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Jonah Was Not
Taken into the
Food Stomaeh,
But into the
Air Chamber
of the Whai.,
Which Was Large
and Commodious
Enough to Serve
as n Refuge,
Suggests the
Rev. Dr. Townsend

The Skeleton of a Gigantic Finback Whale Mounted at the American Mw

seum of Natural History, New York.
By LUTHER T. TOWNSEND, LL.D.

Condensed from His Article, “The 8tory of Jonah in the Light of the Higher
Criticiam,” In "The Bible Champlon.”

credited, but s regarded by some
coritice as quite sultable for the
amusement of olfidren, and 1s labelled

“The Pickwick"” and “The Bigelow Pa-
paers” of the Bible, And one may think
from the frequency and violence of the
sitacks upon the historical integrity of
this story, and from the sport made of it,
that it is the most vuluerable narrative in
the Bible,

Not so very long since the story of
Joualt- was handled in sush n way by an.
eminent clergyman, who is also a literary
critfc, the Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, as to
excite “great merriment and outbursts of
laughter” in the congregation, though such
results, the doctor afterward gald, were
not Intended. But if the story, as he as
sured his hearers, “ls wholly fiction,”" why
should not just such facetlous and laugh-
able results have been intended?

But If, on the other hand, thig narrative
is regarded by many Intelligent and schol-
arly people as veritable history, then the
case {s different, and the story ia such as
may demand reinvestigation,

Adopting this method, it is legitimate,
first of all, to bring before the mind the
more ilmportant facts, or what are sald to
be facts, and then ascertaln what parts of
the narrative are cradible, and what, it
any, ara to be ruled against. The follow-
ing mattera are found in the record:

Jonah, the son of Amittal, was born at
Gath-hepher, about elght hundred years
before Christ. He was what is termed a
Jehovah prophet, end, after prophesying
concerning lsrael, wns sent to Nineveh,
the metropolls of the Assyrian Emplre, to
preach repentance to that greatand wicked
city. Instead of obeying the command he
took passage st Joppa for Tarshish, either
the modern Tarsus {n Cllloia, or else Tar-
tesus fm Bpaln; the latter place s the
more probable. The narative from this
point on I8 o briefly and faultlessly stated
that one need attempt no pharaphrase, but
may give the story, up to the point of
Jonah's casting into the sea, precisely as
it 18 In the record, ending:

“Now the Lord had prepared a great
fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights, (Chap. 1. 4.17).

This sccount is followed by what seems
to be the most improbable statement of
all—that Jonah retained his conpclousness
and offered a prayer while in that loath-
some imprisonment., It is also sald that

THE story of Jonah is not only dis-

the Lord heard his prayer, and that on the
third day Jonah was cast by the while
upon the land. It is still further recorded
that Jonah then went to Nineveh and de-
livered his message; that the people re-
pented,

Now, the randical skeptle, without glving
the subjeot careful study, sums up the
case in a single dogmatie assertion, which
fs this: I do not bellave one word of this
story. A dogmatic reply, in kind, or a
clerical rebuke of some sort, wiil get no-
where and will leave the disputants look-
ing at, or making faces at, each other -

A mane aritlelssn would be, however,
that the assertion of the critic is far too
sweeping; for, unless one s prepared to
deny the credibility of all history, some
paris of this story of Joneh, on the ground
of the highest criticlem, are such that one
caunot help belleving them.

The first fact to 1:0 noted is that the
age in which Jonah is allegec to have
lived was not mythieal, but historieal and
prophetical. Jonah was contdmporaneous
with Obadiah, Joel, Amos and Hosea, who
belonged to the last grouping of the Old
Testament prophets. He lived in the time
of Jeroboam, with whom he had great in.
fluence. If, therefore, Jonan is consigned
to the realm of the mythieal, there I8 un
reason why thess other prophets, and this
King, or, indead, no reason why the Gresk
and Homan classlcal wWriters of the same
period, and even thosé who fourlshed
later, should not also b* conelgned to tho
1eplms of myth. [Indeecd, one can presonrt
just ms strong reasons in support of the
statement that Virgll, Dante and Shakes-
peare were unhistorical as that Jonah, the
scn of Amittal, was such

Barly in the eighteenth century mne as-
gertion was made, no! only that thera
pever had been suca a ¢ity ns Nineveh,
but even a tradition of tas city wan gues-
tionod, There wese critica who did not
therefure hesitate to wuffiria that Nineveh,
as wqll as Jonah, was a myth,

But {o 1841, under the accumulations of
¢enturies, Nineveh was discotared and
found to have had the extent and mag-
nificence a8 ascribed to it In the book of
Jonah. The excavations made by Botta,
Layard, Rassam, Loftus, George Smith and
Rawlinson traced the walls mada by Sen-
nacherib and repaired by Assurbanipal
and discovered {nscriptions which com-
pletely upset the views held by eariier
critlos.

