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DeryUnusual Details of Turkish
Family Life Told by an Amer-
ican Woman Who Disited

for Six Weeks in the
Sultan’s Family
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By Blanche Arral.

OR six weeks I lived in tha
F palace of Bultan Abdul Hamid.
For that period I was enter-
taloer for the strange child women
who were the objects of his suee
cesglve oaprices. I learnmed the
eecrets of thelr souls and bodles. 1
discovered that the existence of
these toys of an Emperor of the East
is o palace In falryland with horrer
B8 B cornerstope.

Sluggish ease, sweots-stuffed bodles,
empty souls, vague yearnings for a
different life without will to seek it,
allken selfishness, the glow death of
the finest instincts of womanhood, |
witnessed In the month and a half
in which I sang and danced to en-
tertain the buman playthings of the
most eruel mpnarch in the world.
I talked with and lstened to the
three hundred spouses of the Em.
peror of the East. I learped the
gecrots of thelr souls and bodles, and
my soul was filled with ap infinite
compagsion for them. I would Jike
to lead an army of women in an in-
vasion of that relic of the middle
ages, a country clinging barnscle-
like to the twentieth century,

That which is of the most vital
importance to every member of the
barem 1is accredited rank, The
dowager Queen of England was no
more reluctant to resign the honors
of relgnlng Queen of England than
Is the Su'tana of Turkey her rank
as the first lady of the harem. Her
passing 18 more than a grief. 1t is
A shame. She bows her head before
the nation and passes Into oblivion
for the same reason that the Em-
press Josephine was divorced and
banished, becnuse she has falled to
glve the Ewmperor a son. If she
achleves this the first wife remains
the firet, not only because she was
the Initinl wife, but because she hns
enrned the right by bearing a Sultan.
She fa for life the Sultana. She
may grow old, and they are old at
thirty In Turkey, and ugly, for theirs
is the type of beauty that ecoarsens
with age, but she i8 the head of the
harem, the first wife, the Sultana to
whom - every womun, be she mere
vigitor or one of the three real or
two hundred so-called wives must
bend the knee,

Beneath her on the sialm of
barem honor s the trio of other,
and later, wives. Allah, generous
delty of the Turks. permits, and has
expressed in the Koran his consent
that every true and plous follower
of his may have four wives. The
trio that follow the Bultana nre
known as hancms” They reside in
the same palace with the Bultana,
and treat her with reverence, which
ghe returns with a distant conde-
scension. Though outwardly all
deference and admira!’ n each
the hanams sherishes in the deepest,
darkest corner of her heart a hope
1f the Sultana should not bear n
som, or if her son should die, the
Sultan may divorce her and ralse
bis fafthful hanam to the rank of
firet wite, This ambition, about
which no one of them would dare
speak by day, visits thenr dreams
by night, Ask one of the splendid.
eyed creatures what she dreamed
the might before snd sbe will roll
those eyes and smile secrotively, but
you know that if the most blissful of
dreams visited her if was that she
saw Dherself that greatest lady of
Turkey, the most honored in the
East, the Bultana,

But the hanams have one glory,
envied of every Woman save the
Sultana. They accompany her in
her drives. Velled, they go forth
each day for a drive, sending glances

o curlogity and pride above the
swathed vells that hide their brows
and ohins, their poses and lips
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Turkish women are the most lo-
quisitive in the world. .

Speak to the Sultana or o hanam
of the women of the harem and she
will say, “We are four, not counting,
of course, our malds of honor mnd
slaves,” And this, from thelr point
of view, is quite true, for they
Ignore the more than two hundred
olhers, those women al whom they
curl the lip as interlopers, beautiful
playthings of a brief whim. To the
legal wives all these others are
women who dwell in the silence and
the shadows, women who do not
exist,

And de you think or these (wo
hundred women ag enjoying the close
friendship of the Sullan? By no
means, Of these women, whom we
by courtesy call wives, and who are
named according to the poetle fancy
of the Sultan—Abdul Hamid nnmed
them his “graces”"—there nre slx or
elght. reingning favorites. Whila
they enjoy the royal favor they are
the women of third rank in the roynl
housebold, When they lose it others
are elevated to thelr places. Thus
His - Orlental Majesty, while pos-
sessing three bhondred “wives” o
name, has actually only a meagre
ten or a dozen at a time. i

Bepeath these (o rank, and
desplsed by the relgning favoriles,
but curlously content with thelr fate
of exemption from thelr ruler's ad-
miration, are the nearly two hundred
other women, (he retired or unap-
propriated concubines. Theirs would
seem (o be an unhappy lot, but they
view It with Eastern calm. If His
Majesty tires of them their fate Is
either that, as a special mark of
royal favor, he marries them to one
of the officers of his court, who
rises many grades In court rank
through this alllance, or he simply
forgets Fatima or Alma, who be-

