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Feople Begégd Mrs.

Harriman for

The Rematkable Efforts of the Financier’s Widow
to Discover the Worthy Among Those Who

26700

0000!

Asked Her For Three Times Her Entire Fortune--
And the Surprising Things She Found Out

the favorite
of the

argument
begging letter
writer,

The fallacy of this argument I8
apparent in the autborized state-
meut that within two years after
the death of B *H. Harriman, the
rallway magnate, his widow re-
ceived 6,000 begming letters asking
for an aggregate of $367.000,000

What is the consclontions, philan-
thropically imclined masteér or mis-
tress of milllons to do in such a
situation? Laborlously examine in-
10 the merits of each application for
materinl aid, submit to being im-
poverished, or throw all the begging
letters into the waste basket?

Myrs, Harrlman chose the conrse
first unmed. FPlret, to the llmit of
ber time and strength, she read and
nnnlyzed each of those 6,000 beg-
ging letters. Then, convinced that
many of them contalned legitimnte
requests, she submitted the whole
correspondence for expert analysis
to William H. Allen, Director of the
Burean of Munieipal Research and
Nntlonal Training BSchool for Pub-
e Service, The extremely inter-
egting, and often surprising, result
is Mr. Allen's book, lately lsgeud by
Doda, Mead & Co., N. Y., and called
“Modern Philanthropy; a Study of
Efficient Appealing and Giving*

In a foreword Mrs. Harriman
writes: :

“Gifts spiritual, gifts mental, and
gifts materinl are the three grentest
means of expressing buman inter-
est, They have been unequally be
stowed upon men and unegually ob-
tained by men”

“Man's individual gifts must be
used systematically as well ng sym-
pathetieally to be successful in
thelr mission of benefiting bimself,
his country and his race”

With the ald of a eard Index sys-
tem, Mr. Allen clagsified und anal-
yzed thase 6,000 begglng letters sent
to Mrs. Horriman, Two of his in-
teresting concluslons are:

“Tha, those who glve ‘without
migsing It' are sure to miss It In
thelr giving.”

“Thut there I8 need for & corre-
spondence school in the art of ap-
peallng und the art of glving™

For exsample us to the former, the
ewotlonally metapborical wWouan
who wrote asking Mre. Harrimau
for “Just one drop from your over-
flowing bucket for n sister in deep
wilers,”

“Please do sit down and wrlte n
check for one milllon dollars,”
wrote apother woman. “It will look
so small that yom will ses you'll
pever miss the sum and make me
famous and fortunate.”

A man writiug from Callfornin
wis w0 tactiess as to convey a hiot
about the Biblieal eamel and
needle’'s eye: “You could never
miss $1.700, and when a8 man goes
to the home beyond he cannot tklie
his riches with him.™

Three thousand of these letters
wete from men, women and chil
dren In the Unlled States, asking
$22,0000 40  for thewmselves; 1,400
personinl letters from Europe, Asli.

Afrten and  Australia asked for
$42,000,000; 1100 benevolent agen-
cles In the Unlted States wanted

$207,000,000, while various Iinstitu.
tions in forelgn countries asked for
$6.000.000. Yet, writes the expert:

“With few exceptions requests
are prefaced with the assurance
that writers wanit ouly what Mrs
Harriman would never miss.”

Two out of three of these begging
letters were from women; less than
ten per cent asked ald for others--
the majorlty of these personal beg-
gurs had “troubles of thelr own™
One letter In twenty-five, only, was
from a minor; but these were nene-
ly alwnys altruistic, often In the
interest of “mamma, who is slck
and worrying for the debts” Only
about one In ten of the personnl
letters were from Illiterate persons,
while 3388  were apparently from
persons of far more than average
educatlon.

“It 12 not merely the slum-dwell-
er,” writes Mr. Allen, “or the slum-
worker In a great clty who writea
to the rich men and women adver-
tised In the press. On the con-
trary, 2,500 different locallldes are
representeil by these 6,000 appeals
For Mrs. Harriman's office and ou*
own we prepared two pin maps lu-
dicating the locallties in the United
States after the firsy 2,000 Jetters
bhad come. Little black ping mean
individunis asking for thamselves
and fumiles. Large red plus are
used for colleges and universities,
little red ones for Indusirial schools,
ete.; white for churches, green for
hospitals, yellow for boys' clubs;
blue for homes and asylums, Iny-
ender for sclentific and clvie bodles,

In explaining why so much study
was glven to these letters, Mr, Al-
len, who scems fo be speakivg for
Mrs, Harrimnan, says:

“The first twenty or fifty tirues
one reads; “You will
never miss such a trifle,
while to m. one thous-
and dollars would look
like Heaven [tself,’ the
heurt response 8 lm-
mediate, It seems im-
perative to answer an
appenl to suve a tuber-
culosls flance, rescue A
paralyzed baby, rebulld
& chorch that was
struck by llghtening,
supply the last 6Afty
thousand toward a col-
lege which will 1)
lumine a Blate,’ or glve

an  old couple the
longed-for trip back
home.

