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0N T0 WASH

Disinhe=ited Labor

A “ORANES" ADVICE T0 WORKING-
MEN.

The Sleek Hypocrites and Robbers who
Misrepresent the People at Washiog-
ton Need a Lesson.

ldeas ot a Radical Reformer,

——

One evening in the spring of 1836 I
made a speech to an sudience which
packed Phutt's hall in 8an Francisco from
the back of the stage to the front dours on
Montgomery street. There were other
speakers early ino the evening. and much
that was Interesting and instructive upon
the Jabor question had been uttered trom
the platform. It will be remembered
that the country was very mu. h upset at
that time over what the plutocratic press
delights to call “labor disturtances.” The
big strike on the Gould roads centering
In St. Louls was the chief “disturbance,”
snd Indignation was rusnlng strong
among the workiogmen and their friends
over the advertisement Gould's represen-
tatives had Inserted in the papers of Bs.

" Loulsand other cities for men to guard

their property “who will shoot to kilL"
Everything was at white heat in railrosd
eenters and seversl strikers had been shot
down by Piokerton thugs In East St
Leuls,

Congress was in session st thetime and
from sll over the land the cry went up for
some kind of action by that body which
would protect the citizens of the country
from the greed and cruelty of the robber
rallroad berons. in my specch on the
evening referred to I called attention to
the indifference of the people’s represen-
tatives st & time when the very exlstence
of order was threatened and when rall-
roa1 magnates had sssumed the power to
control the destiales of whole business
communities and the lives of oppressed
industrinns, I dwelt upon the necessity
of the common people asserting them-
salves at the ballot box and thereby secur-
iog u congress which could be relied upon
to arise to &n emergency such as then
confronted us and to defend the nght of
the people to life, liberty und the pursult
of happlness,

As 1 paused In my remarks to wipe the
perspiration from my face & tall, middle
aged man, who looked like an lnteiligent,
quiet mechanle, arose from his place
near the middle of the lower floor snd
inquired if he might say something., Of
course 1 assented, and then he ssid as
nearly as I can remember: “All you say
about the duty the people owe fo them-
selves as voters s oll right, and I hope
that another election day will find the
workingmen of this country glving evi-
.dence that they have learned some sense,
but the present situation ls imminent—it
will not wait for election day 1o creep
arcund. What shall we donow? Give us
a practical suggestion for immed ate ap-
plication. The present cosgress I8 com-
posed of our servants, How can we com-
pell them to do their duty? How can we
arouse them from the stupor into which
they have apparently been lulled by the
drugs administered by plutocracy?"

I recall today the reply I made to that
man’s impassioned inquiry more than
seven years ago because it sppears to me
to contain the advice I would give now if
& body of esrnest workingmer should ap-
peal to me. [ sald to my California
friend: *“Go out fromm here and construct
a transparency and paint upon it in bold
fetters the words, ‘On to Washington !
Tomorrow morning at sunrise start down
Market street, with your face et toward
the rising sun, and call upon the idle and
starving workingmen to fall in behind
you. Crossthe ferry, then on over the
plains, the mountsins, the valleys, the
hills and the rivers that lie between hero
and the nation's capital, gathering the
hosts of the plundered a8 you go, pausing
pot unnecessarily until you stacd with the
millions around you 41 the doors of the
magoificent plle within whese walls slt
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This Bhould be the Ballyiog Cry of
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time and pext spriog. Mills, mines aund

the rangs of the oearly 2000000 sho
were thea out of work, and the exd is not
yet. The majority of those concerns
which continue operations de so by short,
ening time or reducing wages.

factory owner and his operatives. The
old trades anion plans of compelling fair
wages and just conditions from the em-
ployer will not svall pow. Generlly
speaking, employers are in as tight a box
a8 the laborers are. It Is true they are
not in any immediste danger of starving
or of being turped into the streets. But
we must be just in our conclusions, and
If we are we will admit that with some
exceptions manufacturers cannot contiove
business under the arrongements which
were In force six mooths ago. “Busi-
ness is dead,” said a traveling man to me
the other day. “In ten days' travel over
what has up to now been & good territory
I dld not sel]l enough goods to pay my
trangportation and hotel bills.” When
asked why this was so, he sald merchants
were not buying becsuse they had not
been able to sell the stocks they put in
three months ago and that the prospects
around them look very black.

Here, then, is the situstion: The stores
and warehouses are full of menufactured
articles, and the granaries are full of food,
but the consumers are without the meaus
to purchase more than envugh fer bare
aubsistence, und so further productlon
means tothose who are still holding on
only more accumulations. Plants and
stocks are mortgaged, just aa farms and
houses are fettered. Wealth bas (o
creased during recent yeara at an abnor-
mal rate, T.ere Is plenty in the country,
and the sources are inexlhaustible with
industry sapplied. Yet hunger, starva-
tion, «gare-the millions In the face, and
the future is as black as s starless mid-
night, Why stould this anomalous sit-
uation confront us? Here you have the
question to which many answers are
glven, but there can be but uue correct
apswer, Poverty exlsts with the ma-
jority because the wealth created by
organized soclety is owned or controlled
by the minority. That is all there 15 tolt.

