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AReal-Life/

How a Distinguished Newport and | )
New York Family, Relatives of the K&
Vanderbilts, Have Been Real

Actors in a Strange Domestic

Traged

Quite as Surprising as 7 ,»

Anything in Moving Picture Dramas.

URELY “truth fs strapger than
S fiction.” Nothing in the Bow-
ry melodramar or the matrl-
monisl mixups of the motion ple:
ture films ia more surprising than
the domestic drama In real llfe of
the Amos Tuck French family,
woalthy members of the Vanderbilt
get of New York, Newport aund
Tuxedo.

The announcemeént of the divorce
procesdings brought the other day
by Mrs, Amos Tugk French against
her husband 1s the newest act In this
domestic melodrama. The ocurtain
of publicity has been rung up on

French, the younger alster of Amos
Tuck, married Alfred Gwynne Van
derblit This carefully brought
unbout marriage with the youth des-
tined to ba the head of thie Vander
bilt family ralsed the Frenchs® so-
elal ambition to the highest degres.

Beforae tha real drama opened,
however, there was s prologue, In
which appeared the older members
of the French family and in which
the seedes of nocial ambition were
planted In their breasts by the mar
riags of Eillzabeth French, Amos
Tuek's older sister, to the present
Majoreneral Lord Cheylesmore.
This marriage had been arranged by
Mrs. Franela Ormonde French in or-

der to furtber her own soolal plans.

in England. Just at this time, too,
ocourred the marrlage of Amos with
the very rich and very pretty Pau
line Le Roy, daughter of Mra, Stuy-
vesant Le Roy, one of the proudest
and wealthlast mombers of New
York and Newport soclety. These
marriages might have satiafed Mrs,
French's ambitions, but there was s
young daughter, a small girl with

Judy, the “Silly Sister,” Who Married Out of Her
Ei Soclal Station—a Chauffeur.

Titlan halr, who was atill In the
nursery. As this girl, Ellen, grew
up, her mother planned to marry
her to & man of great weallth and
prominence in the soclety Inteo
which her son had married. Of all
the oligibles &he selected Alfred
Gwynne Vanderbilt, the youth who
bad been made the head of the Van-
derbllt family. And this brings us to
the opening scene of this reallife
drama. \

This scena was set in the beauts
ful Newport manslon belonging to
Mra. Francls French, and in The
Breakers, the magnificent home of
the Vanderbilts. In ber campalgn to
win & Vanderbiit for her son-in-lgw
Mrs, French was by her daugh-
ter, Lady Cheylesmore; her son
Amos and his wife, and, of course,
by Ellen, now called Blsle by her
own request, ?

Opposed to them were Mrs, Van
derbllt, Mra, Harry Payne Whitney
and Reginald. "Alfred was o & way
A Don-combatant, The senlor Mrs.
Vanderbilt had other plans for her
son, but Elsle and Alfred were In
love, and Mre. French wanted (he
utoh.. and the Vanderblits were
beaten. This marriage reallzed Mrs.
French’s greatest ambition. The
wedding was the most talked-of af-

dovelopment arose. Amos French
became infected more deeply with
his mother’s soclsl ambitions, and he
16 bulld cmsties in the alr.
He was alded by his mother and his
slater, llrl.wYudcrhm. There was
pretty growing up in the
French household, Pauline, the old-
ot 8he had attended ber
Aunt Hisle as a bridesmald, and her
was filled with vis of &
future husband who should be as

and as lmportant as Uncle Al
fred. Her Prines Charming must be

i soclal standing, for at that
poriod the Frenches could not afford
:: marry into any but the best social

When Pom( Wwas elghtean Aunt
Bisie gave a'wonderful coming-out
ball for ber, nnd during that year
showered her with gifts and pleas-
ures, -gl: this was done bocause
Aunt intended (0 marry her
satislactorily, The husband chosen
for Polly must be of good fiumily,
bhave a fortune which would )
w her to have her Winter in town
bar Summer
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motor cars, own malds,
verything that wealth could give.
ud‘ot course she must marry as
Aunt Elsle and Father French de-

Amos French, soclally ambitioys
father, was proud of his oldest
daughter and was fust as sure as
his wsister was that

it
-

son of Colonel Alfred Wagstaff, ap-
pored a8 her sultor, he was ao-
cepted. Great delight on all sides
was exprossed because he was so
“ sultabls *
cause Polly was
wise and virtuous
snough to follow
the teachings of
her worldy wise
Grandmother
French, of Auut
Eisie, and of bher
father.

