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many yearsg of activity as helpmeets
to the ploneers whose energy made
nn empire of a wilderness, and bullt
un great eity where the red man had
big wiwiup half n century ago, a number of the
mothers of Omaba occasionally find comfort In
chatting of the days that are gone. Thess women
shared with their energetic husbands in the stern
realitiea of ploneer I{fe; they were here in the
“days before,” when the surroundings were those
of primitive civilization, and joined with the men
folk In overcoming and developing, until the hope
of the beginning blogsomed and ripepned Into the
reallzation of dreams fulfilled, Coming as brides,
from homes that knew the comforts and even the
loxuries of life of the day, they faced the unknown
conditions of Iife, the uncertaintics: oﬂ existance,
that made a journey to the “west” of that thme &
trip of adventure, but thelr courage was equal to
the demands upon it, and now, surrounded by all
that old age should bring with it, they are swestly
ablding among grown-up sons and daughters, with
grandchildren in troops, and friends uncounted,
atching the sunset of life deepen Into the glories
of rose and pink that come with the close of &
perfect day. Useful, active lives they spent in the
service of bringing clvilization’'s comforts to the
wilds; strennous days they knew, in that past,
when the west was young, when white men were
few, when the ways of the froutler were rough, and
uncouthness had to be conguered by the sheer dinf
of culture. It was these women who brought the
b;llnnlnun of culture Into the frontier settlemant,
and who, by thelr example and precept, sel up
standard that has never been lowered. Almost
without exveption, they came as brides, joining
with thelr husbands in the work of winning a home
from the wilderness, of setting up a roof-tree and
establishing themsealves & family, and togsther they
did what they get gut upon, Of the women who
are here doalt with It may be said in the truest
sinss, they were the mothers of Omaha, just as
thelr husbands were the futhers. Thelr husbands
have turned the corner, just a little shead j of
them; life was full of meaning to tham, active and
earnest, and they did noc shivk their tasks nor
stinit thelr energles, so when the call came for
hem lf coase thelr labors, It was simply to rest
from Aduty never dessried.

Three Were Governors' Wives.

Among these women are the wives of three

ermer governors of Nebraska—Mra, T, B, Cuming,
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. ERENHELY resting out the quiet evem-
ing of thelr lives, looking back over
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Mres. Alvin Saunders and Mrs. 1, E. Boyd., Mrs.
Cuming was first of the number to come to Ne-
braska; she was wedded to Thomas B. Cuming at
Keokuk, In, In 1853, and s few months later he
vus named by President Plerve as secretary of the
new territory of Nebraska. Francis Burt of South
Caroling had beon designated by the president e
governor of Nebraska, but while the party was yvet
at Bellevue aud before the capital city of the terrl-
tory had bean chosen, Governor Burt slekened and
died, and Secrelury Cuming became acting gover-
ner. At was his official aci that jocated the first
capitol of Nebraska at Omaba, This was in 1804,
when Omaha had about 160 Inhabitants snd was
without any accommodation for the reception of
the acting-governor and his-bride, They wade their
homes at Council Bluffs for a tlwme, but when It
was practical, set up thelr household in Omahu.
Al wife of the governor, Mrs, Cuming found ber-
s¢lf the "first lady" of the yvoung community, and
cheerfully and successfully devoted herself to the
onerous soclal duties that devolved on her as such,
Bhe bas never lost bher fondnesg (or the soclsty of
young folks, and still loves to surround herself
with a bevy of girls, taking an Interssted part i
thelr dologs and adding much 1o their enjoyment
by bher sayiugs. Bhe has alwava been a devout
Catholic and has taken a deep Interest ln the char-
ities of tle church. After the denth of Governor
Cuming, she made her home with her brother,
Fraok Murphy, until bis death, and stlll keeps the

of Om

home on 8t. Mary's avenus, where many
sccial gatherings sssemble.
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Also Came From lowa,

Mra. Baunders also came with her husband from
lowa, caming here in 1562, when her busband was
named by President Lincoln as governor of the ter-
ritory of Nebraska. One of the latest of Presi-
dent Lincoln's officlal aets was to siga the com-
misslon for Governor Saunders' second term. Later
Governor Saunders was chosen United States sena-
tor from the new state of Nebraska, and thus his
wife wus brought into the most brilllant circles of
Washinglon soclety. The home of the Baunders
family on Bherman avenue way long known for its
bospitality and Ity eminence in socia] affalrs. Mrs,
Baunders there presided as hostess for President
Benjamin Harrison on the occasion of his visit 1o
Omuaha some (wenty-two years ago. Mre, Saunders
wis and still Is asctive In church and charitable
work, =

Mrs. Boyd came to Nebraska as a bride, although
she had only to come across the river. She came
to Couuci] Bluffs In 1868, and therp met James E,
Boyd, a member of the Nebraska legisluture. Hha
married him and came to Omaha to make her
home Before CGovernor Boyd was called to ths
execultive chalr he likd served loag as mayor of
Omaba, and this had given Mra. Boyd much expe-
rience in the social dutiss that fall on the wife of
& public man, s¢ that she was well prepared for
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the Lagks that became hers as the “first lady' of
the state. Bhe gave a great deal of her time to
the work of the church and to charitable under-
tekings, although aince her husband’'s death and
unti] & little while ago she was quite sctive ln the
management of the business of the catate,

Chats of Early Days.

Mra. Byron Reed is another of the ploneer
women of Omahs who came 88 a bride from Counctl
Blutfs. Her parents moved to that city when she
was but 10 years of age, and she was married while
still in her teens to Byron Reed, and with him
jolned in the work of making a center of culture
and soclal activity out of Omahas, !

Mre, Reed tells of » most brilliant social affair
whith was held In the old hotel at Florence in
18567, “Yes, Indeed.” sald Mrs. Reed, 't wus ons
of the mo#t besutiful purtles | bave ever attended
augd one which | will never forget. 1 wWas only n
ttle mirl at that time, but | well remember Just
how pretty the women appeared to me. The hotel
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wan kept by three old maids. who had come here
from Philndelphis, and whepever they entertained
everyane always went for one was sure of a splen-
did dme."

Mre. Reed sut -back In her obalr as she told of
these days and s bright smile came and went ud
the happy and sad times were recalled. BShe came
to Council Bluffa with her father when she was
10 years old and married whén she was o her
teens. Her frst home wis In Florence and she
recalls the visit. of the Mormons to that village
very plainly. Boon after she was married she
moved to Omaha and has made her home here aver
slnce, Bhe has been one of the sctive workers In
Trinity cathedral and her social dutles are many.
Her home for many years was on Twenly-fifth and
Nouglas streets and Byron Reod wus one of
the active business men of the oity.

Was Here With the Earliest.

One of the earliest of the plonear wolten to oo
trr Nebruska was Mrs. A, J. Poppleton, who came
to Omahn in 18564, and she recalls in & most n-
teresting way the sarly days of the city. She says:

“Mr. Poppleton was one of the first settiers of
Omaha, coming here from his native state, Michi
gan, in 1864, and was & member of the first legis-
luture., | came to Council Bluffs with my father's
famlly from New York in the ssme year and Mr
Poppleton and | were married the second day of

(Cootinued on Page Nine.) B
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