
Snake Stories Are 
Mostly Unfounded 

Tale of Hypnotic Power Is 
Declared Untrue. 

London.—Id spite of the fact that 
the majority of snakes are quite 
harmless, the popular prejudice 
against them Is Insurmountable, 
writes E. G. Boulenger In the Lon- 
don Sunday Observer. Almost any 
absurd story about these reptiles Is 

accepted at Its face value and with- 
out the slightest attempt to ascer- 

tain the true facts of the case. 

Specially remarkable is the cur- 

rent belief that snakes have the 

power to “fascinate" or exert hyp- 
notic Influence over their victims. 
It Is possible that the absence of 

eyelids and consequent Inability to 

close the eyes may be partly re- 

sponsible for this fetish; the crea- 

ture’s sinuous movements and hab- 

it of probing the ground with Its 

forked tongue may perhaps further 

encourage the common superstition. 

Psychological Influence. 

That the anake hag from early 
tlmea exerted a very powerful 
psychological Influence over the 

Imaginative mind of man there can 

be no doubt whatever. One has but 

to recall the grotesque story of the 

hoop snake or the American In- 

dian’s belief that the rattlesnake 
adda a Joint to Its rattle every time 

It takes a human life. Serpenta, 
moreover, have been deified In many 

lands, as Is evidenced by the fre- 

quency with which many figure on 

Innumerable tombs, temples, etc. 

The actual ‘’fascinating” power of 

the snake over Intended victims has 

been disproved by many carefully 
conducted exi>erlments. Many years 

ago, when It was customary to feed 

the coo's snakes In public on living 
rats, mice, etc.. It was usual to see 

such small animals contentedly 
feeding or cleaning themselves with- 

in a few Inches of the reptiles. 
Some years ago I met with a curi- 

ous Instance Illustrating the Indif- 
ference thnt most small mammals 
show toward serpents. A white rat 

was offered as food to a four-foot 
long South African snake kept In 

the Natural History museum, but 

the reptile apparently not being 
hungry the rodent was left un- 

touched for several months. With 

the approach of winter the snake 

retired Into a snug hole which It 

had excnvnted. This retreat appar- 
ently appealed so strongly to the 
rat thnt It ejected the unresisting 
tenant and promptly appropriated 
the coveted shelter. 

Snake Digs In Again. 

Once more the snake dug itself a 

burrow, and yet again was the right- 
ful owner ejected. I’eace finally 
reigned for a considerable period. 
With the approach of spring, how- 

ever, the snake recovered both ap- 
petite and Initiative, with the result 
that the rat, one-time bully of the 
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Venice Girls Man Boats 
in Hunt for Husbands 

Venice, Italy.—Girls anxious to 
And husbands rode the canals in 
beflowered gondolas. 

They observed an ancient Vene- 
tian custom. Just revived after a 

lapse of nearly seven centuries, in 
which unmarried girls parade to 

? display their charms for the ap- 
proval of masculine admirers. The 
revival Is In line with Premier Ben- 
ito Mussolini's campaign for In- 
creased marriages and “more ba- 
bies.” 

Makes Fireproof Paint 
That Withstands Blaze 

Leningrad.—Tarred shavings were 
scattered over a house. Then par- 
affin and other highly Inflammable 
liquids were poured over It Final- 
ly the shavings were set on fire— 
the flames caught the paraffin. But 
the house remained unharmed. 
Window panes melted, but the 
woodwork round them was un- 

harmed. It whb a test of a new 

fireproof paint with which the 
bouse had been treated. 

cage, was made to provide the 
snake with the first meal of the sea- 

son. 

Certain tree snakes Inhabiting 
eastern Asia have the head pro- 
duced Into a lanceolate form often 

grotesquely patterned. The long 
bi furcated tongue Is so marked that 
when thrust rnpldly In and out It 
continues the markings of the head 
and gives the snake’s face the ap- 
pearance of '‘telescoping’’ in a very 
startling fashion. 

It has been established that the 
small birds and arboreal lizards on 

which these snakes habitually feed 
watch this phenomenon until the 
snake Is ennbled to approach with- 
in striking distance, and so make 
a meal of them. Such an occur- 

rence, however, can scarcely be re- 

garded as an example of n snHke ex- 

ercising hypnotic Influence, but 
rather evidence of a natural curios 

lty on the part of the birds and 
lizards. 

