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Beven hundred vears hefore
Columbus discoversd Arert
when our anhce=tors o

LY
I north.
ern Europe wers lving (n hits
rating with  iheir

R straw, |t

fingers and sie ping
Was the moxt civillzed Place
on the westarn homuphnrr. It had its
pyramids  and  Jis Palaces s lemples
Rnd Its hovels. 1t had men whs under
Klood fine masonry und artisla who did
w ondarful marving It was the capital of
R Rfmat population, which filed the valles
n which 1 am writing—a valley which in
ite fertility s equal to that of the Nile,
the Dangea, the Amason or the Congo

The Valley of the Maotngun.

Today this valley Is coversd wilh Jun-
Ele.  Palm tress of 10 varisties wave
thelr fanlike leaves over it, and
llanax, from the thickness of your finger
to that of your leg, bind the Ereat treen

together. Mixed with the palms ars ma-
hoganles and other hardwoods, so that
the vegetation Ia almost Iimpenetrable
The undergrowth |8 dense and it is =
good woodsman who ean cut his way for
two miles through -the Jungle innide of
twelve hours. The soll and climate are
flich that the clearing of today becommen
A forest within a few years and plante will
Ehoot up to from & domen to twenty feet
In the course of six months

At the same time the decay of ths vege-

tution s rapld. Cut It down and it rots
d Fo quickly that within & few months the
emaller trees have disappeared, and, by
the ald of the vast armies of ants, the
lirger ones jast bui a few yvoars. Por
this reaon all of the woodwork of that
anclent clvilization has long since passed
away. The stonework remalns, and
within the last thiriy or forty months
American archeologists have been dig-
Blug It ot of the junkle and trying to
discover the character of the peonle who
fived here LOM and more years ago
What they have found and what thes
are doing 1 shall tell you further on In
this letter.

Where the Ruins Lie,

But first let me give the looation. 1
doubt whether many of you have ever
heavd of the Motagua river and of this
Ereat Garden of Eden known as the Mo-

—

Zeaning oﬂ - "ﬁ. :1; ; i}rzgha I is thirly

of Victor M. Cuttei. manager of theh?»m_ and It may e that when the
Gautemaln division of the United Frull [cartoons of the man who heads th
company, came w0 Quirlgus and beganh | pull moose party are exhumed from |
thelr work here. The United Frull ¢om- | {he debriz of & thousand yvears mnu--rI
pany has alded them in their work, grant- | the aroheologists of the fulure may con
Ing them meventy-five mcres of land, | nect the two in thelr long narrative uri
tupua valley. It was well fitted for the which contained the most important parta | past civilizations.

hiome of & great people. If you remem- of the rulned olty, and forming what is
ber your history you will find that the |ss he known as Quirigun park.
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Like the (hinese. !
Other monuments make me think of the

Tirst eivilizations have sprung up In val-
ley®. The soil there is rich and the river
makes it easy to curry the products from
unie place to another, The fight for food
Ia not hard, and the people have lelsure
to cultivate the gentier arts. Other peo-
ples come to buy of their abundance.

It Is in that traet that the excavalions
are now golng on. They are under the
charge of Dr. Bdgar 1.. Hewitt and Prof.
Bylvanus (. Morley, who have gangs of
natives at work. They are now uncover-
Ing whit was once the great temple clity
of the Mayan, and they have already

Turtars. They have Tartar features, and
they look not unlike the glants in =tone
which guard the Ming tombs at Nanking
and near the Nanko pass through the
great wall of China. Tn connection with
Ithis Is tho evident deification of the
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It was somewhat the same In Central Thirt Mighiy Monmmenits, tweniy tons and
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n backbone of mountains, with a narrow | tell you something about these mighty | KIYDhios and in one great mass of oarv.
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- that the great stones were brought down
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