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The Hermes of Praxiteles, to
‘Whom the People of Athens
Compared Paul Swan.

New York
and the
People of

Beauty-Loving Athens

PAUL SWAN, a young American dancer, has been referred to as “the

most beautiful man In ths world.”

young Greek god.”

He has also been likened to “a

At the earnest request of this newspaper Mr. Bwan consented to tell

what, in his opinion, constituted beauty In a8 man and why
he had been honored with such Intoxicating titles. It ap-

pears that the falr sex has acclaimed

ever he has appeared. Mr. 8wan has beon displayling his
beauty in Interpretative Greek dances In New York, and
appears at the Maxine Eliott Theatre on March 22

By Paul dwan.

T is true that I have been called
I “the most beautiful man in the
world,” It {= a title to be proud
of, and [ glory in It. I am not unduly
<ongeited, and 1 mocept with due
modesty the tribute of my fellow be-
ings to the graclous gifts which
nature has showered upon me,

What are the grounds on which I
‘bave recelved this title? In the first
place the most intelligent women of
New York, thoee who are fighting for
thelr right to a shave in the Govern-
448 00 Eece thelt aTeat Dapmt.

Erace r
the second placey the people of
Athens, whero the senss of beauty fn-
herited from anclent days s @tll]
strofiger then snywhere else In the
world, halled me as a relncarnation of
one of thelr old but ever young gods.

I first hiad the good fortune to im-
press the public of New York with
my physical qalitles when the
‘Women's Political Unlon were plan-

their remarkable production
of t anclent Greek play about
equal rights for women, "Lysistrata,”
by Aristophanes. I was then chosen
to lead the ohorus of Greek youths,
There was great difticulty in finding
young men in New York fitted by
mature to take these parts. I was
honored by being told that I filled my
part to perfection,

Bince then I have Deen travelling
fn Russia, Bgypt, Greece, Italy, Biclly
and France, where I have been col-
lecting material for the new inter
pretative dances which I am now
¢iving In New York. They are mod-
elled on the dances of anclent Greece.

In my childhood I realized that I
was gifted with the Greek type of
beauly, and it has been my alm to
cultivate this gift to my utmost. I
bagan my caresr as a paloter and
dancer. For a tims I called myself
“lolans, the Greek dancer,” in order
to keep my dancing and my portrait
Palnting distinet, but since I have
achieved some celebrity it has be-
vome impossible to keep up the dis-
tinotion. _

In pursuance of my ideals I went
to Greece as & boy. In Athens I was
remarked by artists, archaeologists,
writers and many of the beauty-loving
people of that city as a reincarnation
of the anclent Greek type, Bomewhat
to my embarrassment, I was followed
through the streets of Athens not
only by women, but by sculptors
and palaters who reqested me to pose
as the reincarnated Apollo,

One of the most colebrated writsrs
of modern Athens, Mr. Caligorupolis,
was kind enough to write of me:
= -— —— —————

Tactful.

Kind words may be more than
corensts, and simple faith may beat
Norman binod to a frasszie; bul, after
alk tact ia the possessien most deanr
and most useful Lo the human rece.

Myr. Daniels thought so, Loo

When he loft the houss he had left
Mre. Daniela with » ludy friend,
whose abilities as & sandal-monger
and mipchief-maker are pre-eminent
When he returned he Just poked his
head Into the drawingroom,

“rhat old cat gone I supprve?' he
sald, with & sigh of rellef.

For just an instant thers was A
dreadful slance, for as he uttared the
last word he encountered the astony
glare of the lady who had besn It his
mind. Then Mra. Danlels spoke quite
calmily -

‘W'he old cat ™ shes sald. *“Oh, yoa
dea¥. 1 sent it to the Caly’ Home In
a basket first thing this morning!™”

The Victim.

“Yen,” sald the aolemn-faced man,
“tt wouwld ruln me fAnancially if the
whiskey Dbusiness should we wiped
wut"

“Are You in the Nguor busineas,
nir?™
“No, s, I'm a temperance oarator™

Different.

“Colonel Bluey told me that he lust

nie arm during the war I dlau'e
know he was ever (n the army
“Me wasn't. During the war he

worked o a sawmill

his perfection wher-

“As if he were
proud of the rars
gift of beauty he
himself bhas re

celved at Nature's hand, he does not

hesitate to paint himself in his pic-
tures. It is thought by some that he
locks like Byron, and perhaps this is
true, but how much more striking 1s
his ressmblance to the Hermes of
Praxiteles, the Xphebos,
Catheron.”

