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THE NEBRASKA INDEPENDENT,

“AMATTER OF POLITICS”

Lomments of the Pross en the Reckefeller
Donation—A Qusstlon of Principle

As a rule the republican papers of
Nebraska printed without comment
the news that Rockefeller has offered
to donate two-thirds of a hundred
thousand dollars toward erecting a
“religious and social building™ for the
Umiversity of Nebraska, provided the
citizens raise the other third. This
is in line with republican discipline—
the leaders have not spoken in de-
cisive tones, and the little fellows are
waiting for ihe cue.

The State Journal, however, the
other day said in its “More or Less
Personal”’ column:

The Cmaha World-Herald, the
Lincoln Independent and C. J.
Bowlby’s Crete Democrat are all
out with frothing denunciations of
Mr. Rockefeller's brazen attempt
to buy the state with two-thirds
of the price of a $100,000 building
for the university. Everybody
understands that it is a matter of
politics with these papers. The
average citizen assumes that $66.-
666.66 is a small “bribe” for the
great state of Nebraska, and is not
disposed to make any fuss about
the acceptance of the money. Even
rather squeamish people are salis-
fied (0 leave this whole matler
with the chancellor. If there is a
m-n in the eountry who can be
trusted to manage an affair of this
kind without being corrupted by
the “‘money power,” it is this same
Dr. E. Benjamin Andrews.

It is indeed a “matter of politics”
with these papers. Not a partisan mat-
ter to catch the Russian vote for
Slobodiski, or to combine the church
and whisky elements in electing a
mayor, but «imply a matter of prin-
ciple.

The Independent has always had,
and has now, the utmost confidence in
the integrity and ability of Chancel-
lor Andrews. It has no fears that he
will ever become corrupted by the
“money power."” That is not the
point.

Mr. Rockefeller's proposed two-
thirds of a gift—or gift “with a sitring
to it,” as a Lincoln business man re-
marked the other day—is simply one
of a series of steps to induce the peo-
ple to accept as true the plutocrats’
creed—

It is better for society on the
whole that its surplus wealth fall
into the hands of the few to bLe
by them disposed of as they see
fit. Given, tken, a strong sense of
trugteeship for the public on the
part of the wealthy few—we have
a better disposition of surplus
riches in, the present order of .
things than would *he the case
were surplus wealth more evenly
distributed.

The Rockefeller building would
teach that ereed day in and day out.
Insidiously it would inculecate in the
minds of the people the doctrine that
a man of the Rockefeller type—to
quote W. J. Ghent—"is at oncc the
loaf-giver to the needy, the regulator
of temporal affairs, the lord protector
of church and society.” It would
teach the people to accept as a mat-
ter of course these millionaire chari-
ties. The danger in this is well ex-
pressed by John A. Hobson, the dis-
tinguished English economist who
lectured at the State University not
long ago:

“T'hose engaged in private char-
ities know the dangers of pro-
miscuous giving. What about
the public? Has it no character
to lose? 1 challenge anyone to
deny that these methods of get-
ting money for public purposes
awake in the receiver ai any rate
that sentimcent of patronage which
is the mortal enemy of indepen-

'do.nce in an individual or in a
city.”

,Says Richard L.
World-Herald—

“Contributions such as Rocke-
feller proposes to make to the
Nebraska university are not of-
fered with & really good motive,
They do not even rise to the dig-
nity of gifta to the conscience
fund. They are made for the pur-
pose of crzating, in the minds of
unthinking men, {he notion that
there is8 really something great
and noble in men who on the one
hand corrupt the public service,
debauch political parties and exact
at the hands of its official repre-
sentatives undue and unfair priv-
ileges undor the law, while on
the other hand, in seemingly gen-
erous sums and yet in compara-~
tively small amounts, they con-
tribute to educational institu-
tions.” :
W. F. Cramb in the Fairbury Jour-

nal says—

“We hope the regents will flat-
1y refuse to accept the money. The

Metecalfe in the

| sle le

Nebraska University is a stale
institution, maintained by the
state for the non-sectarian, public
and open iastrucltion of all those
who desire to enter, As such it
is the pride of the state, the same
as our public schools. Whenever
private individuals, with more
money than means of spending it,
contribute to the gupport of such
an institution, this pride is great-
ly lessened, and the wholesome
influence of the school depreciated.
If John D. Rockefeller can give
to state universzities, he can give
te the publie schools, and the time
may come when all onr institu-
tions of public instruction will be-
come dependent, in whole or part,
upon the charity of the rich.
Rockefeller’'s monavy would nol-
Iute the pure stream of public in-
struction. Let the temptation be
resisted and the stream kept pure
from the fountain head, where in-
rocent, praftling childhoed lisps
its first syllables at its mother’s
knee, on down to the broad stream
of higher education which flows
intc the ocean of human action.”
Col.
wonders if there I8 a man in the
state who wonld contribute a dollar

| if Bartley should propose to give two

thousand of the money he
the state to be used in
ereciing a magnificent Y, M, C A,
Lbuilding in Lincoln, provided others
should make up another hundred

hundred
from

| thousand, and continues—

“The Standard Oil company
may not have stolen its money,
tut to get and hold a monopoly
ol the oil product, it has done
thiings much worse than Bartley
is charged with; then, why should
our great state university, which
hax heon supplied by the people
with all the money it needs, be
greased with the Standard Oil
elick? 1f Mr. Rockefeller wants
to return some of the money he
has taken from Nebraskans, let
him reduce the price of his oil
3 to b cents a gallon, which would
distribute it among those who
contributed it. All the people of
Nebraska ask of the Standard Oil
company is to sell itg oil to them
at a reasonable profit. They don't
vyant donations, nor alms.”