Croesus’ Gold Mine 
Is Found by Turks 

Ankara, Turkey.—A rich gold 
mine which was worked 500 
years before the Christian era by 
King Croesus, last ruler of Lydia, 
Is said to have been discovered 
in the Boz Dagh region of An- 
atolia. The proverbial wealth of 
Croesus, known to have been im- 
mense, came In large pnrt from 
trade. 

The Turkish ministry for the 
national economy is Investigating 
the reported discovery, and the 
government may tnkc over the 
mine. 

Women’s Smoking Rooms 
Are Approved by College 
Corvallis, Ore.—Women’s rights 

conquered tradition at Oregon 
State college when the administra- 
tion approved a provision for wom- 
en's smoking rooms in two dorml 
tories. Authorities said establish- 
ment of the smoking rooms will 
lessen Are hazards caused by co-eds 
smoking in their study rooms, a 

practice that Is still forbidden. 

Unearth Ruins of Most Ancient City 
Scientists Hope to Find Earli- 

er Layers of History. 

Philadelphia.—Ruins of a city 
0,000 years old—In fact, the "old- 
est city In the world"—have been 
unearthed In the Tepe Gawra pre- 
historic mound In northern Iraq. 

A report from rhnrles Bache, field 
director of a Joint archeological 
expedition from the American 
School of Oriental Hesenrch and 
the museum of the University of 

Pennsylvania, recently disclosed the 
discovery of the ruins. Work on 

the mound was begun In 1927 under 
Dr. Ephraim A. Spiesern, director of 

SEE THE NEW HATS! 
Ily C1IKR1K NICHOLAS 

TTie elongated brim at the front, 
the forward movement, as some 
milliners express It, gives the wom- 

an who wants to know what’s what 
In regard to the new hats, some- 
thing quite out of the usunl order 
to think about. Anyway, the smart- 
est early arrivals emphasize the 
vogulshness of hats with brims nar- 
rowed at the sides and which ex- 
tend way to the front over the fore- 
head as shown above In the picture. 
This striking sports model Is of 
forest green felt banded In black 
belting ribbon. The other hat shown 
goes to the opposite extreme. It Is 
one of the new-type Breton sailors 
of black straw with an airplane bow 

the Oriental Research school at Hag- 
dad. 

The new find Is the eleventh city 
to be uncovered In the excavations. 
Trial diggings have Indicated that 
as many as twelve additional "lay- 
ers of civilization" lie beneath this 
6,000-year-old city, and give prom- 
ise of pushing the ancient veil of 
civilization back several thousand 
years before Christ. 

The most modern town In the 
mound was last Inhabited about 1500 
R. C. It Is located 15 miles from the 
modern city of Mosul, across the 
river from the ruins of the ancient 
biblical city of Nineveh. 500 miles 
northwest of Ur of the Chaldees. 

Many evidences of the domestic 
and Industrial life of the Inhabit- 
ants of the 6,000-year-old city were 
uncovered among the ruined walls 
of a temple and several private 
houses. There were fragments of 
pottery, spindles, and loom weights, 
hammer stones, hones, knives, hide 
scrapers, combs, mortars, and re- 

ceptacles for kohl, which the women 

used as a beauty aid. 
In several unrifled tombs the 

senrehers found precious stones 
and other valuables placed inside 
wooden coffins, which had been 
sealed in graves re-enforced with 
mud brick and reeds. 

Included In the latter find were 
such items as weapons, rosettes, 
beads, gold ornaments, a wolfs 
head made of a natural gold-silver 
alloy, and such precious and semi- 
precious stones as carnelian, obsid- 
ian, turquoise, and laplslazull. 

Submarine Tank Nears 
Completion in Spain 

Cartagena, Spain.—A submarine 
tnnk, Invented by n naval diver, 
was nearing completion at a local 
submarine building yard. 

The tnnk Is for use on the ocean 
bottom In depths around 900 to 
1,000 feet. Its first use will be to 
explore the undersea terrain In the 
Strait of Gibraltar to sound out pos- 
sibilities for a tunnel connecting 
Europe and Africa. 

The craft Is expected to be ready 
for trials this spring. Intended to 
operate just as does a land tank 
over rough terrain, the machine will 
be steered by compass and Is ex 

pe<ted to remain under water for 
about six hours, proceeding at the 
rate of a mile or two an hour. There 
will be a powerful searchlight, and 
the diver will be In communication 
by telephone with the surface. 

