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LIGHT MOTHS AND FLAMES

What s the Fascination of the Stage?

BY EMMETT C KING

LONE 17! I love i} I dove 1l

||l|..-l_\

love the
Thus en-
I||I|~'r.'|«-lit-.-|“'\ "f"'l"‘ A voung actress,
ufter abonut ten the stage,
during which time she had gamed
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had endured disappointments aud hamilintions suel
as she had never dreamt of before she left a comlort
uble home,

What is thie fasemation that deew her and s still
lll'll\\'i!l]_.' thousands of men and women into a pro-
fession in which so few rise above mediocrity, and
from whom so many saerifiees are dempnded to
ailain even medio iy POA prominent nelor, defiu
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who adopt the stag
wnd that the great majority toke the step From en
tively diffevent muotives, There are many
ol comrse: Tor human beings are not all horn with
the same tastes and temperaments.  There are certain
desires and ambitions, liowever, to which we wmay
point as being almost. 1f not quite, universal in
mwanknd,

I'hie most poignant of all human longings is to be
admired, and in no other walk of life is the oppor-
tunity to gratify this ambition so great as behind
the Tootlights; for there was never an actor sg ieon-
petent that some one would not tell hiuy that he was
eood, and there was never a face <o plain that grease
paint and powder would not soften, or quite efface,
e hlemishes that unkind nature bestowed upon at,

Whiere is the man or woman who wislies to appear
-<]l]? \\'ltu i.'- thers i the \\'ilit', \\‘illl' \\Iﬂ]li w i i.ti
1 ph':hal‘l] when some one says: “Haow young you
look ™ Would you like to start out on a search for
sueh a person? 1 should not; but if
I were foreed to do so, 1 should take

muagnets,

Myis
old train of admirers, and that
appenr i the socety eolimmn with suxthing like the
fregquency that they
they were Nellie Nimbletoes or Mlle. Sopranorine,
\ooinstanes, i proof of thiss A short
yvoung aetress aunouneed that she was tived of the
Lt She marrisd
a i gntside the theatvieal
virele, bt in less than sis
months she retarned to the
limelight, She dud not state
whether she had tired ol
her yrew .'||r-| l‘\l'ilill‘_f 1as
time, or whether ber s
bl had ernelly adopred
“went-praol, 2w anteed
for iy months hose,™

The ambition of
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are some twenty oy l]ul!_\
millions  of  theater-goors
outside the metropolis who
are ready to bestow their
ndrmiration on the people of
the stage, and who, gener-
ally speaking, are more
prodigal with their praise
than New York's paltry
million or so of blasé thea-
ter patrons, Vanity again;
the desire to be seen and,
]nu!i.-‘-'lhl.\‘, admired by the 0
populace of the largest eity
in the eountry; to be able
to write home (not one actor in ten was born in
New York): “l am playving in New York."”

What a world of happiness thatl assertion contains!
For vears he has dreamed of the day when his name
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the first ear that would land me at
the “funny house”

Arve not the wearing of handsome
and beeoming clotlies; the applause
add langhter of the audienee; the
conseionsness that hundreds of cyes
are concentraled on you; that lun.
tleeds of ears ave listening intently
to hiear whit gon are going to say
wre ot these most .'Jul\ olis sensat ons 7
Are they not essentially and i iver-
stlly human sensations?

Again, let any person on  the
street, or a1 any gathering of people,
sy “There goes an  acor!”
Does n't every one turn and look at
the one indiented 7 Exeept on Broad-
way, where aetors are s common as
prenchers at Ocean Grove, an aclor
off the stage is always an interesting
prersonality. any one lurn
aronnd and look when some one
points ot a lawver, a doslor, or un
wditar?  Is it not pleasing (o feel
that one is singled ontl s belonging
to an nnusaal and mueh admived
vlnss f

What, then, is the deduction?  In
civing my theory of the fnseination
ol the stage, 1 expect to hear pro-
fesig of, “No!" “Absard " and “Ri
dieylous!”  For my contention is
that the principal faseination of the
stage lies in the opporiunity fo gral-
iy vanity, and 1 am an aclor,
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HAT percentage of actresses
who IMATTY nén ot t"lllllll'l‘ll‘ll
with the theater give np the siage for
L'tmcl".' {'r--h:lhh' nol O per eent,
A it is safe o say hal seveniy-

five per eent refurn to the oot lieghis
Leennse ”u‘_\ find that, ns Mrs. (lold-

“1 love the dusty dressing rooms; | love the smell of the grease.paint!”

