B—A

j apyright, ML, by Frank G. Onrpentar.)

ambassador o Rome I» &
worthy sddition to the long
Net of emifent Mterary mon
who have been chossn to rep-
s at the Ereat oourts of Murope
fashion of such appointinants besan
the days of Georgs Washinglon, when
4 Jos! Barlow, the auther of “The Colum-
bad" was made our consul to Alglers
L opd It was contined during the Jeffer-
son administration when Barlow was ap-
pointed minister to Franca. Even befors
that we had Berjamin PFranklin, the
newspaper man and the author of “Poor
Richard's Almanac,” to reprasent us in
Parfa and a lttle later on John Quiney
Adama, the author of the longest dlary
Enown 1o llteratura, began hin diplomatic
work as ssoretary of our legation at the
court of M. Pgersbury,

Farther on down ths Mat came Wanh.
Ingtan Irving, who gol the materials for
his “life of Colambus” and other vel-
Umes whilse serving In a diplomatio oa-
Ppecity at Madrid, and Bayard Taylor,
the travelsr, who, with his many other
vyolumes, wrota studies fn German HHter-
Atiare and » transiation of “Faust” during
the time he was minister to CGearmany.
While Johin Hay was in Spauin he panned
his dalightful “Castillan Days' and W.
1. Howsells wrote his beautiful Ttalian
shetches whils he was constnl at Venlos

Awn to Germany. abolher &iplomat who
Waa Riso a literary light was George Ban-
erofl, the historlan, and at the court of
S James we have had such men as
John Bigelow, Jamos Russall Lowell and
Whitslaw Reld Every one of thess men
han filled well the pluce to which he way
appointed, and | prediot the same for

His stories have been
translated into many languages and they
have delighted the Engllsh-speaking

{

uid maks you acqgualnted
ambassador to Rome. No,
¥ that! It s not the am-
bassador that T wish you % know. It 1a
the suthor of “"Marse Chen'” “Meh
Rdy," the stories of the Old Dominlon,

s " Tommy Trot's Vislt te Banta Claus,™
“John Marvel, Assistant,” and that wone
Serful “Lifs of Wobsrt . Les, South-
orner.” It In Thomas Nalson Page the
friend of the north and the beloved of
the south,
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doctor of laws by Yale college In 199
and he has reonived
doctor of lltersturs

I have known Mr, Page for ysars and
have had many chats with him shout his
ilterary methods and Wierary work, He
does not like to discuss suoch thinge for
publioation and it has been only by ask-
ing many questions that I am abla to
give you the information contalned In thia
letter. Thers I8 nothing of the lterary
egolist about him, and as to his own
writings he la as backward and bashful
as any girl in his stofles.

My last call upon him was just after he
had been chosen as our ambassador to
Roms. Ha lvea, you know, hare at tha
eapiial. His homa s & reproduction of
the ideal southern mansion of the old.
time plantation. It is bullt of the same
rough brick as was imporfed for the
Virginia homes in the days of the cave-
llers. 1t has the roof balustrade and
quaint dormer windows of colonial davs
and its broad entrahce porch and old-
fashioned doorwany are among the artistio
femtures of the capital city.

Entering Lthe house yYou come into a
wide hall hung with paintings, etehingw
And engraving esach of whith has its
story. An easy flight of sialra leads to
the second floor, where I8 Lhe library, a
room a8 bhig as the hall of a colonial
church. This s wallad with mmare eodi-
tlons of the claswies and of history and
fiction in beautiful bindings. The cnses
are of coflar and they axtend from Lhe
floor aimost to the celllng. The furniturs
s old wmahogany. beautifully inlaid
There are soft divans and easy dchalrs,
and all the surroundings of the dilettante
ool lover and cultured, sasy-golng soul
An you lsok aboul you you ses no signs
of work, and the avarage caller or visitor
leaves without Imagining that sueh a
thing ns work s connsoted with Me,
Page'n 1ife,

It in different in the real workshop
Thie la two stories higher, a lttle room
which ta almost under the roof. Here
the hooks are of many kinds and most of
them nre In ordinary bindings, There
are scores of old blographies, odd wvol-
umes of history and historieal eollections,
shelven filled with American and velume
after volume of blographles and wtories
relating to the oid south. There are rpf-
erancé books, religious works, a well
thumbed Hible or so and & full squip-
ment for literary labor.