Up to the time
of this marriage,
which - took « place
years T
domentic i» cord
had been

plans for Polly
and, In faet, en
couraged the

looking young wu-
stafl in his courtipg.
4 -he marrlage
: . wWas celabrated 1o
Newport. Aunt Elsle showered her
obedlent and complalsant nlece with
Jewels and added a large check o
her other econtributions. In (hls
scene virtue was rewarded, and the
curtaln rang down on & most har
wonlous and delighted family group.
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# rute plans for Judy.

And why should they mot be plenbed?
Is there not always great joy in a
family when a daughter makes a
“sultable” marriage, & marriage
which Inoresses her wealth And
which reflects added glory on the
family iteelf

But the sultably married Polly s
not the only gir! in the French
household.. There Is & younger
daughter, Julla, who was twelve
yoars old 'when Polly married. And
now the family ambitions settled on
“Judy." She was trained te marry
A rich man, preferably one in the
Newport colony. Muech money was
spent on her education. BShe waa
the modern dances,

valuable ﬂc‘lhl,nd her I:m-niu.‘d :n
overy way she was train o
bhold a high position soclally, Aunt
Elsie promised to do as much for her
a8 she had for Polly. Unlucklly,
Aunt Elsie had been forced to di
vorce Uncle Alfred, and thus Judy
could mnot have houss parties at
Camp Sagamore, nor a big ball at
Oakland But she could have
everything else, including a London
season with Lady Cheyleamors,

And now we come to the third set,
Judy is barely aighteen when before
her damaled eyes are dangled all the
joys that wealth can bestow, She
is told that to uphold the family po-
sition and tickla her father's pride
she must marry in accordance with
her family's wishes.

And what does Judy de! Poor,
feolish Judy followed the dictates of
her heart and ran away with Jack
Geraghty, an honest young working-
man of Newport. Oh, how the

ride of her parents was shalttored!

ndmother Lo Roy; a proud and
haughty matron, who felt that her
daughter |had married beneath her
In nnrrél Amos Tuck French, al-
monst d of shame and chagrin
when her granddaughter married
the hack driver's son, Grandmother
French, eager to have Judy's mar
riage equal Aunt Elsle's and Steter
Polly's, was mortified, angry, cruelly
hurt.

Mr. Freneh wan angry with Judy
and even more angry with Dis wife
whom he blamed for the whole af-
falr. His pride as a father was out-
raged, his pride In his soclal Import-
ance was tumbled (n the dust, his
proud confidence in Lia family’s fu-
ture was shattered. He blamed his
wife for net having more carefully
protected Judy. Mrs. French, whose
pride was equally lacerated. repliad
that he, a8 a father, was equ
responsible for the elopement whi
they called a “tragedy.”

Mr, French was not In Newport
when the elopement ocourred. He
was having & very gay and festive
time In his handsome Tuazxedo home.
His virtuous daughter, 1he wise and
provident Polly, and husband, were
with him. They had been eutertain-
ing a house parly for several days
Mr. French had just completed elabo-
She was to be
seut o Eugland the next week to
spend & fow months with Lady
Cheyleamore, and perbaps to bhe pre-
sented at court. All arrangements
were finished, and Mr, French sat
down to dinner at the Tuxedo Club
with the Wagstaffs, extremely well
satisfied with himself and his plans
for his (amily. ;

While sxplaining to bis guests his
delight at belng able to send Judy to
England, a servant whispered lo Mrs.
Wagstaf's ear that she was wanted
&t the telephome, She left the table
all smiles nnd composure. BShe re
turned shaking !lke a leal and hardly
able to speak. “Judy has run away
with that Geraghty,” she gasped.
With these words al" Mr. French's
rosy castles in alr collapsed, and the
curtain fell on another met of this
real life drama, just in time to pre-
vent vur seedng the lengths to which
& proud seciety father's despair and
rage could carry bim.

Then came days of frantie anxlety.
Mrs, Vanderbilt if led the pur-
sl party whi started hard on
m"ﬁuu of the fleelng elopers. They
were in a bigh power maolor car, and
so was Mra Viuderbiit. But the

The Geraghty Baby—the Last Straw That
Wrecked the Amos Tuck Frenches.

search amounted te nothing. Jack
and Judy were legally married when
they were next heard from—and per-
fectly happy.

But there wag no happiness in the
home Judy had run away from. The
quarre’ between the father and
mother was a0 bitter that even a tem-
porary reconciliation was affectad
only with the greatest difficulty. The
father's feellngs were more Intensely
bitter than the mother's. His blasted
pride gave him suffering enough in a
way, but other {nstincts suffered also,
The mental plcture of his carefully
nurtured Judy serving Jack Geraghty,
the town chauffeur, as a wife and
housakeeper brought a bitterness to
his soul that nothing coyld temper.

