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HEN folks gather at Rourke park or
any other place of large assemblage,
to witness athletic exhibitions or
games, It is usually a case of the
masses watching a selected few in a

highly specialized physical contest, Generally,
thousands of psople git In & grandstand while two
teams of nine men e&ach run, bat or piteh a ball
in & Hvely struggle for a pennant, or twenty-two
men on opposing teams struggle flercely for su-
premacy in foot ball.

Hut when Omahans by the thousands gather
at Rourke park this week for the exhibitions and
competitions of the national quinquennial tourna-
ment of Tel Jed Sokol, beginning Weadnesday and
lasting unti] Sunday, they will see and learn to
appreciate an entirely different system of athletic
contests, It is & system that neither sacrifices the
masses for a select few, nor slresses one particular
form of physical effort above another. It Is all-
round and general in character, with the ultimate
object of Improving the lives of all men, women
and children participating, by thorough develop-
ment of both mind and body,

Omaha 12 especially Interested in the entertaln-
ment of the national convention of the Bohemian
athletes, for the reason that the loeal members of
tha gulld have achleved considerable distinction
in the competitions that have been held elsewhere,
having furnished at least one champion, whlle
soconid honors have been taken on a number of
At the great world's gathering of Bo-
hemian turners, held at Prague two years ago,
¢n were right up at the front when the
There-
fore It 18 eminently fit that these capable athletes
should have the privilege of entertainlng their
Frank J. Riba, one of
the local champlons, who has won greal distinction
on the athletic fisld, will not participate In the
compétitions because of his capaelty as chairman
of the general committee, He will endeavor 1o
réstrict his activities to those of an hospltable host,

Nor is It the men alone who have brought
honor and credit 1o the prowess of Omaha Bohemi-
ans as athletes. The women and girls of the Gate
City have also acquitted themselves nobly on the
field and have won many prizes because of thelr
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agility and skill. Miss Kment who is the head of
the woman's committes for the present gathering,
vomes of an athletic famlly, ang has made her
own mark as an athlete In competition, while her
sister has not only won a champlonsghip medal,
but has established a high jump record for women
that compares very favorably with the best per-
formance on record for men., The women are
putting quite as much enthusinstic effort into their
share of the preparations as are the men, and will
be disappointed if their guests do not have the
time of their llves while In Omaha.

It will be a novel and Interesting affalr, At
least 5,000 people are expocted from all parts of
the United States to attend. The participanis alone
will number over 250 men and 150 women from
other e¢lties, besides the Omaba and South Omaha
teams of adults and children,

For months, and in fact since last summer,
when the convention of Tel Jed Sokol decided to
hold its next tournament in the Gate city, local
Bohemian Turners have been preparing for the
big event.
have lnbored to make (t a grand success, and only
now, when the first delegations mre almost due
to arrive, have the detulls of arranzement bean
completed,

A peore or mora of men and women

Welcome to Omalia, the conventlon city, will
be twice spelled in blg electric letters, which the
visiting Bohemians will see as they glance up
Farnam street to the municipal arch upon their
nrrival, and agaln as they approach Turner ball,
Thirteenth’ and Martha strests, whera they will
make their headquarters. Both the city hall wel-
come sign and & speclal one on South Thirteenth
street will emphasize the Gate Cliy's pleasure ot
entertaining the Sokols.

Hundreds of rooms for the LEMParary aceom-
modation of the wvisitors have been provided.
Special plans for furnishing meils to the 400 con-
testants at Turner hall have been made, with many
wigonloads of provisions necessary to appenss the
appetites of husky athletes. Even s big hospital
tont, with doctors and nurses for the care of any
who may be hurt or overcome by thelr axertions,
will be pliehed on the exhibitlon grounds at
Rourke park.

“Tel Jed Bokol” is sn abbreviation of ths
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Bohemian expression, Teloeviena Jodnota Sokol,
which means & union of physical culturists. The
name "S8okol” is from the Bohemian word literally
meaning falcon, a bird which symbolizes swift-
ness, activity and freedom, for the sokols or turn-
ers belleve in education, progress and the perfect
maintenance of individusgl health. A motto of
thelrs 18: “Free thought, freedom for all and
special privilege to none.”

History of the Sokol movement goes back
many years, and in fact the earllest traces of an
idea of physical culture similar to that of the
sokols are found in medieval times and even as
far back as the ancient Greeks, for physical train-
fng is ms old as clvilization {tself, All the ancient
KEuropean countrieg fostered systematic training,
not anly for the body but also for its effect on the
mind and soul

Along those lines, progress has been slowly

made through the medieval ages to modern times. s
As oarly as the middle of the seventeenth century

the world renowned Bohemian teacher and writer,
Jan Amos Komensky, pointed out the advantages
of tralning the body, especially among boys and
girls,. By 16605 there were several Institutions for
such tralning, and progresy was made, although
only slowly,

In 1860 D¢, Miroslay Tyrs, together with J,
Fuezner, founded In Bohemla the first real, active
and extensive organization for physical training,
which was called Ceska Obec Bokolska, snd had
headquarters In Prague, with six divisions in the
country. The training was and still is in accord
ance With the Tyrs system of gymnustie and physi-
cal eulture, bhased upon scientifle foundations and
caleulpted to meet all requirements for thorough,
sound and harmonious development of all partiel
pants.