Another Athenlan eritic wrote:
“Our distinguished sculplor, Thomo-
poujos, when lie first saw Paul Swan
enter his ateller thought that the
vision ‘of Apollo had been brought to
Iife in his ideal beauty.”

I went to London, and there an ap-
preciative writer sald that it was
“ons of the ' little {ronles that
this modern Hermes, with the eyes
of Leonardo's ‘Golden Boy,' should
have been born on & lttle farm in
Nebraska.”

It 18 confrary to convention for a
man to pralse his own appearance.
But is convention always right? A
business mun bas no hesitation in
boasting of his successes in business.
1 have sucoeeded in something far
higher—in being beauwtiful, 1 bave cul-
tivated the gifta which Nature and
my good parents bestowed upon me.
I think it right to be proud of what [
am, to encourage other men to pur-

Paul Swan Tells

Why He Was
- So Singularly

Honored by
the Women of

and the |

sus the sume perfection and to give
them the benetit of my expelrence.

Why should not a man be beauti-
ful? Why wshould the mere sug-
gestlon ralse n jeer in an ordinacy
gathering? Lel us think a MNtte
soeriously of these questions.

is it not mere modern vulgarity to
object to the word “beautiful” as
appliad to g man? People commonly
speak of men they sdmlire as "hand-
somwe,"” If we inquire we find that
they describe certaln policemen, ath-
letes, mnd various men who are noth-
ing but fne, large speclmens of anl-
mality as “handsome.” On the other
hand, persons of real ‘artistic tasts
never apeak of an anclant Hermes or
Apollo as “handsome.” ‘They call
them beautiful., Therefore, it 15 a
nobler thing to be bveautiful than
bandsome, and one should not be

-shall grow to resemble them.

Displa the Exquisite
d ﬁgu'pplcml f His

- ashamed of it. A man can

' achieve greater perfection of
beauty than a woman, The large
head, with high, straight brow,
the broad shoulders, the slender hilpe,
the straight, strong legs of & beauti-
ful man compars with the small head,
the aarrow shoulders, the large hips,
the ghort legs, insecurely planted
on little feet, of & woman, beautiful
though she may be.

In this view I am supported by the
great majority of painters and sculp-
tors, The great appeal which s beau-
tiful woman makes to us arises large-
ly from emotional and sentimental
causes, but for pure beauty of form
the man is superior.

My readers will doubtless wish to
hear what constitutes beauly in n
man. The fArst requisite ia sym-
metry, This includes proper devel-
opment, and harmony of features,
and above all, a certain barmony be-
tween body mnd mind, To have a
beautiful body otie must have a beau-
tful mind,

We grow to resemble the thing we
admire, as Hawthorne has so finely
told us in his story, "The Great Stone
Face.” If we fix our minds on the
great classio jdeals of beauty we
The
aresk type of beauty has set the
standard for all ages, and everyone
is more or leas beautiful as he ap-
proaches this standard,

I belleve the most perfect type of
manly beauty to be the Hermes of
Praxiteles, whom some of my
friends have beenm kind enough to
compare with me. The beauty of the
figurs in this statue is incomparable.
Another Immortal type of classic
beauty Is the Astinous, whose statue,
partly mutilated, stands in the Capl-
toline Mussum st Rome.

Antinous, the favorite of the great
dmperor, Hadrlan, is sald to have
drowned himself in the Nile because
he realized hia beauty must pass with

8,

The ldeally beautiful man is tall
und stralght, his helght dépending on
the race from which he springs. The

Grace T.'
F

orm.

1deal belght of an Ameriean descend.
ed from Northern Buropean races, ia
b feet 8 Inches.

His total height is alght times the
height of his head. His neck ia

stralght and not too thick, Hiy fore.
head s broad and nearly upright,
and only moderately high. liis head

is wall covered with halr,
His shoulders are several inches
wider than the measurement Across

bhis hips. The palms of his hands
reach to the middie of his thighs
whon he stands upright.

