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- = [
- |
’I

FEDERAL  OWNERSHIP.

Disoussed in the Arems by sn Eminent The last postmaster general's
| states that while, owing to the cost of

Bouthern Judge.

TELEGRAPRE AND TELEPHONES

Are Properly Parta of our Postal System.

Congress Urged to Take Action.

Reasons, Facts and Figures.

(By Honorable Walter Clark,

& supreme court of No|

In!mlh:
was provided that “Congress
have power to establish post
s and postroads.” Thie bas slways

the power, but imposing the duty of es
tablisbing and malntaining an sdequate
and eficient postal service for the coun-
try, and 10 that end adopting the means

snd the progress of

% 10 the employment of the meth-
ods or the facilities which were In use st
the time of the adoption of the constitu-
tion,

When cheaper postage snd & uniform
rate were demonstrated to be advantag-
©0us by the example of the English post-
office under Bir Rowland HIIl, congres
promptly applied the same In our own
postal service, [n like manner followed
the use of postage stamps, the introduc-
tion of free delivery lnto cities, the adop-
tion of the money order system, the lssu-
soce of postal notes, and many other Im-
provements In the handling and distribu.
tion of the malls. None of these were
dreamed of by the framers of the consti-
tutlon. ‘They were detalls wisely left to
be worked out by the progress and latel-
ligenoeof succesding generations. When
our postoffice was first insugurated, malls
wete carrled on horseback or,ln s few
instances, by mall coaches. When steam
was introduced, the postofilce promptly
avalled fltself of the new agemcy, In
fact every appliance snd every lmprove-
ment to facilitate the social and business
Interoourse of the public has been lald
haiide on, aud been made subservient to

ment has been forced to stand still In the
presence of the agency which is most
especially adapted for that purpose, and,
after having avalled Itself of the potent
onergies of steam, hasrefralned from the
use of the more potent agency of elec-
tricity, s well kunown to sll men. The
telegraph and the telsphone are the post
of the rapldly advancing sod vear at
hand tweatleth century; and It may be
well to conslder why the postoffice de-
pariment has not adopted them, and why

It has not falled to adopl them because
it is uncoustitutional to doso, That Is
too plaln for argument. It would be
easy to fill pages with citations of legal
authorities showlng its comstitutionality.
Indoed, it could be better sald, that It {s
unegnstitutionsl for the government not
to adopt them for the purpose of giving
tho people the best aud cheapest and
speediest postal facllitles which the most
impeoved methods known to solence oan
afford. The clause of the constitution (s
understood to be mandatory upon the oa-
tional government to establish and wmain-
tala a proper posial service, since, In the
face of that provision, nelther states mor
private companies cun do so. Besides,
the first telegraph established was In fact
& part of our postoffice; and its continu-
ance as such, at & time when the govern-
ment was In the hands of striet gonstruc-
tlonista, was recommended by Hon. Cave
Johason, the then post master general.
This wise recommendation was not ao-
ceded to, simply because congress, not
foreseeing the value and importance of
the invention, deemed the price asked 1
the lnventor too great,and Inan evil honr
permitted this agency to pasa lato private
shande.  The public interests, the popular
‘will, and the comstitutional provision all
allke pequire |ts restoration to its orlglnal
fumetion as a part of an enlightensd and
progressive postal service,

Hor oan it be sald that it would be an
expariment. KEvery clvillzed ocountry,
with the sole exceptlon of ours, has
loag since made the tolegraph a part of
its postal service, and inall it bas worked

constitution It

immdn not only conferring
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| wires are [nexpensive

te rallroads, steambosts and star routes

- and sepds letters across the confinest at
' 2 cemts, and around the world for § cents.

heavy packages and matt-r carried free,

|on the carrisge of letters there Is & net
revenue anouslly of $36,000,000. Nhy,
then, Is it chimerical to say that messages
sent by wire, st the cost of a few chesp
chemicals and no freight to be .pald,

