LN o eam—

- b _;;gn_,,'
v,

3

LR AL eedeees e

RAILROAD OOMMISSIONERS,

One of the important questions that
the people must decide at the coming
election is whether or not Nebraska
shall have an elective railroad com-
mission. An amendment to the con-
stitytion providing for such a commis-
slon has been submitted by the legisla-
tnre to be adopted or rejected by the
people.

The provisions of the amendment are
briefly as follows: There shall be three
railroad commissioners to be elected by
popular vote at the regular election in
1893. One is to serve one year, one
two years and one three years, and
cach year thereafter one is to be elect-
ed to serve three yeurs. The duties
and compensation of these commis-
sioners shall bo fixed by law. The
amendment contains a proviso giving
the governor power to appoint three
commissloners to serve till the election
in 1893,

Under our system, the adoption and
amendment of the constitution, the
highest acts of legislation, have been
wisely left to the direct action of the
whole people. The adoption of con-
stitutional amendments is a matter
that should receive most careful and
earnest consideration of the people.
But it does not as a rule. Usually they
receive little discussion in the news-
papers, and less in political meetings.
The amendments are placed in bung-
ling fashion at the end of the ballot,
and if the voter cares to expressa
choice, the chances arve that he doesn't
know how to mark the ballot so as to
express his choice,

There is need of a reform in this
matter. KEvery constitulional amend-
ment proposed shou!d receive thorough
discussion on the rostrum and in the
press. It should be weighed hy every
voter, and as far as possible withour
partisan prejudice. Then every voter
should cast a vote either for or against
such amendment.

Eight years 4go0, an amendment pro-
viding for an elective railroad commis-
sion was submitted to the voters of
Nebraska, and was rejected by a
decided majority, although a great
many voters failed to express any
choice. The republican majority in
the legislature, however, following its
usual custom, disregarded the voice of
the people, and created a commission
consisuing of three of the state officers.
Inasmuch as these officers had their
regular duties to perform, provision
was made for the appointment of three
secretaries to do the work of the com-
mission. This law was passed by the
legislature of 1885, In 1887, the com-
mission was transformed into a board
of transportation hy adding two other
state officers. This law has remained
in force ever eince. The board con-
sists of the auditor, searetary of state,
commissioner of public lands and build-
ings, treasurer and attorney general.
This board chooses three secretaries
who constitute the real acting force of
the board.

Both the commission and the board
of transportation were created at the
dictation of the railroad corporalions,
8nd the service and protec'ion of rail-
road interests have been the chief busi-
ness performed by the secretaries.
Neither their creation by the legisla-
ture, nor the course they have pursued
has ever been ratitied by the people of
Nebraska.

There undoubtedly exists among the
voters of the state a strong prejudice
against & railroad commission of any
kind. And this prejudice has grown
out of the facts stated abeve, Is this
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prejudice well founded? Does Ne-
braska's experience with railroad com-
missioners justify patriotic citizens in
voting against this amendment? These
questions, and many others bearing on
this subject ought to be discussed, and
we propose to discuss them in these
columns,

Nebraska’s experience is a matter of
secondary importance. We have had
the same experience with the office
of governor, and with the state legisla-
ture. Indeed if prostitution of an
office in the service of railroad corpor-
ations in Nebraska were sufficient
reason for doing away with that office,
what offices could escape condemna-
tion?

The railroad commissioners, and
their secretaries have served the rail-
roads for precisely the same reason
that the governors, lieutenant govern-
ors, and majorities in the legislatures
bave served them, viz: Because they
were nominated and elected by the
corporations and their tools,

Because Boyd vetoed the Newberry
bill is no renson for dispensing with
the office of governor. [f Powers had
got the seat to which he was justly
elected, the Newberry bill would be 1n
force today. So if the men nominated
by the independents for the other state
offices had been elected and seated, we
would have today a board of transpor-
tation serving the people as faithfully
as the present board is serving the
railroads. Eight years ago the cor-
porations wanted a commission because
they knew that Nebraska's government
was in their control. They knew that
they could elect their tools for mem-
bers of the commission. For these
very reasons the anti-monopoly voters
of the state opposed a commission
They were politically helpless. The
machinery of the republican party was
in the hands of the railroads. Nothing
but a railroad tool could secure a nom-
ination in a republican convention un-
less by accident.

The democratic party was a hopeless
unorganized minority. The effort to
form a new party had proved a failure.
Under those conditions, it is no wonder
the people voted down the amendment.

