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it known, cost about as
mueh to prodiuee as Horned |'|t'l'l'|r"\ 's
proverbial potatoes, god that was one
dollar There are faney fowls
domuetled 1n luxurions houses that Tuy
hnedly enough egus to pay for the
arivin they eat, Neither fine line feathers
Hi'(l’.“‘ll"l]_\ Tllll}\" Hﬂl' |lil'l|-. “l'n.— are s |i| toerate
18 Yankees. If left to their own deviees, they will
sleep i the trees, Make them hustle for a living, and
they will lay like machines, Coddle them, and they
will grow fat, lazy and shiftless.

The hens that lay are the hens that pay, of course.
You will find such hens il1 modest hittle Hoeks all over
the eountry, busily eutting the cost of living for their
OWIErs., \\IIII'II' i l'lil‘klill;f \I‘il' l'uhlpi;u‘l'rll'_\. I|H'_i
cmerge from their mid-winter each lenves the
equivalent of a nickel behind her. Whether
sold, egis ot o nickel apiece help to ent the grocer's
bill and to reduce the profits of the meat trust,

Over ninety per cent of all the eges produced it
this country vome from the farms and the back _\.uef-.
Ounly here and there s
there n snecesstul spe
vinhized ege planit, Al
between an lli:lIi'\l‘]u;ll'li
Mountana gold mine and
n commereial ||ull|[l'l\'
proposition, why, yon
can lose your money in
Ve AR :|I.iit'|‘|‘\ nx i the
other, On the other hand,
a small flock well eared
tor will pay substantial
dividends., Biddy of the
baek }ll!'d holds the ku'_\'
to the situation. She is
||ui1u: ||u||[‘\ now : but she ull;..'lll to do better. The
number of eggs annually produced should be hall as
large agmn, withont inereasing the number of birds,
Fhe bigger yvield will eome with more intelligent man-
ngement. |h|- e itsell, will help to wake table sup
plies cheaper; for eggs and poultry will, more and
more, be substituted for ntht‘l' fomd lnrmlnl‘l'-.

Few people realize that (he pouliry business, as it
stands, 18 one of the most mmportant industries i the
country. The value of the poultry and egg erop eachi
year s several hoodeed uull:nn dollars. Some sixteen
hillion eggs are laid each yenr by the great Ameriean
hen, which number placed end to end would make o
belt avross the conliment, Some vears, the conntry’s
poultry products have been worth more than its com-
bined output of gold and silver,
big that the great western packing houses have taken
it under their wings, picking up the eges from the
farmers and putting them safely into cold storage
until they ean be shipped to market — just when the
priee is right, no doubt. It is a fact, though, that eges
s0 handled reach the consumer in better shape than
those that pass through the hands of the country
groter. The latter, taking them in exchange for suear
and calico, imposes no age Hmits, providing they do
not spenk for themselves like the ehicken that peeped
as Mike broke a raw egg into his wouth, You know
I|It' story 4
promptly ejaculated: *
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Mike, a bit stariled, gulped, choked and
‘Begorra, ye -.]nnl..l' too late!

Incubator house of terra cotta hollow tile
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In the Petaluma distriet of California, some two
million fowls are distribated over an avea of twenty
=qquare miles, Severnl million dozen eggs nve sent ont
every year from this city alone. Petaluma iz & city
that was practically built by hens —a city where
raw materinls are converted into eges at the Jate of
#4057 worth an hour for ten hours a day, Sundays
and holidays ineluded; for the Sabbatical system i
not recognized by the hen.

But to get back to our little flock in the back yard.
Wihen hens are kept in large nnmbers, they are ex
pected o pay a profit of a dollar a head. The back
yard flock should pay twice as much. Here are two
actual experiences: A suburban family kept fifteen
pullets in a home-made poultry house, fed the table
seraps supplemented with grain, and made a net
profit of filty dollars, Another family housed eight
Ancona pullets in a ten-dollar coop, and had all the
eggs needed for honsehold use and some to sell during
a winler that wos unusually Thousands of
families are hoving experiences of this sort. It is a
practical way to beat the middleman, or whoever is
vesponsible for things as they are,

Along with simplified spelling and sim-
plified brick laying, we have simplified
|uu1ll| v keeping, which is n fine thing for
the amateur with a little land and
knowledge. No longer is it necessary to mix
a wel mash every morning,
Nowadays, a dry mash
which is another term for
dry ground grains mixed
nnd with heet seraps added

is dumped into a hopper
and placed where the hens
can consult their own sweet
will about eating it.