I [

comes & eompanion and gossip to

the inmates of the harem,

I discovered that some of these
women—] knew at least twenly of
them—had been g'lis to the Emperor
of whom be pever avalled himself.
As we receive unappreclated gifis at
Christmas, which we place in the
bottom of a burean drawer and for-
get, 8o are these beautles, eaptored
and brought to the palace by some
officer of the court In hope of pre-
ferment for the service, presented
to Hlis Majesty, sent to one of the
groups of houses that ls the harem,
and forgotten.

Fifth in the descanding scale are
the maldg of honor These walit
upon the wives. Not upon those
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women who ere called by courtesy
wives, whom the married guartette
never meel and never mention, but
the legal spouses of the Sultan.
These correspond to the maids of
konor of the queens of any court of
Europe,

The sixth in the seale are the
walting women, a highly specialized
class of servauts who wait upen the
miulds of honor and upon the women
who are never mentioned by the
wives. These captives iy the pal-
ace have not, as the gueens, maids
of honor of thelr own, nor even n
waltlng woman for each, but a
group of them is served by one of
the walllng women,

Seventh in the secinl descent from
the Bultana is the jgroup of spacial
attendants, the entertainers as sing-
ers and dancers, the women of the
wardrobesd, the women who under
stand the subtle art of the perfumed
buil,

The lowest grade iz that of the
womenn slaves, born in the palace,
ainid children of slaves born s the
palice. These perform (he most
menlal services in® the household of
woinen, They are the scrub women
andd  char women, the cooks and
dishwashers. Like the rest of thelr
sox they are deemed fn Turkey
creatures without souls.

Do you Imagine that in the harem
exlsts jealousy? Jealousy of rank,
ves, bul of that primal jealousy of
the female for her mate there is or
sooms to be, none, The women gladly
adorn ench other for a wislt to His
Majesty's quarter of the palace, It
the Bultan shows marked admiration
for one of them, the others appear
to be dellghted, n8 s family are
charmed when some one pralses the
yvoungest or prettiest of the house.
hold. The retired concublines lend
the reigning favorites their jewels,
that they may be more lovely in
his regnl sight, 1 observed this
closely and studled it while singing
for these women and | ascribe it 1o
two causes. One I8 the lack of real
affection by any of the women for
their fractionsal spouse. Huving had
no part iu choosing him they de not
love him. Another reason is the
chilldlikeness of their natures, Were
they women of fully developed bralns
and hearts they could not but be
jenlous. The trend upward of the
buman race I8 continuously towsrd
monngnmy,

When the ruler of Turkey, weary
of uffairs of stale, wishes (o rest in
the soclety of women of his house-
hold, an gldede-camp sends g mes-

A New Plan to Make Girls Behave

JIE problem of maintaloing
I disclpiine in  schools e%
clusively for girls has dif-

fealties well understood by most
wachers ln such iostitutions,

Vrau Helonzmann, bead mistress
of a girls’ school at Lubeck, Ger:
receutly set forth these
a magazine artiele;
put toe real value of the article
jvs In her account of a BDovel
experiment which, cootrary o her
vepectutions, proved highly sue
cwsflul Despairing of obialoing
cnd  alectplin by the o
Shinry wmwethods, Frau Heluzmunn
wecided o allow the girls to govern
sl iy

The mirls pcceptied the ldeas with
sathusiusm “Mret of all it was
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decided what the office - bearers
should do. This was done by the
girls themselves, who bought of
wany thipgs that I _ould pever have
dreamed ol"” says Frau Helnzmann,

“Then  the  offlee bearers were
elected. To my astonishment the
most disturbing members of the clusa
beaded the poll, In ooe class the
first elecied was a girl who contin-
ually came lale o school Bhe was
appeinted wonltor with two prefects,
one of whom was famous o the
school for her pranks, and the other
a Eirl who constantly led ‘uusatis
factory’ as the mark for her work
Al the same time some of the ‘put-
terng’ of the class were cliosen o
ook efter the classrcomn oupbosrd

