OULD yon like 1o soe the most beauniul

womain o Ameriea ' asked Edward
Trenton of his woest,

Lord Stranleigh drew 0 \\‘uif'll o1 Two
Trom lus egar, and the suggestion of a
smile played aboot his lips,

*“Your question lunts that I have nol
already wet her,” he sald ot lnst.

“Have you?"

“OLF course”

“Where "

“In every fown I have visited.”

“Oh, 1 daresay you have met pretty girls, but only
one of them is the most benutiful in Amerien.”

Again Stranleigh smiled.

“My dear Treaton,” he said ot last, “on almost
any ol hier -I.I1I_]!'l'l 1 should hesitate o venture an
opinion thai ran counter to your own, vet in this
reil “-'p':hl:l-. I am
stulisties, bt ol vou will tell me how

| think VO WGy the g
not Lfilnll nt
wany of vour fellow counteyvimen are ot this moment
in love,

mstunned

I'1]l make VOry accurale estimats regnrding

the number of most beautiful women he United
States,”

“lake ‘\II-I["H':!. orar |"l_,':’ . 1 alwavs defer to the
man ol X perenee I om glad to have it on one

stibject o which vou mre gualiied to e my teacher

“I like that! Edward Trenton depreeinting his
own conguests 1s 4 popualar actor i a new role, Raot
vou evade the point. | woas merely trving, somew hat
tl“k"\ﬂillll\' to show that every woman is the most
beautiful in the world to the man in love with her.’

“Very well; 'Il fratne my differently
Would you like to nwet one ol the most eultured
1'1‘ her =X a

“Rless you, oy boy, 'm alraid of ber already. It
w snfbeiently embarmssing 1o mweet o bricla, alert
man, but o clever wotman ' Whv, | become so
painfully stapad that she thinks 'm putting it on”

L1 ”l\‘ let me
nnother
richest woman in Pennsvivauin
“That, as o matter of vourse,” said Stranleigh,
interesied,

UL s1iamn

ot the case before von in sl

Would yvou like to meet the

3+4

form,

Trenton recarded him with a shade of d APV IOy 1

“1 imagined weulth was the very last gqualitieatio
noman i yvour position wotthd eare for i a woma
yvel, f.dln“l\ have | Hnished the sentenee wiu Vol

Jomp at the chanece 1 ofli
“And why not? A}

would strike me dumb it il shie s lhideonsly rwl
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| may be certhin of one thing; |
shiall wot be asked to
money  in some

mvest
hare-brained
seheme,”

“You are quite safe from that,
or indeed, from any other dun
ger, so far as Miss Maturin is
voteerned, Nevertheless, it is but
Just that vou should understand tle
situation, so, i you scent danger of
any kind, you may eseape while there
is yet time"
remarked Stran
leigh, “eertain signs have not eseaped me
This delightful mansion is being prepared
for n hounse party; 1 know the symptoms: |

|I:t\l' .-"\l‘)'-!l |'nlll-1!_\ ||;|rr'\- l-!' my owi.

“I'nobservant as | am."

If, us |
begin to suspeet, | am in the w ay, Just say the word,
and Il take IIJ_\‘-"“' ofl m all ;_'mnf humor, ]mlnlu
to receive an ivitation on some future oceasion,”
“Well, if that's your idea of American Imh|»n.|lil_\.
you've got another guess coming, You're a patient
man, Stranleigh, and may be interested in some of
our family history, My father owned a good deal
of land in Pennsylvania. He died a very wealthiy
man, and left his property eojointly to my sisters
and myself., He knew we shouldn't quarrel over the
division, and we haven't. My activity has been con
centrnted in conl mines and in the railways whiel
they feed: and my inheritance has been doubled, 1
had meant to devole a good deal of attention to this
estate, working along lines which my
.'."l‘\ln'ii. hut ’ hiave never heen nble to 41-- w0, hiving,
Philadelphin,

father sug
as I have, in absorbed in v own

Il;l"\il 1*NH,

l‘M\ sister hns, in a measure, earvied out my
tather's plans, aided and abetied

Miss Constanes Maturin, My sister married
i man ans uv:li!’h_\ as hersell ;s a l]ll'.Hll_\. "-!Illtl:h'Tlc‘.l!.
scholarly fellow who onee represented his eonniry
as mimister to laly, My sister greatly enjoyed her
ltalian hife, studving with enthusinzm the pProgress
North Italy was making by utilizing the water-power
coming from the Alps. In this study she was e

ined ]!_‘. Miss Mat irin, the
down the river

h_\ |1|‘;
I :t'|n|.

.—.‘t-:il.ll!.'. [ |

owner of
lirests, Tarms al -i facrtories further
whieh flows past this honse

“Miss Maturin's

does

land adjoins our own, but she
inited power over it whiel
I have over this estate. Her father,

e s the unl

it fu Ame @an

Look "
There was a crash. and be
fore their eyes the town
crumpled like a house of cards

the cried

iJ:l\ili_!: no faith i the
business eapacity of wo
men, formed his nnder-
takings mto a limited
liability company in
whieh, although he
owned the majority of
stock during his life, Le
dul not leave lis daunghter
nutramelled control.  Had
the old man konown the
trouble he was bequeathing
his sole legatee, 1 pnagine
!Il' ‘\ir”]!i 1]."\" :1]“"!'”'_"”‘
differently. Mis
Maturin has had to endore
several expensive lnwsnits
which still
-'II.1'||\i Lier
lessen 1! ]Ii I

things

turther re-
In-\\t g il'lll
1 OTe, e 11}
she hox ceased to take in
terest i her
and has constituted hersel An-chief to my
who has spent a good deal of money on this
estate in undertakings that, however profituble tliey
may become in fature, are u
I'm not eritieizing my sister at all, though her man-
agement has involved some serions
ages, whicli 1 hay

belongings,
P iy 1 ¥
nadviser

sister,
'-1.n]::| tive al present,

actions lor doam
e had the ehagmn of losing on more

NSNS !tl.'lll wune, ||!'-u|r‘- II“I1:'_: I‘U‘-l"ll'l[ \\i.H: ;.' -
funetions, and things of that =ort But — are von
bored " '

“On the contrary,” snid Stranleigh,

interested,

“I'm devpily
These two ladies, as | take it, have oo
unosuecessful in law -

“Completely s,

“And nnsuceessful i the projeets they have under
taken

ROM my point of view, yes. That is 10 sav,
they are sinking pots of money, and 1 don’
sef wWhere anv of it is eoming bhaek,™
“UM what do these ente rprises colisist b

“No vou know anvthing of the conservation con-
troversy that has heen going on w this country 1

"'_\'.'-_' 'm woefully i ' '

“My father had ideas about consersation long be

fore the Government took it up, and it is on hese

wleas that my sister hins been working. You preserve

wiler in time of T[.u.-i‘ to he sl o Power or irrm

Her first plan was to

ition throughout the venr




