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K A LITTLE FLYER IN BOXES.

! Mr Pitcher Finds;a Partner l;
by PETER B. KYNE i
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YNOPSIS—Reuben K. Picher
» having emb .u-kﬁ-l i the |
commission business for himself, .uui
having cleaned up a |. w thousand dol
lars on hisfirst deal, boldly contracts with Henry Pewt :
Manager of the Washingion Box Factory, to sell its )
entire spruce box o |;~|| He pays $2500 down
agreeing to pay a corresponding sum within thirty
ety daye | hen he Iv'g..as 10 \.,m suon his ability to put the deal
through—and sees ruini suddenly staring him in the face,

1'{3 ELBEN K. PITCHER bade My, Peets

o '%:‘J w toneliine tarewell and returned to

\K“ IIIH hnlll \.\lllll TI'- “I'! ]\l'?"*i'll fo

h:*l aeeost lim was one Billy Allen, Par

'g" chasing Agent for the Amnleamated

Canneries Coampany, of Calitornia
|? Llslu-r hil an inspiration.

“Hello, Billy,” he said, “come up to buy boxes " [}

“Yep,” replicd Allen, “Looks as if the apricol
erop will swamp us this year,

“Pretty hard to place orders vight now. Most of
the box mills ave pretiy well londed npwith futures.”

“Well that doesn’t Worry “l”} Allen,” the puy “p :

. o 2 2 romise me you won t :
chasing ageut replied, blandly, .i. kuow where Tean ™0 anyliody elee ;
lay my hands on a hundred and fifty thonsand ready first,” pleaded Billy Allen, \\'i
made boxes and ouly waiting for onr brand on one | “It's & bargain,'’ declared .
end.” Pircher

“You mean the orders made up for the Golden
West people before they failed !

' Allen smiled, "I suppose you wanl me to tell
\ vou my business, , Rube?

“T hate secrelive ;un|u.'_ ' Piteher retorted.  “See Billy Allen awaiting lom,.  He rephed to it in chay he aguin enlled her on the "phone, she had ettt for
you around the Hotel later, T suppose,” and he went acteristie fashion a month's vacation in the Siorr Chiey had, how-
up to his roonm. My Dear Mr. Allen:- ever, corvespanded, althomgh thew loiters, i view of

To him here an hour later came Henry Peets, with There are a great many more apricots in this the status of their rather nebulous lovemnking to
an egeg-sucking expression of countenatce, falr state of ours than you seem to think, | date, were more or less perlunctory and faivly free

“Sav, Piteher,” Le began lomely, “about that ean- have just been traveling avound a llitle and I from endenring terms Uil his <ol shonld be pre-
Hery stoek 1 just sold you. ve just veecived a guess [ won't sell my boxes for a few weeks yet. leased from its burden of boxes, it had oceurred 1o
pretty fair offer on it.  How 'l you like to tear up very I_I_I"!"\. :‘I',““I:"'__ : Rube that it might be just as well to permt his love
that contraet I gave yon aud take g thousand elean Revegy K. Pricuen affair to divift along in a stute of uneevininty rathes

! profit Lor your altertioon’s work ¥ Billy Allen made no veply to this lefter, He was than elineh the matter with a definite proposal of

Rube Piteher only gvinned, “Mr, Peets, husiness  alvaid 1o, for there are certain statutes in fovee de warringe by mnil.  So e contentwd bimself with

/ is business.  Thic is a eame of the suevival of the  signed to insure the purity of the United States  sending l"u.m-uw Howers and books aod fead, aml
fittest, and I was never acensed of |u'.1!n.--: sentimen- mails, Instead he couceived a j-uwim.:”v desire o writing twice a woek letters that evinesd a warm
tality when playing it When 1 honght vour shook spend an hour a day in Rube Piteher'’s offiee in a vain alfection and admiration, but nothing more,  Mostly
this aftevioon 1 took the mogt desperate chance | edeavor toe point out to that young man the ervor he wrote about his business and hig hopes and .|‘|'||;1.
shall ever take. So did vou, Well, the eat's hopped  of his way., To all of whieh Renben K. Piteher  tions for the tutwee. He did pot have muaeli time to
my way and 'm going to gamble on the market. stiled and  pointed to his office  calendar, upon devote to this cormespondence. Uor he was hnstling
’ I.i11 sOUry for you, bt o ean’t be |||'||I|'1|. Yo might which the fifteenth of -"‘I'"f""“-i"'" was marked witly Lard For orders with whieh te oo g b= n il and
CONvey my vompliments to Billy Allen and tell T a lavee ved eross, wives it something to work on when the saws ghonld

