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The Penitertiary Convict Lease System of [this inhuman trestment by neglect or

Tennessos,

THE BARBARITY OF BARBARITIES.

Extracts From the Report of a Legisla.
tive Investigating Committee—A Sys-
tems a Thousand Times Worse Thar
It is Generally Believed to Be.

Now, that attention is being calied to
the evils of the convict lssse system Lere
o our own state, it may be of interest 1o
see its workings in other states in order
that we may see to what brutal depths
men's greed will descend, und what the
oatural tendency of the system is under
favoring circumstances, The following
extracts sre given from the penitentiary
Investigation committee to the Tennessee
general asgembly, March 4, 1803, 'The
convicta of the state (Tenn ) are held un-
der a lewse made by the state to the
Tennessee Conl, Ircn and Railrosd com
pany, sud by this company and Its sub-
lesses are held and distributed st six dif-
ferent mining stations, as follows: Coal
Creex, Oliver Springs, [uman, Tracy
City, Main Prison, Morrow Farm. The
report mude by this committes should
cause an lmmediste cessatlon of lllostrated
magazine articles and lectures on the
miseries of Siberinun exiles and the hor-
rors of foreign prisnns, for il any state of
affalrs worse than here depicted exlsts it
can only be in hell itself,

At Coal Creck,the committee found:
“The location badly located for sanitary
reasons,” its location being in close prox-
imity to the mines—to obtuin the most
work from the convicts,

“The bedding was fitting to s degree;
changes were made every three or four
months, most of it once or twice a yeur—
she Jook of things Indlcated the latter
flgure—the convicts had no changs of
elothing but slept two In & bed naked or
in the clothes thev worked In; the beds
were without sheets or plllows aud were
covered with grease, grime and coal dust,
'The convicts were furnished with the
usual sults and shoes, but no drawers,
night shirts or spcks, as required by law,
notwithstanding the bitter cold weather.
we hove had this winter. The clothing
was wash'id once & week and then glven
out Indlscriminately, no man getting the
clothing he had worn bafore; many of the
prisoners were afllicted with running,
syphilitic sores, and the medical report
on this custom fs that it is & most dan:
gerous, disgustiug and oulrageous prac
Hoe. The snime methods, we regret to say,
prevall in all the prisons.

“Our conclusions as to their fead were
#®ormed from what we saw, the convicts
tstimony und the testimony of the stew-
ard and his bosks, From this we figured
that the convicts were fed ut a costto
Mr. Chumbly of 1015 or 11 cents per day,
or, say 814 to 4 cents per meal, We wish
to condemn as a peily meanness and eru
elty, probubly originnting in grasplng
greed, the compelling of prisoners (o
carry 1o thelr haods through the dirt, grit,
water and emoke of the mines their sod-
den piece of corn bread and fat ment
which constitutes their only dinner. The
committee was informed by the Inspector
that the mine was in & dangerous condi-
tion from gas and water, and he predicts
a terrible loss of life I it continues to be
worked In Its present condition,”

The committes found that the method
of punighment In use In this Institution
a8 In the other prisons, was to lay the
convict flut on his stomach und whip him
on his naked back with & heavy leathern
strip sttached to a stick handle, the pum-
ber of ieks varies from ten to sixty, and
those were given sometimes with one
hand and sometimes with both hands of
o stalwart guard. This punisl ment is In-
flicted for all breackes of ruies and for
fallure to do the task assigned, which at
this mine is apout four tons of coal a day.