The facts are these: Nineveh, sup-
posed to have been founded by a Erests

The Eye IS l_-l=urt by What It Doesn’t See

HE old iden that what the eye doesn't
see will never hurt It & completely
overturned by experiments made by

Sir Willlam Crookes duriog the last four
invisible
sight.

years wupon the effecls of
rays upon our organ of
Sir Willlam Crookes

It would be better If everybody always
wore glassos which would fllter out these
two fortns of rays, says Sir William, It
i3 fmperative, If the eyes #re to be normal,
to wear such glasses undeér artificial lHght
and under any clrcumstances of abmormal
radiation—euch as @strong sunlight or

water, on sand or on

is the [nventor of
the Crookes tube, which
made discovery of the
X-ray possible. He finds

that the light wvibra
tions known as the
ultea violet at the up-
per end of the spectrum
and the vibratinns
known as the 4nofra.
red at the lower end ol

the specirum are posl
tively rulnous to the
eyes.

The ultra-violet rays
ard so rapld that the
eye does pot percelve
them. The infra-red

SnOw,

The difflculty s Lo
find a glass which will
ut the same time keep
out both infra-red nnd
ultra-violet rays.

Thousands of various
Kpectacies were made by
ndding varlous metallic
oxides to the constite-
ents of glass Bome-
times four and five met-
nls were combined at a
time in oue plods of

gluss.

All the ultra-vicdet
roys shorter than 3700
are harmful. Corlously
eiioligh, the resistence

nre s siow that the
eye does not see them
eélther.

Poth make their pres
ence felt, however, In
the growth known as cataracl. The cataract
indeed seenm to e directly caused by the
Irritation of the {nfra-red vibrations. It is
really nn effort to the eye to protect itself,
Fiattening of the cornea, astigmatism and
degeneration of the cones of the retina and
the fibre of the optic nerve resull from
the constant bombardment.

How the Perfect Eyeglass WHI Turs
Oft the Injurious LUusecen Rays.
A=The TUltra-Vielet;
leas Vislbie INays; C—The Infra-NHed.

of the glass agninst the
fmmical lght {5 less de-
pendant upon its colop
than upon the metals
v

B—The MHarm-.

As an example, copper and uraniuom oxide
give a strong yellow glass, but such a Eines
1= far less {mpervious to the infra-red rays
than n mixture of nickel and prasecdy-
mium which gives an nlmost colorless
Blass,

Other metals used pre eerium, chromium,
oobalt, fron and maganese
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grandson of Noah (Gen, x. 11) two thon
sand years before Christ, was, durlne the
relgn of Bennacherid, the caplial of the
Assyrian Empire. It appears to have beon
in s greatest glory when Jonah (R00
B. C.) prophesied against it. It was stand-
Ing several years later, when Nahum ut.
tered his predietion concerning the down-
fall of the Assyrian Empire. Nineveh, its
capital, was besieged for two years by the
combined forees of the Medes and Raby-
lonlans, and by them was eaptured 806 B.
0,. which was two hundred years after
the prophecy of Jonah.

Excavationg show that 4t was then de-
vastated by conflagrations, which de-
stroyed everything except i{ts stone and
brick. Iis walls were thrown down, and,
ncecording to prophecy, it was made unin-
habitable (Nahum i, 1-7; Zeph. il 13:15),

Jonhah was commanded to denounce the
fniquity of Nineveh and make known to
her-people the God of Irlael, Bimilar to
this mission wa#s that of Moses when sant
to Pharach; of Elijah, when sent to Ahab;
of Seralah, when sent by Jeremish to
Babylon. y

There were many reasons why Jonah
hesitated to go to Nineveh. To him, as tu
other Israelltes, the people of that haath-
enish and wicked oity, though clvilized,
were repulsive. And quite llkely, too, the
prophet had forebodings that his mission
might be attended with disappointment
and even with pérsonal injury. The high.
ent criticiem aill not fall to note that the
conduct of Jonah 18 quite characteristic of
human nature. More than one servant of
God has flad from unpleasant dutles. And,
as 1 well known, many a runaway sloce
the dayes of Jonah has taken to the sea as
L way of escape.