When he stands with his feet to-
gother, the knees, calves and ankle

Mary HAD a Little Lamb--Th

who mccepts at its face valus

the story of Mary and her lit
te lamb. In this instance, grown-up
skepticism is sowarranted,

There was a Mary who d4id have
a lttle lambd whose flesce was as
white as snow and who did follow
Mary around wharever she dld go.
What {s more to the peint, it did
follow her to school one day, which
was agalost the rule, which did
maks the children laugh and play to
se6 the lamb st school.

And the teacher did turan it outand
it did still linger near and waited pa-
tiently sbout until Mary did appear,

Not only did Mary have & llitle
lamb, but she slso had & half-cousin,
und although the little lamb 1a long
s¥ince dead, the half-cousln is atill very
muca alive. laving been an eye-wit-
ness of the ineldent, this half-cousin
Is prepared to verify It in every es-
penrtial.

It is just one hundred years ago
sluee the incldent occurred. The
hervine was Mary E. Bawyer, of
Sterling, Mass. The lttlse achool
Lhouse was located at the same place,
Miss Polly Kimball was the teacher.
Richard Kimball Powers, of Lan-
caster, Muss, the eye witness re-
lerred to, was bhalf-cousin of Mary

DON'T smila at the youngsisr

Bawyer, and was at ths school the
day the lamb followed her there. He
Iz one hundred and three years old,

According to Mr. Powers, the lamb
in question was one of twins born in
her father's etable, For some reason
the ewe rejected cue of them and
Hitle Mary Bawyer, then elght years
old, reared it

One day the lititle lamb followed
Mary to pchool. The lamb was gras-
ing In & Bald when Mary started, It
was too far away for her (o see, but
Mury called, and the lambd, recog-
nizing hor voles, began blsating and
at once tame to her. Mary and her
brother, Nathanlel, were weall on
thelr way when the lamb began fol-
lowing them. Mary wanted to take
the lamb bmck home, but Nat sald
“Oh, no, let's take it to sehool,” and
Mary consented.

When Mary and ber brother
reached the schoolhouse yard their
teacher, Miss Polly Kimball, had not
yet arrived. Some of the scholars
‘were (here, however, and these
crowded around the new pupll. They
were all much amused. Mary was
in a quandary, for she did not wish
the teackeér to know the lamb was at
school

Theun there was commotion among

the children;, They lnughed snd twii-
tered and twisted and turped In
their seats, It was a strange sight

e True

Mary Sawyer nud the [dentienl
l'““:.luh'l.--l That Follewed
Her te Behool,
P & Pitige b the Sswper Fuslly)

to ses & lamb at school. Hven the
teacher could not refralo from laugh-
ing. but sha soon composed heraelf,
aud, realizing that she must dispose
of the lamb in order to walntaln dis-
cipline among her puplls, she turned
the little ereaturs out of doors. It
lingered near the door, however, and
bleated for its lttle mistress. The
teacher then allowed Mary to go out
{nto the yard and place the lamb in
the woodshed,

A young man ‘whose name was
John Roulstone, Jr., a friend of the
teacher and & member of the fresh-
man c¢lass at Harvard University,
was visiting the school when the in
oldent occourred. In order to com-
memorate an amusing event, he
wrots and brought to Mary thres
dsys later the fumillar verses of
“Mary had & Jittle lamb,” ete,

The fate of the little lamb was &
sad one. Mary's father had & large
number of cattis o his barn, and on
Thanksgiving morning, 1816, Mary
snd her lttle pet were playing to-
gether at the barn, and the lamb,
placing ftself in froat of the feed
box, which belonged to the cattle,
was sud ‘enly gored by a cow, The
lamp r lostantly to Mary, phnoed
fts head . ' her lap, and in less than
su hour it died, with her arms
around It

Copyright, 1814, by the Btar Company. Greal Britaln Rights Heserved

- -

Eiory of Its Escapade and Useful End

Mary lived on her father's farm
until she was married Lo Mr, Co
lumbus Tyler in 1836. Mr. Tyler was
superintendent of the MelLean Hos
pital for the lnsane at Bomervills,
Mass,, & suburb of Boston, She aft
terward became matron of this in-
stitution, which position she held for
thirtyfive years. Mary outilved her
husband many years, and has for
her resldence the house which he had
formerly owned, '

