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“A costume greatly abbreviated at the upe
per end causes no shock at a fashion-

able evening affair and probably

does no harm.”

To be more preciss on one im-
portant point, & woman should never
wear anything which startles her
friends or the publie. Exposure

- We will now apply philosophle
methods of laquiry.

As o the firet polot involved—
that of modesty—it must be sald,
from the ahumphlnl point of view,
that it an extremaly complex

decency. It all depands, Maude
Adama, for example, as Poter Pan,
may display her “nether lmbs™
pn the stags to thousands every

night without fur & momentl even
ralsing & suggestion of Impre-
priety. But lot her appear on tha
street In the same costume, thinly
velled with a skirt of fimsy slik, and
ber reputation for modesty would be
#one within an |

s every whit ss modost ss the
woman who s gowned from head

e fool
It is msserted by students of eth-
nology that among savage tribes,

in woy olvilized
country. A traw
eller iIn Central
Australin  states
that when he de-
sired to take a
photograph of a
group of young
women they were
very ooy at the

Jection to expos-
ure to thecamera.

The distingtion
made by thess

point of view. But
what shall we say
of the woman who
exhibits genuine
em barmsament

when & gust of wind exposss the
stocking under hoer walking wskirt,
but who an hour later may be ssen
extended her full length on
beach ¢lad In a bathing sult?

This comparisen affords = oon-
vinclng dlustration of the fundamen
tal fuct of ethics, that in the last an-

ton morals may later derlve from
what we are pleasod to call absolute
right, the fact remains that in ethics
“whataver is is right” .
In its origin modesty wes an in
stigol based on fear, prompting the
individual Lo protect her body from
the approach of a stranger,
course of time the only protecilon
needed by the woman was that
agalnst the sight of the stranger, and
inasmuch as clothing came (o sym-
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What is the Limit
of Decency

In Womans Dress?

The Startling Summer Outburst of
lit Skirts, X-Ray Gowns, Dia-
=4/ phanous Waists and
“Chemises Ex-
posees’’ Judged
by Philoso-
phers and

Preach:

o //3'—-5—‘7__

“Startling exposures and innovations in dress sne-\
ceed one another with such rapidity that thinking
men cannot but ask, ‘Where is this to end? ”

stive contrast between a modest gown and an exa ted form
of slashed skirt.” Photo Taken at the Actors’ Society

bolizge this protection, modesty is the
the person who
avalis herself of this protection and
conforms (o conventional ldeas of
dress so far as they concemn Lhe ex-
posure of her hody to disrespectiul
ghiness, Modesty as we know it to-
day is only an outgrowth of couven-

air in London,

whatever additiona they pleased to
the original outfit. L
country the limilts of exposure are S8
well defined, although varying cou-
siderably with the occasion J
thetic conslderations reduce the up-
per Hmits n the baliroom, Con-
venlence aud freedom of movement
curtail the lower llmits in the In-
terest of the woman athletically 89
A rmuiny day we compla-
cently allow to play havee with all
our traditions. But with these and
other minor exceptions, the reguire-
ments of modesty In dress are pret- 80
iy definltely fixed, and may nol be
transgressed with impunity.
Bo far we have been concerned
anly with establishing the fact that
in diess and
amusements actually exists
fmportant consideralion then is to

charucterisilc of in our own

I we accept this definition of
modesty, we are, however, forced to
say that many of the recent lmnova-
tions in woman's dress ns well as
the movements of the turkey trots
and tango dances are distinetly im

Woman hersell has dec-sed that
only a very limited portion of her
flgure aball be exposed to publle
#aze. Eve adopled the fig-leaf aproa
of her own volltion, and her daugh.

fa varlous climes have made

“The so-called X-
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find out the exact
nature of the harm
that arises from ft, It
is concelvable, If modesty
megns only conformity to
the conventions of dress, that
any style might become modest
by belng adopted by a sufficiently
large number of women, and this Is
what has actually happened in many
{nstances, But It happens that the
practises we are discussing here
touch the very heart of social life.
The human form, both male ana
female, 18 admittedly beautiful from
the artistle polnt of view, and I
esthetio enjoyment alone resulted
from its display, the matter would
not be a serious one. Bul through
the mechanlsm of instinct, which Is
a part of our orlginal nature and
beyond the consclous control of any
buman being, however good his in-
tentions wmay be, the beauty of the
human figure is inseparably asso-
clated with the sexual impulse and

“The usual costume in which respectable

is never considered improper although it exposes fa than
any alit skirt."” Photo Taken at OIh:d..- o

skirt from Paris is
the climax of afl extravagances.'”
Photosrank Taken sb Races.

continental Europaans bathe

it Is the uncontrollable strength of
this impulse that {s the cause of
much of our social woe.

If the effect produced by & wom-
an who appears improperly clothed
in publio places were confined to
her own circle of acqualntances 1it-
tle harm would be done. In fact, fa-
millarity with her real virtues might
completely counteract any harmful
influence. But, unfortunately, the
effect {5 more far-reaching. Every
Indication of immodesty on the part
of & woman tends to break down In
every man who seea her that in-
stinotive respect for the eex as a
whole which constitutes lts strong-
est safeguard against Insult.

There Is little wonder, as has
been polinted out so fregquently by
writera on this subject, that so many
women are treated with scant cour-
tesy In public places. The growing
disrespect for women s an evil for
which they themselves are In large
part reaponsibla,

Nor is it an extenuation of the
barm that may result to say, a8
many wall meaning women do saYy,
that even though they may sdopt
the styles that are under criticism,
they do nol carry them to extroines,
By & peculiar psychological process
the power of suggestion grows
stronger iln proportion as the actual
reality is kept in the background.
When lttle (2 left for the Imaginag-
tion w0 work upon, interest largely
fulls. Whaen limits are sxceeded, the
feellng of disgust entera as & saving
factor. And so it well may be that
the woman who carries her audacity
to extremes is dolng less real harm
than her more conservative alster,

In art, if it is permisaible at all
to ralss the question of morals in
art, it |8 generally recognized that
the pude is more moral than ihe
thinly draped figure. And In the
real life of human emotlods a few
Inches of well shaped ankle showing
out from under a fuffy skirt proves
more attractive to thé speclator
than the sotire form of the ballet
dancer. \

It is & rather odd coincldence that
this cﬁnm shouwld bes brought
agalnst the sex at the very tim
when womea are showing an
aroused Interest in soclal welfare.
It is an interesting question whether,
because of our quickened social con-
sclence, we have just become more
sensitive about an evil already ex-
lsting, or whether we are face to
face with a new slluation, the Lea-
dency of which s to further confirm
our traditional belief In the delight-
fu) inconsisiency of woman.




