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ledicament

Shall She Give Up Being Adopted

Daughter of the World’s Richest

Playwright to Let Him Marry Haughty Lady

Scott, the Antarctic Hero’s Widow?
And Who'll Be Pretty Polly’s
Papa Then? Everybody Wonders

HESE are the characters In a

real e drama of today that

bas more psvchological and
sentimental complexities than any
Ibsen or Pinero play:

Bir James Matthew Barrle, author
of “The Little Minlster,” “Peter
Pan,” ete, oo,

Lady Bcott, widow of England’s
Antarctic hero, sculptress, woman
of stern ldeallsm.

Polly Chase, once a “Pink Pajama
Girl"* In the United Stiates, now
adopted daughter of Barrie and an
actress of universally recoguized
charm and talent.

A report has been current In very
well informed quarters In London
that Barrle was about to marry
Lady Boott. Undoubtedly they are
very intimate friends, and the
author considers himuself responsible
for the fulure of the widow's llitle
son, Peter. It has sven been stated
that the palr had been secretly mar-
ried. This statement was promptly
denlad, but no information about
future plans could be obtained. Bar
7is bimself made this rather pus
pling statement:

“Therse 8 no reason why Lady
Soott should not remarry. And
equally there ls no reason why, if
ghe decides to remarry, she should
koep the matter secrel.”

Now, accarding to thoss who have
studied the Intricacies of this sit
ustion the real obstacle to the mar
riage of Barrie and Lady Scolt s
simply Polly Chase. Barrie adopted
Polly some years ago, when bhe was
still living with his first wife, It is
understood that be then made her
the principal heir to his fortune,
which s estimated at $2,600,000, al-
most entirely derived from his enor.
mously successful plays. It s sald
that “The Little Minister” alone
yialded hlm §450,000, Ameriea has
contributed hundreds of thousands
of dollars to the playwright's cof-
fers. He recelved the title of baro-
met In 1913, which makes him “8ir
James Matthew Barrie”

o mgrc:n.t. it ::ﬂmlrn;ad. gﬂ:ld
as @ aughter Pol
Chase, the actress and r:rmer "Pml:
Pajama Girl"” Lady Scott, you ses,
lives most of the time on the heights
of devoted (o fine art, the
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position as adopted daughter of the
most suwecessful and wealthy play-
wright of the day? It seems a great
deal 10 expeot of her, Will Barrie
diginherit her? That ls too eruel an
act to expect from & man of his
nmiable character,

Barrie's originn; c¢ourse in adopt-
Ing a charming and wellgrown
young woman of the stage will ap-
pear rather puzaling to many simple
minded people. It can only be un-
derstood by those who have made
a thorough study of all the author's
writings. To those who have mas
tered (he extraordinary psychology
revealed by such books as “Sentl-
mental Tommy,” and "Tommy and
Grizel,” no sentimental action by
Barrie need appear surprising. It
may safely be said that there Is
nothing of the red-blooded primitive
man, “the man's man" of American
fiction, about Barrie. He is gentls
and gubtle.

Five years ago Barrie obtained a
divoreed from his tpst wife, formerly
Mary Ansell, a very handsome Eng-
lish actress. He obtalned It on the
ground of her relationa with Gllbert
Canoan, a rising voung critie, who
in the Intervals of calling on Mrs.
Barrie wus Urylng to lmprove the
stage censorship. The evidence
showed that he had repeatedly
sbused Barrie’'s hospitality. Barrie
oftered to forgive his wife It she
would express cootrition, but she
wouldn't,. He wept when bhs went
into court. Then he gave s house
in London, a house In the country
and a handsome Inceme for lle to
his divorced wite.

The first Mra. Barrie was not alto-
gether pleased with Polly Chase as
an adopted daughteér. The nsentl-
mental Barrie discoversd that Polly
was the ideal child of his dreams
from the first time be set eyes on
her, Originally she had mads her
success in musical shows, In which
shapely Umbs were the great sttrac
tlon. Bhe went to London from
Amerion and after some other ex-
periences obtained an t
R4 one of the chlldren in the frst
production of “Peter Pan."

It was then that she pleased Bar
rie 80 much. In the next production
of “Peter Pan" she played the title
part and made an immenssd success.
She proved that she possessed talent
of a serigus order.

