f SEMI-MONTHLY MAGAZINE
tions about the Duke of Rattleborough, but if any of these queries were intended Irakee of Rattleborough, Caomperdown Club, London
to embarrass lis visitor, Stranleigh’s failure was ogqual 1o that of Parkes hins eI, L man calling himself Wentworth Parl presents fetter fre
They were answersd so promptly and securately that Steanleigh inwardly o, Dlonse calide whether he iz reliablo,
chided himsell Yor hig latent distrust of the man, Six hours later, Strauleigh received a reply. .
Parkes, seeing how the land lay, drew o light sigh, Letter a foraery. Parkes was my valet for theee peare,  Bolted
“You see,” he s, in o disconraged tone, “a man brought up, as 1 have heen, Belivve he is now abroad,  London police ’I"""J Iike his o F"j'
to do nothing in partiealar, finds himself at o disadvantage in a hustling coun RATTLEBOROUGH.
try like the United States, where his competitors have all been trained from boy Now hegan a persistent pursnit of Stranleigh, which eulminats d in his sendi
|||;|-a| to be alert husiness met This n|-!i-||. on the Sterling ( ompany 1= o ool Pon <1"1h‘\ to the steamship office to buy tickets 1oy hig vetirn to England Th
thing, and if onee | got on my feet, | could build up a profitable husiness, My young man saul nothing of the eablegram, no did he mform the pohice of
diffienlty s to eonvinee ssine eapitalists whiereabouts ol their quirry e rath
of this, If' 1T am asked whether th or ;-1r'.n| the poor devil, ns he enlli
seheme will prml'lu- n fortune within » : him, But Stranleigh had no use fn
siX months or n vear, | nm forved to nd b by ltar, so he refused to hold further con
mit there = little ehanee of o An a : munieation with him,
Amoriean wishes to tarn over Ins money Parkes, when he conlid not gaimn nd
l“lii"\h s long look into fatar iy 1= not mission to Streanleieh, took 1o =endn
for him, [le wishes to buy one rail letters by specinl messonger, fivst adoyg |
way on Monday, another on Toesday, ing an agevieved tone, o reproachiul .
aumlgamale them on Wednesday ; sell suggestion of njored nnocence
the stock to the publie al several mil ning through his eorrespondenes like
lions profit, and rake in the bowdle on mwinor note in a piece of mosie; the
}.“'i‘[“.\‘ When 1T vonfiess it will be o he beeame the vietim ol an unse 1y
vear before | get faivly ander way, | lous millionaire, asserting that Stean
nm ammediately b s diseount Capat leigh had promised to finanee the pro
talists won't listen any Torther.” i posed company, and hreathing threat
Parkes noted that for the first fige of lt‘;_';\' IIIIPI'I#'I[I'I__' londeedd, as the
Lord Steanleigh began to show o re recipient read these Inter communien
served interest, tions, he realized they were writter
“Do vou koow anything aboul mo with a view to pubilicity in law conrte
tors " nsked hibs 1"!ll~|=i". There emanated from them sentii
“1I ean take apart any motor, and of  great  patriodism Fhe  Unitedd
put it together aemin, leavione it a httle P, States, Stranlewgh learned, would not
better than when 1 found i.” i put up with s villniny, as decaden
“And this machine imnmvented by the ! England might do, where judees wn
Detroit man does it Tulfl what = ! under the thumb of a debased nris
saied of 101" toeracy.
| Streanleigh bad no ambition to nj
CETI"S the best Lhing in motors lo- pear in the courts of either country, so
day,” asserted Parkes, with a re hie removed from one hotel to another;
turn of his old confidence, but apparvently he was watehed, for
Stranleigh smiled slightly. Parkes always ean him down.  Thus
“You lave been very suecessful in we eome to the moment when the sedate
eatching the enthusiasm of Ameriea,” ' but overjoyed Ponderby retuwrmed witl

he said. “You deal glibly in super
latives. Mr. Sterling s the most re
markable man in the world; Detroit the
most beautiful city on the globe, and
your motor ear beats the universe.”

“Well, my lord, 1 don't disclaim the
superlatives; I insist on their truth, 1
deal in truth, although | have suffered
in pocket by doing so.”

A shade of perplexity erossed Stran-
leigh's face, There was something def-
erentinl in the tone used by Parkes
when e enuncinted the phrase “my
lord,” which Stranleigh did not like.
Neither phrase pnor tone could have
been used by any one of his aequaint-
ance, As he remained silent, Parkes
went on:  “You need not take my word
for the antomohile, which after all, is
the erux of the sitantion, 1 have one
of them bere in New York. I tested it
very thoroughly by driving it from De-
troit to this eity. Let me take vou for
a drive.  You doubtless know all about
a motor ear: 1 was told in London that
yvou own at least a dozen.”