All one-sidedness s avolded, thelr contests
showing a success dus 1o all-round development,
and not Lo one specin]l brunch of physical culture
Regular leasons of sokols

always begin with a

sperics of free-hand exerciges, with the ovccasional

use of lght hand apparatus, such as wands, duwmb
bellsa or Indiun clubs, Latar, hepvier work Is
taken up, according to uge, strength and condition
of health, Every six yoars a great festival, with
gymuoastic exhibitlons and contests, I8 held at
Prague. In the Unlted States the goneral tourna-
mont I8 held every five years, and that ls what
will occur thlis week in Omahsa.

Turners of Pragus hiave won every contest of
general athletics held In any country whers they
have competed. In Bohemln al pressnt thers are
over 70,000 men and womeén turners, At thas last
general Contest at Prague, in 1012, there wera over
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= 10,000 turner men and ove: 0,000 turnér women
and girls on the field at one time

The first Bokol organization in Ameriea started
at St Louls In 18565, and the lden spread guickly
to New York, Chlongo and other citles. A sokol
was organized In Omaha on Sepltember 4, 1877,
and from & vory meagor beglnning has grown until
now the local organization his over 200 membears,
owns |ts own hull and gardens, and has taken part
in all national tournaments since Ity founding. At
Cleveland jn 19000 Omaha won the second prize fo-
teams of the first class, and one of the Omaha
Turpers, Potar Droeda, took first prize in appa-
ratug work of the lrst division, by which he galned
the championship of the Unlted Stutes,

In the last tournament, at Chicago in 1008,
Although the tourna-
mont in Omahs this wesk will not be as largely

over 00 turners competed.

attended as the one previoungly held, becsugs of
helng held In the wost, It will be the second Inrgest
And one of the Lest ever held, with plenty of enter-
talning saxhibitions and lvely contests, Omiha had
thy westorn divislon tournament in 1598, when a
successful nngd largely attended Bohemign day was
wlso held 10 connection with the Transmissiasippl
oXposition

During each yYear precediog o nationul Fokol
teurnament g national convention of turnera Is
held, when the place for holding the next tourna-
ment Is chosen AL the convention at BalUdmore
last yeur Omahi's representatives were Joe J. Mik
thirough whose efforts the
brought 1o the Gate Cliy

und Charleg Bpulek,
natiopal lournpment was
this sumnDier

In wdditiop to the Tel Jed Sokols throughout
the country, there ars similar organizations known
a8 Bokal Tyrs, named after the founder of the
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Turners. The regular Sokels and the Tyrs have
recently become affilinted, both nationally and
locally, so that both will be represented in the
tournament to be held this week. A general invi-
tatlon has also been extended to all other SBlavic
orgunizations by the Sokols.

Officers of the Omaha Sokol are: Joe J. Mik,
president; Charles Fryzek, vice president; J. ¥,
Prachensky, secretary; Charles Kautsky, treasurer;
Louls Hunacek, financial secretary; Anion Treska,
leader und director; Rudolph Zikmund, assistant

Of the local Sokol Tyrs, these meén are officers:
Frank Svoltek, president; George Pitha, vica presi-
dent: August BSerpan, secretary; Anton Novak,
tregsurer: Simon Rokusek, leader and director.

Both the Omaha Sokel and the Omaha Sokel
Tyra belong to the western division of the national
pssociation, the division officers being as follows:
President, Simon Rokusek, Omaha; vice president,
Frank Radil, South Omaha; secretary, leader and
director, Joseph Sterba, South Omaha; treasurer,
Joseph Vonasek, South Omaha,

Plans for entertalning the visitors, whether
they enguge In the athletic competitions or not,
are most elaborate and provide for i vary generous
amownt of amusement outside of Rourke park,
where the serious work of the convention will be
neld. The publie is expected to erowd the grand-
stands and the ball park will be crowded each day
while the tests of skill and strength are belng
made And this feature of the show ought to get
u great deal of attentlon from the public, Peopls
go to the elrcus In the summer and (o the vaude-
ville houses in the winier to sea highly trained
gymnasts perform thelr apecial feats. and give
warm approval to thelr efforts, not thinking, per-
haps, that at the same time In the turner halls
nembers of Tel Jed Sokol are accomplishing the
game feats in the same way, merely as a matter of
physicial development sud training, But It is so.
No ¢lreus that aver traveled was-able to carry as
many skilled and tralned athletes ang expert gym-
nasts 85 will take part in the exhibitions at Rourke
park this week, and the best part of this show is
that the performers aure doing It merely because
they love the exercise and delight in the perfor-
mance,

A great streel parade will wind up the convens=
tion, in which the strength of the Bohemian popu-
lation will bhe shown hy reason of the thousands
who will take part in the display, At Bohemian
Turner hall on South Thirteenth street the even-
ings will be made merry by soclal reunions of vari-
ous kinds, In which dancing, amateur plays, speak-
ing by the mayor aud the governor of the state
and other simllar events wil] make up the program,



