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 TheMoral Lesson % Modern Rakes Progress”

How Young Charlie Gates. Reckless Spendthrift, Hurried
Himself Into an Untimely Grave by Feverishly
Pursuing Everything That Was Not Worth While

“The Wages of Sin Is Death” (NGERRILL ae e

By Dr. Madison C. Peters,
Pastor of the People’s Church, New York,

To the Editor:

'VERILY “The Wages of Bin Is Death”—and Charles G. Gales
lying in his gravé at the age of 37 years teaches a solemn
lesson whieh it is lhe moral duty of your newspaper te
preach to your readers. Seldom do we find a more perfect ex-
ample of a mis-spent lifo—rarely a more complete picture of de-
votion to all things in the world that are vain and profitiess and
utter neglect of all the things that are worthy. The great artist
Hogarth in his day awakened the public consclence in England
by his powerful plctorial story of “The Rake's Progress” And
the dismal story of this modern “Rake’s Progress” may well be
told In your powerful columns and made to serve an equally
useful purpose. 4 MADISON C. PETERS,

P
o
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b % ‘*" Like Hogarth’s Famous Masterpiece

HE death of Charles G. Gates John W. Gates was president of
y at the age of thirty-seven I8 the Wire Trust, and for his interest

the close of a modern
“Rake's Progress” as sand as &0y
that Amaerican life ean show.

Born with a splendid physique
and a robust constitution and pos-
seaned of wealth to satisfy every
caprise, this young man killed bim-
pelf In the prime of life simply by
fast living, His death came sud-
denly from apoplexy while he was on
& hunting trip In Wyoming, taken to
restore his falling health.

Apoplexy is a diseass brought on

in this and other corporationsa sold to
the Steel Trust at its formation, he
is sald to have recelved $40,000,000
After this he established a slock
brokerage firm in New York, which
carrifed on the Iargest gambling
transactions ever known on the
Btock Exchange.

From this time Charlle Gates had
all the millions he wanted to waste.
His father set him an example in
gambling, and gave him unlimited
money to do it with. The father was
known as “I'bet-you-a-mlillion"” Gates,
because he was always ready to bet

The Rake in the Madhouse, the Last Scene in Hogarth's
Famous Series of Satirical Pictares, “The

Rake's Progress.”

breaking the speed limit. Onoce he
was arrested for speeding along
Constitution Hill, a park road that
skirts the grounds of Buckingham

he destroyed all the crockery In the
dining car of the train by throwing
it at his valet.

Not Infrequently Gates became in-

typieal {llustration youth's ruln had a tremendous phys- Palace in London, Here even horses volved in some nocturnal fight al-

B by fast living ;:. II:D‘ ot 1que, which he inherited from west- &re required to drive slowly out of though his Ilavishness with his

3 ern ploneer stock, but the kind of respect for the royal family. money tended to avert these affairs.

Charles Gates Is as close » parallel When hoe was fined $50 Gates re- One night he. persistently criticlsed

n to Hogarth's rake as & modern lfe he led wore him out compars: marked to the magistrate: “Say, the pool playlng of W. J. de Aguero,
N American case can be fo an eigh- tively early, for he dled at the age old man, I'm no plker, Make it a & prominent member of the New A

' teenth oentury Buglish gase, Like of fiftystx. He was able to en- fne. You won't see me again for & York Athletic Club. When Mr.

GATES

early youth a large fortune without
having been trained in any high or
usaful ideals of Ufe.

Like the rake, Gates was lmmed!-
ately surrounded by a flock of para-
sites and toadies. The rake spent
his nights in the nocturnal taverns
and gambling houses of ald London
where he was constantly engaged in
brawls, Gates spent much of his life
in bars and cafes, and was not in-
frequently engaged in brawle

The rake ruined himself by gam-
bling and Gates gambled almost
avary day of his Ifie. The rake was
arrested and so was Gates, not onee,
but many Aimes. The rake's story
has more brutal features than Gatea’s
Iife, but that is because some con-
ditions of lving have To-
day we parely send a wild young
man to & mad-house, as happened to
the rake, but the essential facts are
the same in both stories. The rake

have suffered more misery at
his latter end, but Gates killed him-
gall more quickly,

Sclence has recently warned
Americans that fast ?vhu. whether
in the extremse practised by
Gates, or in its lesser forms, is de-
Btro our nation. Dootors have
saved the llves of many bables and
young peopls by conquering eph
demic dseases and thus lengthened
the average of life as compared with
previous generations. On the other
hand, the expeotation of life beyond
middle age is decreasing on acoount
of fast living and chronic diseases,
especially arterio-sclerowls and ner-
vous diseases. Thus while we are
saving many immature and delectlve
lHives wo are wasting the lives of
mature men who in many cases have
proved thelr usefulness to soclety.

Poor Gates was proud of his fast
living: and boasted of it. Like many
wealthy young men, he bhad the

durs that fe longer than his son.
It was not to be expected that the
good old ploneer stoex could stand
another generation of abuse.

