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Ashes of Desire

(Canrinped from Pgge 5)

cheeks drawing together, as if | were

dying

“And yet, T did not move from ihe
spol. | don’t know that you were
aware of my profound agitation, |
was trembling, and my eyes, upon
you, were blind as if looking at the
sun. Why, Ruth, did I remaln thus,
immobile and gray? And with an
effort llke an agony, prison within

the sllent tomb of my soul the com
mand and the clamor? As far us |

can read now, there were three rea-
song. They are small, and do me
no eredit; I glve them to you out of

sincerity

"First of all was my Ignorance. 1
ignored at that time the importanc
of the moment, the Importance of the
impulse Two dead black worlds,
cruising aimlessly the vold, veer gb-

ruptly to the tug of huge desire, They
meet, they burst into flame, o new
and glorious sun, fecundator of Im
mensitles, Upon carth, two beings,

aimless and vaguely sad, are suddenly
whirled toward each other. It I the
same phenomenon, Ruth, as breath
lessly blg, as profoundly Important:
n cosmle eddy has them., 1 did not
know this, For, ag we all are, as we
all shall be long, I was still a slave;
a slave of that philosophy which to
two stars delirlous for each other
says “"Stlop!™

“My second reason is a personal
perversity, consisting In this: an In-
vinelble attachment to the gray half
llghts of Promise has in me., as
corollary, an acute distrust of Fulfill-
ments.  Already, before dawn, | fear
the truth of the sun.

“My third reason was my pride, A
monstrous pride. For even as the im-
pulse to seize you possessed my being,
already, simultancously, 1 was suffo-
cating with the thought that 1 might
be repulsed, that In my arms vou
might be rigid and cold. Right away,
and very clearly, I saw that [ could
never bear this,

HESE are my three reasons
which do me no credlt, except In
the frankness with which 1 offer them
to you and lay them pitilessly before
my own eyes. The three are one, you
cin see. They are a shrinking from
Life. They are a cowardice. Which
Is why now, a written name all 1
have of you, heavy, soddened man, |
have of Hving only the outward and
mechanieal semblance, and of what
might have been a stupendong splrit-
ual adventure, only a tantalizing and
obsessive questloning which at the
present moment, with your name he-
fore me, and the vision of the Past
before me, Is akin to torture,
“And 80, I would ask you the gques:
tion: If I had yielded to my impulse:

if, acting to the Imperious and olam-

otous command of all that is deep
and vibrant within me, [ had that
evening taken you In my arms, and

placed my Hps upon your merry lips,
upon your sad eyes, and crushed,
erughed you into my being, Ruth An

derson, what then would you have
done? What would you have done?
Would you have laln there in my
arms pale, lnert and sick till slowly,
to the sense of hideous mistake,
they parted and 1ot you free? Or,
holding you thus cloge, would I have
felt —ah, far, sweet, muted note,
herald of galloping yellow eclarion

Ings of joy — would 1 have felt, flut-
tering and hesitant, within my arms,
agalnst my flesh, the first, falnt, ex
quisite stir of your answerlng pns
sgion?

"1 lmplore your reply.
suffering and my fate
see that T must know
alone can | obtain
and this vigsion'

For 1t s my
that I must
And from you
this Knowledge

IS pen, as he ended, had become

convulsive, It eried out with a
mleroscopie and sputtering ery. 1t
was still now, and he also was very
still, his head low on the desk, pll
lowed in his hands,

When he stood up after a long tm-
mobility, his features had regained
thelr calm He reread the letter
carefully.

He road it onee, and shook his head
from side to side in a panic of doubt

He read it again; a siight embar-
rassment gecned to possess him, face
to face thus with what he bad writ
ten, He read it a third time, When
he was through, a rueful emiles was
upon his lips. Twice, hesltatingly,
his right hand rose and touched
lightly the bare spol set like a chip
in the centre of his head.

He came to a declgion now. His
right hand, with a large and firm
movement, came toward his breast;
his left hand, with the same declsive
precision, moved away; the written
sheet, between, In the divergent grasp
tore smoothly in two. He repeated
the gesture. The two pieces became
four, the four became eight. His
fingers opened, and the white frag-
ments, eddying from side to side as
with a last reluctance, fluttered slow-
ly into the basket nt his feet, He
looked down upon them there, and
scemed to feel the need of further
regolution. He opened a door, and
into a long corridor called “Martha!"

There was a ghuilling approach; in
the frame of the door stood the fat,
redfaced cook

“Martha,”" he sald, “in
there Is some waste paper
Into the furnace'"

my bhasket
Fling 11

Why Women Do Not Sleep in Church

I'I’ IS doubtful f one woman 1o a

thousand men go to sleep in church,
nnd people have long held an entirely
wrong Impression of this. It has been
sald that the men are a bit more
stupld, that they do not pay enough
attention to the sermon, or do not
comprohend it sufficlently to retain
their interest, and hence get sleepy,
It has also been eguld that women are
brighter, quicker to understand and
have more self-control, and so do not
lose Interest and close thelr eyes in
slumber while the minister is preach-
ing.

But all this is qulte wrong. A Ger-
man professor has been making a
study of the problem and he declares
that men fall asleep In church be-
cause they do pay more attentlon to
the sermon than do the women. Fur-
ther, he declares the average woman
does not begin to grasp the purport
of the sermon, that she Is far slower
of understanding than man.

The man will watch the minister

every minute, he will concentrate all
his mind upon the preacher and what
he |8 saying, he will watch his every
gesture and every motlon of his lips
and listen to every word until finally
he drops off to nh-{*u simply because
he has watched so steadily, gazed so
intently that he hypnotized himgelf,
If the woman does not grasp the
meaning of the sermon so readily, If
her mentality is not quite so keen
and quick, one wonld think she would
full asleep, But the fact remains that
she has plenty to interest her, A man
cannot look about the church and be
Interested In John Jones' cravat or
Willlam Smith'’s vest, or Sam White's
cuff buttons. He doesn't care any-
thing about them, but a woman will
slt quietly In church, she will hear
what the minlster Is saying without
giving much thought to it, but sghe
will be Interested In everything every
other womun is wearing, and there is
enough to keep her just moderately
entertained and wide awake
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You will be surprised and delighted st the '
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