Il gell him those boxes sixty days from now, I'l That,” said Mr. Pitehier, “is the date my boxes ave  he turned over Tor the first tine

! take five thonsand for wy bargain then” dite in San Franeiseo,  Call on me September i

, teenth aond 1l talk bosiness with von,” HE vessel whieh was to Praght lis hoy shook
l“\“‘] }'llll“" ‘lﬂbll'll amd vetirel I'Il"'"'-'.]_\ "Ill“ll:l"!' Hi you wou't talk 1o -Hl\h'llll “lye |il‘|.” soth wus delaved an londhing byt longshore
lie returned, ".‘*;!I\," liir sl lllln"ll\l_\. “r |-|.l'.'ri|"l| HI”_\ Allen. me's steike, sod 0owas oot nonl the sesteenth
ever get ol my props 1owant vou (o handle my “T will provided you promise me you'll take she was reported loading.  She sailid on the nine
outpot for me,”  And he dueked out again, the entive lot off my haods at the same priee | am toepth, and on the twenty-second her owners callad

The following morning KRube Piteher took passage  offered by vour  competitors for lots of  ten Piteher up. A wireless feom the vessel had informed
on a lamber sehooner for San Franviseo to save thousanmd.™ them that she \\-.IIJI be due in San Freanesen early
expense, He knew the skipper, and Had deelarved UShow e Lhen W vitten offer, and 'l weet 31" next worning.,  She would proceed thist 1o Oakland
Iimsell sligmhle for a (EHECR “It's a bargain.” declared Pitehey “Now leave Long Wharl 1o dise h wee her decklond of shingles:

Upon his arvival in San Franciseo he Driskly tell e alone until September fifteenth, beeguse 1 wand then return across the bay o discharge Piteher's
to work in bis chosen fleld of endeavor, altheveh  to give due thanks to a very mereiful Providence for  box shook on o San Francigeo wharl, and Pitcher
Lig verv first move was to arvange for the Lranspron the grandest rrop of ;||||ji-.|l- i ten vears o Wis Io'u“]l'-‘id'i’. o call upr Chee Ul i’ \\'F.nilii}ﬂhl‘.'
tation of his boax shook from ‘lll'.i‘\‘* Harhor to San oflice and make aresngement For n berth for th
I"1,||ni~|n ol a sieam --Ii.l'l1|,l'l' ‘] e I!-I' ll.l"h:l} 1111 I,“\\'I,\ !ln- 11.1:!.”. Illll'_'l_'ll’ uln;.‘}_:. _‘-imu- Ihv ain} \pyni_»]_ \‘\-hl'fl ln' .ij.], b, |'|.-- o il was _-u«w“.‘.i 1o
about forty days, This matfer attended to, and hay of his return from his northern trip, Rube Piteher  the bnlkbead between Howard Steeot Pier No. 1
ing received a written promise from the vessel owners  had not seen Queenie once.  He had ealled her up and Howard No, 25 wherveat Piteher fumed, for, by
lo freight his beautiful kilu-dred box sheok below the night of his arvival in San Franeiseo, only to  rvenson of the hoxes being discharged on an open
decks, where uo seas coitld possibly come abonrd and  learn that she was spending the week-end out of dock, he would have to engage & watehman to guard
rain ity he started blithely on a selling teip inte the  town, and before her refurn on Monday, he had  them until they had been droved to the cars and
wttthern part of the state and was gove lwo weeks.  taken an early train out on his two weeks' tour of shipped down into the Santa Clara valley. Despite

When he returned to his office he found a letter from  the state. Upon the completion of this trip, when  the elear wenther all along  (Continued on Page 10