We believe that the diet furnished them
is Insuflicienut to keep up the strength to
do the work., ‘I'he committee found
many brutal and degradiog vices and
practices, and recommend some  positive

sctlon ba teken to stop the open violation
of the luws and cure the evils complained
of or remove the
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The simple statement of facts con-
tained In this report will hardly comvey |
to the unreflective mind the enormity of |
some of the wrongs endured by the pris.
oners, Many men are poor, hunger 1s |
known outside prison walls, dirty house-
holds are too eommon; men have slept in
the gutter, and many of our cttizens have
endured with herole fortitude privations
even for months duringthe war between
the states and were glad at times for
even a piece of sodden corn bread, but
conceive of the Lopeless desecration of
the man who for ten, fifteen, or twently
years has to biing himsell every day but
Sunday Iin a conl mine, with its atteni-
ant dangers and discomforts, toll to the
possible limits of his strength, carry hls
indigestible and usustalnuing food in hls
dirty hsnds to return at night to asupper
whose unvarying monotony cesuses his
stomach to revolt, is cabined and driven
into a room where [ifty others are driven
in and packed llke cattle fixed for ship-
ment, to sleep in his dirty working
clothes with another person, and so
cramped that he cannot turn or stretch,
and in a bed that from three to slx months
reeks and stinks with filthiness, and in an
alr devitalized by filty pairs of lungs and
made nolsome by the exhulations from
fifty dirty bodies; a man whose spint of
manhood is broken wnd who Is made to
writhe under the lash for fallure to com-
plete his task, who has not a single foot
of space vor a slogle thing he can call his
@wn, nor & moment of privacy, sn almost
de-individualized unit of a suffering bru-
tal throng: concelve of an unvarylng
dally round of such lite for five, ten, fif-
tegn or twenty years, and you have a par-
tin]l iden of the fute of some of the poor
wretches ut Coal Creek.” The committes
recommends that the state abrogate i1he
contract and work the prisoners on ifs
own nceount.  They say “The controlling
motive of those in charge under the con-
tract system will elwuys necessarily be
to muake the lust possible cent out of the
flesh and blood bought with thelr money
and never to reform.”

“We order those things better In
France,” Here in Nebraska our condi-
tions are such that we have not been sble
to reach the bud eminence of Coal Creek,
Lut in our own feeble manner we have
given proof that opportunity alone was
lacking to reach thut polnt, [t may be
that strangulstion is more merciful than
the lush, and that if the coul Creek con
vict , who found that ten cents worth of

food per day did =ot give him strengt.
mioe four tons of coal | er day, deserved
the lash, it follows that tha Nebraska con-
viet who lacked the strength and mechan-
feal knack to wield o seven and a hall
pound sdzz all day, and probably “tighten”
some fifteen cusks per day—n falr day's
work for a tralned workman—deserved,
ns he received, desth, The sgystem is
wrong In every respect: wrong in its effect
upow the trea workman, upon the con-
vict, and even vpon the contractor who
seeks to benefit by it.  Abolish it

aprs,

PROFIT BHARING.

Whet is technically kmown as profit-
sharing or Industrial partnership Is de-
gigned to unite the industries of the own.
ers of capltal snd the workmen. The
control rests In the capital and its owners
but those who do the " work are given a
share in the profits, when there are any,
Customary wages and salarles are pad,
interest Is paid on capital, and whatever
profit then remalns i& divided by some
previously agreed plan between the two,

The business or economic logic asslgned
for this arrangement Is that interestad la.
vor will be more caeinl and eflicient
than the labor which bhas no contingent
interest., Itisa famillar fact that slave
labor i8 ineflicient, and it is also well
known that men  working
wages aim to do only
mum day's work.
into a freemsn, educated nnd well fed ha-
comen a bettéer producer; 1f the wage.-
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THE ALLIANCE-INDEPEND] EN . ‘

A Alliance Keformer

Fditor ALLIANCE- INDEPENLDEXT:
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very serious article upon

"!_\b“'."li'- "  Youepumerste some of the
frightful soelal inequall
m¢de ra society, which result in sorrow-
| fully bl;ghnuu the souls of the upper |
snd lower classes alike; the rich capita
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alliances. The oft recurring county
mectings and 1heiratisndant exXpense ¢

time and money has bhad o harassing
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and Jdiscodraging mem
bers, [T &50,000.00 of that money could
have beon invested in & mammoth
printing plant at Lineoinor Omaha and
the other 80000 could have beca
{loaned out upon real estate security

w OBTAIN CHICAGO PRICES FOR -.
PRODUCE.