He who denles that truth sets himself
down knave or fool. [t 1s when we come
to conslder how a few became possessed
of the resulte of the joint efforts of all
that men honestly differ In thelr opin-
ions. And again there is & common
ground upon which nearly all can meet.
+*All honest and iotelligent men will agree
that, generally speaking, the conditions
which sarround us are the result of leg-
isla'ion. 1 do not mean to say that
every case of poverty ls dlrectly trace-
able to the enactments of congress and
the legislatures, but I do clalm and can
prove that every milllonalrein this coun-
try is s0 because of the protectivn thrown
around his operations by man wmade laws,
There are those who will admit the truth
of that assertion, but will argue that the
laws are just and afford equal opportnni-
tles to all, This I deny emphatically,
but I will admit that there are some hon-
eat people who are sllly enough to De-
lleve that it Is mainly true,

The dally press and “leading fipanclers
aod business men” agree at this time
that our present eondition ia the result of
legislation ‘and that succor can come only
through congressional action, These
plutocrats take only u superficial view of
the situation and see only the “disturb-
ance to businets,” but they teethe power
of legislativn. Those who see below the
surfece and witness the misery of the
masses accept the remedy, but demsnd
that the patient receive more than home-
opathic doses, Here, then, is the situa-
tlon: Congress, which is In session, has
the power to give us rellef and o start us
on the highroad to recovery. 1f the plu-
tocratic editors and business men dictate
the action, 1t will be trivial and the result
doubtful. If Wall street and the eastern
press have their way, it wiil mean disas-
ter and death to our hopes of a brighter |
future, Should the volee of the common
people, the natlon’s producers, be heard
ip the halls of congress, there are brighter
days ahead

It is no longer & struggle between the |

duty for them

|ATé e robled. Toey musl ol rast
ehelr case to the hands of the robbers,
““What does all this nopsense smount
| " [ think 1 hear some well-fed office
| holding labor politician say. Itls not
| nonsense, but the most logleal saggestion
I can think of to follow up what you fel-
lows have been telliog us [or years.
When we have sald that Jabor must cut
loose from the ¢ld parties and make
{a party of its own and put It in
power if it hoped to secure justice in the
balls of legisiation, you fellows have
eaid: “No; that is impracticable as well

remainiog in the balance of power.
Then we can dictate what legislation we
want and get it.” Now, I propase that
we fi:d out If there Is any truth in what
you have said. We pever before had a
congress ora president that was so gen-
erally credited as the result of “lsbor's
uprising at the polis.” Let ussee il the
voice of labor can be beard by that con-
gress and that president over the hissing
of the usurious reptile. The power ls
seated now ln Washington. No qulbbling
ever schedules and “parities” will fill the
blll, and cangress knows it—If It knows
enough to bold its job. Let It know that
labor means business, and we shall see
what we shall see.

It looks as if unemployed, hungry labor
intultively knew fn what direction to look
for help. 1t les framping toward the east,
From the closed mines aad unprofitable
fislds of the west it Is coming like &
stormcloud, gathering strength us It
travels. Would it be unfit it it shovld
settle around upon the lawn which en-
compusses the capital bullding? Where
would they sleep and what would they
ent? younsk. Wheredo they slesp now?
By the roadside, in sheds, in empty box
cars and under haystacks. Whatdo they
et mow? Whatthe good hearted people
on their line of merch give them. We
are told that the governmen! vaulls are
full of silyer dollars, They are sald to be
despised (by finaaclers, I suppose), but
there are millioos of farmers who will
exchange breadstuffs and other life-sus-
taining articles for these dollars, and [
haven't heard my butcher and grocery-
man refuse to accept one In exchange for
wores, The poor and needy who gather
in Washington wmight take the hosrded
dollags to buy food and clothlng and then
use the empty vaults for sleeping ro.l
Glve them the money? Oh,no! Do.'t
glve the poor, starving wretches anything.
Make them work for what they recelve,
Put them to making roads, building dikes,
anythiog, bnt don' let them starve—and
don't make fiends of them.

It ien't 8 new experience to me to be
called a “crank” and a ‘‘demagogue,”
and I anticipate the recoption many will
glve this letter by saying right here that]
don’t care & continental what you call me,
sud I say further that the workingman
who refuses tu foln a movement to de
mand full and exact justice from the eon-
gress now in sessfon, snd failing to re-
celve it continues to wesr the collar of
either the democratic or republican party,
is & fool and desefves to get the woest of
It clear to the end of the game. Igonor
ance may have answered as an excuse for
you so far, out if you are outside ol a
lunatic ssylum now It Is elther on to the
poorhouse or on to Wshington.