The tank Is to weigh from 1,600 to 
1,800 pounds, and carry ballast so 
that It will not be lmi>eded by strong 
currents. 

of orange, purple and green belt- 
ing ribbon placed across the front. 
Many of the hats arriving from 
Paris hnve the trimming posed di- 
rectly In front. Collar and deep 
cuffs of white linen edged with 
printed linen contrast the black 
dress. 

Burial of the “Status Quo” in the Saar 

One of the most Impressive events of the celebration in the Sam niter the prebUcile »us the burial of “Sta- 
tus Quo.” The Hitlerites marched in Jubilation through the snow-covered s'reets. 

SEEN--' HEARD 
around the 

National Capital 
■ JiBy CARTER FIELD—*!— 

Washington.—Increasing evidence 
of under-cover moves to discredit 
President Roosevelt from both the 
extreme conservative and the ex- 

treme radical sides is obvious to 
the most casual observer in Wash- 
ington. 

It is difficult to prove any given 
case, for in every instance some 

senators or members of the house 
are honestly and enthusiastically 
for the particular thing that the 
White Mouse thinks would ham- 
string its program. Proof of the 
real underlying desires of nny given 
senator being so difficult to obtain. 
It would be very misleading to 
name names. 

The interesting point about the 
whole situation, however, lies not 
in nny particular move against the 
administration which may gain un- 

expected support, hut In the pos- 
sible consequences for 103(5. 

It muddles what until now had 
been a very clear view of what 
seemed certain to happen, nnd 
which In all probability still Is very 
sure. It Is only the fart that there 
Is now a bit of a cloud on the hori- 
zon—which may or may not grow— 
thnt is really interesting at all. 

The cloud Is the possibility that 
a group of the extremists may get 
together and form a third party 
next year. For such a move to get 
anywhere it must surmount sev- 
eral rather tall hurdles. One is 
whether they could even get togeth- 
er on a candidate, there being no 

such person in the ofling as the 
elder La Follette was in 1024. 

With that hurdle surmounted, 
and assuming—which is much easi- 
er—that the third party leaders 
could agree on a platform, the next 
hurdle is something over which the 
radicals have no control whatever 
—what the regular Republicans will 
do. 

Big Handicap 
For the only possible Importance 

of a third party entering the field 
would not be the possibility of elect- 
ing Its own candidates, but of giv- 
ing the Republicans a chance to 
beat Roosevelt, just as the elder 
La Follette’s candidacy in 1024 as- 
sured the election of Calvin Cool- 
Idge by a landslide. The third party 
would draw votes from the New 
Deal. It would not get any of the 
13,000,000 men and women who 
voted the Republican ticket last 
November. 

Even with this big handicap, how- 
ever, the Republicans would have 
to make a good showing to win, a 

bigger showing, in fact, than there 
is any apparent probability nt this 
time of their making. Their diffi- 
culties revolve not only around the 
candidate, but the platform. 

What could they agree on in a 
national convention as to platform? 

Talks with half a dozen leading 
Republican survivors in the house 
and senate indicate almost that 
number of widely varying views as 
to the proper course to be taken 
ns to issues. And the same is true 
with respect to candidates, with the 
notable difference that here It is 
not a case of warmly advocating 
different candidates, but of coldly 
rejecting nearly all candidates in 
sight. 

There Is not the personal angle 
which usually is so apparent at this 
stage of the Presidential term 
among the outs. No one is scream- 

ing for this or that candidate. All 
unite in saying they do not know 
what candidate would make a good 
run. 

There Is less opposition to Sen- 
ator Arthur H. Vandenberg of Mich- 
igan. and to Frank Knox, the pub- 
lisher, than to most, but even those 
who like these particular men dis- 
agree as to what the platform 
should be. 

Altogether, even with more suc- 
cess for the radicals than Is now 

anticipated, the picture is not very 
disconcerting to the New Deal. 
Actually, the far more important 
element Is whether husiness can re- 

vive sufficiently by November, 1930, 
for America to see its path leading 
nut of the present difficulties. 

The Baby Bonds 
Anticipated objections from the 

life insurance companies to the 
baby bonds the government pro- 
poses to sell at post offices have 
not materialized, most representa- 
tives of the companies saying there 
Is no strictly Insurance feature. In 
that the amount of return is not 
changed by the death of the holder. 