The way to do this is o ship your Butter, Poultry, ‘m Yeal M ml
Wool, Hides, Beans, Proom Corn, Creen and Dried Fruits, Vl’.&blu.ﬁ
Anything you bave to us. The fact that you may bave besn selling these articies at bhorne
for years i Do reason Lhat you shou'd eontinue (0 do 8o If you can find & bellsr market. We
make dspecially of reociving shilpmenia dirsct from FARMERS AND PRODUCERS
and prabably bave Lhe largest trade (n this way of any house In this market. Whilst yoi

selfish and [and the anpual Interest expended in | are looking around for the chespest market in which to buy your goods, snd thus sconomise

cruel, all the natural fountains of their | hiring a couple of first class short hand | ing 1o that way, it wil cortalaly puy vou to give some sttention 1o the best snd most profite

| souls become dried up snd obliterated:
l while the unwilling poor are year by
year becoming physically, mentally
and morally dwarfed.

Does not such &n appaliing social
situation take ope's breath away? Lot
any reader sit down aud try to realize
the awfulness of such an upnatural aud
demoralizing situation and the very
best that he ean do will only be to geta
faint glimmer of the sorrowlul sod
blighting reality of it

That elass who have by lying sophis-
trles, bribery and the corruptieg of the
press continually brought over a ma-
jority of the voters and legislatiors of
this republic to their abject service in
enscting laws to enable them to absorb
to themselves all the cream of the pro-
fits of manufacturing, transportation
and agriculture—will they ever be
awakened or quickened in consclence?
Let us not lose any sleep over such a
vislonary and chimerical ldea.

In your editorisl you sald: *There
must be & generul resolye on the part
of the people to right wrongs, to estab-
lish justice and to make the world what
it ought to be.”

These words deserve to be emblazon-
ed upon & monument so high as to
plerce the very clouds of heaven, But
how can voters be aroused and qulcken-
ed Into & Y'resolve o right wrongs, to
establish justice and to make the world
what it ought to be?”

The lust paragraph of your editorial
answers the guestion thus®  “Itls not
impossible to right existing wrongs,
but it can never be done till the people
generully see these wrongs, anc resolve
in their hearts that they shall be
righted, To this end let us work.”

In response to this last sentance let
the combined voices of all Humanita-
rian workers reverberste into one
grand swelling deafening chorus of
“amen, amen!

Now Brother Thornton, I erave your
forbearance and sufficient space to lay
before the readers of THE ALLIANCE
INDEFENDENT 4 plan which is the re-
sult of many months of serious thought
and sorrowing anxleuy:

First In (mportancé and the main
foundation upon which to schleve all
political success Is the influence of an
ably edited nawepaper press, [te [oflu-
ence s constant, unceasing and insidi-
ous (either for good or evil as the cuse
msy be, The plutcerats shave under
stood this for many long years and
their satanic editors have been the main
instruments in bringing the laborers
and prodocers under the iron heel of
goulless and capitalistic taskmasters.
However the wasting of words to prove
a sclf-evident propoesiticn ought never
to be necessary, and now with more in
tense anxiety and earnestness than |
ever felt at any previous hour of my 6l
years of life I beg and plead with every
and all antimonopolists of every shade
and degree Lo reorganize, reorganize,
REORGANIZE! Let those who love the
old Farmers' Alliance proceed al once
and reorganize it being sure to amend
Article 11 of the constitution which

reads as follows:

