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LNCLE SAM had Leld in Lis vest
pocket just 1424 times &s many
Nebraska farms to glve away as he
did Ootober 28, when, st North
Platté, he opened his beart and
dealt out land, there would have
beon & farm for every man and

woman that applied for one. But Uncle's ‘suppl)
of land 1s getting shorter and shorter Mean
while his people are growing greedier and greedier
for his acres,

hesitated & long while before he
two big tracts of land in Ne
system which has grown
land openings durine

“Bamuel”
let g0 of thege
braska under tha lottery
#0 popular in government
the last fiftean He had & great military
reservation In Cherry county that he had no fur-
ther uss for so he decided to let farmers go in and
1alse potatoes and slfelfa om It, since the vost of
potatoes i getting pretty high, even for the uncle's
table. Then, besides, he had a tremendous streteh
of sand hills in west central Nebraska, whare
vears ago the sand used to drift so that you never
could tall whether O'Fallon’s Bluff would be in

{ Lincoln county next wedk or in MoPherson or
Crant counties. But as the years waltzed away,
grass began to grow on these hills Cattle bsgan
! io feed on them and every year the atock yards
in Bouth Omaha and Chicago began to get larger
wnd larger supplies of sand hill cattle

Yeara

Fas Bright Idea

Suill It was thought the bhills could not be
[ farmed S0 Unels Sam had a& bright idea Hae
decided to make a forest out of the sand hills

80 with his long legs he stepped off an enormouos
through hills of Verily,” he
‘this Is and kept for my
own for mMmany, many Here shall |
rislee Jack Pine, and here ries to
shall the buzz saw snarl
So Jack

resarve as e

tract the sand
cried

vary

mine, shall be

YeaArs

n the centu CO e

he planled Pine here and

tiris Ereat forest called

cattie tramped them out of the grou And the
wWiBUGR CRILs Al
Fvantually ths good

raiss timber on this ground,

i blew the seads
unecle declded he ) g

and that

saw mill lnduurl.m would npever flourish greatl)
hiere, so he sald: !
“This shall 1 parcel out ‘to my sturdy sons

and falr daughters Hore shall thoy ralse cattle,
pumpkins and potatoes’’

And he did October 28, at North Platte. An
army of human belngs us large os that commanded
by Napoleon at Waterloo swarmed to the thres
polnts of registrations, Hroken Bow, North Platte
and Valeutine, to register thelr applications for
w chanes for a plece of lend in the government
lottery Whille 76,680  American cltizens pald
railroad fare to thess places and pald thelr quarts:

1o regiater, only 038 farms were possible
But. wns the chance not worth taking? Ar
“wé not a race of gamblers? And when 1'nele Sau

inviteg us Into a poker game for a8 Nebraska farm.
with 4 mere “2-bit ante' required, are we no
2 game people? Bure thing.

Besides, why not? For while Uncle Sam has
Eone on record that hisg Jack Pine dido't do well {u
the sand hills, he has not tried apple trees

Sets Out Apple Trees

Well, in the meantime, an old ecsttleman,
David Hunfér by name, sst out apple trees some
twenty miles northwest of North Platte in the
sandy loam in the odge of the mand hills. It was
back in 1887 that David Hunter made this experi-
ment, He sald nothing about It. We heard & lot
about the governmont's jack ploe, but little about
David Hunter's orchard, The jJack pine falled, but
during the weeks when the 76,088 land seekers
were buzzing sround to register for claims David
end thirty helpers were busy gathering 185,000
bushels of apples from this orchard Yes, hio lrri-
gates the orchard a little, and one can't do that
BWay up in the distant hills, but stlll he has sand
where he ia locatad From thils orchard of thirty-
six acres Mr. Hunter has taken & crop every year
since the trees began o bear exeapt

ong year

“That year.'" he says, “it was a kind of a bad year

and the frost caught me 80 | gathered ouly about
00 bushels and lost 6,000

Mr. Hunter used to be In the eattle business

in LR Uk In the aand hills he WhE &

| lar BEure a ha big ubd-ups In those days

B cilile baron, wo, for e was vace ollared

$§957,000 for his herd in the hills, He héld out
for & million. That winter he took his herd 1o Mon-
tana and lost 76 per cent of them in the bliszard
Bo with this loss and the cutting up of the govern-
ment landes that commenced soon after ho declded
to quit the cattle business and plant frult trees
This year he shipped fourteem carloads of apples
to Chicago

Barred from Hegistering

Ope of those who regretted her inabiiity to
register for land at North Platte was Mre. T. H
Arnold, a widow, with her two daughters, ls
holding down & clalm in the beart of the sand hills,
fifteen miles north of North Platte and some
twanty mlleg from the forest reserve, where the
land was glven away She 4id want one of the
reserve clalmse very badiy, for that would have
As 1t Is, sha I8 only
tion Huy

who,

meant a section. holding a

Guarter se

April

having filed on her land last

slie was barred from the registration now

This woman, after her huasband dled, filed on
a bhomestead out in thes lonesoms sand hilla, and
Shere, without & man on the place to fight off the

coyoles, she and her two little daughters are brav-
ing the hardsbips and are proud of It. lrene, aged
17, 1a the farmer of the family Last surnmer ghe

ralssd 400 bushels of corn, plowing it, tendigg it
aud gathering it, all without belp. HBig pumpkine
welons snd polstoes also did  this Jitde family

ralse, and while Ilttle Margaret, aged 10,
clalm eredit for ralalng the corn,
pride in ber pumpking and melons

oould oot
she ook gresat

Don't Get Lonesosue

The laud up through the reserve is all

Very
much ke my clalm,” sald Mre, Arnold, and 1
should llke very much o have one of the sections
up there We don't get lonespome, and, in fact, we

rather Hke it We are staying In North Platte now
to spend our vacation We make the trip to the
homestead every two weeks to bring In feed for
We have to bring In bhay and corn
My daughtors and 1 pat up twenty tons of hay, too,
last summer We could have put up more In the
valleya, but wa did not nead It for our stock.'

atr horses

Mrs. Arnold sold landseskears' souvenir badges
during the registration and drawing to make s it

David Hunter: and Ais farce -of apple- pickers.

ouly one remained in thelr hand.

tle extra pin money during the nul.umn weeks whils
theg ranch Is not protucing,

There was sxpectancy in the big old suditorium
at North Platte oo the morning of Ootober 28, aad
nearly s thousand gathered in the hall to hear the
first nawmes reaq when the government drawing
ghiould commenoce When the name of Marvia
Tritch, & Misourian, was read as the winner of tha
first clalm the crowd gave a sigh of rellaf. It was
to hear the first name that all had been holding
breath., Little Ruth Elder and Mabel McFar-
land, the two children chosen to draw the anvelopes
from the great stack of white plled on the floor,
scampered nimbly hither and thither, suatching up
ruvelopes at random They seemed thoroughly to
the operation when once they were well in
action. Little did they realise the importance to,
individuals somewhere in the great United States
#hether they plcked up thelr envelope here or
there. Often they snatched up a bhandful of en-)
‘elopes st & time and (hen allowed them to flutter|
idly to the floor sgain like so many leaves until

This they would '
(Continued on Page Thres)
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