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The Art of The Acrobat

infinped |

e bl the needless acooinpai bt
of the sssentinl privilege of the chr
Uus (0 presentl 1o uE o Studoession
o popobats with thelr bodies In e
feat condition, to exhiblt 1o us that

purely physical beanty which we i

ever In danger of overlooking o
oven  forgetting et werobygt

i and handsome, as ek Fion
fovund them, may display thelr daring
and thelr grace, standing on a clr
cling stoed or swinging from o Oying
trapeze, vevolvinge on a horizontal

bublding themselyvies
Iunien gy ramids on the

bar or iup into

bark of the

arenn; but the way In which they mny
choose to exhibit their skill and to
show themselve K unfmportant

While the Greeks had far more op
portunitios than are vouchsafwl to us
moderns behold the humat body
exhiblting It stiength and s skill
in graceful play, we huve the advan
tnge that many of the most effective
vXercises are latterday fnventions, It
seems  unllkely that the Athenians
and the Spartans, c¢ven though they

Lid

wers horsemen, had attalned to the
art of bareback riding; they may
have bestraddled a saddleless stoad,
but they had unot learned how 1o
atand on Whis back and to turn sum
mersets in time with the strlde of
the horse. It is, of course, possible
that they were familine with this,
but no geulpture and no vase-paint-
Ing, no anecdote in the works of the
proge-wrelters and no line of the lyr
Ists, survives to nuthorize us to bhe
Hove [t And It Is pretty certaln
algo that they lacked the horizontal
bar, which affords lHmitless possi-

bilitles to the adventurous acrobat of
our own times,

The trapeze hasg 4 name of Greek
orlgin and It was possibly known to
the Greeks, Hut the Greeks did not
foresee the full possibilities of the
trapeze, since its most gtartling utlli-
ration, the fent known as the Flylng
Trapeze, was invented by the French
nerobat Lootard, only a Ittle later
than the middle of the nineteenth
century. The Flying Trapeze {8 the
nltimate nchievement of acrobatic
art, and It demands the utmost com
binatlon of skilful strength and of
onsy egrace. It was a feat that the
Greeks would have appreciated and
njoyed; since It demanded and dis-
closed the perfectlon of physleal
conrage and of physical skill,

(‘ RACERFUL mastery of the trapeze
wid the most marked characteris
e of Léotard; and It may be doubted
whether any of those who have fol
lowed the path he traced through the
alr and who have vanguished diMoul-
tles beyond those which he ¢on

‘quvré'd. have been able to outdo him
in the essentinl of grace. The over

| coming of difficulty is one of the ole

| ments of the pleasure which we take
In any art; part of our enjoyment of
n sonnet, for example, must be
nseribed to the apparent ecase with
which the povt fs able to express his
thought amply and completely within
the rigld Hwitations of his fourtecn
lines with thelr preseribed arrange
ment of Nye opf gix rhvmes gt
o detight s diminished if we are
made consvious of the effort it has
vost the artist to attain his aim.
Many of the later performers on the
Flving Trapeze let us that the
featy they are attempting are so d1M-
eult that they can not be accom

plished without abylous effort
It happons that the present writer

B

Is able to bring his personal teatd
wony to the fact that this was the
principls which always governvd
Léotard himself. When the French

gvmnast pald hils only visit to ths
'nited States, mwore than forty yvears

ngo, he nsed to practice In a gym
nasium whirh the writer also fre-
quented, e spoke no English and
the writer had a little school-boy
French, so that a certain intimacy
gprang up, One day Léotard asked

the writer to swing a trapeze for

wrt Pagie
Wi and he sprang off mid citught 3
with o swingle bhond, aoed Ll s
and tinpeze retodned L R TR T
gensped thie Nest brapese agaln with
e Danad hils evoked an tmtaedd
wle exclnmntion of astonishtnent ad
wadmiration sl the siprtline copguest
of HMenlty, and It wis Tollowed by
Phv nturad gquestion why 80 exiraoy
inary a feat had newv bheen ¢x
hibited in pubidi

Don't you =2e¢ the reason?” i
nsked “Wiatch me, while 1 do It
ngain

e repeated the fent; and when it
was over he smileéd and asked, "1

you sed¢ now
The writer responded that he conld

not help observing o certiin awk
wardnesa In Léotard's novements, a
eorindn vielence of efort, amd 4 el
tain lack of grac

“That's Just” I,” Léotard replied
"The leaps [rom Ltrapeze Lo trapez
with the ald of one hand only must
be Jopsided, sinee the body Is lney
Itably more or less twisted There
Is a sort of wrenching of the person
which ean not be avolded, oven |1f
it s ungraceful. That Is why 1 have
never exhibited this feat in publis
difficult as It 5 That Is why | nesveys
shall exhibit it, for the quality |
seek above nll things ls grace; which
la possllile only when 1 can use both
hands, so that | can make what [ do
soem  easy, no matter how difficult
It may be.

It was In the same winter that
Liéotard was In New York about
forty years ago thnt the Hanlon

Brothers paid one of their welcome

visits to Americn. They were then
acrobata pure and simple, although
Iater when they called themselves
the Hanlon-Lees they had become
pantomimiata. As acrobats they held
ust to the same principles which
eoverned Léotard In his perform-
ances. They Insisted upon certainty
of execution: they never falled to

perform the feat they set out to ac-
complish, and to perform it success-
fully, the first time they tried it.

The present writer was told at the
time that there were two or three
surpriging and alluring feats which
the Hanlons had Invented themselves
and which they practiced laboriously

and faithfully all that winter, but
which they wisely refralned from
ever putting on their program be.
causs they woere never able to assure
themaelves of a unlformly successful
result, They could do any one of
these feats four thmes out of tive, hut
the fifth time there would be a4 mis-
calenlation of energy, and the at
tempt would have to be repeated.

ERE again the modern acrobat,

who Is gulded by a real feeling

for his art, Is In accord with the
principles which the Greeks obeyed.
In Attle tragody, for example, thers
are no seenes of violonee, no geuilles
and no assassinations; and this is
not because the Greeks shrank (rom
seenes of blood, as some eritles have

bicause
ralsed
were topped by

contended, but rather
the actors in thelr dramn woeys
on thick boots and
towering masks, which made It al
most  lmpossible for them to 1ake
part in scenes of vielence, In hand
toochand struggles, in murders bofore
the eves of the spoctiators, withowut
danger of displacing the mask and
thereby distracting the attentlon of
the audience from the immedinte puy
of the dramati Whnt
not be done groacefully the
refrained from  attempting
The exhibition of difficulty faor the
sake of diMicully, still more the fall
ure to accompligsh a “stunt” for the
sake of calllng attention to fts Jdim
culty — thegs things the Greelis ab
borred, They would surely have dis
approved of the continuons toedanc
ing which evokes abundant applause
nowadays from spectators lgnorant
of the true principlos of the art of
the dance,

valnly

jrose
could
Greeks
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