Actually the baby bonds present 
an ideal arrangement for the pur- 
chaser only in ore set of circum- 
stances: if the purchaser figures 
that ten yenrs from now he or she 
will need a sum of money for some 

purpose, and that there is no rea 
suitable possibility that the money 
will be required before that time. 

For example, if a father has a 

son now six years old, and is figur- 
ing on providing a sum of money 
for that son's education at college, 
teu years hence, the bonds might he 

very attractive. The rate of Inter- 
est would not he high. It would he 

slightly under If per cent. But the 

money would he as safe as anything 
can t>e—the direct obligation of the 

government. 
If on the ottier hand he should 

find It necessary to use the money 
before the explratioi of that ten 

years, he would be forced to take a 

lower rate of Interest For during 
the first year no Interest whatever 

accumulates. And for the next six 

years the rate Is only a little above 

2 per cent. It Is only In the last 

three years, when the rate per year 
goes over 4 per cent, that the aver- 

age is pushed up—and then not 

quite to 3 per cent. 

The government Is figuring on a 

very large sale of the bonds, and 
bankers and insurance men are 

rather skeptical as to any such 
large amounts being taken. There 

is plenty of idle money waiting for 

safe investment. Every banker, 
broker and insurance man knows 

that. The government knows It. It 

Is proved every time a short term 

lonn is asked by the government. 
There are always lots of applica- 

tions which cannot be filled. And 
the government has been able to 

get money nt around 1 per cent re- 

peatedly. 

Different Proposition 
But, bankers and Insurance men 

point out, this baby bond issue pre- 
sents an entirely different proposi- 
tion. In the case of people taking 
short term government loans, their 
motive Is to obtain a little return 

on their money while they are wait- 

ing. They hope that by the end of 

the period of that loan they may 
find some safe Investment, which 
will yield them a larger return. 
Proof of this Is in the fact that for 

long term bonds the government lias 

to pay from two to four times as 

much interest. 

But in the case of the baby bonds 

there Is no return at all during the 
first year, and only a very small re- 

turn for the next six years. More- 

over, the holder is compelled, if he 

wants to cash in before the higher 
interest rate becomes effective, to 

take the price fixed in advance by 
the government. Other investors 

might be willing to pay more, but 
the bonds are not transferable. 

One of the government's objects 
here is to save money, of course. 

Every person cashing the bonds In 
before maturity takes a very low 

interest rate. Another object is to 

keep the bonds out of the hands of 

the banks. There has been a great 
deal of criticism of government 
financing on the score that It was 

loading the banks up with govern- 
ment bonds, and thus restricting the 
amount of money which could bet- 

ter be employed at stimulating In- 

dustry. 
Not being negotiable, these baby 

bonds will stay out of the banks, 
thus serving this purpose. But the 
fact that the bonds are not negoti- 
able also lessens their attractive- 
ness to Investors. This might not 
Interest the chap who buys Just one 

bond for $18.75. But it would In- 
terest considerably the man or wom- 

an with a few thousand dollars to 
invest Hence the prediction that 
the total sales will not figure heav- 

ily In the government’s fiscal plans. 
In fact, this is frankly admitted 

by some administration officials. 
They admit they would like to see 

certain other effects. Just holding 
a bond of any sort, they point out, 
has the effect of making the holder 
just u little more conservative. And 
incidentally making him in a way a 

partner in the New Deal. 

Gold Clause Decision 
One of the most significant things 

about the gold clause decision of 
the Supreme court was not only the 
secrecy which shrouded what that 
decision would be—Indicated by the 
fact that some of the first news 
flashes were very misleading—but 
also the moves the administration 
had plnnned to counteract the ef- 
fects in case the decision should 
have gone 100 per cent against the 
government. 

For It can now be stated that not 
even the speaker of the house, nor 

leading administration senators, had 
the slightest idea what would be 
done. 

Just three people really knew. 
They were: President Roosevelt, 
Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 
thau, and Attorney General Cum- 
mings. 

And that Cummings knew Is the 
writer’s guess. Cummings does not 
admit it. So it might be possible 
that the third person who knew 
was not Cummings, but some other 

lawyer on whose judgment the Pres- 
ident and Morgenthau could rely. 