“The Farmers' County Alliance shall
meet in December, March, June and
September, and oftener If deemed
necessary, and the delegates to the same
shall be elected by Subordinate Alli-
or

ber, February, May and August, 08 |

for |
& mini- ‘I'Xt.el'll one in each year for the purpose
If the siave converted | of electing county officers who shall

soon therealer as practicable.”
Let the constitution be amended so
as to do away with all county meetings

hold their respective oftices for the
term of one vear, Now Mr. Editorin
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Ings of this dear old organization, and
have to Eay that by amd
frequency el these

in sorrow 1
roeur-
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into this one of the most beloved insti-
Libivie L:-u'. aver exls ted
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When an offiee:

and install pew mon
has tried falthifully and conscientiously
| to serve tho alllnnce for three monihs
and s minority or s msjority show hosti
ity sowards him his foelings are wi ud
ed and he amd his friends remember it
with more ot 141" L L atd nt
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(AN Lhv U of vigalis fur
bl T aid board while atk bk g
Mose dounly meolings More than

P 0, 00000 bave been expenided 1n this

reporters to take down the speeghes
| of such speakers us Weaver, Mrs. Le tw'
Van Wyck, Powers, W L Greene, Dick
Trevell ck and other distingulshed
speakers, and those speeches furnished
free of charge (except postage) to all
independent editors, the plutocrats
might have beendriven out of Nebraska
borse and loot.

The Industrial Legion con!alns the
same blighting, disintegrating, and
blundering fatality that [ have been
discussivg. and will go into the same
collupse that the alliapce urganlzul.ion
has unless the constitution is forthwith
amended, T would be the most intensely
happy man liviog If the Industrial
Legion organization could be pushed
inwo every hamlet in the Univ® States
with this objectional feature (that |
have been discussing) eliminated” and
expurgated from it, the quarterly dues
to be 30 cents, and 10 cents of it o be
sent direct to & state Industrial Legion
committes who should give bonds bind-
ing them o keep ns sucred the fund
aggregating from that fora grand Iund
from which to ereet a mammoth news]
paper plunt, & Bohemian paper, a Ger-
mun paper, and of curose an American
one: with a couple of first class reporters
connected therewith, Then the old
Goddess of reason and liberty would no
longer look upon us sorrowl=g from
afar off fearing rude treatment but
would come lovingly to mingle with
and become our constant companion
forever and evar,

Gro, H, HAaMmoxn,

Wilber, Nebr,,

Rigid Econemy and Hard Labor,

“It would ba well for the young men
of to-day to take my recipe for becom-
Ing prosperous,” ssid Me. John Shep-
urd the other day as he sat b fore hlg
iittle desk inan upper story of his great
dry gouds house on Winter street. *'[
began life at the very bottom rung of
the ladder, but with a determination
that I would succeed if such u thing
were posiible with the talent I pos-
sessed.  Karly in life I came to the con-
clusion that economy was the tirst great
easontial in establishing a fortune, and
that labor was second. I banlshed frem
my mind all other considerations when
I began to work upon the road that I
felt sure wou'!d lead to the goal of which
I was In search,

"I remember vory distinctly going
down Marshall street one day and hay-
Ing my attentionlsttracted by a most
tempting display In s confectioner's
window. I had what Is known as a very
sweet toeth, and I brought up standing
before the sweet collection ns if sud-
denly arrested by some [rreslstible
force, My band immediately found ite
way to the pocket that carrled my
meager hordings, and before I rveally
knew what I wasdolng;l had invested 2
cents in butterscotch, When [ got back
inte the street I began to have a full
realization of what I had done, and {t
is safe to say that no} candy ever en-
tered & boy's mouthithat was o little
relished as was] my® butterscotch. I
regrotted that Investment for years,
and whenever the gtemptation sgain
came upon me while passing the store [
put it away instantly,

“Keeping close to this line of atrict
economy, T found myself at last in &
pogltion to go Into business. Then,
however, I commenced to feel that
caplital alone was powerless in the at
tainment of success unless (t was sec- |
onded by untiring labor,i Here also |

Trequently devoting 20 hours of the 24

ances at their first meeting in Novem- |

| established the house which now bears
| my name.

met all the necessary requirements,

to my business.
| I was amassing a forture,

Gradwally I found that
and fimally

After I had accomplished |
what [ started out to do, there cawme
over me an entire change. I had no
aspirations 10 become abnormally
wealthy.