sage of ten words?
!t may be-poted that the telephone
patett-expires next March. Now Is the
time for congress to adopt It for the
postofice, and establish & telephone at
every country postoffice. The advantages
to the rural population would be mani-
fold. Physicians could be summoned
promptly for the sick. Witnesses and
cthers summoned to court could be noti-
fied what day or hour to attend, and be
saved useless hours hangiog around the
county eourt house,. A message to the
nearest rallway station would ascertaln
whether expectad fraight had come, and
the farmer would be saved & needless
trip of his wagon ouer bad roads. News
of approachlng frosts could be promptly
distributed through the country districts,
snd maay & valusble crop saved. These
may seem - homely purposes to dwellers
in glties, but they will deprive country
life of some of (s drawbacks, and be a
boon to & portion uf our population who
clalm that they bear their full share of
the burdens of government and recelve
less than thelr share of Its benefits. It
comes, too, at & time when they are dis-
posed to assert and malntalo thelr right
to be better considered In the distribu-
tlon of the advantages of governmental
favor, For this service It might well be
provided that for telephonic messages
within the county or for a distance less
then fifty miles, the charge would be only
2 cents. A system gimilar to this now
prevalls In Austris snd some other coun-
trles. The postmaster could very easlly
keep his accounts, elther by the use of
stamps, or by the use of mickel-in the-
slot attechment to the Instrument, If
the telephone Is not now adopted by gov-
ernment, some gigantle corporation, some
vaat syndicate, will be sure to utllize it;
and when hereafter government shall be
forced to take it up for the public service,
congress will be walved off, as trespas-
sing upon private and vested rights, as
Is already the case with the telegraph.
The use of the telephone would deprive
of validity the omly arguments of any
welght which have ever been used
agalnst the adoptionof the telegraph by
the postoffice. These Arguments are :
1, That the telegraph would be used
by 5,000,000 of people and the other 57,
000,000 would have to pay for it, Aslde
from the fact that the telegraph here, ns
In England and elsewhere, when used by
the postofiice, and placed at & moderate
uniform rate, would pay a profit, we have
the additional fact that by the adoption
of the telephone at country postofiices,
the rural masses would be users of the
new agensy of Intercommunication s
well a3 the business men of the cities,
2, It is urged that the number of em-
ployes of the goverament would be vastly
Increased, This argument, too, loses any
force, If it has any, by the addition of the
telephone. For all dlstances under 200
miles, the telephone can be employed,
and the preeent postmasters can of course
use them, A few telegraph centers—
one or two for each state—could be es-
tablished, to whichall long-dlstance mes-
sage s would be sent,to be there dls-
patched by talegraph. At these centers
there would be a staff, more or less large,
of operators; but the civil-service rules
would apply, as they already do, to the
same postofiices. The annual Increase
in the number of postmasters and post-
office employes, by reason of the in-
creased service, I8 from 8,000 to 5,000,
For the reasons above given, it may be
doubted if the addition of the telegraph
and the telepnone to the postofiice will
add more than the present natural in-
Clumse of one year, Betides, thls In-
crease will be at centors, and will be al-
together of clvil-service appolntees and
non-partisan,
3. The argument as to the expense of
delivering messages would glso bo de-
stroyed by the use of telophones, since 1n
country districts the message would sim-
ply go to the postottice; and In towns and
their suburbs the universality of private
telephoues, which will come Into general
use 00 the expiration of the telephone
patent, would make It easy to deliver
messagos; besides, government could and
would have numeroustelephone sub post-

.| offices In every place of size,

The Western Unlon and 1ts champlons
always adroltly couple opposition to gov-
ernmental ownership of telegraphs with
I vwnenhip of rellroads. This s to
avall themenives of the strong opposh
thoo, sad the forceful ressons which cas
be given, against the laMer messure.
Hut the vwo messurss bhave nothing

Where, then, s
the cost? The governmeot jays frelght

report

there 1s & deficlency in the postoflice, yet

would not pay a profit at § canls Per mes-

doubt that here, 85 In Eogland. & vast

the average profit W0 Lha company was
4l cents 0n omch mewsage. He clalms

sastiafactorlly done as gt present, snd
postage would be as bigh as telegraphing
I« now,

Whatever the demerits or merits of the
ery ralsed in some quarters for govern-
ment ownership of rallroads, It
coonection with this matter. If railroads
were used solely for the purpose of trans
mitting of masll matter, the case would be
parallel, snd government could take
chuzge of them under the power to estab-
ikh post roads. But rallroads are used
mostly for conveyance of passengers and

they can be used for mall purpotes, gov-
ernment does take charge of them, and
asserts Its exclusive right.
sre ever taken over by the govern-
ment, It must be on some other
ground than as post roads, for in that
capacity they are in goverument em-
ploy siready, Itis probable that pub-
lic needs wlll require astricter and
closer gontrol snd supervision of rail-
roads than heretofore: but as to the
telegraph and telephon:, from their
very nature, they should be exclusively
used by the natlonal government for
the cheap, speedy, and rellable ex-
change of communication between the
people,

This will not prevent railreads from
having thelr own telegraph lines for
thelr own business, nor forbid telephone
exchanges In cities and towns, As now
pereons and corporations can send thelr
own messenger?, 80 they can send tele-
grams snd telephonic messages on their
own business by their own wires. The
prohibition wlill extend, as is now the
case, only to the sending of mall or
messages for others.