No longer is it necessary
to puzzle over balanced rations, All
dealers now sell prepared combina-
tions of eracked grains, geienlifically
blended, Most hens will speedily un-
halanee any sort of ration; for they
pick out the kinds of food they relish
in a way that is almost human, But it
is reassuring to the pounltry keeper to start right,
especially after he has read some learned bulletin on
the subject,

It is no longer necessary to pore over poultry house
plans and to hive a carpeuter to exeeute them, nor
even to bhomuper one'’s thumb in an effort to meta-
morphose a pinno box into a hen coop. Ready-made,
portable poultry houses are especially well adapted
to the needs of small flocks. They are found very
vonvenient by the man who rents his home, for the
renson that they ean be knocked down and loaded
info o wagon whenever it becomes desirable to change
one's domicile,

And, be it remembered, it is not now
even to have u vard for the hens, This reduces the
problem of keeping poultry to its lowest terms. It
18 quite possible to confine a floek for months at o
time, if the house is o arranged that fresh air may
be admitted freely and if a deep litter is used to
vover the floor, so that the birds will be eompelled
to work for what they eat just as if they were hunt-
ing bugs in the flelds. 1t is true that this method of
keeping poultry has limitations, No one
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advantage, in that the ponltey keeper eannot develop
i |u=.'n"\'-l-.|‘\'n|-_' strain of his own, as is possible when
e can gelect his most prolifie hens for breeders and
rnise his own eliucks. The jneabator and the brooder
have -irnp||lh d this jreaet of the In!-.lru--..-. ull [IUII]!!}
keeping, too. Hens like Leghorns, which never sit
on their eges, are rearved almost exelugively in many
sections of the country. They
machines, or to comb the eonn I|\.-n]v for broody old
I}l\!]llﬂllh Rocks and W Vi andoties.

One remarkable featnre of the modern ineubator
is the elasticity of its usefuluness. The man with o
few hens invests in a fifty-ege machine and rans i
i his living-room, while the man with a big I-qul
wstalls o mammoth ineubator capable of hatehing
thousands of eges al a time. The biz man burns coal,
The little man uses kerosene, gas or ele Hil'il_\',
and eleetricity Inbor, and mway be used
where the insurnncee rvegulations bar oil,

Egypt had mammoth hateling machines thousands
ol years ago. If Cleopatra fed Anthony on anything
S0 ln!illlmllplu-v ne ]n-lrlla]\ the choiee
young birds pipped their ghells in a big oven-shaped,
lll\ incubator. We, in Americq, have eaught up
with Egypt at last; and coineident
with the development of the mam-
moth hatehing machine, have come
two new lines of industry — custom
hateliing and the =ale of baby chicks,
The back-yard poultry keeper finds
something in hoth to interest him,
Both lelp to make amatenr poultry
keeping easy.

Suppose you have a strain of Co
lumbian Wyandottes that you want
to perpetuate. Yon  select your
hatehing eges with due care from
your best pens, and express them
to the eustom bateher. Twenty-two
or twenty-three days later, the ex-
pressman delivers the baby chicks to
Simple, isn't it? And yet, revolutionary! Whao
wd this plan will lead ?  In the course
of a few years, every well-populated county may
have several mammoth machines, where the hatehing
for all the small poultry keepers will be done. Suck
an arrangement would come very near to duplieating
the E; gyptinn enstom; for there, one or two men do
the hatching for a whole community, With a little
imagination, one can picture hatching stations along
side the ereameries all over the e onntry. This brancl
of the poultry industry is still in swaddling clothes;
but a rapid growth is ]iUd’llnl'il

Fyve ry devive or priw tice that |ll']]|- to inerease the
amount of the country’s poultry products will be an
aid in cutting the cost of living; and, as the supply
18 far behind the demand, it can be done without
affecting the returns of the poultry keeper. Remem
her that ezgs are being imported from conntries so
far away as China,

The sale of day-old chicks is another interestine
development, Baby chicks require no food for forty
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18 advised to breed from hens housed so
closely, The wise plan is to sell all the
hens in the summer as they ecase to lny,
and to start afresh with well-matured
pullets m the fall. Then, all the work
and bother incidental to the raising of
chickens is done away with, and there is
no need to maintain a rooster with the
flock—a feature of the plan that will ap-
peal to non-poultry-keeping neighbors,

Although this elose-housing system is
the only one that is practicable under
some conditions, it has one serious dis-

A type of (mh -alr house now growing in favor




