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Mrs. Naik Komisheva, the Tibetan, Who
Found the Petticoat Government of Her
Native Land Intolerable, and Who Is Now
Leading & Movement for Freeing the

Enslaved Men.

”

N amazing account of conditiens in Tibet, the
mysterious land, which for centuries has kept
ita doors closed to the rest of the world, is
glven on this page by Mra Nalk Komisheva,

the first native Tlbetan woman to visit America. Women
have enjoyed political and social supremacy In Tibet
for nearly 700 years. Polyandry Is only one of the
surprising results which have followed their. Jentrol
of affairs, and it was because Mrs. Komisheva found
herself upable to conform to this custom by having
more than one husband that she fled from ner native
land and beeame an active antl-suffragette. Bhe pre-
pents bere her reasons for belleving that Tibet would
be better off if her own sex Were not the masters of

the men.

-

By NAIK KOMISHEVA,
The First Native Tibetan Woman to Visit

America.

HILE 2 Tibet woman suffrage
W is an antiguated story, 1 find

it here an exciting novelty
of the day. Our women have not only
enjoyeq political equality, but su-
premacy for seven hundred ¥
and for about the same length of
time we have had & feministle tyran-
ny in its Iast word.

No Koo States, in Baustern Tibet,
has always been the backbone of all

the power bebind the curtaina I find
that your American women arve de
ma only equality in politieal af-
fairs. us did the women of Tibet
T00 years ago. As our
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n obeys.

whether our men

r Inferior position, 1 must

" have grown indifferent

social ambitions, and do not

re whether & cow or a woman Is

the throne.

The women of Tibet did not galn
one generation their social-politl-
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How Rude!

The occupants of the rallway o
riage were listening with jJoyful in
terest to the tales of the young man
In the ecorner. He had been all over
the world several times apparently,
and his sdventures had been marve-
YUA

"Veoluness and courage the
thing,” he was saying. “Take this
chre We were In Central Africs
travelling among cannibal tribea Ons
svening, above a rock In front of me
| saw the heads of LAres natives who
weie Walching me. What was | w
do? My gun was a4} the camp To
turn  back meant having apears
through me, In & moment | declded

loge by were sume wiones. Prelend
ing 1 dida't see Lhe niggers. I bent
down as If W0 examine the siones
ihen, quick as lightaing. | ploked up
throe of them and fAong them wilh
All my force st their heads Every-
one foupnd e mark, and ihe Lhres
Latives dropped like sheep. 1 slways
take alm, and it served me
“Then the red wolel

on & red-faced man Le
who had been listening carefully
chimen In:

“An' wol did yer win, guv-nor. a
clgar or & packet of clgareties?

Little Facts.

Therw's more danger In gejling
;t.:n; by & busbody than by a busy

Of ocourse matehes are mads 'n
heaven; they're not needed in the
other place

The same man whe wouldn't hun:
more than three migutes for & sorew
driver with which 10 put on & soreen
door will tear asround twe hours
u.n.::.n' for a corkscrew,

Are

.

cal supremaey. It took them a cen-
fury to become the masters of the

situation. They got their victory by
a religious trick in directing all the
attention of thelr men on Lamalsm.

In Tibet a man bhas limited prop-

In the warious arts women maln-
fain the same supremacy that they
have in soclal and political affairs.
Our artists in sculpture, printlog of
decorating and carv-
ing are tly women.

r women have a larger [reedom
in thelr conduct than our men. They
cau go out at night, sit In the cafes
and visit the theatre al any time.
But a man bas to pray after sunset
and stay at home. Men who lHuger
after sunset in our public parks or
on the streets are considered lmmoral
and are severely dealt with by the
women police officers.

This pecullnr woman rule in Tibet
hed resulted In polyandry. A weman
can have as muny husbands as she
f#a =mble to manage without &
trouble,. But usoally our women ha
have only two or three husbands

When | was s girl of eighteen my
mother sald to me that it was time
to lvok for & husband. But I already
was in love with a young musician at
Latang, the highest town in the
world, being Afteen thousand feet
over Lthe sea level. I told the secret
to my mother and she sald 1 should
go and make the proposal, as that is
the tradition of Tibet.

1 made the long journey to Latang,
where the Ildeal of my romantic
dreams was employed as & teacher
and musician. Like all the young
men, he was very basbful and shy
when I called on him in his apart-
ment.

“Ritsig, I love you and want you
to becomwe my husbapd” 1 sald.

Dropping his eyes he whispered:

“Miss Komishevs, you make me
‘haypy. I feel confused at your sweet
messuge, but shall try te be pour
obedlent servant as long as you love
ui-

I threw my arms around his peck
and kissed him for the firet time. He
felt greatly embarrassed. for In all
romantic affalrs women take the in-
ftiative and men for that reason are

a very hsumdsome and fascinating
youth of my age, and I asked him
why be hafl not been married by
some woman before.

“Three women proposed to me be-
fore, but they were all married and

& Where Suffragettes HaveEverything
Their Hearts Desire

already Lad two husbands, so I re-
As & musician in the temple
service I ean refuse proposals of mar-
ried women. But your proposal makes

fused,

me truly happy,” be

It was already evening, so I asked

him:

“Could you come with me to a
show afdd have supper with youv
bride In & restaurant?™

Kissiopg my hand tenderly, be whis-

Myrs. Naik Komisheva, from
Tibet, Asia, Explains How
Women Have Ruled the Men
for 600 Years, Do All the
¢ ' Proposing, and Send Their
Husbands to Monasteries
Whenever They Tire of Them

|\
v N

O o Yy

—_—
.