When the patriotie women of Bos-
ton wished to ralse money for the
historio old SBouth Charch, which be-
cama fnancially lovelved and was
in danger of belng sold for debt, a
public sale baviog been authorised,
to relleve {ts embarrassment, Mary
tock the stockings which her mother
had knitted from the lamb's wool
(and which she had never worn,
but kept iu memory of her devoled
companlon), uunravelled the yarn,
cut it into pleces of & yard and &
half in length, wound it upon eards
on whioh she had written her aulo
graphb, and sold the cards for twen-
tydive cents each. Tha stocklugs,
thus converted Into yarn, brought
over two hundred dollars for the
two palrs, showloy the widespread
interest the peopie had o those
days in Mary snd her lamb, Mary
gave this money to the fund which
saved the old Bouth Church,

simpla,
suateh two crullars and & oup of bad
coffee for hls Ilnnch,
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As a Dancing Greek Faun,
bones of his two legs touch one ane
other

A good development of the muscles

of the back, chest and abdomen are
'uﬂcullrly necessary for grace of
orm

and movement. ‘This can only

be obisined by exercise and rigit
lving. :

When all the measurements havae

been 1ald down It must be sald that

beauty cannot exist unless the figure

i Inapired with grace and the paetry
of motion.
intelligent and lluminated with the

The facs, too, must be

yearning for (he beautiful,
1 have sald that the man can ba

more beautlful than the woman, but

He shouild lead »
He ghould eat
food and not

he rarely ia so:
more primitive lfe.
wholesome

Dancing I8 the most precious of all
forms of exerclise In producing grace
of body. Grace Ix sureness of
motion, and this we acquire by dane-
ing. The rhythm of the music, ssl~
ling every movement of the body to
time, produces a harmonlous mus-
oular development.

In conclusion let me urge all boys
and young men to keep the Greek
ideal of beauty befars them. Try to
be beautiful your bodies, and In
your lives, Do not allow basuty, the
most preclous thing In the world,
to be the mouopoly of one sex. If
we all loved true beauty the sin
and uglinens that disfigure humanity
would be Imposalble. The true lover
of beauty would nevor make bls
fellow men do work that disfigures
their bodles.

—_—————

A DrJ. y Outlook.

A good lecturer, like a good mingsr,
knows ug oncs whether or not is
“In tuna”’ with his sudlence, And the
gmruunr was & very fne lecturer in-

et

Instinetively he felt that hl‘ ad-
dreas on “The Dignity of Labor” had
not gripped the class ln the W i1
should ave doens. His susplolens
were oconfirmed when, on looking
round the gathering of atudents, he
belield Percy Pliawhistle in o saml-
somnolent wstnte at the back of ths
lectura room. Ths professor cou{hod.

“Mr, Fitswhistle” he said wikl
you kindly give me a definilion of
waork?

The hlushloodsd one stretched his
legn and yawned.

“Work ha “Every-

lhu{( Is work™

“Nonsones, Mr., Fltawhistls!" sald
the professor angrily You should
choopsa yYour words with mors carsl
According to that definition, the very

murmured.

chalr upon which | am seated Is
work!™

“8Bo it is, wir!” drawled the aristo-
eral, nulln'g himaelf onte more
“*Woodweork"

At the Kirk.

It was tha Heotillsh minister's ses-
end Hunday In kis newly appointed
parish, and he had reason teo gowm-
plain at the meagre c¢oilection

“Mon.,” replied one of Lthe slders
“they are atingy, vera mtingy. Put'—
and he came closer and became mare
confidentiajl—"tha suld meenister, he
put thrge or four paxpenges inte the
plate hlwsal’, just to gie them & start.
Of conrne ha ook the saxponces awa'
with him afterwards®

The new minister tried the asame
plan. but the following Bunday was
& ropatition of the others—a diamal
fallure. The entire collsction was
not only small, but, to hir great son-
wternation, his own colna weare miss-
Ing

“Ye may he a hetter preachsr than
the auld meenister™ sxelaimed the
elder “but if yeo had half the knowl-
edge of the world an ¢ yer aln flgak
in partienlar, yo'd ha' done what he
4id an' glued the saxpénces to the

platel™
A Poor Adviser.
Skinfint—1 have no money. et I
will give you u littie advice.

Baggar—Well, If yer hain't got ne
money yor advice can't be vYery valu-
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