Josern R. BUCHANAN,

A Plea for the Unemployed.

At the mass .xeeting held Thursday
pight at the court house to give expres-
sion to the geperul sentiment of approval
of Hon, W. J. Biyan's magnificent speech
in congress dellvered against the uncon
ditional repeal of the Sherman law, the
following memorial was unanimously
adopted:

Councll of the City of Lincoln--Gentle-
men:

Wherens, During the present financial
crisis it has become npg;&nt that u very
large number of the laboring population
of the city of Lincoln are without em-
ployment: and

Wheregs, 1f the presentcondition con-
tinues for any considerable length of
time many «f the-e men and their fam}-
lies will be destitute and in want:

Now, then, is the opportunly of the
hosts of labor. “On to Washington!"|

| should be thecry. You cannot all go In

We wonld respectfully petition your
houorble body

I To vedies the houra of labor of the
employes of the city 1o eight hours per

the traitors and dawdlers who have turun.-dl person, Thensend your representatives, | day, thus giviog employment to an sddi-

deaf ears to your appeals for rellef. Tell
them that in the name of milllons who
Lhave been robbed of thelr birthrights, the
enforced ldlers who are begeing for an
opportunity to work and to obtaln justioe.
the women snd children who are orying
for bread, by the blood ot those who have
been butchered by the minions of plutocs

racy st East 8t. Louls, by all these and |

i tho mame of every wrong suffered by
the disinberited of this our opce falr land
you demand lmmediate notlon upon the
part of your congress looking to substan
tial relief. And lev them not go forth
from that bulldiug wnull they bave given
you some show of Justios 1"

This, | may, Is substantially the advice
| have to offer the workingmen of the
country today, You may take |t Bgum
tively or lterslly, but that It contalns the
germ of the tree remedy for the awful
gonditions wh!ch surround and confront
you 1 The situatlon In
wlioh the common people of the country
i manv
{ 1)
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fnil themeeiven [inced o
w 1han

Uy
times more ‘ot that
sV lginee 18T have the sursiad e

Porewho live by thelr labor een o
arplorable, sod wun'es &l slges fall sven

that hare yoar w il be esclipead by what

(as many as can and wlil go.

feeling in thelr hear's but hope, lLet

[ them say to eongress and the president

“All ngree that you have ithe power |

You assmne the knowledge. We ar, not

{ here to argue about detally—we leave you

to decide—but you must decide qulekly

and correctly,  We have taken & leaf out
| of the book of cur Belglan nrothers, aad

[ we aliall expect you 89 glve us Jastlos.”

[ ""Wall street, the Hothsehllds, Euglhh
money bags and the creditor class gons
ally will be pepresented ot Waskington

| They never wlas But It might

#0 happen tha! the novelly of iabor belng

y v alon

thers wotild make 1t the honoped guest
of Whe nation, and comngress wight fnd
Ume o isten Lo |ta Peeg sl ] Weinne

| modd press have been 'elling us for months
sesslun of
| eougress 1o devlse ways W ne
farmers and woriglogmen” | he farmers
| amd wageworkees sci pardon if they feel
| compelisd o put aose hut hopest pes

il guard aud henew reluse to allow e

‘" Al Lhete Diusl Le sjecia.

ot owy

Let them |
gather by the thousands av the nation's |
capital, bearing nothing in thelr handa
but the credentiols of the oppressed mil- | ploy human beings to do the work o
llous, with no horsler words in thelr |

mouths than thoss of petition, with nol

tlonal number of men, without additional
vxpense th the clty.

2. To dispenso with the service of the
sireet sweepers and  gradeys, and em-

these labor saving machines,
I, L. Lewnrox, Chalrimer,
JW.Jonbax,
0. W, CRoMWELL,
J. W Vouax,
H. M. REEVES,
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HOT SPRINGS, SOUTH DAKOTA, CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW,
The Invalid’s Mecoa—The Tourist's| The other day, inspeaking of the im-

proved facilities for luxurious travel 1n
this country says:

““We are abandoning the old system

sit Hot Springs, and f“"l’h“ﬂl the cars with kerosene

amps, and more thaa hall the coachea
have already been equipped with the
most iImproved and the safest system of

lighting known in country or
Europe. With the new Pintsch lamps
there can be no possibility of d

from explosion or otherwise, as
apparstus ls all out side and under the
onr, and in the event of mishap, the
fixtures become detached and the ges
escapes Into the air”

Tha brilliant Fintsob ligh, the finest
onr Hluminant in exlstence, now in use
on the Unlon Pacific System fulfilla all
the requisite conditions so  happily
noted by Mr, Depaw, y
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