Nature has marked Barrie as a
man to be blessed with many women
friends. With so much sentiment
and s0 much moner he Was sure to
be favored in that way.

inelude many
types of feminlpity and
among them one of the
moet  dlstinguished (s
Lady Secott,

-

When the late Captaln Robert P,
Beott went away on his last voyage
to the south polar reglons he laft
his wife and family in & sense In the
care of Barrie. He koew Barrie's
generous and tender nature, his love
for children and his unselfish devo-
tion to women.

Barrle Is extremely fond of ohil-
dren and naturally enough he never
had any of his own. He has written
much about ohildren and he has
shown a sitrong propensity for
adopting other children besides
Polly Chase. «

When the Captain and his com-
panions died herolcally In the polar
wastes, one of his last messages
was addressod to Barrie and related
to his son Peter,

“Give the boy & chance, ¥ the
state won't do It. He ought to have
good stuff In him" the Captain
wrote,

This solemn message made the
Bcott widow a sacred trust to the
large hesrtad playwrizht, He re.
gards C;%ulnescg::‘: children as hia
own. e Cap 'S measage re-
ferred to his fouryearold son,
Pater, but there Is another boy, born
while the explorer was away, whom
he never paw.

Lady Becott is a asculptress of

talent and an ldealist in
many ways. She is try-
fng to make her son
Petar a perfect specimen
of manly strength and
beauty, in every way worthy of his
herale father. He mnever wears
shoes or an;, covering wupon his
legs. His unconventional costume
was remarked at the memorlal ser-
vicea in honor of his father. He I8
allowed to gee only what {8 beauti-
ful and uplifting in art and nature.

Yot another element enters into
this complicated situation. That is
the publie attitude in Hngland con-
cerning Lady Scott's proposed re-
marriage. Many persons think that
as the widow of a natlonal hero she
should keep herself apart in sacred
and unsullied loneliness. This theory
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would make her a sort
of publle monument.
They point out that
the mnation has done
much for her. The
title which would have been glven
to her husband had he lived was
glven to her. Her husband's full pay
as & naval captain on active service,
amounting to $4,000 a year, was be-
stowed on her. Out of the public
subseription raised for the familles
of Scott's party, $42,600 was given
to har and $17,500 to her son, Peter.

The King offered her apariments
in Hampton Court Palace, but she
declined this on the ground that she
could not carry on her sculpture
there,

In view of all this many fervent
patriots think Lady Scott would be
ungrateful and undignified if she ac-
copted the name and protection of
ancther husband. On the other
hand thers i not Jacking many good
people who warmly assert that any
young widow has a night to remarry

"Pretty Polly Chase
Is Up a Tree Just
Like Barrie's Famous
‘Peter Pan.' Will
Lady Scott Be Strong
Enough to Shake Her
Down? Everybody
Wonders."

and that it is wicked to ask her to
sacrifice herself to the memory of a
dead husband, howaver herole. Cap-
tain Scott, these people argue, would
not have asked her to remaln un.
married on his own account, but
would umselfishly have wished her
to do the best thing she could for
herself and the children.
Novertheless those who think she
ought to remaln unmarrded are In-
fluential In her immediate surround-
ings. It 15 belleved that she might
defy them, but she could only do it
if Miss Polly Chase would relinquish
her position as Barrle's adopted
daughter, Bome of the purltans
would perhaps be unkind enough to
speak of the clever young actress
ag "Polly, the Pink Pajama Girl."
They would groan and roll up thelr
eyes at the thought that she was
helping to bring up Captain Scott's
little boys. They would say that the
British natlon had lavished its gen-

erosity on Lady Scott in wvaln.

It 'seems then certain that Sir
James Matthew Barrie cannot win
the hero's widow unlesa pretty
Polly Chase will extinguish herself
and that is asking too much, It is
a predicament as pusadng and cruel
as any 1in which “Sentimental
Tommy" ever found himself.

The World-Famous ‘‘Hoodoo’’ Mummy
a Secret Passenger on the Titanic?

London, June 1.
HE notorious haunted mummy
case in the British Museum
{s now eredited by the super-
stitfous with having caused an even

greater tragedy than any yet re-
corded in its 2,000 years of tragie
history.

