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alchemists there were syndicates from
whom portlons of nothing could be
had as readily as today.

You could, If you llked, buy shares
In the Darlen Company that promised
the keys of the earth, the dominion of
the sea, the lordship of all that in
them s, without leaving home or
catching cold or liability of any kind.
Over a promise so modest, investars
went crazy. Over Jobhn Law's Missis-
sippl scheme they went crazier still.
When they recovered there was the
South Sea Bubble to tempt them once
more, and, with it, an undertaking to
sell warming pans in Brazil and
skates in Peru,

The success of these flotations
showed that to extract something out
of nothing the philosopher's stone was
necessary and that the quintessence
of things was to be found, not In sol
vents, but in stooks. The one thing
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