The public demand in this direction
for adoption of these, the cheapest and
speediest means of intercommunication
by the government, is beyond question.
It can be ascertained by conversation
in aoy gathering where the subject is
discussed. The farmers' alllance has
adopted the messure as one of its “'de-
mands.” The boards of trade of New
York, Philadelphla, Plttsburg, Balti-
more, Clacinnatl, San Francisco, Chi-
cago, Detroit, Milwaukee, St. Paul and
numerous other clties have petitioned |
for It. The yast majority of the press,
wherever they haye taken sides, have
favored it. A messure so feaslble, so
needed, so much desired by the public
and demanded by the wants of the age,
hes & powerful opponent, though In-
deed we may say but one; for the West-
ers Unlon Company, after having
crustied out or bought off all its oppon-
ents except the Postal Telegraph Com-
pany (se called), has arrangements with
it by which rates are te be maintained,
It may be well, therefore, to examine
into some of the reasons which Impel
that gigantic corporation to put forth
efforts so powerful, that up to the pres-
ent time it bas throttled the popular
will and defled the progressive spirit
of the times. The capital stock of that
company In 1858 was $358,700. It de-
clared stock dividends between 1858
and 1866 —elght vears—of #17,810,146,
and added only 81,837,050 for new llaes,
making its capital July 1, 1866, $20,-
133,800, nine-tenths of which was water,
One year from that date it coolly
doubled fts capital by making it $40,-|
568,300. The largest dividend up to
1874 io any one year was 414 per cant,
For a perlod of seven years, it8 divi-
dends averaged 100 per cent a year on
its average caplital. Atone time It dis-
tributed $10.000,080 of stock to its share-
holders. Its capital stock now, by vir:
tue of successive waterings, 1s nearly
$100,000,000, and on that sum it pays
dividends that make It one of the best
paying investments in the country.
Every Investment of $1,000 in 1858, in
the Western Union Telegraph stock,
will have received up to last Septem-
ber 880,000 in stock dividends and cash
dividends of 100,000, or un average of
300 per cent dividends per year. It has
realized $100,000.000 of nef profits in
twenty-five years by its high charges.
These figures are uncontroverted state-
ments made to the committee of the
Inst congress before whom that com-
pany was represented by its president,
its able array of counsel, and numerous
lobbylsts, and when it was opposing &
measure in favor of a limited adoption
of the telegraph by the postoffise.

After this showing, can there be at-
tachod any welght to the argumenis
of (s newspapers and attorneys. or any
doubt of the noed by the public of a
govermental telegraph? [f at the pres
ent high rates, there has been »0 great
and enormous & profit. ean thete be any

ly lnoreased business and a still larger
profit would follow the taking over of
the telograph by the postofice. with
the conourrent establishment of reason:
able retes.

Thoe president of the Western Unlon,
Dr. Norvin Green stated that in 1860

bas no !

freight, which is foreign to the purposes
of s postofiice; and to the extent that|

I railroads

siiver. I belleve in It, and never change

whatever ln oomunon.  Uovernment own-
ership of telographs and wlephones ls
within the constitutional provislua, and
does nol convern the extenslon of gov
ernmenial authority W new subject may
ter, bul ls the slmple sdoption of proper
faollitlen for the postal service commen-
supsie with the progress of lavention,
No srgumest oan be used agalnst b
which would aol be equally valld agalast
the miminlstration ol the pwtoMop itseli
by the government. Yol we way well

1hal the average profit oo vach message
now ls only T4 centa, and he shows that
the number of messages (o the last
twenly yoars has inoreased nuarly nlne-
fold—from o 400000 (n 185 0 54, 100 -
000, lo 1855, 17 this be true & 10 the
Profit. yut (4 shows that & large redue
tiew (n governmental hamd: s ablll pos

of mossages would e an linmediale
ORI U
As haw boen woll sald, O all the mo-

sible, and & vast (noresss |n the swnber | ¥

|trolled by one mao. is the worst and
most dsngerous of them all
looger safe or expedient 1o entrust in-
to tke hands of one overpowering mo-
nopoly the telegraph business of this
country. Itls a power, that not only
can be used, but has been perveried,
for purposes hostile to the best inter-
ests of the people. The markets of the
country, its finances, and its commer-
clal interests to s0 large an extent de-
pend upon the hobest and honorable
administration of the company, that
the peopls are not in & mood to repose
a trust of this kind any longer, without
| competition, in the hands of a stock-
jobbing corporation.”

