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ander socialism.”

Vor. XIV,

" THE APPEAL TO REASON

“Pgpulist Editlon” of Halfa Million Copies
Attacks The Indepenceat ina Page
Article

The “populist edition” of the Af-
peal to Reason has reached this office.
It has also reached the homes of
probably fifty thousand Nebraskans
and the homes of 450,000 outside the

state,

Primarily the object of this edition
was to secure new subseribers to The
Appeal. It was prepared especially to
“appeal” to populists and entice them
into the “kangaroo’ camp. This term
is not intended in an offensive way.
but simply to call attention to the fact
that there are two socialist parties,
The 8. L. P.s, or “skunks,' as The
Appeal by inference calls them; and
the social democrats or socialists,
dubbed “kangaroos” by the S. L. P.s.

The leading articles were specially
prepared in order to not frighten thr
populists into whose hands the mli-_
tion was placed. Wayland himseli
did a stunt telling “What Socialism
s, being a series of short para-
eraphs telling what would happen
A. W. Ricker is-
sued “A Call to Arms,” an open let-
+er to the “‘old populists who startle !
capitalism in 18927 And the whole
office force joined in preparing a fuil
page cdvertisement for The Indepen-
dent under the reassuring title, "Sn-‘
cialists Not Purchasing Gold Bricks.
In view of the socialist idea of in-
tringiec value and that gold is the
“universal equivalent,” a few bricks
of that material might help them to
destroy “capitalist production.”

“Relow,” says this page ad., "we
publish an extract from an editorial
comment on our populist edition by
the ‘Nebraska Independeat,’ a pop-
ulist paper published at Lincoln, Neb.
The Independent is the only paper
of GENERAL CIRCULATION in
the United States t hat still
pretends to teach populism. The oth-
ers have all died. It is difficult to ac-
count for the continued existence of
this paper on any other ground, than
that it has been necessary to the
democracy, and has been sustained b}
them. Its make-up and general ap-
pearance is almost identical with thai
of Mr. Bryvan's Commoner. The I
dependent through the last six vears
of its existence has exhausted its vi-

tality in attacks on mid road pop-
ulists and socialisis. Both of these |
organizations have interfered wich

the successful issue of the disgraceful
surrender of populist leaders in
fucion of 1896, The lndependent has
never exhibitel any affection for th=o
straight populist or the socialist nn-
til the past few weeks, when there has
been a studied effort to please hoth
Jo Parker's mid-road manitesto hos
been published in its columns, and
now we have a bouquet thrown in our
direction as follows:

Here's success to your populist
edition. Mr. Wayland. May it do
a world of good. 1f you can unite
the warring factions in your par-
tyv—and we fail to do so soon—
yvou will get a big share of the
populist vote. But if we quit
fighting among ourselves—and il
begins to look as if we may—the
sseattered  torces of  populism”
will be reformed in line of battle
under our own banner.—Ncbras-
ka Independent,

“We aclknowledge the good will im-
plied in the above articke, but the
clocing lines cannot be permitted fo
pass without comment. Now the edi-
tor knows full well that the neople’s
party can never again become a fac-
tor in the politics of this nation, as a
distinet party organization. The rea-
son is obvious: itz leaders sold
the movement to the democrals in "84
and nane of these men wonld be triast-

0Ont

| ask,

the |

ed again, There is no nse (o argu>
that the logic of the siination mads
it necessary for the nopulists fo nom-
inate Bryvan at St Lonis in 184, for
vou lmow that Mr. Bryan and the |
vopulist leaders arranged months be

fore so that the people’s party wounld
Le. placed in this hwmiliating pesi-

Mr.
1897,

tion. drvan o siated (o the
writer in We eannot hut be dis-
trustfnl of the good intentions ol The
Independent for we know that there
is another deal on foot to arranee an-
olther logie of eventsa.,” And following
this is a harancue about W, R, Hearsi
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which lack of space forbids reproduc-
ing here.

The Appeal purposely misunder-
stands The Independent’s position to-
ward both socialists and mid-roaders,
The Independent has opposed social
ism as preached by The Appeal—bul
it has never had any perscnal attack:
on sincere socialists. 1t has oppose |
mid-roadism, and those honestly be-
lieving in it, because it believed som#
reform is better than none. And i
has attacked the personality of some
mid-roaders because it knew them t5
be dishonest—or, to be more exaci,
it knew them to be dishonest in their
mid-road movement.

