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BY A, M. EASTERLING.
HEN ramigtorms wash the
and freshen alfa’fa

cornflelds

into o, brighter

green, » [armer smiles and goes to
sleep at night to dream pleasantiy of
bics full to bursting, of ramparts of

T sted boy, of [at bank accounts
and kuton les and things, but Clty

Commissioner John J. Ryvder of tha department ol
sireet cleaning wpd maintenance talks into a tele-
[hone, and his foremen pull on thelr slickers and
L0 Out to roung up work-weary men with picks and
long before thi
will be

shovels and grading machines, for

clouds dre cleared away the volee of tralile

Pavements will have been brolken

calling for help.

Lp., dirt streets washed away, culverts obliterated,
An Impatient populace will turn up its trousers and
cuss Lthe powers that be, sav i1l things about con-

tractors and berate the nelghbors who live oo un

javed thoroughfares fro: vhich tons of dirt will

have been washed down outo the paved ways, or
damming the streeis, will have forced back water
into basements, thereby causing damage ang stir

ving up litlgation.

Rainstorms and blizzards are the bane of the
sireet cleaning department, for they mean that
every avgilable man must be marshalled at the
innger points. There are “weuk sectlons' of the

where the storins
and there (g never a storm

city sgtreects and Intersections
dolight to play havoe
o' any note that does not attack these weak sec
tions, compelling the street commissioner to rein
force his gaugs, hnd subsequently deplete Lhe pre-
cious street cleaning fund, over which all sireet
commissioners, for years on eénd, have wept with
ecdnees, For this fund runs arounéd $5,000 a
month through the year and a healthy storm will
devour a month's apportionment, Hence It Is that
a street commissioner’s opportunity to go back to
Iis coustituents with a fine financlal record de-
pends altogether upon the weather,

In this respect Commissioper Ryder has cause

"o oo0oo00

bvenly-first near
Caslellar Street

s

West Entrance bo Bancrolft
Street Viaducet

1o ¢h h weather man with gross injustice,
P yring heve been so heauvy and

f juent, ar {he congsagquoit damage so Eroat, tha

the stre n and repalr fund ereal hole

it which 1i eather alone will pr nt be-gm
IR el Une torm 0 the month of Tu

following severdl winor torms, sdamaged sireat

the extent of $2.600, und money Is still belug

| o repair Often streets must be closed to

I i travel and weeks will elapse befare 1he

orm damage s Ir[r.a.'z_:li
Knowledge that certain streets will be damaged
L» every rainstorm hus prompted Lhe street com-

wigsloner and his general foreman, Dean Noyes, Lo
In the worst places
belng
brickbals and

edopt unlque preventive plans

tn barrels ln which asphait is packeg ure
eunk and filled
cther heavy material to form bulkheads,

“Any number of dirt streels are washed out by

with broken rock,

thie volume of water flowing over them during
itwavy rains, aald Commissloner Ryder “This
yoar downpours in rapid succession practically

rulted several streets where side diches existed
Af An experiment we flattened s few streeta from
curb llpe to curb line and we found that the plan
worked all right Streets that used to wash oul
more or less with every rain stood up in good shape,
tut In the worst places we had to use the tin bar-
rels to form bulkheads at certain distances.

“A ralnstorm will clean & paved street to a fair
degree and will thoroughly clean every pavaed strest
on & hillside. At the same time it will wash down
onto the paved sireels all the logse earth and

Y

c‘ebrie from the higher, unpaved levels. Hence,

we have o send gangs of men to certaln intersec-

tions after every storm, becuuse It is & cloeh thut

large quantities of eurth will have washed down
“Our

sbout B per

that

been

sireeis show
fund ha
golog lnto the upkeep of asphalt streets, Wo are
pow repalring briek and sgtoue pavemenls as rapldly
as possible
older brick
down, all we can do Is to fill the worst
&6 asphaltie mixture, and uy o keep them passable
tor traffic unull pew pavement is ordered and lanid.

records of repeirs to

cunl of our repair

where bad conditiona exiat. Op the

streets, where small bricks were put

ruts with

“Ordinarily we have in this department from
iwenty-four to thirty red Ught lanterns, Op the
evening of Sunday, June 21, Mr, Noyes, after fln-

had caused o be placed 138 red
had o get

lehing 4 busy day
light
hardware stores all the serviceable lanterns they
had in stock, und we were compelled to hire extra
halp to place the lights In position.

lanterns To do this we from

“In some casea wa were compelled Lo close the
glreets to public travel, either in whole or In part,

A

rntll we could correct the worst conditlons existing
Each

eding, covering a period of a weelk.or ten

ut other poluls raln was worse than the

Dne pred

vays, and @ result our dally expense mounted

very perceptibly,

1 ga on the theory that this department ghould
I'e condurted on the sgme lines ns any other busl-
pess, viz.,, to do the necessary work in the shortest
possible thme at the smallest possible expense Al
t'mes, necessarily, the dally, weekly or monthly ex
repse rolls Increase quite materinlly At other

imes we are able to lay off men and teams and
Lhus equalize expulse

Not sll the expense of & heavy ralnstorm comes
out of the street commissioner's funds, for the
sianner in which streets have been graded have been
ihe direct cause of a great deal of storm damage,
lewsuits, judgments, compromises and seltiements
conform to & certaln grade,

below the

Hecause strects must
high
Louses on elther slde of the sireet,

sometimes fur
the damage by

soOMmetimes anbove,

sptorms I8 conslderably sugimnented

bundlieq by the city

Seores of sults have been

Jeene at Thirtield and
Bedtord Jtrecel

and of dollars bhave
bean pald to property vwners whose houses have
besn flooded or the foundations of the houses un-
dermined by renson of the manner in which the
graded. While the ecity attorneys do
not recognize the general right of property owners
to damages bocause of the havoe the storm plays
with the sults are generally settled
e eompromise paymenits Thus the strest grading
problem does not end with the appraisers’ award
{ dumnges because of high or low grades, but pre-
pents eelf anew altler every storm,

General Foreman Noyes, who, besides being &
fereman, is somewhat of a photographer, has taken
l undreds of snapshots and time exposures of the
damege to Wirests by raimstorms, This: collection
he keops In the street commissioner’'s office, where
known &% the rogues' gallery of the storm
gods, Strange pranks of the siornis are gshown In
{hese pletures, pavements crumbled and plied Into
high mounds, street car tracks spanning chasms
where once wos sound asphalt and curiously ser-
1ated dirt streots, over which no vehicle could pass,

Sometimes street car tracks for blocks are
vuried under two or three feet of uud. Once In &
while & motorman looks at this mud and pulls the
throttle. Then Mr. Noyes adds another photo-
g1aph to his gallery, the pioture of a street car with
ftg front end covered In mud and patient street
cleaners shovellng a path for it. A street oar can
plow through snowdrifts, if the snow is dry aand
fluffy but mud ls never flufly nor dry, and a very
thin layer is sufficient to tie up traffic completaly,

legal department hundreds

hreals ure

thelr houses
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