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‘.'lndependc‘nt School of Political Economy

. The Independent School ef Politi-
cal Eeconomy was suggested in The
Independent of March £, and to date
the replies are so numerous and so
satisfactory that The Director has
great faith in making it a grand suc-
cess. Every subscriber for The Inde-
pendent can be enrolled as a mem-
ber of the school without charge by
simpiy writing a posiai card-to The

Director. Members are not obliged
to borrow Dbooks except as they
choose. '

In order to simplify the work of
keeping accounts it i3 thought best to
require from each borrower an amount
snflicient to cover the price of the
booikt and then refund all but the
rental fee of 10 per cent. A borrower
is allowed “to retain ' a book thirty
days, counting from date of receipt to
date of remailing. Instead of having
the boois sent back to this office every
time, a slip will be sent shortly before
the expiration of the thirty-day limit,
asiing that the book -be mailed to an-
other member.

\ll that The Director expects is to
make the sechool self-sustaining, That
is to say, those who borrow and read
the boolis must collectively pay the
actual expense incurred in buying
bool's and for postage. All labor per-
formed by The Director and clerks
at this office will be free, being re-
garded as a benefit to The Indepen-
dent, malking it a still more valuable
pener.

“rom time to time book reviews
will be published under this depart-
meont head; also letters from the mem-
bers, Arrangements will also be made
for debates by mail on important sub-
jects, and occasionally the best argn-
ments published in The Independent.
In short, the object 1s to encourage
reading and thinking along the line
of political economy.

Mne advantage of heing enrolled as
a member is that we frequently have
small pamphlets well worth reading
which we could give away—these will,
of conrse, be distributed among the
m~mbers,

\ strict account will be kept wi'h
each book sent ont anc as focn as 't
has heen paid for by rental fees. it
will be known as a ‘“‘ree book” and
devoted to the use of those members
who are financially unable to pay even
a small fee for reading a cood book,
but who would nevertheless enjoy it.
We have no trust magnates to he'p
ont In this work—but by co-opera-

tion a great deal can be done. and
* "Il all feel that there is no blood
on the money we use for the purpose.

A LIST OF BDOOKS,
“Outlines of Eeonomics,” by Rich-
ard T. Ely, Ph. D., LL. D., professor
of political economy, University of

Dr. Shoop’s

Rheumatic Cure
Costs Nothing If It Fails,

After 2,000 experiments, I have
learned how to cure Rheumatism. Not
to turn bony joints into flesh again;
that is impossible. But I can cure tha
disease always, at any stage, and fcr-
e er.

ask for no money. Simply wr..e
me a postal and | will send you an or-
der on your nearest aruggist for six
botties Dr. Shoop's Kheumatic Cure,

for every druggist keeps it. Use it
for a month and, if it succeeds, the
cost is only $5.50. If it fails, I will

pay the druggist myself.

I have no sam_ 28, because any med-
icine that can affe« Rheumatism
quickly must be drugged to the verge
of danger. [ use no such drugs, and
it is folly to take them. . You must
get the disease out of the blood.

My remedy does that, even in the
most difficult obstinate cases. No
matter how impossible this seems to
you, I know it and take the risk. 1
have cured tens of thousands of cases
in this way, and my records show that
39 out of 40 who get six bottles pay
gladly, I have learned that people in
general are honest with a physician
who cures them. That is all [ ask.
If 1 fail I don't exp:ct a penny from
you.

Simply write me a postal card or a
letter. I will send you my book about
Rheumatism, and an order for the
medicine, Take it for a month, as it
won’. harm you anyway. Il' it fails,
it is free, and 1 leave t. dm-lsion
with you. Address Dr. S!mop, Box 940,
Racine, Wis.

Mild cases, not chronic, are often
curéed by one or two bottles. At all

druggists.

Wisconsin. The - title suggests the
scope of the work—an outline of the
study, an excellent book to begin
with. Aside from Prof. Ely's views
on the money question, The Director
gives it his heartiest indorsement.
Bound in half-leather, 12mo, 432 pps.;
deposit, $1.25.

“The Science of Money," by Alex-
ander Del Mar, M. E., author of a
“History of the Precious Metals,” a
“History of Money,’ ete. Treats of
Exchange, Value, Price, and-Money in
a scientific manner. No student of
the money question can afford to miss
reading this book. Cloth, 8vo., 226
pps.: deposit, $1.

“The City for the People,” by Frank
Parsons, author of ‘“‘The New Political
Economy,” and a number of other
books. Undoubtedly the bhest hand-
book on the municipalization of the
city government ever wrltten.- Con-
tains a mass of well-presented infor-
mation on the subject of municipal
ownership which will be intensely in-
teresting to every student of the sub-
ject. Chapters on public ownership,
direct legislation, home rule for ecit-
ies, the merit system of civil service,
proportional representation, preferen-
tial voting, automatic ballot,
means of overcoming corruption, leg-
islative forms, and latest notes. Cloth,
697 pages, including an excellent in-
dex; deposit, $1. Can be had in paper
binding, not returnable, for 35 cents,

“The Coming City,” by Prof. Ely.
A small volume containing a lecture
“suggestive, rather than expository, of
the needs of good government in the
twentieth eentury city"” Cloth, 110
pages; deposit, 60 cents.

“A General Freight and Passenger
Post,” by James L. Cowles. A splen-
did argument for applying the cost-of-
service principle to public transporta-
tion, instead of the present method
of charging “all that the trafiic will
bear.” Cloth, 312 pages; deposit,
{price not determined).

