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| The Haunting Eyes
] / of Lantelme.
“Wherever 1 go 1 see them
;-i —the wistful, the glorious
!

eyes of my dead wife, They urge
P me to do something—but what
/ I do not yet know.”—Parisian Mil-
lionaire Edwards Before His Death.

L LIEEASY IN
| HER GRAVE'

Paris Greatly Perplexed
Over the Motive of ““Blue-
beard’’ Edwards in Leaving
All His Millions to a Beau-
tiful Young
Actress Who
y Had Been His
Wife’s Best
| Friend

Paris, April 11
HE mystery of the death of
lovely Tuclke Lantelme, found

drowned fn the River Rhine

R

The Houseboat from Which Lantelme, the
Beautiful Parisienne, So Mysteriously Drowned.

four wives, Rhe, his fifth wife,
is widely regarded as the most
beautiful woman who ever ap-
peared on the French stage,

8he wns the daughter of a
Parls conclerge and rose within a
fow months of her debut to n
position of wealth and universal
adoration. Bhe was only twenty
when she married Edwards,

On July 24, 1911, when she was
only twentythrea yeoars old and at
the summit of her beauty and fame,
ehe was drowned mysterlously In

alogued as the Mystery of the Broken
Door, the Mystery of the Broken
Window Pane and the Mystery of the
Cry,

It would appsar that it had never
beean the custom during the journeys
of the Aimee to anchor in midstream.
The housaboat-yacht was always an-
chored close to the riverside and In
closs proximily to some village or
town. Mme, Lantelme waer afrald
of the water at night! 8he liked al-
ways to be near land, M. Edwards
sald that he had never before done

after a long night of gayety, ¢on- the river Rhine, She had gone  guoh a thing in all his twenty years
tinues to breed new mysterles. there in & Iarge housebont, the ¢ yver yachting. But this night,
Alfred Charles Edwards, Lintel- Almee, belonging to her husband, pesanse of the oppressive heat, the

ma's husband, milllonaire, founder
of the Parls Matin and other publi-
catlons, has left a will naming a
beautiful young actress, Mile, Ga-
brisile Colonna Romano, of the The-
atre Francals, ag his universal legm
‘e,

with a gay party of their friends,

Hea excused himpelf early In the

evening and went to his cabin.
After a night of singing and danc-

Almos was brought to In mideRhins,
The Almee had been designed for
comfort. She was not partieularly

ornamental on the outside. Inside
ing, Ina which much champagne was

consumed, Lantelme reiired to her she was & palass, Bbs had ‘wide
ows Toom and boited the door. A windows, instead of portholes. Lan.

e i short time later, after 1 a. m., the telme's private bedroom was on the
Mile. CAAs FRDADS. 16 S840 guests on the bost were aroused by Starboard. It was from the open
have been a gredt friend of Lantel a4 woman's ecry and the shouts of Window of this room that she fa

f me, whose mysterious. death gave Mlle. Colonna Romano, to Whom M. Edwards Bdwards, who had broken in his Supposed to have made hor way, in

. Ta

rise to the, most Injurlous reports
concerning her husband, reporis that
led him to bring an action for libel
agalnst one Paris newspaper.

The words of the will leaving hls

property to Mille. Colonna Romano
are peculiar. They are as follows:

“l appoint a8 my universal legates
Mile. Gabriells Colonna Romano, my
friend, who I affirm on my honor
has never beer anything but my
friend in the highest and most im-
material sense of the word."

The will then goes on to speclly
various payments and pensions
which Edwards wishes her to make
out of his estale.

The young actrass made & brief
and enlgmatieal comment on the
will:

*“I am palned at the bequest which
has been thrust upon me [ know
1 shall be the object of horrible
calumnies. 1 am uncertain what to
do, Unless 1 accept the charge Ed-
wards has placed upon me his first
wife will not receive her pension and

Left His Millions.

various trusting persons will loge the
payments he deslras me to make to
them, for tha estate will go to dis-
tant relatives.”

