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R. BLITHERS, trinmphant, left Redl
Roofl shortly alter lunelicon:; M
it lers, 1||-rp;|_\'|-‘i,:1!'I'i\|'|i at Blithey-
wood a quarter of an hour later. He
hiel had his way with Robin, whe,
nlter all, was coming to dinner that
evening with Count Quinnox, The

Prinee, after n few words in preivate with the Count,

changed his mind and aceepted Mr. Blithers' invita
tion with o Dyveliness that was mistaken for eager
fess by that gentleman, who had made very short
work of subduing Mrs, King when she tried to tell
him that ber own dinner-party would be rnined if
the prineipal guest defaulted. He was gloating oves
his vicetory up fo the instant be renched his own
lodge gates, There dismay sat patiently waiting for
liim in the shape of a messenger from the local tele
graph office in the village below. He had seen Mr.
Blithers appronching in the distanee, and, with an
nstuteness that argued well for his future snecess
in life, ealmly sat down to wait instead of pedaling
his decrepit bieyele up the long slope to the villa,

He delivered a telogram and kindly vouechsafed
the information that it was from New York,

-‘Il". nlillli'l'.‘* !‘\|i'l'l‘ll'lh‘r-|| nogoeer uij.kin;‘v of the
heart as he gozed at the envelope. Something
warned him that iff ke opened it in the presence of
the messenger he wonld say something that a young
boy ought not to hear.

“It's from Mand,” said the obliging boy, beaming
good-nnfure. It cost him a quarter, that bit of gen
tility, for Mr. Blithers at onece said something that
messenger hoy onght to hear. nod ordered Jpekson
to go nbead

l'[‘ WAS from Maud and it said: “T shall stay in
town u few days longer. It is delightfully eool
here, Dear old Mivanda is at the Ritz with me and
we are having o fine Don't worry ahout
money. I find I have a staggering balanee in the
bank. The enshivr showed me where T had made a
mistake in sabtraction of an even ten thousamd, 1
was amnzed to find what a big difference a little
figure makes. Have made no definite plans but will
wrile mother tonight. Please give mv love to th
Prinee, [lave you seen today's Toun Teuth? (h
worse, has he seen it ? Your loving danghis v, Maml.™
The butler apoplexy, but he
chauffenr, ont of a wide experience, announeed, ho
hind his hand, that he wonld be all right the instant
the words evased to stivk in his threont. And he was
vight, Mr. Blithers was all riecht, Not even the
chaulfenr had seen him when he was more so
A little Inter on, after he hiad cooled off 10 a quite
considerable extent, Mr. Blithers lighted o cigar and
aat down in the hall outside his wife's bedehaniber
door, She was having her beauty nap. Not even he
possessed (he temerity to break in upon that. e
sat and histened for the firt sound that would indi
cate the appeasement of beauty, oeeasionally hiteh
ing his chaire a treifle vearer to the door in his agony
of impatience. By the time Jnekson returned from
the village with word that a copy of Town Truth
was not had until the mext dav, he was so
close to the door that il any one had haprpened to
stick & bat pin through the keyhole at precisely the
right instant it would have punetured hig left enr
with appalling resulis.
“What are we going to

SpPres,

Was sure it wns

to be

do about 1t he demanded
three minttes after entering the chamber, His wifl

wis 'rom

prostrate on the luxsurions eonch whiieh

shet hindd foiled to arise when he burst i

YR het
with the telegram in s hanl

“Ohh, the foolish ohild” she moaned. “1f shs only
knew hiow ndornble he i3 ghe wonldn't he .

this perfectly ahsurd manner

neting i

Everv girl who was
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K. Schmide, swared in the Ritz restauran: ST
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here lnst night 18 madly in
love with him. Why must

Mand e so obstinate?” Kings.