Charlle Gates could scarcely pass
a minute of the day without gamb-
lng. He went to Saratoga a few
years ago to gpend his time gambling
on the horses by day, and at Can-
fleld’s gambling tables at night, but
that was not enough for him. He
used to bet every day that the horse
he rode to the races would beat
somebody else’'s. He bet as much as

$500 on this, and would have gone
to any limit.

For several years he was in the
habit of taking a party of friends
to French Lick Springs, Ind., where
he played roulette and faro at the
notorious gambling den that former-
ly flourlshed there. Ona year he
took with him a party of four
friends, For board and lodging for
thess friends, himself and wife, he
::"MLIIW & day at Tom Taggart's

a

He lost several hundred thousand
dollars on the green tables, His
father then Investigated the game
and decided that the player did mot
have a reasonable chance. He per-
suaded his son to swear off gambling
st thess tubles and agree to pay
& forfeit of $100,000 if he broke his
promiss. Charlle kept the compact,
but to console himself he bet freely
on dog and badger fights, boxing
matoches and other sporting events
that were held at the village. Dur-
ing the day he wired slock gambling
orders to New York.

The gambling episode that pleased
(Gates more than anything else in
his life occurred at Rawhide, Nev,
in 1508,

weak or two.”

Whenever he travelled by mall
road he hired special trains and
cars, In this way he spent several
million dollara, Im 1911 he travelled
all the way from Yums, Aris., to New
York by special. The sectipn of
the journey from Chicago to New
York he made in sixtesn hours ana
fortynine minutes, a speed recora
for special trains., At one part of
the journey he worked the speed up
as high rs ninetwo milea an
hour,

In Baptember last he éame all the
way from Minneapolls to New York
by special train at a cost of §3,046,
brought three nurses with him, for
he was coming Hast to be treated
for his accumulating diseases,

Then he took another special back
to Wyoming to make an effort to
regain his health. That proved his
Iast journey.

Once at lLos Angeles he sala
good-by to a friend who had bhoard
ed the train for San Diego. Then
hastily hired a special and arrived
there in time to meet his friend's
traln as it came in,

At (olumbus, Ohio, his wvalst by
mistake had his special car attached
to a train for Bt. Louls. When Gates
was in a hurry to get to Cineinnati.
When Oates dfscovered the mistake

Aguero requested him to be quiet he
hit the prominent member on the
nose. For this he was suspended for
& time.

Gates was married at twenty-two
to Miss Mary W, Martin, of Chicago,
who was even younger, Her life
was finevitably made unhappy by
Catea's reckless living, in spite of
his generosity and good nature. In
1911 his wife obtained a divorce
from him in New York, mentioning
a prominent musical comedy star.

When the suilt was begun OGates
was in Callfornia nursing his al
ready shattered health, He Immed!
utely took a special train back to
New York, sending his wife hourly
telegrams saying that he was get-
ting better. They did nothing te
stop the divorce.

Two months Iater e married Miss
Florence Hopwood, a daughter of F,
F. Hopwood, of Minneapolin. Bhe
was s remarkably pretty girh. o
July of this year a very clrecumstan-
tial report reached New York that
Mr. Hopwood had chrashed his son-
inlaw in McCormick's cafe in iMn-
enapolls, The report specified that
Mr. Hopwood knoocked Charlle down
twios, and mentionsd what he sald
to him. Presumably he was serious-
ly dissatisfled with his son-in-law’s
ways of lving.

Mrs. Gates, the Divorced
Wife.

This year it became apparent that
poor Charlle Gates's race was raplé-
ly coming to an end. His mind and
body were wearing out under the
terrible strain of his reckless life.
He acquired blood polsoning by hurss
ing his knee while cranking his aw
tomobile, His ninety-mile-an-hour
train bumped his head against the
roof of the car. He ate Inordinately
of the richest kind of food in too
gréat & hurry. - Wine and  othor
drinks added to his troubles, al-
though he was not what is ordinar-
{ly called & drunkard. ¥

Charlle Gates dleq without leaving
any children, and the family of John
W. Gates bas come Lo an end.

Charlle Gates was not an alto
gether wicked man. There have beex
¥gung mlillionaires whose influence
has been much worse. But the uns
timely death of young Gates serves
to teach an impressive moral lesson,
as the Rev, Dr. Peters truly points
‘oul. And it I8 & double lesson for it
includes a lesson for parents, Young
Gates was' the result of the inspira
tion and the Influence of his father
—from the father the son learned to
value all the things of this world
which are not worth while,

New Proof That the Moon Is ra Mischief Maker

HE poets have always sald the devil waa in the
moon for mischief, And the amatory effect of the
moon upon loving swains and malds is too well
known for comment Following close upon the

work of Professor Wood, of Johns Hopkins, who
found that moomlight exerts & pecullar influence upon
certaln chemicals, comes Professor Hryant, a British
sclentist, with new proof that the man In the moon s
& mischiaf maker.