From these
other clrcumalances Parlgs has con-
structed a new version of the Lan
telme tragedy. This theory is that
lEdwards was tortured by remorse
over the death of his beautiful young
wife, and that to make the only
amends In his power he has left his
wealth and the jewels he had given
her to har most intimate frlend, who
at one time expressed the greatest
aversion for himm

Lucle Lantelme was
beantiful, and the most exquisite
feature of her beauty lay in her
deep. dark, sad, wistful eyves. “The
haunting eves of Lantelme” they
were commonly called in Parls, It
{3 sald that Edwards, in his last
days, when he realised that death
was about to take him, exclnimed:

“Those eves!  Wherever 1 go |

words and <certain

exquisitely

goe them, the wistful, the glorious
eyes of my dead wife, They urge
me to do something, but I do neot
yot know what 0

The current explanation then Is
that the only reparation the dying
man <oild imagine was to leave
her jewels and his wealth to her
friend.

In order to understand this situa-
tion it is necessary to recall the
earller events of Alfred Edwards's
caroer, He was of mixed English,
French and Hebrew descent, but in
hig true personallty he was a typleal
Parislan. Years ago he founded the
Matin, a ¥French newspaper, con-
ducted on American jines, and made
A great fortune with L. His aet!v]
ties were Napoleonic, and newspa-
per work formed but & small part of
them.

e was married so frequently that
Parisians often referred to him with.
out f{ll-feeling as “Bluebesard.” Be.
fore he married Lantelme he had had

wife'n door.

Lantelms had disappeared from
the boat. Her body was not recov-
ered unt!l davlight. Many <ircum-
stancea surrounding her death wers
mysterious and others were shook-
ing Her delicate body, clothed only
in a night garment, was kept tied by
a rope (o the stern of the boat for
twenty-four hours, until tha Prus.
slan authorities could perform an

autopsy.
At this time many conflleting re-
ports were sent 1o Pnarls, and as

the result of one of them BEdwarda
hrought his llbel sult, At this for
the fArst time Bdwards and other
withesses gnve thelr account of the
tragedy.

Upon what is known as the Three
Mysteries of the Cabin there was
much confiicling testimony. What
did actually happen there In Lante!l-
mes boudoir on the Aimee that
night? Not from the trial nor the
previous inquests ean the riddle be
answered, Perhaps it will never be
known, One can but tell what was
recited before the French courts.

These threea mysteries can be oat-
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A Remarkable Picture of Aviators Practisin

and Upside-Down Flying to Be Able to Cope with Such
Conditions When Met Unexpectedly,

g the Tail Dropbe ond

ERBE Is an extrsordinary plc-
ture of two of the newest,

moat astonishing ané peril
ous feats of aviators. The aero-
plane shown dropplng swiftly In

the

loasiy. It

foreground Is not falling help
ja dashing to ground as
awiftly as gravitation can carry fit,
but the aviator, John Nlelaon, ex-
pecis to regain control of it before
it reaches earth’'s surface, where,
unless he does gain control, he will
be dashed to certaln death.

In the other aneroplane In the ple
ture Pagoud, the French aviator, is
goen fiylng head downward, not be-
cause hls aeroplane has turned
turtle, but hecause he desires Lo test
filying in that way.

Nelther of thess men are dolng
their dangerous acts for amusement
or 1o thrill onlookers, The purpose
is 0 make fiylng mmune from the

sudden horrible death that takes In
creasing wll of their ranks, by lmi
tating wll death’'s tricks and so dis
covering how to beat them,

Pegoud, in a memargable imter
view recently, thus explained the
prinelple:

“You csnuot really learn how (o
beat & game until you bhave passed
through that game,” he sald., “For
those who fiy through the air desth
has up hia sleeve a multitude ol
tricks, for which the penalty of nol
kuowing Is extinction or erippling
A sldewlse veer, a sudden dropping

-4 hundred things may cause the
fatal il Buol Death's grest oard
Is the unexpactednesa with which he
plays his tricks,

“Many of the things that
l'illi-\f'rl tragedies have been things
that wild they only have bean re
mee or twice, would not

have

have been dangerous at all
“Theraedore, a fow of usn have
Copyright, 1014
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sald, “We wlll rehearse these tricks
of death' so we may know and tell
how to meet them when they come
not of our own volition, For this we
risk our lives In upsidedown fying,
B the vertieal tall drop, and so on
But we eliminate the element of the
unexpected. It Is true that we may
be kiled doing these things, but we
bave not yet been killed—those of
us who are learning to play Death's
OWnNn Eame.