The proposition for the government
llowneuhlp of the telegraph and tele-
| phone will come up with renewed em-
phasis before each congress. Like
'Bu:quou ghost, it is a question which

‘will not down.” It is just and right
that the public demand should be
granted; and such demands, like free-
’dom'o battle, once begun, ‘‘though

baffled oft,” we know, ‘‘are ever won.”

| Itis an sanomaly which cannot last,
' that we should strain every merve and
| Increase expenditure to save one or two
hours in the rapid carringe or delivery
of malls, when by s single ensctment
of gongress sll mhwpuqmn
the hotly sought expedition could be
delivered almost instantly by the use
of electricity, and st the rate, say, of
five cents per message.

Has not the public cause to desire
this measure as surely as the present
monopoly has reason for the earmest
and persistent fight It has made for so
many years against it?

AMONG OUR EXCHANGES.

Hereafter when the democratic
ldopu & natlonal platform it lhoulr:ds
the proviso—'"If successful In the next
election this phllnrm to be null and
vold."—Indlanapolis Journal,

It commences to look as if the con-
spirators had gone a step toofar In sus-
rendlng coinage in India. A reaction

about to take place. The schemes of
the gold buga are beceming so appar
ent now, that & wayfaring mnn though
& fool can read them as he runs —Inde-
pendent American,

Demncracy 18 all tern up in this state
over the distribution of the ofices,
and about the only way out of the woods
for the 'lost sheep” Is w0 commence at
onece and follow ln the paths of the good
shepherd populist. Such paths lend to
the best store house of political clubs
on earth with which tokro 1 the common
enfmy. The latch string is out Brother
Calhoun and Casper. Detter come in.
—Ulysses Dispatch.

The oheerfal intelligence comes from
Lincoln that the stockholders of the de-
fubet Capital National baok will refuse
to pay the assessment ordered by the
comptroller of the currency. The
ple of Lincoln will hardly express tgoo’-.
admiration for a clase of citizens who
refuss to live up to their moral and
legal obligations simply because the
state of Nebraska happens to be one of
their principal ereditors.—Bee,

There is no doubt that the same con-
nection which has made the principle
of the Granger cases an integral part of
our law and has forced all perties to ad-
mit the right of state and nation to
regulate corporate control of transpor-
tation will ind & way to restriot the
power of capitalistie combines of every
sort and character, and relleve our
clyllization of the peril of a feudalism
based on woalth.—Alblon W. Tourgee.

John-jingles, the iridescent ex-states-
man of Kansas, in & recently published
article says that the inter-state com-
merce and the anti-trust laws were
almed at the great corporations but
‘‘they missed the capitalist, the corpo-
ration, the employer and the million-
aire” and floored the laborer. Consider-
ing the fact that John Sherman and
Shelby M. Cullon did the‘‘alming” the
result is not at all surprising.—Chicago
Sentiuel.

Nebraska's new senator addressed an
enormous crowd at Lincoln Wednesday,
and captured the whole crowd. Where-
ever he goes the people turn out In
droves, and the pure populist doctrine
he preaches, in that calm, convincing
way of bls makes a convert of almost
every man who hears him. Senator
Allen will live in history along with
Webster, Jefferson and other men who
loved thelr country.—Nonconformist.

This is n cheerful gleam of sllver sun-
lhlna from Arkansas just now. A Liitle
:n:rwhl to the Louisville Courier-
Jou uotes Senator Jones and Berry
of Arlmuu a8 deflant and brave In
their opposition to unconditional repeal.
Senator Jones declares that ‘‘the
ent monay strl has been created

by Wall street e of de-
monetizl Inr " Senator Berry sald:
“I voted times for free colnage of

my notlon, 1 think when the Sherman
law (s repealed something else should
bo substituted that looks more toward [ who

free sliver than It does.” These brave

words sh be commended W

Mills and of s It might
L 4

balleve that I the mall were handied by | napolies the telegraph sysham of this

he sme monapoly, It would wot be el oouniry substartially owaed and con- |
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Holstein : Cattle!

A few EXTRA GOOD September P
and a No. | butter bred b’:xll ye:ruln’:'

—registered—for sale. Prices right.
H. S. Williamson,
Beaver City, - - NEs.
A . o >, The *‘ Acme?’’
NATIONAL . . HAND - POTATO - PLANYER.