“Theu cawe the cholow of punist.
wenls, whith all the girls sought o
make more severy fhao their wis

iress thought necessary. For ETOsS

forgetinlooss girls were mode to
leatn 80 many lines of verse by
heart; for restlessness thisy were

made to stund for 1en minutes dur
ing a lesson (The girls proposcd
that the time should be for a whole
uowr. ) ’
“The girls wished for stlll severer
sunlshments for grave cases, aud
proposed bunlshment from the cluss
for u week, This I thought ton se
vere, and (hey made it four days, Lo
be applled only with my permission
But tually It was reduced to ban
Ishment for a slugle mornlug
“The result was thut the leaders
disorder soon became model mem.
bers of (he cluss. Onpee & month
comes another election, wnd pow.
adays the honors of election are
most keenly coveled.”
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The Sultan of Turkey
and the 300 Ladies of

the Royal Harem in the
Order of Their Rank
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7 DOOR OF THE SULTAN'S HAREM =
5\ WHICH IS GUARDED NIGHT AND DAY
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The Sultan Himself

The Sultana
His Principal Wife

His Three Secondary Wives
and
the Twelve
Maids of Honor
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Twe Hundred Retired Concubines

Who Were Once Favorites, and

Whoe Must Be Supported for
Life, Unless Married Off to Friends of the Sultan.
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Fifty Ladies in Waiting Who Avre in Attendance on
the Two Hundred Concubines.

D ()

snge fo the palace in which the four
wives reside together, or to the grouyp
of houses where the other women
live, Butthe difference In the nature 5
of the message Is sigoificant. To WF
the Sultnos or a hanam, the black
wan bows low and says: “His
Munjesty will grace this household @
with his lmperial presence In an §
hour.,” To one of the “graces of the
harem"” the notice 18 more per.
emptory. “You will pay a vislt wo
Mis Majesty’s pulace in an bour™

In the Western world it is little
kpown how the harem I8 recrulted
The Bultans and the hanams are
ususlly women of royul, or at least
of poble blood. They are partly

Dancers, Mas-
euses, Manicures Hair-

Twenty-eight

Dressers and Entertainers of
the Harem Ladies.

Zuleika, the Newest Favorite of the Sultan.

few, dazzled by the as school girls, Is one of the pret- the household or visitors Hke my-

slories of the ease u--slr sighis I have seen In all Burope  solf, dance or g or read at & re-
p nnd luxury of life While they chatior in the garden wipthon.  The cblld women ure easily
iu the barem, vol-  or after they have goue back to loll

o thedr
Uecasionally they go forth

eutertained and are efusive

untarily mccompany in il se,

thelr rooms, plates of frult are

OTTO Sameny €0 hes '-lﬂl.l'i‘r'h of the servd If they wish them. but they in companies of elght 1o tweuly, un-

i eal only two mesls o day. The last der guard of Mack an, 1o v
Mme Bllnt?h.e Arral, Who Was a Harem Aocepted us wem:  is dinoer, the bouor for which differs ullwrﬁ hurems . W ;l -
Visitor for Six Wecks, bers of the buge In Summe: sud Winter., because It bus their lives go on, belug swal
lewinline house eecurs  two  hour hefut'e  sulset, lowed up tn o marsh us sluggish
ucated in music Aana the Ian Lold. The mey. tat-torming We begina e fhey must retlre al sunset sl reams Lradl wi, into the nothe
Runges The olhers upe presented The wolll @1 v elght, plunge  “Three thoes o day they pray, sa {ugness of o sodden mweadow, | am
to the Sultin oy feast days. by it n perfped batl aud eat In 2 lnaming 1o the ground, their faces unspenkubly sorry for them. If, as
members of his court who ure seek Ll 1'.-'. pa e Lhels brenkfast of Townrd Mecca when /. dul hsaa wil his

Ing favors., and for which some atre trult awil riee pud one of the grovn Al af the laterveuing time thos thrc e and went into retirement tak.
elevated W higler rapk  Pollties o wilnds, romalne foc eximple. which  spend ot their tollets A Turklsh tog only & bundful of the women
one sepse, procurvism 1o another! they 1ake wi » 1o clear  thedi Womwnn, bhavieg vthing else ta dn with bilwm, thesa po. 'S are
Some are begulled, asn was Lhe case totiip bean Faen  1he spunter  dawdies over her dresslug for thres  cast Inio the world, they are help
of the Viscoutitess Altas Zarok de into t " i ud =irall shout ur ar fou houras iwice & day, once SN Heogutegsly they slok loto &
Conrlandon {1l e palace, be alt macol i 1 » A gromip of  aftor breakissl. the glhey o preps We of dege ‘atlon The women of
Heving It to be 8 museliil Or & res thow, su g & trm il et rativn for dinuer | Furkish harems are the helples:
(aurant Some are kidnaprad A tiue and lnzhineg os wholebearied. § Fwiee & week the cuterinloers of  wWards of 0 caveless world




