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- WhatA Joke toPlay
On ThePlayerr'!

Actor Arnold Daly Did It. Famous

Prima Donna Bessie Abott
Aided Him--

But Wouldn’t You

———
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} deserlbed In the

Miss
American Prima
an Heroic Role,

Bessie Abott, the Famous

Donna, in

THE Interesting problem of how far
& club member ought to go when
ha feels his club needs “livening
up” has just been answered for Arnold
Daly, the very wellknown actor. Mr.
Daly, consumed by phllanthrople zeal,
he paya, selected “The Players” the most
famous theatrical club in the world, for
his experlment., Aldea and abetied by
Migs Beseie Abott, one of the greatest

of Amerlean grand opera prima donnas,
he did his best.

Now Mr. Daly is no longer a member
of “The Players.” The experiment, other-
wise was successful,

For months its detalls have been locked
in the breasts of the Indignantly en-
livened members of the club, Now they
have just leaked out.

Here they are.

It 18 a "pipe night” at “The Players”
on & ¢old night of Inst January,

A Players' Club *Plpe Night" Is equiva-
lent to & “Smoker” at any other club,

The Players’ Club, it must be sald
ngain, Is without any question the most
distinguished, the most sedate, the most
sensitive, and, according to some, the
most serlous theatrical organization in the
country. Although primarily a theatrieal
soclety, the membership is made up
largely of Individuals outslde the pro-
fession,

It was founded years ago by the late
Edwin Booth. The clubhouse¢ was pre-
pented by Edwin Booth., Material re-
minders of the great tragedlan are em-
bodled in a thousand and one souvenirs
scattered throughout the clubhouse.

Only on rare oceaslons have (ts portals
been crosaed by the falry footsteps of
woman. Never has n woman been al-
lowed to remain after 6 in the afternoon.

What it means %0 be 8 member of this
unique organization may perhaps best be
words of Frank F,
Mackay, one of the veteran members of
the club and a director. Some months
ago Richard Barry, in a magazine article,
declared that “very few actors have
bralns enough to think for themselves or
to feel thelr parts™

Barry was o member of the Players'.
Shades of Edwin Booth! Expulgion from
the club was the very least that he could
expact after such a blasphemy, and ha
got it, He brought legal proceedings for
reinstatement, and the court ordered hils
reinstatement.

It was then that Mr, Mackay was moved
to utter comment,

“Assoclation In the Players’ Club,” he
sald, “meana a mental condition—that
condition has been lost to Mr. Barry"

But to return to the eventful “Plpe
Night" last January,

Imagine the scene in this distingulshed
clubliouse,

In thé chalr is Arnold Daly, the actor.

— ——

Have Thought
ACTORS
Would Have
Known She
Wasn’t a
Man?

All around the spacious dining chamber
recline members inhsling the proceedings
soporifically. iy

From hia rostrum the chalrman an-
nouneces (he pleasure of Introducing
Slgnor Bettino Abotto, “a talented femals
impersonator, who poasess-
ing a natural tenor volce,
also sings a high soprano.”

From the back of the room.
a slight individual, attired in
regulation evening clothes,
rises to respond to the invi-
tation.

“Signor Bettino Abotto,”
introduces the chalrman,

Making his way through
the members, the female Im-
personator approachea the
plano and renders an operatic
selection 1tke o prima donna.
To any one but a member of
the Players' Clubh the fact
that the singer's clothing sits
rather tight in the narrows,
would be too apparent to es
cape attention.

“A remarkahla volce!™
comments & nonaganarian
actor to an octogenarian

doctor.
“Ought to have been a wo-
man,” replies the doctor,
Similar comments are
heard throughout the audl
ence,

A wvote of thanks |Is
moved for Signor Abolto,
and the Signor takea his

place agaln, and Is roundly
roundly congratulated on hia wonderful
performance,

Later in the evening BSlgnor Abotto
is prevalled upon to sing again. His
white shirt front Is now a little wilted.
It is quite an ordeal to slng for the first
time before such a distioguished audi-
ence In such a distingulshed edifice,

One or two doctors in the audience
begin to grow incredulous. Whispers are
heard throughout the audlence, The fact
that the Signor {8 accompanied by Waldo
Story, who achieved fame as the hus-
band of Bessls Abott, naturally brings
the name of the great American prima
donna into the conversation.

Suddenly a resemblance between the
volece of the Blgnor and that of Besaie
Abott 18 suggested, and finally the start-
ling discovery s made that the Signor's
name, “Bettino Abotto,” is not mo very
different from that of Besslo Abott,

Shades of Edwin Booth! Consterna-
tion begins to crop out all over the
room. Messages are oarried to the chalr
man. ‘Mr. Daly shakes his head vigor-
ously, Individual members, straining
their eyes, become mora Inslstent. Mr,
Story ls Interrogated. There 18 no use
denying It any further, Bignor Bettlno
Abott 18 Bessie Abott! A “Pipe Night"
of the Players' has been desecrated by
the presence of a woman!

The fact that the woman was one of
the greatest prima donnas America has
produced does not mitigate the offence.

Mr, Daly is called upon to “explain*
The directors demand that he explain.
Mr. Daly tenders his resignation. It is
unanimously sccepted.
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Grand Opera

Prima Donna
Bessie Abott
as 8he Looks |
in Men's
Clothes,
Not the
Costume Bhe
Wore at ‘'The
Players', '’ bu#
Just as

Charming.

the Title

Odd BSketch Designed for Mis
Abott's Costume as ' Godiva” in
Role of the
Maoscagin Opera.