Yes, it doubtless 1s a “mattoeg of
politics,” but what about this “froth-
ing denunciation” frém the State
Journal's other self—the Lincoln Ev-
ening News—

“It is gratifying to observe that
some Nebraska newspapers are
not in favor of receiving sixty-six
thousand dollars from a man who
has made them and the rest of
his dollars by ruining the business
of other men and thus foreing
them to sell their holdings to him.
The moral affect of Nebraska's
receiving a few thousand dollars
from a twentieth century Black-
beard for the erection of a semi-
religiouns building would be unfor-
tunate, It is sometimes said that
cliureches and schools will take
a1 kind of money and be thank-
fail to the donor and silent there-
after in regard to his crimes. That
churches and institutions are he-
ginning to think more of their
institutional self-respect than to
accept blood money is one of the
cheering signs of the times. A few
vears ago Rockefeller's offer to
the state university would have
been accepted without question.
The reign of the money power Is
gtill supreme, but states and in-
stitulions are beginning to enjoy
thieir dignity and to be very chary
of connections which will lessen
it. Mr. Rockefeller's merciless
seizing of the oil fields, his de-
struction of the value of the hold-
ings of other men, his cowardly
scheming to bankrupt them while
hiding behind others, the constant
rise of the price of oil as soon as
he had destroyed his competitors,
should preclude his connection
with an edvcational or religious
institution. To organized society
he bears the same relation as
Blackbeard of colonial times.”

The Hub of Chaos

Editor Independent: Please send
me a block of fivee For more than
four months I have not been to the
village and postoffice less than a mile
away. BSickness in my family has con-
fined me to home duties. Meanwhile
I amuse myself by stirring up the
animals. I goaded the authorities in
Washington into activity in our navy
yvards. These few days and nights’
activity made Sternberg keep the ca-
ble hot the day after his arrival and
soon relieved harrassed Venezuela,

“We stand pat.”

“Price {18 value expressed in terms
of money.” Jupiter is God expressed
in images of brass, marble, etc.
Neither price nor Jupiter ever were

Bowlby of the Crete Democrat |

Harness Qil

At a

Cut Price

Highest grade harness oil on sale during the next two weeks at 456
cents a gallon when accompanied by an order for Any of our Ready Mixed

Paints.

Freight paid on all shipments of 5 gallons or over.

CARRIAGE TOP DRESSING

$1.50 per gallon when accompanied by an order for paint. 'lhts is the
finest quuhty of top dressing manufactured,

OUR PAINT SELLING

Pure House Paint, per gallen, Jras
Blandard Barn l’nnt per gnllml ..... 65
Pure White Lead, per 1b,, ciss 8D

We guarantee the nbo\c pllntu wlth
two coats for three years.,

Floor Paint, per gallon.. vl VBT
Wagon Paint, per u-nllnu ............. 1,20
Carriage Paint, per gallon. ,......... 1.50
Graphite I'.«Iul, pergallgn. ...oo0veew 90
Ehingle Stain, per gallon............ 6o
Wood Filler, per gallon.......o00i0s 1.2§
0il Ftains, Pg-t BAUOR . o visis viaae aase To20
Light Hard Oil, per gallon. ...,...... 1.25
Wood Alechol, per gallon., 1.25
Best Grade of Schellac, per j.[ allon. .. 2,10
High Grade of Exterior Varnish per

gallon , 1.60
Medium Grade of Exterior V: um-.h

per gallon,, N TS e T

High Grade of Interior Varnish, pcr
gallon .. . 160
Firniture Varnish, ptr gallon . L35

apan Dryer, RO, oo svinsesnins
{IGJI:I.NLL,!—;*EGE:.H Woodman Brand

E;r lon.,,

ith five gallon order one mew lllty
cent oll can free

One 4 inch Uunn Wall Brush all

Bristles,,
One 115 inch Chiina  Wall Brush all
PESICN i o050 wtins i smmbond s sniante i
One 3 inchi China Wall Erush all
Bristles, ,
Genuine Ftu.l sh Venetian Red, per
ponnd ., ... PPy L
American Venétian Red, pi.'l'l'b ...... e
French Yellow Ochre, per b, , .« 2Me
French t.rag Ochre, per b, oo aus Ye
POLLY, DEF 10 ve ciotmion snsmsvnssnnnar sl 03

ABOUT OURSELVES

We are the largest distributors of groceries in a retail way in the west,

Have thousands of customers who send
Years of honest dealing has established for us a reputation all over
We sell more groceries in Lincoln than

goods,
the northwest among consumers.
any other three stores.

tional Bank,

Give us a trial order,

us their money and order our

Reference, Columbia Na-

THE FARMERS GROGERY COMPANY

2926 to 240 N. 10th 8t., Liocoln, Neb,

or could be except in the imagination
of their deluded votaries, Each born
of the imagination can only llve in
the place of thig birth. This flat dol-
lar price unit ig the hub around which
our chaos revolves, Stick this fact
in vour pipe and smoke until you see
it is a lact.