‘The eansy chalrs and luxurious furniturs
of the library below are abment. At ens
slde 1s & typewriter, at which Mr. Page's
meoretary site. and In the center of the

sfvernl degress an

| Chat with Thomas Nelson Page
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Itr Page’s Washinglon
thanged hands wnd became the Century
and one of \he new editors In clearing up
the papers found among them & bulky
roll of matusoript which had been
Jammed Into s plgeonhols so tightly that
It would bardly cames oul. He opened it
and began to glance through. It Inters
ested him, and ‘Meh Lady' was printed
It sttracted favorable aitention, and I
have bosn writing, more or less, from that
time to this'

‘““‘What waa the origin of ‘Marse Chan,’
Mr. Page?™' asked I

“It was pripted before "Meh Lady,” but
was not published untll afterward, It
may have heen held back on macoount of
tha fealing which sill existed between
the north and the south at the closs of
the civil war., The story deslt largely
with the southern slde As to its ovigin,
it came from an old lettor which a friend
of mine showed ma. Thia lether was writ-
tan to a confedéfats soldler by his Uit
eratn sweetheart in Georgia.

"It was poorly penned and poorly
rpelind, but (he sentiment In It stiradted
me. The girt had, it sesmed, trifled with
the man, and It was only after he had
lelt for the wir that she realizsed how she
loved him. In her letter ahe wrote:

"L know § have treated you mean. 1
ain't nevar done right with you all my
lite, and | loved you all the time. Wher
you asked me to marry you 1 lnughed
and sald 1 wouldn't bave you. It makes
now to think you are gone away
the war. But [ want you to know I
love rou. I want yolt 1o it & furlough
and come home and I'll marry you.'
“I'he lotter closed wilth this postscript.
“'Don't come home without a furlough,

won't marry you'

“This leiter was found In ths hreast
pockat of the soldler when he lay dying
or the battlefield of Seven Plnes. Tha
bLall which killed him had gobe through
It aa It lay there In his breast pocket
Just over his heart The pathos of the
incident were such that it made me wrile
‘Marse Chan.' "'

During my stay In this workshop »f
Thomis Nalson Page | asked many ques-
tions am to hia Wterary methods, and in
reply was shown some of his copy In its
various stages of {ts preparation for the
press. 1 wiah | could lay It before YouL
Genlus has been sald to be the cApacity
If this is so, Thomas
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and revislons it looks more like the
histogiyphics some Egyptian tomb
than the penmanship of the ordinary
puthor, Nevertheless, it has well pald
for the labor, for the story I a gem, and
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over It. The printed pages are covered
with penelled lines along the, margine
and between the iype, and in addition Is
perhaps & hall bushel of manguseript,
written word by word In Mr. Page's own
hand.. The ‘malley proofs are lkewine
covered with penmanship, and the whole
pontnine enough writing for three or four
books of equal size, This mantiseript ia
to ba ment to the Washington and Lee

|

—

“.,.e. -
&
&
- i,
e
fa e 2
g
ok
: i"",l,._'
ﬁ X
s
" TPomas
soript for the greater work. 1. looked
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university, which wishes to preserve it
as & rellc of its greatest lterary stu-
dent. |

An. we looked over the copy Mr. Page
told me how the greatnéss of Lae's char-
acter grew upon him, snd how, after
writing the mhort biography. he fait that
he could not help making the larger
work. This remark led (o the svolution
of his longer stories, and he told me that
many had started ss sketoches, which, as
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he developed the characinrs and came to
know and feel them, haldl grown Inte
novels. Mr. Page bellavea that a nhovel
stould not be entirely devoted to one star
performer. He thinks it should be a plc-
|turs of resl life. and says that In renl
| iife you seldom find one character who
| stande plone.. Ab we taiked 1 ssked him
11 his characters were real to him, and if
1ha could feel and see them as though
they were allve. He replied:

I “Yau. The people In my slories are very
renl to me. I know them not only phys-
fcally, but Intsllectually and phychically,
and 1 have to make them act and tallkk as
they naturally would do If they were
alive.

