“"We have no
o1 smy !
What do you say

“That was merely an Anglicised ex-
pression of astonfshmoent.”

“Don't you believe me™

“"Hardly."

They were sitting together on the
automobile seat, decp In the shade of
the follage above them, but when he
caught gight of the Indignant face she
turned toward him, it aimost appeared
a8 if the sun gshone upon it, She was
nbout to speak, thought berter of her

plans

ilmpulse, and reached forward to the
IHttle lever that controlled the self
starting apparatus She found his

hand there bhefore she
her intention
“I am returning.” she said, iclly.
“Not yet,” said Stranleigh, repress.
ing n slgh and regarding her with
covert admiration,

could carry out

Miss Maturin leuned baek in the
BOAL.

“Ned told me you were the most
courteous of men 1 have rarely

found him so mistaken fn an lmpres
glon."”

“Was it a courteous man you ot oult
to find on your recent Atlantie voy
age?”

8 the girl made no reply, Biran

lelgh went an: My politeness s
something Hke the dams we have been
consldering, 1t containg more than
appears on the surface, There Is a
concedded power within It. You may
meet myriads of men well qualified
to tench me but when this
veneer of socinl observance I8 broken,
vou come to much the same material
underncath, | seldom permit myself
the luxury of an escape from the con
ventlons, but on rare occasions 1 hreak
thirough. For that | ask your pardon,
Impressed by your sincerity, | forgo
for the moment everything but your
own need in the present erigis.”

Courtesy,

“What crisis?” she asked, Indig
nantly.
“The fipancial crisls caused by

spending your avatlable resources on
this so-called conservation poliey. To
all intents and purposes you are now
a bankrupt. Mra. Vanderveldt has
contributed all she can, and both'yon
and she are afraid to tell her brother
the true state of the case, You fear
vou will get Hutle gympathy from him,
and already you have felt his annoy-
nnee nt the lawsuit In which you have
Involved him, Henee your desperate
need of a capitalisy, Miss Maturin, A
really polite man would be more
pleasant as & companion than I am,
but he would not be worth that!"

Stranlelgh removed his band from
the lever long enough to snap finger
and thumb, but he replaced it in-
stantly when he saw her determl
nation to start the machine.

“The man of the moment, Miss
Maturin, s a large and reckless capl
taltst, | am the man of the moment,

He released his hold of the lever,
and sat upright, The sternness of his
face relaxed

“Now, Miss Maturin, turn on the
engine; tanke me where you will
Dump me into any lake you choose;

the water Is crystal clear, and 1 am
a good swimmer,” and with this
Stranleigh indulged In o hearty laugh,
his own genial self onee more.

“You are laughing at me," she said,
resentfully.

“Indeed, I am not
diction, you see! 1 am laughing ot
myself, and ruefully, Miss Maturin
There's nothing 1 loathe so much as
strenuousness, and here 1 have fallen
into the viee, It i the influence of
that brawling river below us, | think
But the river beecomes gt il enough, and
useful enough, when it resches the
great lake at Powerville, which {8 big

Another contra

cnough to swallow all these Hitle
ponds.”

The girl made no motion toward
the lever, but sat very stil), lost in
thought When she spoke, her volee
was exceedingly gulet

“You complimented Nature a while
ago, Intending, as | suppose, to com

! he

plment me; but 1 think, after all
eredator compliment s yvour
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forward talk, which 1 appreciate, al
though 1 recelved It so petulantly I
shall make no apology, beyond saying
that my mind s very much perturbed
Your surmise s absolutely correct, It
fsn't that I've spent the whole of my
fortune and my friend’s fortune in
this conservation scheme, but because
I have bullt & model town on the
helghts  above Powerville I whs
promiged assigtance from the banks,
which is now withheld; largely, 1 sus
pect, through the opposition of John
L. Bogscombe, a reputed milllonaire
To all Intents and purposes Boscombs
and | are the owners of Powerville
and the mills there, but although this
place was founded and bullt by my
father, | am a minority stockholder,
and powerleas. Boscombe excercises
control. Any sugrestions of mine ar
lgnored, for Boscombe has litile falth

no faith at all, in fact,— In the bus
Iness capacity of a woman.