The Appeal may be as “distrustfue
of the good intentions of The Inde-
pendent” as it chooses. That is8
matter of indifference to The Ind -
pendent. It is the “only paper of
GENERAL CIRCULATION in the
U'nited States” that still teaches pop-
ulism because it has steadfastly contin-

ned to  teach populism an!
just as steadfasily refused to
yvield to the suggestions of the

ereat advertigsing agencies to chang
its name and become a “farm jour-
nal.” Not a dollar of democratic
money ever helped to keep it alive
except the many dollars for subscrip:
tions received individually from dem-
gcrats. The "ndependent has worked
in harmony with Bryan democrats, b2
cause Bryan democracy is a long step
toward populism or because populism
is real democracyv. Whenever th:
democratic organization shows that it
has forsaken the platforms of 1856
amnd 1900, then The Independent has
done with further fusion or co-opera-
tion.

“Mr. Bryan so stated to the writer
in 1897." What? That he and the
populist leaders had arranged months
before the St. lLouis convention to
place the people's party in a humiliat-
ing position. That is certainly a seri-
ong charge if true—and a damnable
lie if it isn’t. Who is the “writer” to
whom Mr. Bryan stated this astound-
ing thing? Where did he say it to the
writer? The democratic convention
was July 7, 1896, and the populist,
July 22,  1896. BEvidently—if the
“writer” tells the truth—the populist
leaders and Mr. Bryan made all ar-
rangemeni= to have Mr. Bryan nomi-
nated at Chicago.

This hemming and hawing and hint-
ing about leaders selling out the pop-
nlist movement has gone far enongh
without =ome rcasonable proof. ILe
s have it. We may differ as to fun-
damental principles, or as to the best
metnod of securing the
but let us stick to the trith in
making statements of fact., The Inde-
pendent calls upon The Appeal “writ-
er” for a more specific and satisfad
tory statement of what Mr. Bryvan
“slated” to him in 1807 —and unti
that is done, prands the whole thinz
as a malicious lie.

Bricks Without Straw

Editor Independent: Tom Reed said
hefare he died that the people of this
country should be especially happy be-
cause all were employed. 1 do not
aquote hig language. 1 want yon to
inform wvour readers and the world
of something they did not know bhe-
fore, and that is that the Israelites
should also have been extremely hap-
py when Pharaohi had them maling
bricks withont straw, for they cer-
tainly were all employed, and af al-
most as good pay as our present work-
men get, [H. D. ALBRIGHT.

Watsontown, Pa.

Mr. fleorge Kennan, whose writinzs
on Siberia. Coba, and the Martinigue

disaster. have made him known hoth
as a brilliant de=criptive writer and
as a earveful student ol political and

social conditions. has spent much time
recently in stndying the history of
the extraordinary “hold up"” of th:

Hale of Delaware hy Mr. Addicks, In
three articles, the first of which -
pears in the Fehriary maoazine numn

ber of The Outlook, he will tell this
story in all fts deraile.  The record
| of corruption. blac"maitling, and chi
canery as here related has no parallel

i American political history,

Readers of The Independent should
examine the advertisements in its enl-
nmng. It will pay von to read them

and take advantage of the bargaing of-
f“l‘(‘t!.
dent.

Always mention The Indepen-
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PLUTOCRACY IS ORGANIZE

Already Prepared to Conduct the Next National Campaign Along
the Same Old Lines of Deceit and Ridicule.

THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC LEAGUE

Composed of Trust Companies and Their Officials, Bankers and Subsidized
Magazines and Newspapers in All Parts of the Country.

ITS LITERATURE FREE TO E\"ER\’ONE.
This week we publish below the names of some of the mombers and promot-

ers of T'he National Feonomic League taken from one of their letter heads.

The

correspondence originated over some artficles appearing in The Coming Nation, of

Rich Hill, Mo,
money power.

1t shows

Look over the list of officials and their connections.

clearly the methods and thorough organization of the
Do you think

their object in promoting “The National Economic League” is to protet the in-

terests of the plain peopla of the eountry?

Do you want Grover Claveland, trust

attorney and other things, prominent member as he<s, directing the political af-

fairs of this country again?

Ways was.
his.

Ho is hand in glove with the money power and al-

Look over the list and you will find other names as much despised as

The object of The National Economie League and its methods are best told

in the following let er brought to light by The Coming Nation.

The same attacks

and charges that are made in it against The Coming Nation are made against The
Independent and every other publication that dares to assert its independence
and refuses to bow the knee to mammon. Those that money won't buy they will
maliciously misrepresent or destroy by any means possible.

“THE INJURY OF ONE 1S THE CONCERN OF ALL.”

The Independent does not agree with The Coming Nation in many thiogs but
it concedes to its editor and the publishers sincerity of purpose and the right to

publish the truth as they

see it, The man who denies freedom to another cannob

long preserve it for himself.

rfp b - - -

I'he letter from The National Economic League was addressed to the cashier
of a bank in Missouri and was as follows:
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My Drar Sin:—Your interesting letter of January 15th, ad-
dressed to the Hon, 5. B. Dutcher, Treasnrer of the Hn{i&mnl
Economic League and President of the Hamilton Trust ®o . Lias
btevn referred to me. Allow me ta thank you. for Mr. Duteher and
the League, foryour kind interestin the work you are tryingto do.