Some Deductions 
One high treasury official, known 

for his shrewdness, made some In- 
teresting deductions In advance. 
For example, he had the idea, 
stressed in the majority opinion hy 
the court, that the amount of dam- 

ages would have to he determined 
in court—that certainly no court 
would force a com, any to pay the 
full $1.09 for each dollar of a gold 
clause bond. 

“And.” this official added In a con- 

versation several days before the de- 

cision, “I do not think It will be 

possible actually to demonstrate 

damages to the extent of the de- 

cision.” 
Now tills was not Just a haphaz- 

ard opinion. Nor was it a “leak”' 
from the court. It grew in that offi- 

cial's mind ns a result of various 

questions he had to answer for Sec- 

retary Morgenthau. 
The administration was sure of 

several things about the decision— 

that is as to what It could do In 

this or that event—but It was hop- 
ing there would be some such loop- 
hole as forcing holders of the bonds 

to demand their damages through 
the courts Instead of a flat order 

to pay $1.69. 
Copyright.—WND Service 
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U. S. Bureau of Standards Building at Washington. 
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IN 
THE nation’s capital, sci- 

entists anil laymen employed by 
the United States government 

and private Institutions are quietly 
at work making life easier and 
safer. 

Washington today has the largest 
number of scientific men and wom- 

en gathered In any one spot of 
equal size In the world. In the 
government service alone are more 
than 5,000 scientists, attached to 
more than half a hundred bureaus 
and commissions whose research has 
uncovered many a new fact and 
created many a new instrument. 

Would you believe that the mere 

\*eight of your finger could bend 
a 5-inch steel bar? No? Well, wiz- 
ards of the brueau of standards 
built an Instrument so delicate that 
with it you can see the big bar 
bend when you lay your finger on 
It. Near by is a precision balance 
with an accuracy of one flfty-mil- 
lionth of a pound. This scale is so 
delicate that, If you stand too near, 
the mere heat of your body affects 
Its balance. 

Practical tests giving results use- 
ful in many trades go on all the 
time. 

You and other motor car owners 
In America have saved millions of 
dollars through experiments made 
here with fuel, brake linings, tires, 
road material, etc. In simulating 
road tests for tires, for example, 
an automobile wheel with a nice 
new tire Is put on a motor and 
speeded up. It runs against another 
wheel, a device which literally "runs 
the road past the wheel.” This not 
only shows how fast the tire wears 

■ out, but it shows, too. how power Is 
lost with different types of tires. 

That's a Wind Tunnel. 
That long, queer-looking structure 

out in the yarrl, with that big mo- 

tor-driven fan roaring in one end, 
is a “wind tunnel.” In it arial 
models, bombs, etc,, are used, to 
learn the effect of wind streams 
on them. In such tunnels tests are 
also made to show pressure on sky- 
scrapers during wind storms; with 
the fan revolving in one end. an 
artificial wind is blown through 
these tunnels at a speed of from 
75 to 180 miles an hour. 

When a house with a shingle roof 
gets afire during a high wind, 
neighboring houses are in danger 
from flying sparks. To study this 
hazard in winds of different speeds, 
the bureau built a shingle roof, used 
an airplane propeller to make the 
wind, and set fire to the roof. Thus 
It could study the flight of the em- 

bers. 
Some studies, such as that of the 

effects of sea w ater on concrete con- 

struction, may go on for years. Ce- 
ment used by the government in the 
Panama canal and other projects 
is tested here. 

A device by which airships re- 

cover ballast was made at the bu- 
reau. An airship ordinarily loses 
weight equal to that of its fuel 
burned, but by this device the mois- 
ture from the exhaust is condensed, 
thus recovering more than a pound 
of water from each pound of gas- 
oline consumed. This saves the waste 
of much lifting gas, hydrogen or 

helium, which formerly had to be 

released to maintain static equilib- 
rium. 

Gunfire and how to time a gun 
to shoot between the revolving 
blades of a propeller during aerial 

combat, and measure the radiation 

used to kill bacteria—all these nre 

problems the bureau has solved. 

And there are standards of per- 
formance. The bureau aids indus- 

try in work with ships’ watches, sex- 

tants, scales, airplane instruments, 
radio sets, lamps, milk testing ma- 

chines, and so on. 