This does not mean that tha real [Copperfield:’
villlan will always act In & \-illmlnmullemputlnm of Pendennia In his

o - o = ww

orkshop at Washington

The sonversation here turned to pnﬂtﬂ
jof thought In Mierature and 1 saked Dry
Page his opinlon of the novels of toduy,
which werge so closely upon forbidden
ground in dealing with the charactas
popularly known as “the white slave.'s
He replied:

T suppose you refer to stories dealt
with the sex problemn and
That problem han always been a Teatu

of fiction and It is one of the NHve eled
ments of human ife 1 40 not ses hnq
you can present life without dealing mors
or less with it. Wa find it {n the 11:-.‘-1
lnture of the past. Dickens touchasd upo

!It In the persan of Steerforth in "Dav]

| Thackeray xives us the

way, but he mumt act in accordance with |of that name, and Oliver Goldamith

his naturea as I know him.*
uring the conversation the names of

sents such situations in the '\’Iclrm

some of the world's greatest novelists | the social outeast question in “John Ma

ciime up and [ asked whether, If Thack-
ory und Dickens wera now writing, thelr
| books would be among the "best sellers.”
| “Most nssuredly they would." was the
llmphlllc reply. ""Those men would set
the pace In flction now just as they dla
when they wrote thelr greatest novels. |
do not mean that thelr writings would
be the same, but their natural ability
would. be as prominent In thelr plotures
lof the present as they are In those of
the past. The setting would be different
but the stories would be as fully sppre-
cinted,

Wakefleld." T have dealt somewhat '"J

vol, Asslstant' and alse In one of myl
| stories, “The Land of the Spirit.” just
| published, Buch things depsnd entirely|
| upon how they are treated. They may
be handled with perfect purity. 1 hardlyl
know how to describe It. 1t is the dif4
ferencs betweoen nakedness and suggests
ive wensuality. Nakedness has nothing
viclous or revolting about it. It is a part]
of nature and should be treated as such,
On the other hand T 4o mot approve at
all of eatering to the vicious instinots
along stuch lines "

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

help the liver and

STOMACH

s

“Be Chummy”

With Your Stomach
Take good care of the digestion—

sary, and if there is any weakness at any
time take a short course of

HOSTETTER’S

right away. It will help your stomach
‘‘come back,”” relieve such ills as Loss
of Appetite, Gas on Stomach, Heartburn,
Belching, Indigestion, Oonstipation,
Biliousness, 8ick Headache, Oramps,
Diarrhoea, Malaria, Fever and Ague, and
improve your health in general.

KEEP A BOTTLE MANDY ALL THE TIME

bowels when neces-
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Miarinm 37 A Trew-prssenge g e Fally covipged §1478

MARION 37A TOURING CARS

““Consistency Th

ou Art a Jewel’’

$1475

"TJHE Marion Motor Car Co. so devise their cars that they
B are not disturbed or put out of business in production an-
nually for months to get a “New Madel” in salable condition —
Their cars are and always have been safe and sane.
ing series are but slight additions and refinements of the original
of 11 years growth—Minor changes to meet the demands in
the evolution of Motor Cars—this enables us to have stock con-
tinuously, as is the case now—we are receiving cars almost
daily and our supply of 40 horse power Touring and Roadster
Cars is complete—Electric Lights, Eletric Starter, Demountable
Rims—not a back number feature to apologize for—our aim is
to serve that class of buyers who are looking for good values at
Moderate Prices—Our service is on the same plane—No
disappointment in deliveries and no regrets for purchases.

Succeed-

The Six Cylinder 50 Horse MARION Will be Ready for Delivery August 10th
We Invite Every Dealer and Bayer to Visit Us.

MARION AUTOMOBILE CO.

2101-3 Farnam Street