. lam familiar with the Sociali-t paper called The € ming Na-
tiom, and bava already receivid copies, in which they attack and
ridicale the dational Economie Leagun
~ The National Keanomie Leagie has beencomgpanized hy (hought-
fud, caretul men, good eitizens, fur the erpress purpose of cotn er-
aelipg quch ineendi vy and woreldstic pablieafions as Tha't‘rmn'uu
Nation. The business men of thie countty do not know that there
are th ousands of vile <livets like this that are kept alive by cxcit-
ing the paosions of the working prople

The National Evonomie League believes that the greatest dan-
ger thntthreatens eapital today inall linesof productive industey
romes from=ocialism and elnssdintred, The ntter fesling against
wealth ard industry is goimng grent headway by the inflnence of
the Socia stie press and Yellow Jonrualism, Anti-Trost legisiation
by bath parties and the exncetions of tue Labor Unions,

Conservative men of all professions coneedes thae OUR soeial
and eommercial intercsis aee dn greal danges of being avert hroaoen,

_To connteract these evil influeners which. if not checked, will
bring National disa<er.the National Economic Leagnes hag organ-
iged an imyartinl pon-political movemut, 10 be under the direct
snpervision of representative men in the Manufacturing world
labor Leaders, Commeree, College, Agriculture, Charch Law,
Transportation. Newspapers Magazines, ote. : !
_ Reepgnizing the fact that education is the most potent factor
in overcoming these evils that threaten Capital, the League, na a
partof its pians, will establish a Natinnal « orrsepondence School

Throuel the National Correspondence ?‘*rl-onf, enrallment Ofﬁ:
cers for membership will be established in factories, workshape
mines, mills, ete.. throughont the United Statssz, and hy un Educa'-
tional Correspondence it will be the aim of the Lo ague to teael:
the }vurkm.t:m:m that Socialism and elas--hatred are disastrons to
his interest<, and only by barmony and cooperation belwesn ¢ ap-
ital and Labor can the United States maintain its Commercial
supremncy.

The League will also, nt an early data. issne an illustrated
publication printed in varions langnages, to be devoted to the in-
ves<tigati n. diseu<gion and study of thesa o stions, with the ob-
ject of overcoming the v.eions influcnce of the Socialist press.
(“This i an agre u'i" illustrations, and ]'Ff‘fln'“ﬂ tell a1 #flory to -‘r;);-y
By thew T ") ' P

All yublieations of the League will ba ient fres to the leaders
of thougit. prominent Labor mien, Miuvisters, Employers and
workmen throughout the United - tintes,

The Press Commiltce of the League will send tn newspapers
throughout the conntry these publications aud carefully :srr[.ar;-.l
artic's. Alresdy over 40 important papers bave agreed to pub-
lish same,

i lirongh these sourees the Lieague can rench the massss with
facls and flgares touchin g their interesis, andoprosing ~ocialistic
ideas, to t=ach them that if we are to continue to lead in the
world s industries and keap American Labor and Capital remun-
eratively emploved. it must be throneh the organization of it ass
try into large nnits and directed by the best talant.

Sureely the pffretiveness ol educationnl work waselearly and
foreefully shiown in the National Campaign of 156 when the {ssue
wa= the Gold Standard as against the Silver I6to 1. The margin
of vietory by the Bepublican purty was very small, and it Ijhffl;\?-
Iy csenpoi] defeat

Only by the litaratura that was senl ont by the Repuhlican
party nud auzilliare arganiztions, edueating them to the dangar
in the eleetion of Bryan. was ntry savedd from thiat die-'a—'t;-r.

[ take ploacurn in epclosine a prospectos of the Leagus, which
may give you better infarmation as to ib4 aims and purposes,
a'#0 enclose o partidl Hst of the men prominent in eommereial and

thiecol

professional life, .“}.'. not only emlorse this League anil support it by financial aid, bat have con-
sented to be members of thie Board of Editorial Ase --'inIr_-t,_:u:d will contribute articles on wital
| sneial guestions ¢ [ ihinday, relating partienlarly to Socialism, Capitnl and Labor, the Trasts
. 1

o Operation

Taxation and other toptes which have a bearing upon goold government.

I e Loasgiie In s work 18 supported eotirely by voluntary subseriptions from  public spirited cltizens Tt

Is mot an otganization fur pay or prafit
as printing, postage, clevical assistance, ete,,

atnaunt.
1 enclose subeceription blagks

organtzations and others who belle

All we degire Lo do 48 Lo pay the sctusl and legitimate expenses, such
and the expeoses are kept doan to the vers lowest possible

such as are bheiog GHled out and sent toous by ndividuals, banks, business

ve the work of the League should be sustaloed. 1t woenld be very geatifying