This time it {s the dreadful Titanic
disaster that s assoclated with the
deadly mummy case. According to a
story which is belng widely elrcu-
latad hers the beautifully painted
and gilded mummy ease, which 18 an
object of remarkable interest, was
socured by an American millionaire
from the museum, where 1t had been
placed in the cellar to save the at-
tendanis and visltors from the bale-
ful effects of ita exhibition In the
publlo rooms! The American shipped
it on the Titanle, and the great ship
wen! down in the manner everybody
is famillar with,

The story of thia latest
episode 1s published by
the Internatinal Psychlo
Gazette, & journal exten-

sively read by those Interested in
psychie research and various forms
of mysticlem and alleged super
natural phenomena. Here is its ac-
count:

“Pyery one has heard of the
malign Egyptian mummy case which
was brought to the Britiah Museum
soma years ago, and whose presence
dealt death and disaster to attend-
ants and others who looked upon it
A story is now being told in well-
informed ecircles which s sald to
have emanated from one of the
museum authorities, From this it
would appear that several of the
mussum attendants, convinced that
they were in danger of thelr lives,
presented an ulth stum that the
coffin-lld must be removed from thelr
vicinity or they would resign.

“Thelr demand was congidered by
the curators, and, in view of the
catalogue of calamities that some-
how seemed oconneoted with the
mummy case, their demand was con-
sidered reasonable, A replica was
sccordingly made and palntsd in
exact facsimile, and this was ex-
hibited to the pubMe as the real
tking, no outsider being any the
wiser nr the worse. The coffin {tself
was deposited in an obscure cellar
in the vaults of the museum. Then
all stories as to the evil Influence of
the Egyptian coffin ceased.

“The sttendants axbibited the rep-
lica with calm minds and stolid in-
scrutability, The public who gazed
upon it suffered no llleffects. By
and bye, however, an American
E:é'ptom(!&t inspected the coffin
and ascertained that it was certainly
not genuine. It was a faithful copy,
but his expert eye discovered it to be
& fraud! To drop on the Britlsh
Museum exhibiting & fake was an
event of first-cliss importance, and
an exposure that would have brought
world-wide ridiculs upon the vener-
able British repository of antiquarian
art and treasures seemed imminent

“The curators, therefore, took the
American visitor into thelr confi-
dence and explained what had been
done. Moreover, they took him to
the cellar and showad him the
original coffin, and he declared that
he was satisfied,

“'Bul- look here he sald ‘I
guess this fine mummy case ls not &
bit of good to you in your cellars.
I want that coffln for America! I'l
make you a bid for it!"

“He did, end |t wasz sold ¢t0 him on

his own terms. [t was carefully
packed, 8o that no one could guess
what dts covering case contalned;
and arrangements wers made so that
no hitch would be caused by Cus-
tom House examinations, And so
the coffin was dispatched to America
—on board the Titanic! It now rests
miles deep in tha Atlantie, The ques-
tion being discussed {s whether the
colfin's reputeq diabolio power hurled
the leviathan to itsa doom."

However baseless, (rrational and
oredulous their attitude may appear,
many pearsons undoubtedly beliave
that the mummy case really had a
mysterious connection with thls and
other tragedies. The fact that eo
many persons have been affected by
terror of this inanimate obiect i in
{teelf a subject of serlous Interest,

The mummy case is that of the
Princess Hetare, daughter of the
Pharasoh Amen Hotep III. of the
elghteenth dynasty, ons of the great-
est kings of ancient Egypt. The
Princess was a priestess of the
Temple of Amen-Ra, and lived about
3,000 years ago,

The mummy {teelf was separated
from the case many years ago and
lost. This Is an important part of
the tragie history of the relle. A
mummy case {s really more lnterant-
ing than the mummy itself,. When
the case is of fiue quality it bears
a striking likeneas of the deceased,
I8 richly decorated and is in every
way an object of high art. Ths case
in question §8 & splendld specimen,
The mummy [tself s but an un-
sightly bdbundle of withered flesh,
bones and dingy wrappings

The Princess Hetars dessrted the
Temple of Amen-Ra in order to aid
her half brother, who was fghting
for the throne. The curse of the god
has rested upon her ever since,
Thus began the story which was pub-
lished when her evil influence first
altracted notice. History tells us
that she was murdered by a devotee
of Amen-Ra, but was burled with
royal honors.

Forty years ago the mummy and
case ware bought by a party of Eng-
lishmen in Egypt. On ths way back
up the Nile the mummy was mysterl-
ously lost, but the party reached
Epgiand with the case, Soon after-
ward one of them was shot, another
lost his right arm in an accldent. and
A third was rulned. ‘The sister of the
deceased owner gavs the mummy
case to the British Museum,
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