“1 have tried, as | hinted, to enlist
the cooperation of other capltalists
but experience has tanght me that any
appeal Is futlle that does not impinge
directly upon cupldity, 1If there 18
the least hint of phllanthropy in the
project, every man of money fights
shy of it”

“1 am an exception,” sajd Stran-
lelgh, quietly. “Philanthropy used
fo be a etrong point with me, though
| confess 1 was never very saccessful
In its exercise,. What humanitarian
geheme 18 In your mind, Miss Matur
in?"

Agnin she sat silent for rome mo
monta, Indecigion and doubt on her
falr brow Presently she sald, as if

pulling hersell together

"T will not tell you, Lord Stran
lelgh. You yoursell have just ad
mitted digbelief, and my plan 18 80
fantastie that 1 dare not submit it to
eritlelsm.”

"1 suppose your model town Is in
opposition to the old one down In the
valley. You, alone, are going to com
pete with Boscombe and yvourself T

“That s one way of putting it.”

“Very well; 1 am with you. Blow
Boscombe, say . I've no head for
business, so I shan't need to take any

advice, | shall do exactly what you
tell me. What Is the first move?"
“The first move 8 to set your

brokers in New York at work, and buy
a block of Powerville stock.

“] see; 80 that you and 1 together
have control, Instead of Boscombe?

“Yos."

“That shall be done, as qulck as
telegraph can give Instructions, What
next?

“There will be reguired a large sum
of money to liguidate the elalms In
curred through the bullding of the
town."”

“Vory good. That money shull be
at your disposal within two or three
days."

“As for gecurity, I regrog—-="

‘Don’t mention I, My security s
my great faith in Trenton, also in
yvourself. Say no more about it."

“You are very kind, Lord Stran
leigh, but there Is one thing | musi
gay. This may Involve you In n law
sult 80 serlous that the Hulgation of
which Ned complaing will appear o
mere amicable arrangement by com
parison.'

“Forget that; it doesn't disturb moe
in the least I love a legal contest,
because I have nothing to do but place
it In the hands of competent lawyers
No personal activity is required of
me,"

111 second part of the programine

wis accomplished even BOGNOT
than Stranleigh had promised, but
the first part hung fre, The brokers
In New York could nol acquire any
'owerville stock, was shown by
thelr application to Miss Maturin her

s

welf, neither had thelr efforis been
corried ont with that seeprscy which
Stranlelgh enjoined, He realized this
when John L. Boseombe called apon
him. Ho went directly to the polot

' am happy to meet yvou, Lord
Stranlelgh, and if you'll excuse m
1'd Hke to say that! you s o grettey
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From 5% Acres of Vegetables between
Rows of Grape Fruit and Orange Trees

¥ Acre of Beans . .
4 Acre of Cucumbers

$137.50 W
250.00 2

5 Acres of Watermelons 400.00
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Wauchula District,
Florida,
Combination Soil

Gives You a Good Living

from Vegetables until Your
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Well's Record on His Place
West of Wauchula, Florida

Buppose you were in Mr, Well's boots—
making a good living from your vegeta-
bles between the rows of grape fruit and
orange trees, You'd be looking forward
to the timme when your trees wounld begin
to bear. You could confldently expect
25,000 to $5,000 a year. Do you expect 3
that now in your present work?

No wonder |iml thousands of weres have been §
sold in the one year this lund has been offered, B
No wonder new settlers have tlocked in und are B
alrendy muking good. No wonder that in o R
year Wauchuln bas grown from 1,600 to 2,000 §
inhabitants and the town of Vandoluh hus §E88
sprung up, muking a new center for business, :
for marketing crops.

Families find an attractive socinl life,churches,
schools, lodzes, bunks and stores, live cash
maurkets and good transportation for erops.

What are yor going to do about it? Here's
o place where you can buy lund at o low figure
with casy payments, Where your crops pay
your way. Where your future income is what
you want to make it.

Do you know of any place in California )
that offers you such a chance with so #&
little money to start on? A

Let Men Who Are Making $3,000,
$5,000, $8,000 a Year Tell You &3
How They Started—Write for Facts

Let us send you their letters, Read the
thrilling experviences of men who came &

here with nothing and who ean today &
write their checks for well up in five &

. 7 >
ligures, Men who make more fiom i
one erop than you can make in a aF !
yvear's work. s

GET THE FACTS _boauti-
ful booklets, plentifully f1lus-
trated.

Study our entire offer,
our low prices, easy o
terms,bankers’guar- S
antee, Get this in-
formation NOW
—today. Send

a letter, o . -
) Ao _.' .

postal or
the cou-
pon.
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