“Value is our estimation of things.”
For personal use I would not give a
dozen eggs for a diamond, therefore
the value of a diamond is less than
the value of a dozen eggs. What ar-
rant nonsense! Bducated mullet heads,
educated with lies, are more danger-
ous, if not more contemptible, than
ignorant mullet heads, for they con-
firm the ignorant in lies. Meanwhile
your paper is the best of its kind so
far as I know, and, like the doctor's
prescription to the maid with a stink-
ing breath, will help some; and I eir-
culate it to the best of my opportuni-
ties, It seems absurd to write it,
vet history tells us nothing save but
purchase by blood. What little you
and I do is simply duty done. The
pay—privation, abuse, curses—may
they slip from us as the water glides
from the duck's hm k.

T, W. ANTHONY.

Mith.

with his bete noir,
the “fiat dollar price unit;” and Mr,
Ellingston, with his "lmman units”
or “human fcot pounds,” keep the
editor guessing to find out just what
each of these gentlemen is driving at

If Mr. Antkony purposes to use his
belly ag a “measure of value' of
course a dozen eggs are more “valua-
ble" than the Koh-i-noor. Why isn’t
“price value expressed in terms of
money?” If it isn’t that, what is it?

Mr. Anthony must understand that
articles of wealth vary greatly in
many qualities. Under ordinary comn-
ditions, articles of food are plentifn,
more or less perishable, and the sat-
isfactions thy give—the wants the:
satisfy—are fleeting, although regular-
ly recurring. A starving man woull
give almost anything he might
or do almost anything for something
to satisfy his hunger. But having
eaten his fill, would he place as high
an estimation on a loaf of bread?

A diamond eatisfles a human want
—not, of course, so imperious as hun-
ger—but, nevertheless, a want. It i3
not consumed in a fleeting moment of
iime, as is a loal of bread, but may
ne retained for years, perpet.ually gat-
isfyinz the natural desire for beautiful
things. Doubtlesg this capacity for
satisfying human desire for the heau-
{iful would be lessened in some de-
gree if diamonds were as plentiful as
ordinary pebbles; yet no matter how
plentiful, the dlamond, the ruby, and
other precious stones, as we now
know them, would still be preferred
by the gatierer of pebbles. It is
needless to add that their value would
be little if any more than ordinary
pebbles.

Mattawan,
(Mr. Anthony,

It is not necessary to inquire why
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Meler & Meler, Attorneys, Lincoln, Neb,
NOTICE

Lois 0. Doyle will take noties that on the 4th
of April, 1903, P. F. Gresne, & justico of the
peace of Lanecaster County, Nebraska, issued
an order of attachment for the sum of twenty-
five ($25.20) dollars and costs in an action pend-
ing before bim, wherein James R. Burleigh, is
plaintiff, and Lois O 0, Doyle, defendant, that
property of the dafumlant consisting of ome
table, three dressers, one iron bedstead and
springse, ons wnlnut bedstead and springs, one
lounge, one roe iug chair, one wash stand, one
ceuter table, one kitchen table, and the con-
tents of dressers, has been attached under said
order. Baid cause was continned fo the
dax of May, 1904, at 9 o'eloek a. m. at which
time defendant is required to appear, or plain-
tiff will llko judgment for ‘:'.!L and costs.

Dated at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 14th day of

April, ma.
JAMES R. BURLEIGH,
By Meior & Meler, his attorneys.

human beings have wants more or
less imperious; it is sufficient to know
that they have them, and that if they

are to be satisfled, these human be-,

ings must (a) find the things, (h)
make them, o1 (¢) secure them from
gome other hnuman being. If the lat-
ter, they may be taken by violence or
peaceably. If peaceably, then ex-
changs is the natural solution. If
exchange, then each party to it tries
to and must give something he wants
less for something he wants more—
which is quite possible, because tastes
differ.

The phenonemon,
in exchange, actual or potential,
Whether it is, as Capt. Ashby con-
tends, the force of demand in action
for the articles of wealth, appraised,
estimated, or “valued” by those con-
cerned In the exchange—is not ma-
terial here, The fact is, that persons
never exchange without making some
mental estimate, and that estimate is
based on the saving of future energy
rather than on what has been ex-

pended.—Associate Editor.)

“value,”” appears

Patronize our advertisers,