“For Instance, there ls my [feat
of fiylng a mile upside down 1
have #0 learned 1o master the
‘planeg under such conditions that
it unexpectedly 1 should turn turtle
1 should stlll know how to keep
control and save my life. It Is the
elimination of the tiny movement

beltween the time the unexpecied
bappens and the Ume in which the

aviator grasps the situation that
wa sirive to elminate, For that
tiny movement s the difference

batween e and death.”

The tail drop, shown hers, Is evon
more dangerous than the upside
down fiight. The aviator gets into
positlon by & serles of short “nos
ing up" flghts. Gradually his aero-
plane ausumes the vertical. When
it doos so it Is simoply let to drop
ke a wstone, Equllibrium s re
gulned by what Is kunown as & baock
volplane, That s, the rudder
planes are so moved that the drop
of the machine {8 changed into an
abrupt are, If thig are ls not Loo
abrupt the avigmtor regalns control.
if It §a 00 sharp Lhe plane sirikes
the earth with sufficlent force (o
destroy it and most probably s
driver.

This 1all end dropping Is one of
the commonest causes of Talsl ac
cidant In fying Budden heavy
gusts of wind that cause the up-
tilting are frequently met with

one of four manners, Into the river,

The first story m the Paris news.
papers, apparently authoritative, told
how M. Bdwards and Lantelme and
a small party of their friends left
Parls on the Almaee, and on the night
of the death had sat up until 1
o'clock. There had been much cham-
pagne, and Lanteime had sung spirit
edly for the guests, M. Edwards had
excunad himself sarly and had gone
into his cabin to write, as he saild,
some letters. More than an hour
afterward the guests had been
aroused by a eory from REdwards,
They had rushed out of thelr state-
rooms and had found M. Edwards in |
front of Lantsime’s door. He told
them that he had been in bed and
that the beauty had gone into her
room, as was her custom; that later
he had felt womething was wrong.
He had gone to the door of her room
and bad knocked. Getting no an
awer, he had called to her. Growing |
more alarmed, he had shouted, and
it was thess shouts that had brought
the other ootupants of the yacht from |
their staterooms

AN agreed that they had then
broken open the door, They had
found the window In Lantelme's room
wide open, but no sign of Lantelme!
There were no marks, according to
them, of any struggle. Every article
in the room was in order. They had
looked out Into the raciog river, but
had seen nothing, and they had heard
no cries. When they looked back
into the room again M. Edwards was
lying on the floor in & Iaint. They
had Immediately lowered the small
boats and searched, but they had
found nothing.

Then a wsecond story ecrapt oul
This was that the guests had heard
4 woman's cry. They had gone to
Edwarda's room and had aroused
him. He sald that he had heard no
ory. All had then knocked at Mme,
Lantelme's door. Getting no answer,
they had broken In the door, At this
point the atory ran on &s In the first
one taold,

As & result of this trin]l Edwards
abtalned & verdict with nominal dam
wges, but It left the mystery deepor
than ever. In view of ths verdiet
and other cirecumstances it seemed
unreasonable and unjust to suspect
Edwards of being the direct source
of his wife's death, but rumors di-
racted agalnst him bYecame stronger
than ever,

An actor who had known Laniel
me well declared that she had told
him that her husband had threatened
to shoot her docens of times, and
that he made her life miserable
Everybody then recalled how hope
lesaly sad the beautiful girl always
appeared to be,

“"Could it be™ the curlous Parl
sians asked (hemselves, "that the
husband, this man of many wives,
wan poasessed of some strange manis
that made his wife's jife unendurs
ble**

This discussion was still golag on
when, In January, 1912, barely six
months after Lantalme's death, her
grave in Pere La Chaise Cemetery
was broken open. The thipves had
mads (heir way to har particular
resting piace in the large family
vault. They had rifled her coffin, In
which she lay with her Jewels, in
cluding her famous 360,000 pearl
neckince, benenth her head,

They had scattered the contents

Gregt Briladn Rights Ressrved
'

————

The Late Madame Lantelme Wearing the $60,000 Rope of

Pearls Which Were Stolen from Her Tomb.

had foughit furfous

about 0 wed a8 YOUnE AOIress,
and splashes of the

blood marked

wedding twiea,

of this Rght .u n-m-h cass It was d.nappujn;ad

month ister |t was reported that
bri ide \mlv (ulmmn Romuw

M, Bdwards
And after his desth
the mwasteries of hig s excite more
fntereat than ever.

the 360000 peari nechince,

tery of thalr return was nover solved,



