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The Collapsible Husband

Ut

uledl, she was in her room, her
biarred for protection agalnst him

Gently, Insinuatingly, the direct
continued "Mra. Caxton, you say
that you were afrafd of vour husband,

door

Now, among the exlilbits here, 15 0
vial sald tocontaln venom, and which
wag Tound In your possesslon. Wil
you tell me ploease where vou got it
In Mr, Caxton’s study,”
For what purpose did you re
lye i

"To prevent him from giving it to
himsell or, possilily

1o ot hirs
“You removedd It then, not to admin

Ister 1t to him, but for his own proted
tlon Now, will vou tell the Jury,
please, what reason vou huwd Tar tak

lng thnt precaution.

“He acted as though he
know what he was about.”

Yot It Is teuee, Ia It not, that e wias
i scholur and engaged on some b
portant work?

"Tle was wrlting o book, ves.'

did not

And concerning this hook, Mrs,
Cauxton, do yoiur recall anvibing un
usunl

"My husbond  vecelved an lettey
fened Shel Shoankara In which th
viebter warned him of the fate of an
other scholar named  Delormel wnd
sdd that 1T he Lll.d not ghandon the
ook hie would be killed

"Qulte s \1..] did Mr, Caxton say

who thig-—er—Shrl Shankarn wng?"
“I'he letter stated thar, It came
fron Denares and sald that the writer

wus o DBrabmnn priest.”
“Ah! And whnt effect,
this betier have on Mrpe

He began to see and hear things,
or al least he spld so, e sald that
one evenlng on entering hig study he
2w o omian seated ot hils desk (R0
gnld the man was dressod in =ik and
that he could hear the pen scerateh on
the paper. He also sald that when he
reached the man, the latter vanishod,

leaving nothing to indicate that
hie hind been there

“Aly hugbaond sald that on the pager
wis written ‘Shrel Shankara” and fhot
the Ink was still wet,"

"IMd he say anyithing dlse?

“He gadd that If he caught hilm
nealn, or caught him st all, he would
Al him with o syringe of venom.”

“Anid you feared that it was himself
bhe might stab?*

“Procigely

If any, did
Caxton?

1||i‘l'-= lu.\\'--d. Thank you, Mrs,

uxton.” IHe turned to Sherwood.
"Your witness, And, by the way, let
me beg of you, don't go at this wli
ness, ng you dd the lnst, ke s com
mon scold.”  He turnod again to the
defendant “1 apologize In advance
for any rudencss on the part of the

District ;\l'l\llll_\ ’

From behind the bar, meanwhile,
ubjections had expioded ke shell,
Hut, through the tununing e of them,

dores had held his own, held the wit
ness o the polnt, extracting bit by bit
this curious story which, | could see,
amuzed even the Dench, Then, event-

ually, through ol ey witnesses,
through the testimony of experis re
called, Mores demonstrated Caxton's

nentosis and, the usunl hypothetionl
question alding, extracted their belief
that he had divd of cardiae paralysls
fnduced by the fright which his hal
Iucinations caused,

But were they halluelnations, |
wondered? —u guery which | was
careful not to put In my copy. Yel

during the proceedings that rfollowed
I could not but reflect that the lmpos
sible belng a term which long since
scivnce hias dropped from its diction
ary, It might be that at PDenares,
where It s elalmed that adepts are
able to exteriorize and project them
selves through space, it might be that,
trom there, priest had astrally
wppeared o Caxton, glbbersd at him,
menaced him and, o his nenrotie eon-
dition, had frightened him to death

After the summing up, the charge
followedd pnd the Jury Hhsd out I

HOIL
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wilvertising, 1he

1 Page o

wiug Idle to walt, perilous as well
al any murder trinl ong fung the visk
of belng talked to death If nothl
WOTse and | went on to the news
paper offive where 1 was  ompdoyod
and where 1 lnter leatnea *hat Judith
caxton had bDeen acguitted

Now, as | looked out on the Paciti
I wondered what had become of b
SMILORTLY 1 was onlightoned.  After
“F luncheon 1 found wy way into a

deserted BHTard room and got o clizad

from the waiter. Durlng ltuncheon |
had lookaed over the wine lst oon
which was Sham Show. AU the o
I Knew but by repate of this Chinese

tecaction whdeh, whible hilghly Ingplea

tional, s | was to diseover, I8, prl
muerily, Just o much art, music and
verde digtilled

I tald the walter to send sote of i
to my room, bat the man misunder
wlood, On the marble toppyed table m
which 1 Wl <eated msself, o put o
glaas and o full bottle, uncorked, B
fore | could eorrect hilm,  Mores
IHmped In

I rose to greet Bim As he ap

proteliod, o bhand oulstrotohmd, T saw

that he was sallow and that e seemed
unstrung. 1 asked Bim to 200, whicl,
with a deoop, he did; then, after look-
ing furtively a i, he looked also
and with marked wistfulness ot the
Lot le,

“Try 10,7 1 sugeestid

Araln he looked about,
helped himself, slghed o

thanked mie,
slgh of the

e st .L.uli“-iu tion and helped him
sl nnew
The effect wus surprising 1

threw ot bis Invaldid wiv, To the chad
I swhich he had drooped, he sal Hp
Hia former bulldog look returned

Appreciatively 1 nodded “You
don’t seem to bhoave choanged much
ginee that trinl. By the way, what In
came of your client?”

A the guestion he nodded back ot
mie and helped himsell again

“Mrg, Caxton,'” 1 resumed, “intey
wsted me greatly,”
"Yea, you," he replied, “She was an

extraordinary woman, most oxtraordl
nury and most unfortunate,”

“Not at your hand4,” | sald and
would hnve sald more, but he cut e
short.

“'urticularly at my hamdls I got

her off, yes, and z#w her live 1o n
gret i

“Whit!

It is as 1 tall you. After the yver
dirt were you there ot the thine?
Well, when It was rendered, s
fadmied. Alerward fever developed
Between death and e she hovered
for weelks Finwlly, beecause perhops

she had not suffered enough, the fever
waned, left her, stiength returned and
she salled for l".11:'--|n' n
“10d she?” 1 sald, The
seemed a biv ordinary,

depouemoent
I do not Kknow

why, but 1 expected something difter
et

“Yos, and I followsd her, In Lon-
don she put her hand In mine, She

bociee Mis
Al this, as

Mores,”

though In surprise at

her mod at himself, he started

I started nlso, I never heard of
that."

He drank agaln and nodded. “We
woere married o the guictest manner

and suceeeded In cacaping publicity
of which, s you may appreciate, ahe
had & horror, It 18 for that reason
you pever bheard of it Few did hear
of it nnd having changed ber name
alterward, when she diwgd thvose
few reallzed who It was that had gone,
Only those aud myself

At the olimax, he looked down and

only

away The decent dejection moved
me and 1 muttered something to the
effect that if there were words of sym-
pathy 1 wonld express them.  “But
there are none™ | adided

exNone'" he abgently repeated

It was a it painful aod | tacked
“What becamoe of the book, the famous

Lowak whivh Caxton wins wreltine”
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