And the critle, if familiar with the nau-
soa incldent to & pitohing and rollng ship,
and it also disturbed by a troubled con-
sclence, will seo no difffculty unless de-
termined to do so in the apparent willing-
ness of Jonaph to be thrown overboard.
He was from the Inland, among the hills
of Gath-hepher, nnd wns consequently un-
sccustomed to sen voyages,

Nor is there anything, tneradible in
what 18 sald to have followed—4hat a great
fish (dahg gathol) was near the ship and
gelzed Jonah the moment he struck the
watey, Hvery seafuring man knows that
at soa sharkd follow ghips for days, some-
times for weeks, and {f an unfortunate
man falls overboard he Is often quickly
selzed and devoured.

There are two or three other matters
that the destructive critle s continually
harping upon that may at ¢his point be
consldered, one of which, rather coarsely
put, is that God is not a belng who “wonld
go into the businesy of creating whales to
swallow men."”

In the first place the Hebrew words,
translated in the Common Version, “pre-
pared a great fish,” do pot mean that God
created a fish for the specific purpose of
swallowing Jonah, but rather that God al-
Jotted or appolnted a great fish for that
purpose; or, In the Christlan spoech, tha
meaning is that, by the providence of
God, u great flsh, already created, was
brought to the slde of the ship, or hap
pened to be there, at the moment Jonah
was thrown overboard, and, under Lhe
clrcumstances, dld what was perfectly
natural for such a fish to do, ewallowed
Jonah,

The unballeving critie has also asserted
that the story of Jonah {s {norediblo—be-
cause the throat of a whale Is not large
eénough to swallow a man. But the high
est eritlsm In 1ts goologicel studies has
put an end, some time sinece, to this ob-
Jection that for cenfuries had been kept
on parade.

The words ‘dahg gathol,” translated
into both the Beptuagint and the Now Tas
tamaent by the Greek word katos, and into
the Latin of the Vulgate by the words
piscem grandem, mean stnply & Ereat
fish or ses-moneter, The word whale,
therefore, is the translator's word, while
the words dabg gathol and kntos are
thosa used by the Bible writers.

So far, therelore, as the Hebrew and
Greek words are concerned, the highest
criticiem makes it perfectly clear that the
fish that swallowed Jonah may have beon
& whale, a shark, a sea serpent, s sea Mon
or any other large monster of the deep.
And even if the skeptle Inslats that in this
discussion the word “whale" should be
used, still one need not suffer ewbarrass

ment, for, while it s true that the right .

whale has a throat of amall size, the
sperm whale has a thros! sulficlently
large to awallow & man without the least
difficulty

There Is not a shipmaster or a aaflor who
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An Ingenious and Scientific Defense
of the Famous Biblical Story
by a Minister, on the

Lines of ““The
Higher Criticism.”’

has been on a whaling
voyage who will ques-
tion the following state-
ment made by one of the

ceroew of A New Bed
ford (Maos.) whala ship,
that he, though a mau
of large build, welighing
one hundred and seven:
ty pounds, fraguently
had passed through the
mouth and throat of a
dead sperm whale, He
says he did this after
the liead of the whale
had been out off
from the body, and
when the jaws and
smallest purt of the
throat had been
taken on deck,
Then he adds;
“Although a sperm
whale Is lorge, n
bow-head whale 1#
much larger, with
a thrott not only
capable of swallow- |
ing & well-bullt
man, but in my
judgment a good- §
glzed horse or cow.” |
M, P, Courbet, In }
the Cosmos (Paris,
March 7, 1808 ,writ-
Ing concerning the
Monnca, after giv-
ing an account of
i mopkter sperm

whnle eaptured
near the Aszores, |
saye: “The discov-

erles of the Prince
of  Monkts  were
such a8 to relleve
us of mil difficulty
in  believing the
Bible story that a
whale could swal-
low Jonah,"

In an artiele con-

tributed to the
Academy of
Selences, M, Joubin
wtates that '8

#perm whale easlly
ean  swallow ani- §
muls, taller and
heavier than &
mun; . . , thess
animuls, when
swallowed, van
keep alive for some
ume In the oetas
cenn's stomach nnd
be gast up by it at
the moment of Its
death.”