Kvery fatherly feellig was out
raged as he contemplated what this
marriage meant to Julla and to the
French family as a unit. All this
added to the bitterneas of the quar
rel with his wife. He refused to stay
in her Newport home. He removed
his belongings to his Tuxedo home.
He would not admit that his wite's
heart might be breaking—all he
thought of was his injured pride and
the damage the elopement might do
to his social ambitions.

For the year following tae elop-
ment things were at a frightful ten-
sion. Whenever he saw his wife his
reproaches grew more outting.

Mrs. French, on her part, was just
as unhappy. She feared the worst
for Judy, BShe saw her washing
dishes, cooking the meals, washing
Jack's clothes. She saw her golng
without the luxuries to which she
was used. Bhe saw her friends smile
pltyingly wheunever they met her,
She overheard gosslp about her
daughter and the plain uneducated
Geraghtys. It was all very hard to
bear, and to relleve her overwrought
feelings she threw the blame for the
tragedy on her husband, just as he

;' was trying to throw it on her.

Then news came that a baby was
expected. And suddenly the mother
weakoned in the attitude she had
assumed toward Judy and Jack, She
::iul to study ways to approach her

rl.
runaway match did not weaken the
father, nor 'young Frank French,
the brother. They were mads even
more bitter. The baby would mean
& findl and complete link between
Julle: and the Geraghtys. It meant
the start of & new branch of a family
tree in which the blood of the poor
Geraghtys blended with that of the
aristocratio Le Roys and Frenches.

Mr, French by this time refused to
meet his wife, aven outside her home.
He had forbldden her approaching
Julla or giving her any money, but
the mother ignored his orders and
helped prepare for the baby,

Then the baby ocame Mra,
Freach swept the baby and Judy In
hle'r arms and defled her busband.
This
end.

Amos French
raged. He kapt
on hig slde his
sister, Elale
V anderbilt,
and his sons,
who threateged
to horsewhip
Geraghty., And
the: breach In
bis domestie
affairs widened
s0 that he com-
municated with
his wife only
through his
lawyars. Hoe
would not go
to Newport for
fear of meat-
ing his grand-
child  running

was the

about the
slreels.
But he bask-

ed in the hap
plness of his
ocobedlont
daughter, Mrs,
Wagstalf. She
alas, has no children, but she is &
lsader socially, and what more could

“ ask?

The Geraghtys, after the gaby
cama, moved to Woburn, near Bos
ton, to live. Mre. French bought a

Great Britala “Ughts Ressrved

MRS. JACK GERAGHTY.. ..

MRS. ELSIE VANDERBILT. . .

But the logical result of the .
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elodrama inFashionable Society -

Characters in the Amos Tuck French Divorce

Brother of Mrs. Elsie French Vanderbilt and father

AMOS TUCK FRENCH...... of the rich Mrs. Wagstall and the poor Mrs. Geraghly,

who is being sued for divoree by Mrs. French.

The mother whose heart proved stronger than Ber
< «pride, whb is suing her husband for divorce because

he would not forgive their daughter,

Pauline (“Polly") French, the obedienit daughter, who
. «lived up to her training by marrying the son of the

wealthy Colonel Wagstaff.

The “silly" daughter, Julia, who obeyed the dictales

+of her heart and married the honest young working
man, Jack Geraghty.

The oldest son of the Frenches, who threatened to

his sister.

FRANK FRENCH .......... horsewhip young Geraghty and who refuses to forgive

The first wife of “Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt, whom she
divorced just before her niece Julia eloped with Ger-

aghly. She had planned a wealthy marriage for Julia.

Brother of Mrs. French and uncle to Pauline and

STUYVESANT LE ROY...... Julia, who showers the obedient niece with jewels

and refuses to recognize “silly” Julia Geraghty.

farm for them so that Baby Jack
might have country alr and country
living. A few months ago, Mrs.
French and her mother, Mrs, Lo Roy,
went to Boston to see for themselves
how Judy, the disobedlent daughter,
was prospering., There was a bad
accident and Mrs. French was
seriously Injured. Duaring the weeka
that she was I, Judy devoted her-
pell to carlng for her. Mr, French
did not go mear her, por did her
older sona.

SCENES OF THE DRAMA—Mrs. Alfred G. Vanderbilt's towon and country resi-
dences, the New York, Tuxedo and Newport homes of Mr. Amos Tuck French,
autemobiles, yachts and clubs—and the poor little chauffeur's humble cottage.

And now the Jast act of this do
mestic drama begina with the fling
of the divorce papers in Newpart
There is no doubt as to the out
come of the suit. When the case
is settied there is every evidence
that the tie between the mother and
her stupld but happy daughter Judy
will grow stronger. For Judy, In her
humble little farm house, with her
baby, Is happler than many child-
less women In thelr Newport man-
ylons.

Polly, Who Married a Social Equal, to the Satisfaction

of Mr. Frenah

|"|
K
’