RETROSPECTlVE—an'- Robin of Grausark, traveling

W. W. Blithers, self-made mulomillionaire and
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MY SUrprise (ITUN into llli
ing the sensible thing ir
we ealmly dgnore her al

Mr. Blithers was very
carelul not to mwention
liis . romdside exXperunde
with the Prinee, and yvou
ey be sure that he suid
nothing about His propo-
dition to the young man,
He merely declared, with
a vast bitlerness in his
soul, that the Prince was

doting father of an only daughter. Maud, prematurely decides
on the Prince as a son-invlaw He knows that Graustark is
fnancially embarrassed as a result of the Balkan wars, and with
the Blithers millions in mind he confides his domestc ambition
to his wife, Blithers calls ar the King villa and meets the Prince
He decides 1o lend Graustark $16,000,000 and depans for
New York 1o confer with Count Quinnox. the Graustark Minister
of War,  Meanwhile itis decided 1o give a ball ar Blitherwood
in_honor of Prince Robin,  Maud does not attend the ball, and
Mr. Blithers, meeting the Prince the next day. apologizes and in
vites him 1o dinner and 10 be his son-in-law, Chaptrr; VIl and

together. 've Been think
g it oy e, il v comme
o the Lhat
we'll be doing the wises
thing i the world iff we
pay absalutely no atten
fwm to her™

““.‘ helieve
vou've hit i, Lon! She'll

conelusion

‘;l‘ur =, I

Vil 1oday.

dinner  but
what the dence was the use? Maud would be missine.

“She ought to be soundly said he,
breaking the sentenee with a hasty gulp, *Now, Lon,
there's Ijl]-s! one thing to do, 1 must ro o New York
on the midnight train and get her. That woman was
all right as a tutor, bul hanged if | like to gee a
danghter of mine traipsing around New York with a
She "

“You forget that she has retired on a competence,
She s not in active emplovment, Will, You forget
that she is one of the Van Valkens."

“There talking about good old families
agnin. Why is it that so blamed many of your fine

coming Lo

'\-||||1|'.l"l lo,”

school teacher,

Vil o,

old blue stockings are hunting johs
“Now don’t be vaolgar, Wil she ent in, “Mand
s quite sat'e with Miranda, and you know it perfectly

well, so don't talk like that, 1 think it would be a
Fearful I;.i~«1.{1.¢- For Non to go to ,\In w York. ?‘;hr'
would never forgive you and, what is more (o the

point, she wouldn't budge a step if vou tried to bully
her into eom: You know it qguite

ns well as 1 4

r home with vou.

He eroaned. “Give me v chanee to think, Lon,. Just
binlf o ehanee, that's all 1 ask. ' work out =ome "
“Wait until her etter comes. We'll see what sh
has 1o sny |'-1i-:||-- ghie intends cominge home o
morrow, who ean tell?  This may be a pose. Give
her Tree rein and she'll not pull against the hit, Tt

e lﬂll]'\'-l}!: for a letter or
telegram  from  me and
she'll not receive o word, el She'll be expeeting us to
beg her to come back, and all the while we just sit
tight and keep mum, We'll fool her. by thunder!
By tomorrow afternoon she'll be so curious to know
what's got into us that she'll ¢ome home on a run.
You're right. It takes a thief to eateh a thief.

which is another way of saving that it takes a woman
to understand a woman, We'll sit tight and lot
Maud worry for a day or two. [ do her good.”

Mand’s continued absenee wis explained to Prinee
Robin that evening, not by the voleanie Mr. Blithers
but by his practiced and adroit hetfer-half, who had
no compunetion in aseribing it to the alarming eon
dition of a very dear friend in New York.
the Van Valkens, yvon know,

“Maud = so tender-hearted, so |n}':||. 0 really
sweel about her friends, that nothine
coukl induced her to
don't yon know,"

“ am |>t1r¢-|11+-1_‘.' sorry not to
daughter,” said Robin very politely,

“Oh, but she will be here in o day or two, Prinee.”

“Tnfortunately, we are leavinge tomorrow, Mys
Rlithers,"

“Tomorrow

“T received advising me fo
return o Edelweiss at onee. We are oblizged to eut
ghort a very eharming visit with My, and Mrs, King

one ol

in the world
have leave this dear {riend,

have met v

murmured Mres, Rlithers, nghast
n eablegram tidday