“Equality,” Edward Bellamy’s in-
tensely interesting story of Utopian
;ocoig.llsm. Cloth, 412 pages; deposit,
1

“Our Benevolent Feudalism,” by W.
J. Ghent. A strong book showing that
if the people do not bestir themselves,
they are drifting into a modified form
of the old feudalism. Crammed ful!
of facts which cannot fail to startle
the man who has been content to
“keep on letting well enough alone.”
Cloth, 202 pages; deposit, $1.25. With-
ing a short time, can iurnish thls ex-
cellent book in paper binding at 25
cents; not returnable, except where
the purchaser wishes to buy a bound
copy, when it will be received as 20
cents in payment.

“Socialism and Social Reform,” by
Prof. Ely. Books on socialism by
socialist writers, of course, show only
the strong points in favor “of their
proposed system; but Prof. Ely advo-
cates public ownership of public util-
ities, holding that while there is
ground for the extenszion of public
ownership, it is desirable that, as a
general rule, manufactures, agricul-
ture, and commerce should be private
enterprises. He cautions the critics
of soclalism against many of the
captious objections and stock argu-
ments used against it, but prefers to
admit its strong points and show what
he conceives to be really valid objec-
tions to extending the principle of
['ublic ownership to all the means of
production. This book will be a. great
eye-opener to populists and others
who think they are socialists. Cloth,
449 pages; deposit, $1.50.

“Forests and - Forestry in their
Economic Relations,” by Hon. B. E.
Fernow, chief of the division of for-
estry in the department of agricul-
ture. Forestry and irrigation are two
of the most important subjects before
the people of the United States and

should be ziven careful study. Cloth:
deposit, §1.5

“Irrigation Institutions,” by Elwood

.\_!r‘ad, C. E.. chief of irrigation inves-
tigations, deparfment of agriculture.
Cloth; deposit, $1.25.

Thig list is by no means complete,
and will be added to from time to
time. There is, however, sufficient to
select from. As a beginner or starter
for those who have never studied po-
litical economy, except. by personal
ohservation and nempaner reading,
Prof. Ely’s “Outlines” is hard to beat,
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book, “It is broad, tolerant, and, in
its way, thorough.”

For those who wish to study the
argnments in favor of a modified in-
dividualism, “Socialism and BSocial
Reform” is the book. If the single
tax, Henry George's ‘‘Progress and
Poverty,” by all means (we have not
as yet reecived prices on this book).
Perhaps the best exposition of social-
ism adapted to the American public is
Vandervelde's “Collectivism.” (Cloth;
deposit, 50 cents.)

“THE LABORER AND THE
CAPITALIST.”

This book was reviewed in The In-
dependent of March 12 (“A New Adam
Smith,” page 1) and iIs an excellent
example of “special pleading” in be-
half of plutocracy. It will not be on
our list for circulation. Still it Is
sometimes wise to know what the oth-
er fellow has to say; and as Lyman J.
Gage and other trust magnates expect
to circulate an immense number of
the books free of charge, it might be
a good plan to ask the publishers for
a copy. (National Economic League,
15 Astor Place, New York City), This
raight be considered what Gen. Van
W\:k called ‘“foraging off the en-
emy.’'

Anent “The Laborer and the Capi-
talist,” an eastern friend writing The
Director says:

“I read your review of Willey with
enjoyment. His book has been float-
ing about for two or three years and
Las occasionally found a reader. Now,
hewever, it is to be pushed far and
wide. I found several rather sugges-
tive things in it when I read it three
yvears ago, but on the whole it is a
gervile and wretched piece of work.
I do not think it dishonest, however.
Willey appears to be of that sturdy
Land of American moralists who ecan
“stay bought.” Which makes him, of
course, an honest man."

“OUR BENEVOLENT FEUDALISM."

Advance proofs of the preface of
the third edition of this book have
reached The Director. It is to be
pabiighed in paper at 25 cents a copy.
(The Macmillan Co., N. Y.) The DI-
rector is pleased to note in this pre-
face that Mr. Ghent expresses his
opinion as to the alternative. He re-
connts the many conflicting criticisms
of the book and says that no criticism
co far made, it is believed, has shaken
the validity of a single statement.
Naturally “some of the Marxists will
have it that feudalism is impossible,
because socialism is 'economically in-
evitable' . . . and equally certain .
are the blissful optimists who hold
fast to the faith that Providence looks
after ‘fools, drunkards, children, and
the United States of America.'"

“As for the book,” the author con-
cludes, “there is, at this writing, no
word to change. The facts and ten-
dencies are as stated therein, and the
logical outcome is that predicted.
There is, as has been eaid, a.possible
alternative outcome. That is the as-
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sertion of the democratic spirit and’
will, the conquest of the baronial re-
gime, and the transformation of the
industrial system into that of a co-
operative commonwealth. There i8 no
possible return to competition, free or
unfree, The great industrial plant of
the nation will be run for the benefit
of the many or for the benefit of the
few. It lies with the citizenship to
determine which form it will have,
But no escape from baronial domi=-
nance can come through mere indulg-
ence in the vague hope
“that somehow good
Will be the final goal of ill.”
Far less can it come out of the sube
servience, the apathy, and the ac-
quiescence so generally observable to=
day; less yet out of a blind faith in
the “economic inevitability"” of a cers
tain form of society. - It can come only
by collective resistance, unresting, uns
yvielding. W. J. GHENT,”