Hut it has been
polnted out of late
that the right
while tieed not be
exciwied from sen
monsters that could
hnve swnllowed
Jonal, Professor

Ray Matthews, in a
report of the Jap-
anese Flsheries, ox-
presses the oplnlon that It was neither &
sperm nor a bow-headed whale that swal-
lowed Jonah, each of which has a throat
large enough to do it, but was & right whalé
and that Jonah was not taken Inte the
food-stomach, but Inte the alr chamber of
the whale, which wae large and commo-
dious enough to gerve as a refuge,

We guote the following from the ed|
torinl notes of The Bible Student and
Teacher (October., February, 1911, '12):

“A large whale may welgh as much as
elght hundred men, and It reguires as
miich fresh alr us elght hundred men re
spire, and the equivalent of the respira
tions of elZ&‘ hundred meén for twently
minutes, that {s, for four hundred respira-
tlons of the men, are drawn In st one
breath, through the whale's ecapacious
mouth into its large air chamber It
mouth can give place for ten man standing
upright; and as It skims along the sea it
vcoops In its food of elly fishes and small
crustaceans and other surface animal-
cules, which guickiy enter |ts stomach;
but a larger object, Jonah's body, for In-
stante, would pass Inte the alr chamber.

“Here Jonah might be wide awake, able
to meditate on the situation and to pray
to God and to sleep over night, But though
not very Inconveniant for Jonah, the wha'e
iteelf would fesl discomfort and be like y
to seek relief by coughing up the prophet
on dry land."
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THE BIBLE NARRATIVE,
15, So they took up Jonah, and
cast him forth into the sen; and the
sea consed from her raging.
16. Then the men feared the Lord

aceedingly, and offered saerifice

l.ulo the ’rd. and -:do v:ﬂ. - Figure. This Mon-
17. Now the Lord had prepared a ster Could Easily
nlhﬁlb.h'l't:l“u J:s‘uh‘i. A'.:: Have Swallowed
onah was in the -

Shree deys and thres nlghte, S8t & Desss Jo

Another adverse criticism on the Jonah
parrative s that no large sea moosters
frequent the waters of the Mediterranean.
But, na o matter of fact, no less authority
than Cuvier calls attention to the Reorquel
Mediterranlensis, a large spocles of wl.mlo.
indigenous to the Mediterranean Sea.

And it Is well known to those familiar
with theso subjects that the waters
through which a vessel salling from Joppa
to any Spanish port would pane were [re-
quented in early times by & species of
ihark called the sesn dog, canla carcharias,
whose normal length at maturity, sccord-
ing to modern works on zoology, Is thirty
feet,

The noted French naturallet, Lacepeds,
slates that thess Mediteranean sea dogs
can swallow animals much larger than a
man without mutilating them. In his “His-
tolre Deg Polssons™ 6 this statement:
‘Bea dogs have u lower jaw of nearly aix
feel [n ita semiclreviar oxtent, which en-
ibles us to understand how they can swal-
low wutire animals as large ar larger than
oursalves,"

And It 1 a well-known fact that the
voreelly of see dogs, and, Indeed, that of
many of the shark family, 1s such that
they never chew thelr food, but swallow
evarything they can without shewing. . .

This, then, In brief, is the challenge of
the skeptle: The relalnlng of one's con-
sciowsness for the length of time alleged,

faws of an Extinet
Shark, Photograph-
ed with a Human

nshs. — Reproduced
by Courtesy of the
American
of Natural History
Where the Restored
Jaws Are on Exhi-
bition.

y | Believe The Whale Swallowed Jonah.

This Entirely !
Fanelful Sketeh/
In Presented
to Emphasize
the Faet
That There
Are Whales
KEnown to
Secience
Whose
Bulky Interior
Would Not Only
Accommodnate
Many Human
Heings,

But Weould
Take in
a Small
Three-Room

Jonah Thrown into the Sea—From a Painting by C. W, Kennedy.

and under such conditions as are alleged,
is ineredible and {mpossible, and there ia
ne power or agapcy on earth that could
have restored "m partly digested man" to
conselousness,

In this opinion of the rationslistic skep
tle Jet us say that we fully concur, and
confess that we know of no agency on
earth that could have saved the d
dient prophet from death la the FOOD-
BTOMACH of & whale, provided he ware
there three duys and nights. . . .

Thig, then, is the evangellcal confeasion
of faith: Wea bsliave the Bible narrstives
and miracles becauso on selentifle grounds
they are possible; because they are sup-
ported by clrcumstantial, monumenal and
other Indisputable proofs, and because
there were purposes of sufficlent magnl-
tude to justify diviue interposition.

We belleva that the faws of the sea
monster opened and closed upon the dis-
obedient prophet, but God |nterposed and
delivered hfm in order that the more
falthfully ‘he might declars the divine mes-
ange; that the people of Nineveh might
listen more atentively aud obedlently to
what he had to say; that Jonah's deliver-
ance might be » propbetic sign of Christ's
resurrection, and that his deliverance
might also be & prophetic sign, extending
through the ages,. that God can kom his
children in safety, though dead, until the
morolug of the resurrsetion,