'..':j ; ‘; ) i | QH'”'. i
:'-#)!i}.,;. i:flk , .|

HEYL

. s
"t_ S T

e e

replied.

. | ) Bhocked by such a vulgarity, as thest

“I have never dared to go to any /. = ..m' %mmﬁhlumnz
publio places after the sunset. But, ' tom of monogamy to us,
tlnal::.l" happy to accept your lnvi- n both began to musle h.r.

In Tibet & man can never Mvite & ‘) I have beoome an anti-suffragette
woman to any public amusement i - ’ for the reason that I know from the
place 1f sbe is Dot & close relative or 2 seven-hundred-year ox of our
wile. But a woman can always in- A; nation that the rele of women in pol-
vite n man. We had an enjoyable / itics and art means the soclal ruln
evening, and I bought him some 5 & country, It leads m people ta
al:.ttv ﬂ::nl;uf.}':-'a:i:':"“- It “When a Tibetan woman has been married a year or two she sends her husband to a monastery &nmmmucm
Riad I3 Sasis 35 A heins att T to pray and study the masculine virtues. h&.—-ﬂ-&:.mm-. When “m":“mmﬁmnmu*:u"“.
bim pight. After six months [ she tires of him she hands him over to the monks and the first husband back again.* great and vital country, of which the
rﬁmkamuumul’hwh"““mm“hm band as long es T am happy with the I realised that It was & serioud “""'d‘“m“‘ palaces give

I occupled the position of &” tex Abnormal and ridiculed bebind ber one I have” proposition to live an llegal married 45 evidence. But when ihe woman
collector of our town before I was Uack. For that resson my mother “But you must, or T will acouse life of -olnrnr. 50 I made nlg:: feminate the lo%s M‘“m;
married. But after my marriags, *4id 10 me after I had been married you of monogamy, and the law will  to escape. had heard that D G0N, 2 “. o
which was considered in Gur tewn &8 0 JOOr: forcibly give you were countriss outside of Tibet where fe ilmwlch-ld ':: all
uuMul m‘nhl 1 was also dm “HY dear d.“‘h' a h re- AR wWOmAR Mld h .ll'ﬂ“ ’m", h ihm ’%“ﬂ I“ I‘
alderman. Those officlal functions (ef, it is time that gardiesd of your one busband. This appesied to me, ¢ gy = ‘3‘“ :._ti?", .
kept mé away from home much, and You £ot a second affections or con- and I revealed the secret to my hus mﬂ:ﬂﬂ' l;' T ¢ men,
my husband volunteered to help me, Dhusband. Have you sent. Meanwhile band. As he loved me he consented rott 'mm had m‘n”"“
But kissing him tenderiy, | replied: Auybody o view?” your firet hus- o share sy fate, and thus one "R b they .

“Please tunke care of the
and do not mix yourself in t
fars of women of which you are ig-

porant.”

According to our traditions a woman

to men bebind her |
husband’'s back, and it is not tmken G bl ] A6 \

as seriously as when a man makey 4 A an VR Cepe
love to another woman, Butb our men, | e

8s & rule, are very obedient, and we o

cAn make love

have hardly any
family scandals or
divoress. As women
are the judges, they
never pay any at-
etution to family
troubles, dut send
couples to priests.

When & woman of the middle class
has been married a year or two she
sends her first husband to & monas-
tery, where he has to pmy, study the
masculine virtues and stay until she
In the meantime
she marries another man; lives with
him until she sends him in turn to &
monastery and iovites the first hus-

Invites him back.

band home

After she feels that the husbands
are religlious enough to make her
happy, she gives them different com-
merclal instructions and keeps them
always so busy that only one hus
band at a time is & bome. Frequently
the two or three hugbands of a wife

live half of their
iife and pever meet
each other. But
there are women of
the upper cass who
keep for thelr vari-
ous bushands luxur-
lous & parimenls,
and do mot glve
them any religious
or commencial fune-
tlons,

A woman whe

hold “Mother,” 1 re-
af- Med, “I sball not
anrry another hus Sl

band will be put  we Jeft the Btate Nu Kuo and finally,
Io jail and kept  after a hard Journey of
there untll you pesched Persla, Here wo lenrned that
regret your sin  this was a country of
and lve accord-

to tradition.” you there Is nothing of that kind in

present feministic Tibet. The women
marry men a8 they would perform
any trivial soclal function—without
the least show of romanticlsm, When
A man kisses a woman they do not
feel o microscopleal part of the aes-
thetle sensation that is the case with
lovers when the man is masculine
and the woman feminine,

As soon ab | am through with my
musical engugements here in the
West I shall make a trip to my natlv
Innd, where | shall meet my bhu
who went there to begin a r
mascullng movement. He Is now
lishing a weekly paper in which
is advocating that the men shoul
be at least equal fo the women pol)
He 18 orgunizing a vigo
campalgn agalost polyandry by pu
lishing enrleatures of our ridieul
familles. And when | return [
tainly will join him and say: “Dewn
with petticoat politios!™
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“Like all the young men in Tibet, my future husband was very shy when | first called on him. “Ritsig,’ I said, 'l love you, and

vant you t» marry m= "7
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