But now all this is changed. The
power and prestige of the republican
party is broken. The people who want
reforms are no longer at the mercy of
republican conventions. They have a
new party,whose watchword is ‘reform,’

& party which already controls the law !

making branch of our state govern
ment, and has the excellent prospects
of controlling all exccutive offices
in the near future. If & railroad com-
mission shall be created at the coming
election, it will be filled. not by rail-
road tools, but by faithfal servants of
the people, Its duties will be defined
by a legislature that is in sympahy
with the people.

This brings us to the real question
involved: Whether or not a railroad
commission is & proper and necessary
instrument for enforcing laws for the
control and regulation of railroads.
This question will be discussed in a
future issue.

ANOTHER fusion lie has been nailed.
North Dakota independents are in the
middle of the road.

A DESPERATE fight is being made
upon Shrader, the independent candi-
date for licutenant governor, by the re-
publican press. He is represented as
an anarchist, when the truth is he is
only a revolter against republican mis-
rule.—Lincoln Herald.
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IE ALLIANCE -

INDEPENDENT.

L COMHISSION co General Produce Merchants (legal representative
WESTFAL *y for Kansas Alliance.) alpvclaf department fr
bidesand game. Free cold storage and special salesman for butter, eges, cheese and poultry.
Recelvers and shippers of car lots of potatoes, apples, onions, hay and eabbage. Give us 8 share

of your consignments. We get the highest market price and make prompt returns. Direct all
communications and orders to.

461 Westfall Com. Co., 423 Walnut St , Kansas City, Mo_

ALLEN ROOT, Stock Agent, Nebraska State
Farmers’ Alliance. Office and Financial M'gr.,

SHIP YOUR OWN STOCK
ALLEN ROOT AND COMPANY,

LIYE Sf0CK COMMISSION MRRCHANTS,

GEO. 8. BROWN,
Salesman,

1 South Omaha, Neb., Room 34 Exchange Buliding.

Buyers

City, Nebraska,
w00| SHIP_YOUR WOOL Direct to us
i-fied with the results ~ We are almost daily in receipt
other yaluable informaticn,
W. J. WROUGHTON & CO,
German, and Oldenberg Coack, French Coach,
have the advantage of comparing all breeds side Ly side at our stables.
can organize companies and insure absolute suecess.
tion this paper, Address,
, ks b | 0,

To intending purchasers of this breed T can show them as good a lot of
coupled with superior individual merit. M y imported mares are superior to

If you want a Hackney Stallion, I have as good as was

Before You Ship Bend for the Market.
REPERENCES: First National Bank of Omaha: Packers National Bank, Omaha; Commercial
Natlonal Bank, Omaha; Nebraska Savingsand Exchange Bank, Omaha; Central City Bank, Central
¥ shippers can draw sight draft on us for % per cent of cost, bill of luding attacbed.
\ 7
OBTAIN CHICAGO PRICES FOR ALL YOUR
: ~ -~
PRODUCLE.

Direct to us
the vulue there is in it. Hundr Wool Growers have
shipped us their wool in the past and will do so again
this seazon.  Why can’t you? And they are entirely sat-

of letters from some of them ordering sacks for this season's shipment, and
thanking us for the way we have handled their shipment. Write us for our
Wool Circular. 1t gives the range of the market. Our terms for handling and
SUMMERS, MORRISOM & CO.,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS, 175 South Water Street Chicago.
Reference: Metropolitan National Bank, Chicago.
Cambridge, Furnas County, Nebraska.
IMPORTERS OF
Shire, Clyde, Percheron, ielgian,
YA N ey ¢ Yorkshire Coach, and Cleveland Bay Stallions.
We Handle More Horses Than Any Firm in Nebraska.
We import our own horses thus saving the customer the middle man's profit.
We Have 40 Good Young Acclimated Horses on Hand.
Another importation of 40 will arrive about October 1. We cuarantee all our horses
every respect. We make farmers companies a specialty, having a system whereby we
We Will Send a Man to Any Part of the State,
On application to assist in arganizing ecompanies. We give long time thus enabling pur-
chashers to pay for horses from services, Correspondence promptly answered, Men=
W. J. WROUGHTON & CO., Cambridge, Neb.
Wm. Burgess
BLUE VALLEY -
CRETE., NEB.
E l | | g ]l | M
young stock from yearlings up, as there is in the west.
THOROUGHLY ACCLIMATED. LAST SHIPMENT 1890.
Their breeding i3 from the best strains of prize winning blood in England
any in the west; they are all safely in foal.
All My Stock Guaranteed, and All Recorded
and Imported by Myself.
; ever imported.
Cowme and see what I have got, and if T cannot show you as
man, will pay your expenses. Prices as low as the lowest,

good stock as any
44-6m




