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SPEEDI’NG UP THE )
AMERICAN HEN
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by more than thirty wmillion dezen. That is, clossically speaking, a eonsummation de- \ f
voutly to be wished — especially by family heads, to whom the five-cent cgg is a standing N /
offense,
Frankly, the Ameriean hen is by no means doing her duty. She is o't keeping pace with
the times. She must be speeded up or fresh eges will elimb into the French artichoke and the 1
alligator pear class,  Already Kansas is canning “eracks” and “dirties” and preserved eggs !
have been imported, aceording to the news dispatelies, from the land of the heatlien Chinee.
After all, thougly, the trouble way be with the wan behind the hen eather than with the W
hen hersell.  As now constituted, the lnying fowl is pretty nearly an avtifleial ereation, L
kind of machine in feathers, yet witlnl a very delicate machine, which must be 1 l- . \' More Anention .
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Ay cinls" are being run for the benefit of the farmers., Even Uncle Sem
N o * has a chicken ranch a few miles from the White House where he is
9 .‘;':_“:',,-‘ \:.‘_15._:‘:..' : waking his own experiments. . _
q'.',‘;‘."u.. (e Ay ' : A Some of the results are startling. Certain hens selected by well
o’ e : known breeders to compete in the great egg-laying wateh at Storrs,
¥ s Conneetieut, produced not a solitary egge the whole year through.  Their
"C/ _—_— owners supposed they were faithful, conscientivus birds, They had the
1 shape, the comb and even the song of laying hens. It remained for the
trap nest to uncover the wretehed deceit.
On the other hand, Oregon has prodiced a pullet which has laid 283
R i eges in twelve months.  She figures as hen “C-543" at the state eollege
gir' _ : and holds the world’s record to date,  There is gloom in Missouri, where
. = e, Lady Show You had previously achieved a year's total of 281, Such
e 1 Mg feats stand out in marked contrast to the work of the average hen, The \
o point was eleverly illustrated at a state fair not long ago. Side by side »
were two wire baskets, one hi-.'t||||| liigh with nice brown eges: its mate (
o — An Incubator House Made of Field Stone— with but the bottom covered, Over the former was tacked this sign:
To the Left—an Automaric Feeder 250 eggs — the wumber laid by one hen in ten months.
handled with skill. The man who [[F —— = — — =1
A can wake her lay has a right to l
boast, ' ‘
Experts all over the country are
probing the seerets of the hen, try-
ing to facilitate the egg-laying /
{ habit.  All the experiment stations
/ are gt i, Therem, too, lies the
7 . ) ' |
_ reason for the egg-laying conlests ;
2 N now in vogue, Out West instrue- $ X =
¢ ' : tion trains known as “egg spe- “ 5 . -
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B fii " General View — Second International Egg-Laying Competiion Plani at Siorrs, Conn ,
T . To the Left is Shown the New Way of Brooding Chicks
Over the second basket was also a sigu, and 1t read
A * 69 eggs — the mumber laid by the average hew in ten months,
TS , . That was an object lesson which the farmers and the back-lotters were
TN ‘E, . : + PR o not likely to overlook. They are the people who supply the country
f"#h‘ ) 3 PP ) with eggs, anyway. LU Hf(ll'iilll'.l.ll'lv\. they are the hardest to get at. Ol
.-:—jﬁ;‘ A : 4 i&- course, the hen which la.\'_s 250 eggs or more in a y ear’s time is a rave
.ir‘e : e - 3 bird — perhaps always will be — but 150 eggs is ot too high a standard
rogia 7 e if - for any tyro,
-R, _ Lol G Y e There is a lot of individuality about heus and sbout ben mwen. 1 you
o K .y , e o <2 > try to impose cut and dried rules on one or the other, you are going to
o7 2> n ‘( )‘t“ ’e‘f L find yourself in figurative hot water,  Yet there are certain theories
AR ’° .ﬂ 4 Y | R e which bave been pretty thoroughly tried out. There is no doubt, for
50 ’- ;. . M . .\i y 4 o g example, that the day of the warm house has passed. Such houses make
i ) B debilitated Aoeks and poor layvers. Men who used to have double win-
dows and double doors in their poultry buildings have knocked out all
the glass and leave the doors open half the time, alihough in extrems

weather they drop curtaing over the windows (Continwed an Page S)