% BUSINESS COLLEGE,

Y.M. ¥ A Bupo, KA!!A.ICI“ Mo.
WORKS PERFECTLY IN

CLAY, GRAVEL
or SANDY SOIL
SOD or NEW GROUND.

Most Practiceal Btuln- College in the
Meoping haEogripny Storiiand
- "-‘l’flli

E.l-nf Thires lessc t{'u Sand for
oll.r BPECIAL BL'IIER OFFER.

aF

BUY "DIRECT FROM FACTORY" BEST

MIXED Paints.

1] “m.un.: PRICES, Delivered Free.
For Houses, Barus, Roofs, all colors, & BAVE
lkldlanan‘l wn‘llu In use 51 ye

nge & l"nrm.en Alllance. I..ow
Write for sampies
Plymouth 8t., Brook-

1

Plants at any and uniform depth In
Moist Soii.

Makes holes, drop- and covers at ome
operation,

NO STOOPING,
W===NO BACKACHE

One Man™
PLANTS TWO ACRES A
DAY,

The Potato Planter Co,,

Traverse City, Mich,

" PANIS

3  And Upward

BI0

‘““THE HANDY” FORCE PUMP.

4
5

For spraying trees, uuhum wmdowa llu

BESTREEEEEGE  moew.
mt ?l‘!:;‘mo: ;«;mallarr: em' :ltl;;pfl‘;r-[ 1;::1& Wear 11¥0 iron.
with a varlatr of quick-selling household artl- N ever rip.
Ry ARSI Send for samples and rules for self-meas-
GH"LE. SCHULTHEISS, urement.
Oounoll llum lowl.
- — LINCOLN PANTS (0.,
llnka Your Own Bitters! 1223 O 2treet

On recelptof 30 cents, U, 8. stam
send to any address one package Steketee's
Dry Bitwers, Ope gu-imun- makes one gallon
best tonle known. Cures stomach and kidney
diseasss. Now Is the time to use bitters for
the blood and stomach. Send (i, G. Steketes,
of Grand Raplds, Michigan, 30 cents, U, S,
stamps. and we guarantee that he will send at
once, [For sile by druggists.

, 1 will

SI. JOSEPH BUGGY CO.

Bt. Joseph Buggy Co, Carriagesand

!glaa at Lowest prices. Catalague

Er{ue list free. 6th and Messanie
t. Joe, Mo.

CASTOR, ®res,

Ww. 8. LINGE, Seey.
, ROUSE, \?mrm

. W,
P A. GREENAMYRE, Tress.

J
J. E.E. MOTT, 8TATE AGENT.

THE FARMERS MUTUAL INSORANCE GO

NEBRASKA.
INSURES ONLY FARM PROPERTY

ARMERS, we invite your attention to the Farmers’ Mutual Insurance
@ Company of Nebrasks, If you are in want of Insurance you can not
afford to insure in any other company, and if you do not want insurance
now, write and get a copy of our By -laws and Constitutien and learn what we
are doing anyway,
Remembef we are for Farmers only.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE,
Room 407 Braee Building.

LINOOLN NEB

HILL'S (‘HMIIDBOF GOI.D‘I"IBI..
will completely destroy the Mn r'lhblom

Inmy l‘orm In from 3 w § days.
ns, Cuuse no sickness, md may hl
wnlnncunuf ten or Coffes, without the
nowledge of the patient, who whi \rntuutu'll,I
mp&muk ing or Chewing In » few days

0 S "-.:m.?:.!‘ B cdﬁ”

THE omo CHEMICAL
by mail A-m—}n,u.ul“ nmuﬁ'i‘.

JOHN B. WRIGHT, Pres. T.E SANDERS, V.Pres. J. H. M'CLAY, Cashier
T H E ...............................

Columbla Natlonal Bank

+ OF LINOOLN., NEBRASKA. - - -

OAPI’I‘AL fBQBo,ooo ‘00,

————————

PILES, FISTULA,

and all ether Dissases of the Rectum cured by Drs. Thornton & Minor, Kanasa
mul s ew We
! doctors

Ia ond will m-
names of hund l'llum . mmu -y

0. 10 Went Ninth Nirest. Rooms 3t ::.'Ilurdaw Widg

When in Doubt

“TI’V
The

Burlington.”

part of thelr fes In advance, even & Dule
Sand for clroular

FRANCIAS, A.C ZIRMER,
Qenersl Possonge Agear, City Pessenge Agent,
Omeha. Licaln