Mr. Arnold Daly, Who
Played the Joke on
““The Players."

And this In how Mr. Daly explains his
eonduct over the telephone:

“That Pesnie Aboit affalr at the
Players'?

“Really, I haven't anything to say, ex-
copt perhaps to marvel at the enterprise
of the modern nowspaper., Why, man,
that Incldent vou refer to occurred only
slx months ago, and hers you are right
on the job, just as though It happened
yesterday! FHow do you mannge it?

“The story only Just came outy Wall,
maybe that's so.

“Why did 1 do 1t? Waeil, I'Il tell you.
Buppore you belonged (6 & newapaper
men's elub.  You would want {0 do some-
thing for the club, wounldn't you, even
though you wore the only newspaper
man In it?

“Well, 1 belonged to the Players' and
all of & sudden It eame to me that per
haps 1 had been too selfish, too self-
centred—that 1 had never really done
anything for the club—and so, out of A
senge of pity for my fellow-moembers—
yes, that's {1, out of a deop sense of pity
for my fellow-members, I felt that I
ought to do something for them-—some-
thing to llven them up

“And so when they appointed me
chalrman on that eventful Plpe Night
last Janusry——the enterprise of you
newspaper men {8 really astounding—I
Introduced Hessle Abott as ‘'Slgnor
Bettino Abotto, a talented female jm-
personator, who, possessing a natural
tenor volee, also sings soprano,’ and the
dead and dylng members of the Players'
ware very, very much Impressed,

“Indeed, they wore so very muach im-
pressed with Signor Abotto that my ob-
ject almost falled, for, although the
prima donns was sccompanied by her
husband, who was wellkknown to many
of the members, and although her =so-
prano volce was such that nobody but

n member of the Playern' eould posaibly
huve accgpted it as that of a female im-
personator (not to say anything of her
hands, form and features which her mas-
ciuline attire could not heolly eonceal)
and although even a member of the Play.
ars' might have been expected to detect
some slight resemblance between the
names Hettino Abotto and Bessie Abott,
it looked for several hours as if the prima
donnu's Identity would never be sus-
pected!

“It was very funny. Quite recently I
wans asked whether 1 myself knew that
Signor Abotto was n lndy, How can any-
one be really sure of these things?

"Didn't 1 know 1 was violating the
rulos? As a matter of fact, there s
nothing o the constltution which forblda
women entering the premises. On the
contrary, for all that appears in the con-
stitutlon, a woman might even be put up
for membership. But them, of couree,
direclors can hardly be expected to be
famillar with constitutions,

“And so about a month later 1 received
a letter asking me to go down to the
club to ‘explain’' the Incident to the di-
roectors,

I just wrote a letter telling them my
reslgnntion was thelra for the taking, and
they took it

“Of course, If 1 had gonas down I would
have had to tell them that, ns a matter
of tact, it wasn't 1 who escorted the lady
into the ¢lub at all, and then they would
have asked me to name the culprit and
all would be forglven, and 1 would have
been, expected to say, ‘Please, teacher,
don't punish me, Johnny done it!* I tell
vou, the whole thing just bores me Lo
death,

“But pleass ba careful not to say any-
thing to offend the members of the Play-
ord’. Brander Matthews may be a mem-
ber for all 1 know, and I wouldn't want
to offend him for the world, Be very
careful, won't you?

“Indiscreet? Yes, In one respect 1 was
very Indiscresl. 1 ought never Lo have
acted ns chalrman for the Players'. That
was really an indiscretion on my part
for which I ought to have been severoly
disciplined, Indeed, 1 could hardly have
complained {n the circumstances had they
declined my reslgnation and made me &
member for iife!”

Austria,

to bo effective by several reliable doclors,

has been discovered.
of Doctor Adolf Schwartz, an Austrian army sur-
geon now stationed ot Gravosa, In Dalmatia, in
It {8 based on the use of etherie oll of
mustard which can be obtalned in nearly every
drug store.

Thea sufferer must be very careful to follow
the Instructions glven by Dr, Behwartz In uslng
the oll, otherwise it may cause serious Injury
The patient should close his eyes
and Hps as firmly as possible and with his floger
stop the nostril on the opposlte slde of the face
from that affected by the toothache.
places a tiny bottle contalning nol more than
fivée grama of the etheric oll of mustard to the
open nostril and takes & deep breath. Immediate-

! T last & real cure for the toothache declared

to the eyes,

It {8 the Inventlon

He then

hours,

Euring Toothache Through the Nose

Iy he will suffer a violent and painful inflamation
sccompanied by an abundant flow of ters, red-
dening of the face and temporary stopping of the
breath.
ninutes,
appears with it,
subslde very quickly and In the majority of cases
the toothache does not reappear within several
it at all
recommenced and repeated as often as two or
three timea with suceeas. '

The explanation of the success of this treatment
s that the oll of mustard reaches the main trunk
of the trigeminal nerve through the nose, The
narves of the teeth are litle offshoots from this
maln nerve.

This pain lasts at the most ona or two
When It goes away the toothache dis-
The Inflammatory conditions

The treatment may them be

The mustard sels up & temporary

inflammation in the maln nerve and when the
nerve reacts agalnst the mustard It drives out
the ;ntummuon from the little nerve ends in the
teeth,

EXIT
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