“What right have 1

with an income of §50
or §600 a day to besl.
fate when 1 pass dis.
Iress, or when It comes
Lo me In my mornlug
mall?

“Is there auy lesson

in these hundreds of
appeals for me, for
others who want (o

glve wilsely, for those
who ask and for those
who are ryving to up-
derstand, Ioterpret and
direct soclal forces?”
Ho even personal st
ers were carefully an-
alyeed thut contalued
excuses ke these:

Puove @ o~
Pruewee B Co my

A few simple pretty clothes for A
girl of 22. "“Do you blame me for not
wanting to marry him when he is
wenlthy unless I have them?

“Merely the gift of an auto-
moblle for my nged mother and
myself, which would be nothing ll:
your sight; $400 in the Lord's name,
for a minister whose present auto-
moblle is worn out.

“A tombstone o expenslve that I
am unable to do much, still it is &
sacred duty.”

Money to put an artificlal leg on
the market,

Twenty-five dollars
copyright of a drama.

Fifty dollars to carry out a plan
to keep n family of twelve children
from tormenting thelr nelghbors.

To pay debts contracted without
her husbnnid's knowledge.

“This letter will reach you on
Saturday. Wil you have the kind-
ness to send me an auswer by spe-
elnl dellvery, ns on Sunday ordinary
mall 1s not clreulated. My time is
limited in this haotel,”

"One of the frenklest letters"
writes Mr. Allen, “falrly reeking with
jnsincerity, was from a man who
clalmed to hoave spent tem years
demopstrating from frat-hand con-
tact that ‘it is worth while to
investigate the horrers, disgraces,
malevolent and Ignorant outroges,
procedures intensely dangerous to
health and iife itself, now borne with
equanimity and patience by all the
generous and trustful publle.,....
among ordinary cheap restaurants
where the majority of our Americans
are now getting thelr pot luck.'”

The tactlessness of many of these
mendicant letter writers was Amig-
ing. A wife whose husband was *“in
bad health and unable to work” ad-

to pay for

Above s Mary Harris
man, Now Mrs. C. C.
Rumsey; Below Miss

Carol Harriman, Daugh-
ters Whése Flnaneclal
Waelfare the Late Mr.
Harriman Left in  His
Wife's Hands Together
with His Whole Fortune.

FIND THEM OUT?"

What They Asked For

1800 Wanted Outrignt Gifts of $8,000,000.

617 Wanted “Loans” of $5,000,000.

216 Wanted to Sell Objects for $8,000,000.

238 Wanted Employment and Investment Tips,

330 Wanted Business Capital of $5,000,000,

600 Wanted $1,600,000 to Buy Homas.

208 Wanted $120,000 for Medical Care,

1100 American Benevolent Agencies Asked $207,000,000.
1400 Forelgn Letters Asked for $32,000,000.

150 Foreign Institutions Asked for $6,000,000.
Mrs., Harriman's Entire Fortune s Only $75,000,000.

‘““All the world seemed to Mrs, Harriman
to be reaching out a begging hand to her.
Behind the appealing hand she knew
were real need, real merit, real oppor-
tunities for philanthropy—but how to
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Mrs, Harrimen's Beg-
ing Map—tha Most
| Remarkable Map in the
|| World, as the Begging
Letters Came in the
Places They Were Sent
il from Ware Marked with
"] Pins—Little Black Pine
10 4l for  Individuals, Large
il Red Pins for Colleges
" | and  Universities, Little

« || Red Pine for Industrial
Schools, otc., White for
Churches, Green for

¢ Hospitals, Yellow for
| Boret* Ciube, Blue for
w————el Homes, Lavender for

”‘roP’ n" lh.

dressed Mrs, Harriman
s “Denr Bls In Christ.”