Loss from waste In Industry, 
amounting to many millions a year, 
is avoided now by the bureau’s 

work in simplified practice. In the 

case of hotel chinaware alone, for 

example, 700 sizes and varieties 
were reduced to 07 by agreement 
among factories, dealers and con- 

sumers. 
The bureau aids industry to 

achieve trade standards, too. Makers 
of many things, from locks and 

hinges to dress patterns and wall 

paper, come to it and agree that 
their products shall conform to cer- 

tain standards. 
For example, more than 100 lead- 

ing manufacturers, dealers, and as- 

sociations In the wall paper trade 
have agreed with the bureau that 
wall paper made or handled by them 
shall be of "commercial standard” 
quality in weight, size, texture, etc. 

As to color fastness, also, they agree 
that “all printed papers, ground, 
backgrounds, or ink embossed, all 
finished printed wall papers, shall 
be resistant to light to the extent 
that they will “show no discolora- 
tion or fading” when exposed for 
24 hours to an arc lamp or “fade- 
ometer.” This test is equivalent to 
many months of normal use. 

But the bureau does not impose 
its tests or conclusions on the peo- 
ple. They voluntarily bring their 
problems to It for aid In their so- 
lution. 

Other Scientific Groups. 
In Washington, too, are located 

the National Academy of Sciences, 
the National Research council, the 
Carnegie Institution of Washing- 
ton, with its department of terres- 
trial magnetism and geophysical 
laboratory, and the National Geo- 
graphic society. 

Certain of the national societies, 
in addition to the National Geo- 

graphic, such as the National Edu- 
cation association, the American 
Association for the Advancement of 

Science, the American Chemical so- 

ciety, the American Forestry asso- 

ciation, and the American Engineer- 
ing council, maintain their head- 
quarters in the nation’s capital. 

The most extensive scientific 

group under one administrative head 
comprises the 10 bureaus of the De- 

partment of Agriculture. 
The oldest of the governmental 

scientific organizations is the coast 
and geodetic survey. For more than 
a century, many a ship and crew 

have owed salvation to the tireless, 
painstaking efforts of this bureau, 
to which is entrusted the survey of 
all coasts under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, including rivers 
to the head of tidewater, deep-sea 
soundings and currents off our 

shores, as well ns magnetic observa- 
tions and researches. The results 
of such important studies appear 
in official sailing charts, tide tables, 
“notices to mariners” of fionting 
wrecks, newly discovered rocks 
and other menaces to navigation. 

A technical library, founded a 

century ago, has been assembled 

by this survey. Its maps, photo- 
graphic negatives and prints, 
pamphlets, and field reports from 

surveying parties dealing with 

Alaska and with our various bound- 

ary surveys, aggregate tens of thou- 

sands. 
“The rocky crust of the earth”— 

with its oil, coal, ores, precious met- 

als, and other things—has been 

called the subject-matter of ge- 

ology. 
When congress, in 1879, set up the 

geological survey, under the De- 

partment of the Interior, there was 

imposed on it the task of classify- 
ing all public lands, and the study 
of their geologic structure and 

mineral deposits. 
Through the years, to quote Its 

former director, George Otis Smith, 
this has meant “helping a p'^neer 
ing people to settle a vacant and, 
an industrial people to larness the 

forces ot nature in the great work 

of development—all this with the 

well defined purpose of safeguard- 
ing the future of America.” 

As our nation grew, this survey’* 
functions multiplied. At the west 
was settled, the problems of con- 

serving water for use on arid lands 
become one of its tasks. 

Scientific Publications. 
The official and private scientific 

publications Issued annually from 

Washington make a most impres- 
sive exhibit, difficult to visualize. 

If typhus breaks out in Teheran, 
plague in Peiping, or cholera comes 

down the Yangtze, the United States 

public health service soon knows it. 

Our consuls In every corner of the 

world cable the news when certain 

diseases appear in foreign ports. 
This Is so quarantine may be ar- 

ranged where needed. 
Rats by the myriad have been 

gassed out of Incoming ships. 
Hides, furs, rags, many kinds of 

cargo, must he fumigated aboard be- 

fore shipment here. Immigrants are 

examined, too. In various fore^n 
ports where medical officers of the 

United States public health service 
are stationed. The Panama canal, 
for example, works like a strainer 
on all ships coming through it bound 
for American ports. 

This finger of government, known 
then as the marine hospital service, 
was first established In 1798. 
Through generations it grew, till 
now—with its subsidiary, the Na- 
tional Institute of Health, at Wash- 
ington—it is one of the world's fore- 
most medical research ageucies. 


