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VER 8,000 acres of vacant lots and
vacant tracts, annually growing up in
weads, lle within the eclty limitg of
Omaha. This Is from a conservative
comptation- made by competent real
estate men by golng over the nssess-
ment books. and znlm';g Hecount a2l
the unplatted tracts, as well as deducting the 923
ncrea of parks. '

By far the greater part of the 8000 acres o!
vacant ground in Omaha !a owned by nun-resi-
dents, The 8,000 acres of weed-grown vacant land
s sufficlent, ir it were bullt up, to contain all the
population that in forty years has been forced into
the suburbs flve and ten miles away from the
business center of the city.

Lack of convenlent water mains, sewers, strest
car lnes and other public convenlences have re-
tarded the sale and development of much of t1e
vacant property. The absentee lendlords are walt-
ing for Omaha to spend its money for water maine,
for the ecar company to build extensions, for the

Then they can absorb all thess benefits and exact
a fat sale price from honest Omaha pecple seeking
a spot on which to bulld a home.

The soll In these 8,000 acres is fertile.

Garden hoes are cheap.

And there are over 12,000 school children be-
tween the ages of 8 and 16 whosa parents wor-y
nll the summer vacation " months because they
knew not hgw to keep them out of mischief.

The cost of garden produce is high

The cost of cutiing these weeds off these fer-
tile acres is also high, bolth to the owners of tha
vacant property and to the c¢ity of Omaha, for (he
ity maintalns a doken inspectors whose businesa
it Is to serve verbal notlees to the owners to ¢t
the weeds,

Yes, lettuce, radishes and potatoes are high,
Every day we hear the complaint,

There are a few thousand women who couid
spend a few hours In the morning and evening
hoeing in gardens. They could do so with profit
1o the household and with profit to ithelr store of
health,

There are several thousapnd wen who eoald
spare an hour in the morning and another in tle
evening direciing the garden work of thelr own
children among the 12,000 boyvs and girls, and
could even handle a hoe in a potato or cabbage
patch themselves with just as much profit as a
golf eudgel.

But they don’t.

The wacant lots do not belong tp them, they
gay. Bome real estate men have suggested therw
should b2 n elty ordipance allowing the clity to as
slgn VRcant lots to persons who desire to culti
vate them, This It Is maintalned, could be done
beeguse the cultivation would abate a nulsance by
keeping the weads down.

But no sduch ordinance has been introduced,

vlere are a few things that the 12,000 boys
snd girls could wecomplish with the  Intelligen
heip of a few thousand paronts morbings and
evenings:

They could raise potatoes alopne and produre
584,000 boshels. No, that is not estimating it o
high, for the United States agricultural repopts
show that the avernge yield of potatces for the
I'pnited States |8 106 bushels per ucre. Evérvone
knows that Omaha soll angd <lfimate s fur above

erage United States soll and climate.

Thesa potatoes would supply every family In
town with tep busheis and would leave tha chil
dren 500,000 bushels to ship out in the state fog
spending maoney.

Or, if hoelng corn s less work than hoeing
potetoes, Lthese children, with the help and direc-
tion s#till of the few hours' =pare time of thelr
parents, could raige 400,000 bushels of corn  This
would give twelve bushels of corr to every famly
in the cit¥ and would make fried mush for every
family every breakfast of Lthe year,

If they should devote the entire acreage 10
cabhage culture they would, in a favorable year,
radse more cahbage than the whole stale won'l
consume in & year,

But they don't want that much cabbage. A
sane divislon of the nereage would glve 3,000
acres to the potato erop. This would yleld tea
hushels of potaloes for every Jamily in Omaha.
Teat should last them threugh the winter

A thoussand mcres of corn would ralse

corn

city te construct sewers to_the edge of their lota.

epough to furnish fried mush for every breakfast
of every family in the city during the three winter
mounths.

Another thousand acres devoted to the culture
of pavy beans would produce 15,000 bushels, o
one-balf bushel for every family in the city.

A thousand acres devoted to diligent eabba.e
culture would put sixty-seven heads of cabbage
into every cellar in tha eity

8till there would be left 2,000 acres of soil to
dispose of.

Save this for miscellaneous gardon truck and
it would furnish all the lettuece, radishes, onlons,
celery, peas und other strictly summer vegetablcs
the city could consume.

But no such wave of economy has ns yer ep
veloped the youth and the parknts of Omaha's
youth, No ordipance permitting the clty to assign
wead-grown vacant lots to industrlous bovs hns u=
yet been written upon the books

Bo, what Is
lota?

Omaha doing with these vacant

It s bullding up o greal city around them, s
that the owners of the vacant ground can some dpy
demand great tribute from those who wish to es-
tablish useful Industries on the sites,

Meantime weeds flourish. It costs the people
of Omaha annually a great many thousand dollars
to Keep the weeds cut around the curbing of thesn
vacan! lots, It costs the city other thousands o
maintaln a foreo of Inspectors who serve written
und verbal notices on the owners of the vacaut
lots to cut weady on the lots proper.

Aguin, this la not guess work. The cily healil
departmient maintains ten sanitary Inspectors ol
$70 per month, and & large part of their duty s
to serve notices Lo those delinguent in ecuttng
weadd. That s & little ftem of $8,000 a year the
taxpayers of Omaha are paylng to the. Inspectors,
besides furnishing them a bushel of car tickets to
ride out and serve 13,494 verbal notices to oLt
woeeds,

Then, it takes a great many dollara to buy
postage sjampas 1o polity the abgentee landlords of
vacant lots that they must cut weeds. [t took
2,140 such written notices last year.

The department of street cleaning and main-

~ tenance also has fts troubles with the weed prob-

lem on vacant lols. Agp appropriation of $1,000

has just besen made from the miscellansous fund
of this department for thig purpose. Last year It
spent $1,200 in this work, Coming up!

No, the department doesn't mctumlly cut weeds
on the lot proper, but it does cut the weeds along
the curbing and st the edge of the street slong
the vacant lots, If the lots were fmproved 12

the clty where it took account of the platted snd
unplatted ground, deducted the varks and studied
the mwape of every addition In the city with n view
Lo getting n careful estimate of the gituation

It finds that there are twenty-four and ope-
half aguare mlles of ground within the city ilmit.

This bv sbout 15,700 scres, OFf this 923 sgres are

item would mot exist. in parks. Ground npot platted the commitiee fourd
A few figures in regard to improved and un- 1o be 4,700 wcres, including parks and puble
fmproved ground were masde up Iu Dmwahs by a  grounds, It found 19,330 fmproved lots and trarts

committes headed by D, O, Patlerson.
witiee went to the apsessment rolls,

The com-
went over

and' 23,811 unimproved lots and tracts
On the farms in the agricultural sectlons of

— E—— —

nculdfvated

Waste Places

Nebraska where land is worth §160 per acre. farm-
ers never allow a half acre o lle idle. They make
every foot of It produce.

In Omabae where the ground is worth from
$5,000 to $10.000 per acre, 5.000 acres lie idle.

But the city has at present no control over the
vatant ground within Its boundaries, even though
much of it is owned by New York and Londom
speculators who have never seen Omaha. The city
hus no power over these weed Cflelds, except that
it wey puy u force of men to ask the ewners to
plesse see that the weeds are cut.




