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{Owgm Kem Bpeaks on the Light

1

‘ trol of one of the necessities of the peo-

, anenopoly of any such necessity by a few
q;lrimlc individuals for private galo is
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extortion of this corporation, and that| According to Capt. Lusk's report, |in the Capitol In its existing condition. What Exchanges Say of It. dropped it hyphensted head and come
it has been looting the Treasury. I again | taking 24 cities of not less than 100,000 | Very shortly the great new bullding for| Tur ALLiANOE-INDEPENDENT, of |Out under the new name of WEALTH

MONOPOLY __pmssm.

Question.

PRAOTIOAL POPUL IST PRINCIPLES

A Very Able Discussion of the Subject ,of
Monepoly and a Particular Applica-
tion of the Needful Remedy.

A Matter of General Interest.

The House being in Committes of the whole
on the state of the unlon, and having under
nsideration the bill (H. R. B481) making
L priati sns for the expense of the govern-
ment of she District of Columbia for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1895, aund for other purpo-
i —
Mr, Kem said:
Mr. Chairnan: There sre many fea-
tures of this bili that [ wounld change if
I had the power to do so. I heartily
agree with the remarks which the
gentleman from Missourl [Mr. De Ar-
mond | made yesterday with reference
to District taxes, and shall support his
smendment, But {n the limited time
at my command [ will confine my re-
maurks to that part of the blll wkich re-
lates to lighting the public bulldings
and grouads and the streets of the city
I believe In the princlple, Mr. Chair-
wsn, and -have sdvocated it before] my
people, that it 1s the duty of govern-
ment to see, so far as it is possible, that
no corporation or combination of men
shall control any of the necessities of
the people; for it is evident that, when
such eonditions exist, the party or the
power baving control of such mecessi-
ties will also/have the power to extort
for those necessities more than the peo-
ple ought to pay as amatter of justice
and equivy.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, 1 believe
each munleipality should control thete
necessities, such as loca! transportation
of freight, humanity or intelligence,
water systems, and \lighting plants, by
its own municipal government. [ be
lieve In forming & monopoly of all the
people for the sole benefit of all the
people of each municlpality. And in
cases where these necessitles are nation-
al, affecting the interests of the whole
people, I belleve it is the duty of the
National Government to take control of
them in the interestof all the people.

A municlpal or national monopoly for
the purpese of controlling any . of the
necessities of the people, In which all
the people are partners and alike reap
the benefits, isnlways right: but a

always wrong, and should cesse. Con-
gress should never again grant & char-
tor, franchise, or subsidy to any Indivi-
dual or corporation through which
public neoessitles muy be controlled.
This 15 the principle | believe in, 1t
{s the principle 1 buve advocated before
my peopls, 1t is the principle they sent
me here to advooate, and in bebalf of
the taxpayers of the Ualongl offor these
romarks,  [n direct opposition %o this
principle, we ind by referring to Senute
Document No, Ul that Congress In I848
oharterad what ls known as tho Wash.
ington Gaslizht Clmpany, and by that
Loharier gave & private corporation con-

As & result of that sotion, the wax-

‘ll“.

payers bave pald milllons of dollars W
Ita stockholders thal thoy ought not W
have pald,

In the pending bill reported by the
committee | seo they have reported
some reforms sloag this line, and have
slightly reduoed tho cost of this neces-
sltv.  For this they are Wbe commend
ed, but In my opinlon, Mr. Chalrman,
the only soluilon of this quesilun |s for
e government, lestead of grastlog
these oharters and speclal peivieges o |
pilvate porporatioos end thereby enabi-
iag \hem 0 fovon \be people, W pur
ohase or ereet Ll own lighting plant
and supply s own necossitios

The eapayers have w0l oaly been
paying more for llumination thas they
ought 4o have pald, bul they have boon
paylng tor a vors poor quality of light

To turther (livatrate aud prove the

refer to the fact that this company was
organized in 1488 [I quote from Benate
Executive Document No. 1460, first ses-
slon Forty-ninth Congrees, dated July
20, 1886] with a oapital of 850,000, and
that In 1886, when the report of Senator
Spooner's committee whish investigat-
ed it was made, the corporation had a
capital of $2,000,000, which undoub dly
by this time has looreased to half »
million. Ir addition to this we find,
acoording to the same document, that
the officers of the company acknowledg:-
ed to the commitiee that the enormous
sum of $6,201,811, had been divided
among the stockholders in the form of
profits, of which sum of 85,600,000 was
paid during the nineteen years from 1866
to 1885, an average of 3286,000 per year.