There Is soarcely any region on this globe, from the

terial, which easily fliters out and shows the different
directions In which light s turned from the poles.
When light is fully polarisad, its rays are all turned in
one way or one plane. Ordinary light has its waves
going in all planes or directions at the same time,

it 0 happens that some minerals and substances
will only permit rays of light to pass through them,
a8 those rays come in one plane. To all other rays of
the same light, the crystal or mineral is opaque, Thus,
as llght is transmitted, through such a substance, it

speed mania. In the course of iwenly minutes equator to the newly found continent of the Arctie shows or selects only those which correspoad to its

“gpeed is Mfe,” he sald, “Im De lost 3100000, got it back and circle and the lately discovered Bouth Pole, where preference. Quarts is only one of many such things.

[ used to special trains a Hke Detted $20,000 profit, there Is not a general bellef in the powerful and dele- It is used in & polariscope. If the light of the moon is
"

them.# I'ln. not happy uniéss I'm
making ninety miles an
hour, The faster the bet-
ter—that's my rule, When
1 start for a place I llke
to get there.

“i glve away $1,000,000
a vyear In tips. 1 ecam™t
take it with me when I
die. 1 belleve in spending
it as I go along. I don't
know how much it costs
meé to Hve. 1 work hard
thé greatar part of evesy
day, and when 1 am
through 1 like to enjoy mysell.™

Charles Gates began his rake's
progress at & perlod of the most
reckless stock gambling this country
has ever known. His father was
John W. Gates, the most notorious
gambler of that period. Whea
Charlle was & mere boy John W.
Gates was & wealthy business man,
and speculator, but it was ia 1800,
when the young man was about
twentyfive yaars old, that his father
began 'to acquire vast millions

In 1910 he lost $40,000 in one
night, while gambling at a place
kept by Albert Rothsteln In New
York. He pald his losses with a
cheek, It was time for the banks to
open when Gates started Lo leave in
the morning. To make sure of the
money Rothsteln proposed that his
partner should accompany Gates to
the bank and cash the check. The
gambler afterward complained that
bhig partner bhad kept the money,

Mad extravaganoce of one kind or
another marked every day of his life
After entertaining a party of friends
at the Hotel Rogers in Minoeapolls
in 1809, a check for about $100 was
handed to him. He gave the waller
a $1.000 bill, sald hurriedly “Keeop
the change, boy,” leaped into his
automobile and hurried away.

At Los Angeles In the same year
he gave $5.500 for & very ordinary
looking bulldog.

Actual physical spesd was one of
the wost marked features of Gates's
mania. It has been calculated that
he was arrested elghty times for

terious effects of moonlight on fish, on newly-planted
seeds, and to a lesser extent on meat which is to be-
come food. =

Many analagous and related bellafs have to.do with
dangers to persons who are forced to sleap out of doors
exposed to the full glare of the moon, especially &
tropleal moon directed fully in the face of the sleeper.
It is unnecessary to discuss this as only & tropical effect,
because the very next farmer you mest hereabouts will
tell you of damage done by moonlight to newly sown
seeds, and how a sheet must be thrown over young
bulbs at night of funl moon,

Suddenly, in his laboratory, It occurred to Dr. Bry-
ant to test the idea that all of these effects of the
moon, If true, depend upon the well-established fact
that the light of the moon, since it s a reflected light,
from the sun, Is more or less polarized. Polarized light,
or, as the scholars say, “polarization,” is the guality or
power that light has of having fts rays turned away
from the zenith or North Pole. It is a sort of turning
sround of the waves of light similar to what the
hands of & elock make when they leave twelve o'clock.
Twelve o'clock 1s the pole, and the rays are repelled
from such a point when light Is polarized. .

If reflected light |s examined by a physicist with an
instrument called the polariscope, it 15 always found
to contaln some polarized light. Ths polariscope is
merely a glass made of quarts or some similar ma-

thus analyzed it is found to be “polarised.”

Now it |s no gew thiug to learn that the moon's light
{s thus deflected. But Bryant searched all the suthori-
ties, but could find no one who had ever thought to
examine polarized lght with regard (o any possible
chemical effect from it

Therefore, the Britlsh savant began his sxperiments
with the hope that such effects would be found. A few
of his experiments were made with & 200 candle-power
Osram lamp. Later tests were carried out with 32-
candle-power carbon fllament lamps. The light from
these slectric bulbs were polarizéed by means of a plle
of seven sheets of plate glass, backed with a sllver
mirror. In this way the reflected light of the moon
from the sun was duplicated in the laboratory. More
powerful beams of light than thoss used will only serve
to confirm Dr. Bryant's discoveries,

He obtained the most surprising results with fish.
He cut up slices of fish and hung some of them up
before the direct rays of light and others from the same
fish in the reflected or polarised beams. The fish In the
polarized light decayed long before the other slices,
although the heat was several degrees lower than in ths
direct light.

Then tests were made with seeds. plants, meat,
Jam, cane-sugar solution, aud other things. In every
case the polarized light had a decided effect upon the
organic substauces.

Coopvrizsht 1813 by the Star Companv Oreat Britaln Rishts Resarved.
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