A\ buslness man o
need  of more eapital
tarted his letter 1o
s Harriman with
the  inguiry, “Is yous

witl] suved T
A womnn who admite.
ed that she was only

I e candlestick of
Heaven's Hght" waoted
thie means of Auancing
A scheme 10 revive “the
st art of letter wrlt-
Ing

A wan with a record
of Ufty-evight Inll sen-
viees o one year do-
sires the means of plae-
g on the morket a
“health  remedy nade
of celery water™

A champlon erank
ended his letter thuas:
Yours for the lminedl
gle restoration of truth,

justice and sexless pros

press s the sound basle

priucipie of nll things commou In

these adl dnys." And signed,
“Mizpah

Dread of the “wuaste basket™

eropped t in many of the lettera

wvorhte expression of thuat
the pome of humanity do
elter lnto the waste

This Is a 1
dread It
not throw 1hls

basket untll you have read IL"
Hundreds “do protest too much™ at

the sturt “This I8 not a egging

letter,” And, "Il you knew bow |t

hurls me to write” And, "l am not
an tmpostor,” and, “if you will ask
my mlnlster,” ele

Many of the requests from charity
fnd otbher benevolent institutions comn-
tained plrnses thit were monuments
of imbecliity, baod taste and Insineer-

ity. Here are a few examples:
“1 huve set wmy nlarm clock for 2
.m  Bach thme It rlugs | will plse

and ask Godd o ask vou Cor §00,000.°
“Giod ) cheerful glver.”
“May the Holy Bplirit do His work

ln your Lhenrt apnd lead you to glve

BL.500.000" (to & Western nulver

Scientific and Civic Bodies.
Their Distribution Can Be. The llustrat
Remarkable Book That

Dotails the

sity)., “We would appreciate a reply
over your own slgnature”

“It wos 0 very great pleasure to
fiep you onoe more and to know of
God's kindly deallngs with you. P. 8,
Bectlon 3, nbove, is not quite true to
fact, but T trust you are to be a oo
laborer aud 80 1 send this with a
plhiotograph of myself.”

It & recognlzed that begging let
ters must be exntmolined carefully as a
bosis for diserimlnate and belpful
KIVing, In some caskes a begglng
letter furnlshies evidence that the
writer shoulidl have other nttention
at  once — thnt some one should
"*Ing for an ambulance.® For 1in-

The Colors of the Pins Cannot Bs Seen on m.ll"roluﬂiﬂ, but
ion ls from Director William H. Allen’s b
Harriman Begging Letter Researc

Y“Modern Philan-

Blunce:
“A man who lenves his wife and

ehlldren In an Institution and bor-
rows mongy from hotel clerks with
which to buy newspaper and Bible
guotntlons to further ‘one of the
grentest constructive schemes 1t
make $850,000,000" should be exam-
fned for his sanity. Otherwise, in-
wtend of Lecoming one of the most
‘helpful, progressive and useful men
of my time," he may easlly become &
bomicide™

Accordingly—with Mra Harri-
man's  epcourngement—Mre.  Allen's
book ends with a oarefully thought-
out “Mogna Chartn for Glvers."

Heat That Makes Iron Boil Like Water

Ol some yoars past scientifie
men have been striving Lo pro-
duce heat fiercer thun any tem-

perature of which we have experl-
erce In ordinary life. The grentest
heat ever developed by the agency of
man Wis obtained by Sir Andrew
Noble, who exploded cordite In
eloded vessels, so that a pressure ol
filty tons to the sqguare inch was
registered, und a degree of heal
never previously recorded.

The highest temperature reached
In fuel furnaces for practical pur-
posos Is between 1,700 and 1,800 de-
grees centigrade: and at sueh a heat
fireclay and porcelaln are melted,
Then we come to the flame fed with
hydrogen und oxygen, or oxygen
ndp coul gas: by these means a
temperature of 2,000 degrees coentl-
grade may be obtaiued,

A new industry solely depsndent
upon the employment of greal heat
I that of melting quarts. This min-
aoral, fused by the oxy - hydrogen
fame, I8 converted Into tubes and
flasks and other vessels for chemi-
cal purposes. These vessels are ab-
solutely Inert, and may be heated
hundreds of degrees higher than Is
poasible with glass; they may also
be plunged mt such hest Into cold
water withouyt injury

It has been discovered that by
whirllug u centrifugnl wheel at high
velocity In the combustion-chamber
of & furnace the nitrogen s east to
one slde, while the oxygen Is con-
centrated, aond In this way a bright-
er fame and grealer heat are ob-
talned A slmllar appliapce used
during the combustion of conl ig »
furnace enabled & Orm of paper-
makere to save [weuty-seven per
ceut of thelt coal bil) by the elimi-
nation of the bhydrogen gus formed
b combustion.

But most remarkable of all the
phases of the utllization of extreme
heat ls tho discovery of the welding
material known as thermit., The
inventor discovered that aluminium
Is very much attached to oxygeu,
and holds It closer than & brother.
Therefore he mixed granulated alu-
minlum with oxide of iron, for the
lighter metal wants oxygen, and the
oxide of iron bas it o give. A amall
quantity of magoesiom Alings was
placed on top of the mixture and =
storm-match applied, and Immedi-
ately & mass of molten iron was
seen bolling &t a temperature of
3,000 degrees centigrade — much
higher than any temperature in or
dinary use,