"There goes an actor!”

Mustrations by G H Mitchell
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Inte. This dvenm hins nroved
fom np when the ghost faled
Dovwagiae, o
when the wanager jumped
the company and leff the
actors strnnded o Joplin,
It may be yoars before he
obtning another New York
engangement ;. For New York
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oHEng
eleet, ore Tew and
wel,  But he
|esent | and the JoYy ol meed
g a fviend on the vialte,
andd on being nsked: “What
are vou doing i town " 1o
e ubilee 1o answer:  “1 o
plaving at the Frolangm
Theater,  compensates  for
sensans of one-night stands,
e may be playing a pan
thiat vou could not reeall,
alter laving seen the play
but no mnatter — he is play
ing in New York!

OFf course, it may be ns
simed that some people go
on the stage purely as n mat-
ter of bisiness.  Aotor's sal-
aries seem lnrge, when one fails to consider the shorl -
s ol thede working season, the expense of livieeg in
loteds, paying sleeping-enre farves, and so forth, Bl
Lo offsel (e lhl'ut_\ Lhat the stase 12 0 business P
sition to a cousidernble number of persous, we have
only to look at the veerults that the theater elpims
aunually from the ranks of socicty, Does the weallhy
society man or woman go into the profession for bus
ness reasons?  Assuredly not.  There are many o
this elnss on the stage whose salaries wonld not s
for their bonvd and elothes, Wy, (hen, do they go
The same old thing, Their civele of admirers 18 (oo
small to satisly theie vanity; they are not suMieiently
in the publie eve to gratif'y their evaving for aduwivn
tion, and the stage offers them the best feld inowliels
they may be seen and talked about by the greatest
-'l'l'lll'fll'i' ol In‘l"‘lrrl“\. .\|}IH_\ waornen From the soeiml
world go into the chorus, where the sarronndings an
anything bot pleasant, the work very ardunons
there is the lenst ||1|-;-i|l||' opportunily for v
ment, snd the pay not worth considering,  They g
for the simple veason that ehorus gils e wneh
songht after and admired Ly o large number of men,

when

AVE T demonstrated that viehaty s Lhie thest mould
srentest attrachion of the stage? Then, we will
tnke np avother featore thot wakes an u|.|u-.|l T 4

wl many aspivants,

A NYoung nHu, w ho had Lot ||'('l'l:||l\-' Jlllnilli'll 1l
stage, was asked why he decided to beeome an et
“Beeanse 1L 18 n't as havd work as selling shioes,” wa
the veply.

The lnte Denman Thompsion iz reported (o hayve
saidl s “All actors are either eenzy o ey, W het hie
My, Thompson exeepted himsell from the sweeping
assertion i not ehrovicled, e was luzy enongh o
Py one part for twenty odid years, nad ernzy enongl
to wmnas o Tortiune therefrom.  There are donbifloss
many theatrieal managers who will agree with M
Thompson, and an equal number of aefors ean he
found who will aver that mosi thealvieal munngers
ate mentally unbalaneed, It is mevely the point ol
view.

There 14 no doubt, however, that the appavently
easy life of the actor is another factor that eonsti
lides the so-ealled wloge. Al
while we hear o greal deal abont the havd work that
the actov 4 ealled njron fis 'lll, Lhere 18 i 1[--!!_\ilr"
that, with the exeeption of the stock eompany actor,

fnsemation ol the