“1 daresay it's true. Nevertheless,
I am so unfortunate as to have only a
shight knowledge of their mechanies. |
drive a good deal, but I leave details to
my chanffenrs" ’

“You are doubtless well nequainted
with the werits of a car from the own
or's point of view,  Come ont with me
in this Detroit motor. 1 will e your
clmuflenr, or you may drive the ma-
chine I\nll!'-l'“. i vou retiember that in
Alseriva Al l.l'l']l 1o the vight e meet
ing vehicles,”

Aun appoinfment was made, and was
|.l‘]!| ‘n_\' Laord Stranleich Al the end
of s ron he saul 1o Parkes

“The oar seeins To be

Ameriean enrs which 1 think |'1|l|s||l_\ wimml

his Jumping Frog;

However, | will eonsider vonr proposal, and

while, thunks Tor a miost ndevesting rode.”
In 11w e

altiee,

eoail ol YUl stranlegh

-y '-‘I.H 1 sendd a message Lo Laswdon, and leay

“Certaionly”
Stranleigh wreote;

o =alislactory lril'n- of mechanisin, but | own viie or twao

THE FEAST
By Edgar Saltus =1
Decoration by Paul Bransom .

'l Below the glow of Guatemalan skies,
In groves where undergrass grows overgreen, .
Where saffron quetzals from the branches lean, |~ !
And lilac lizards with basaltic eyes ’
Dart their vermilion tongue at fireflies
That gleam, in sudden loops of light between
Fj The orchids and the fuchsias and their sheen—
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i i Supremely there a spangled jaguar lies. :
{ i] Curled in a velvet knot, the radiant beast i
= Sleeps on the vivid grass and sleeping dreams '_ ’
| H That out beyond the brush and buds beneath,
=1 Crouching he springs and knows again the feast;
I {| The startled prey, the vain escape, the screams,

: The flesh that parts and bleeds between his teeth. |
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the mwost ronndaboul routs

the steamship tickets,

“Shall T pack up now, wy lord I

“Yes, Ponderhy, thres
boxess one for yoursell! and two fm
me, filling mine with elothing suitable
for a week or two in the country.
Place the other luggage in charge of
the hotel, saying 1 will telegraph where
it i to be sent.”

And then, to Ponderby's amazement,
the young man left for Boston, and
took passage in the for St
John, New Brunswick.

“You see, Ponderby,” explained s

"l vlare

steamer

]11‘|]-1|.i|1‘ when they got into the
ocenn, “the estimable Parkes, i lig 1x
wittehing us, 18 already aware that vou
have booked (o Southan Jrlaans, He mny
}nrulh!_\ sel the Inw in motion, and ap
pear wilh someo  emssaries . Chereod
aboard the hner belore she sail We
might be compelied to remain in this

{ uII'I!TT'_\' »

HBI"I‘. my lovd, the steamship tick
els? They eost a lot of money.”

“Quite g0, my economical Ponderby,
but, for remember  that
when you step ashore from this boat
you will be under the British lag. You
may telegraph the company to sell the
tickets. Here W hatever
money il COmpPany yehurus is o e
tained by you to mitigate vour disap
pointment. 1've o doubt, Ponderby,
that in thus belting for Canada
feel like o oulprit esenping Trom  jus

consalal ion,

they nre.

Ykl

bhiit we are only e I'rain

He
waeh ahout
the lnst
We arve potng o Delrogt,

{1, g
=l vl e =
thal ety wall b
will look for ns

Ponderby, iy

Parkes, haaving  jw
I bt rant,

i wlueh he

I could ehoose, sinee (e Panama Canal B not vel

m bael, us Mark Pwain sl aboul O, and 20 1 am unable 1o rench the auto flli'll\‘}'l'}i"- b wWay ol da Francisen.”

I sev v paoants about this frog better than any other Crog. Alter passing through Canada, Lord Steandeigh setthad el o a lisurion
will lel von know the result.  Mean sitte of rooms situated nenr the top of a luxunous hotel e the ety of the St
'he windows afforded wide and interesting views, but Pooderhy was oloomy. il

sivtnleved ol e entered o cable dhid not share his waster's ndmiration of the seene, He was lw :I‘ el =soul .Ii Lan

doner He adwmitied that the Thames waps grey n d iy, s shipapn L LT

e ddeposil For reply ™ and uneonth, yvet that tidal water remained for him o wdel | l other river:
He was only partinlly consoled by the faet that five eents bronght him aeross to

the anadin shore, where he mielt inhal deep  (Caowtivued on Pa

/