ALl that I wanted was o safe guar-
antee agalnst possible disaster in the

sble way of dispesiog of your preduce. We invite correspor dence from INDIVIDUALS,
ALLIANCES, CLUBS, and all orgunizations who desire to ahip thelr praduce Mt.
this market. 1f requested, we will gend you free of aharge our daily market report, ship
ping directions and such Information us will be of service to you, if yeu contempiate ship
ping. When #o requestied prooeods for shipments will be deposited to the oredit of the ships
per with sny wholesale house In Chicago., Lot as hear from you, T4

SummeRs Morrison & Co.,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS, 174 South Water Street, Chicage.
Reference: Metropolitan National Bank Chicago.

4. W. CABTOR,

Pros. , Seer,
J. P. ROUSF. Vise-Prea

w. 8. LINUE
E.E. MOTT, STATE AGENT. A. GREENAMYRE, Treas,

THE FARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE GO,

OF NBRASKA.
INBURES ONLY FARM PROPERTY

ARMERS, we invite your sttention to the Farmers' Mutual Insursnce

@ Company of Nebrasks, If you are In want of Insurance you can nod

afford to Insure in any other company, and {f you do not want Insuranse

now, write and get a copy of our By-laws and Constitution and learn what we
are doing anyway,

Remember we ure for Farmers only.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE,
Room 407 Brace Bullding.

LINCOLN, NEB.

NORTH BEND NURSERIES,

Trees, Plants, Ornamental Trees, Shrubs #® Evergreens -
Large Stock of Best Old and New sorts of Strawberry Plants.
e Bane e g ot :Vé‘n?rii"al’.fﬂ'ﬂ&?'u AT
TR
SHIP YOUR OWN STOGCHK.
ALLEN ROOT AND COMPANY,

LIVE SfOCK COMMISSION IERCHAETB.

South Omaha, Neb., Room 220 Exchange Buliding.

Before You Ship Bend for the Jcarket

of Om Packers National
Rerznsnors: First National Bank : g. lmw

Elluml.ll Hank, Omaha; National Savingsand
% sn' {ppers can draw sight draft on us for 80 per eent of cost, bill of lading

WESTFALL GOM. GO,

State Alliance and well known in Nahmh. OQur specialty Car Mﬂ*
Potatoes, Onions, Apples, Cabbage, Hay and Oats. We als
have & heavy game trade in Nebraska and Wyoming, We have an established
trade for all the above mentioned artices, and by shipping direct to us you will
get all the value there is in the goods. Write for prices and shipping instruo-
tions. Reference: Metropolitan Nastionsl Bank, Kansss City, Mo,

WEST FALL COMMISSION CO.

423 Walnut 8t., Kansas City Mo,

$11./6
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Faille - Francaise - Silk

In the New Spring Shades of

Cafe au Lait,
Military Black,
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Home Industries

Fat cattle wanted at the Alllancs

market, 327 So. 11th Si., Lincoln Neb.
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Emerald, Tabac,
and Violet.

(ORDER SAMPLES

98 inch Suhline Silk W arp, all Nl]nﬂl,
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38 inch All Wool Whip Cord in Change-
able Colors,

4 inch All Wool Suitings, Spring Styles . .
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40 inch All Wool Satin Finish German Hen:
rletta o all colors. .. oovv s

FERREE D R

i ek English Serge, Changeable colors. .
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Sam I'I' s cheerfull ly sent to outof town customers,

“HAYDEN BROS..

LINDGLL HOTGL

INDEPENDENT HEADQUARTERS,

1IN AND DOOGE B73

CORNER' THIRTFENTH AND M STREETS, LINCOLN, NER

Three blecks from Capliol bullding, Lincoln's sewesd, Bentes) and b
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