Dr, T. A. Bland, of this city, in avery
able review of the report of this com-
mittee found In Senate Miscellaneous
Document, No. 91, in reference to the
enormous increase of capital stock from
850,000 to $2,000,000, makes the follow-
ing startling statement based upon the
raport of SBenstor Bpooner's commiltee:

*The increase was made at different

riods. In 1842, 8300,000; 1855, 850,000,

866, 8600,000, It was now 81,000,000,
In 1883 the secretary of the' company,
aciiog under the orders of the board of
directors, destroyed the records of the
company from 1848 to 1866, The offle-
ers of the corapany were, therelore, un-
able to tell the commitke how the
cupital stock was increased. The in.
ference {s that It was increased by
water or surplus profits, and that the
original capital of 850,000 has grown to
#1,100,000 in eighteen years, while pay-
ing sn sverage of over 50 per cemd
aonual dividends to the stockholders.

“From 1866 to 1883 the capltal was In-
cressed to $2,000.000. Of thls increase
8200,000 was added In 1873, snd the
other $800,000 in curlously Irregulsr
smounts [l quote from Senate report, |
thus—820 666; $30,142; #56,316; 8275,168;
:-wﬂ; 85,060, 8123,08v; $2,216; $123,168;

1,400,

"“I'he officers of the company could not
or would not tell the committes where
this Increase of capiial came from, and
again the inference 18 quiwe clear that
it was surplus profits.”

The fact that the records of the com-
pany had been destroyed by order of
the directors was evidence of glaring
fraud, and ought to bave forfeited its
charter; and if this body does its duty
now it will eut short the reign of this
legal robber.

At various times vigorous protests
and investigations have been made, but
with little apparent effeet, Can it be
true, ns Mr, logalls said, that the stock-
holders are too much for Congress? Let
this be as it may, he was undoubtedly
right when he declared, as [ have de-
clared today, that the only remedy is
for the government to purchase the
lighting plants or build new ones,

In the Fifty-second Congress | intro
duced practically the same bill, provid-
ing for the purchsse of the old or erec
tion of new plants, and in the succeed-
ing eampalgn my Republlcan opponeny
and the Republican press of my district
attacked that bill bitterly, They gar-
bled It and misrepresented [ts meaning.
They arralgned me suverely us one who
pretended to be worklog for the Inter-|
ests of the people bt in fact was alding
corporations,

Mr. Chairman, 1 believed that hill
right then, anu . wr addivionnl con-
slderation of the subjeet, [ am mor
gunvinooed than ever that [ was right
and ls right now, In my opinien the
thing this government ought to do, the |
thing this Congress ought o do, is to
pass such & bill as that and take from

Inhabitants each, the average price for
2,000 candle-power light is 9140.00 while
we pay abont 50 ner cent. more.

Taking 146 cities, the average is still
less, $121.70, or two-thirds of what we
pay. Taking a still larger list of olties
he found the average to be $124.85, or,
as he ssys, considering the difference in
lights. we pay 60 per sent. more,

According to the ofticlal report of the
State board of Massachusetts In 18
cities, including Boston, where the
wires are under ground, in part atleast,
sod‘which s the highest of the mine-
teen, the average is $122.28 per snnum,
snd all 2,000 candle-power lights, while
we pay 50 per cent more.

In b2 sroaller citles and villages in
Massschusetts, the average for 1,200 to
1,600 candle-power s but #885.64, con-
siderably lees than one fourth what we

V.
p.F'inal ly, taking 13 citles east and west
which own their plante, the average
cost 18 but #57.74 considerably less than
on¢-third of what we pay, snd all 2,000
candlo-power lamps.

8o, too, in the 52clties and villages io
Massachusetts, quite & number of them
own and run thelr plants, and If all did,
the average in them would be still less.

Alexandrin, Va.. owns ts electric
plant, which cost, all told, $14 600, fur-
nlshes 02 arc lights at a cost of 18 cents
per night, or lees than one-third of what
we pay.

The Advance Club, of Providence, R,
L., publishes two lists of cities supplied
with electric are lights of 2,(00 candle-
power. The first contalnsd3l clties in
which the lights are furnished by con-
tracl, and the average cost Is 8121.844
per light per anoum. The second Is &
1ist ot 30 cities which'own and run their
electric-light plants, furnishing are
lights of 2,000 candle-power which burn
all night, and {n them the average cost
[s but 848.084 per light per annum,

Hero we see the contract system cost
the public over two and a half times as
much as the munieipal system. Here
in Waskiogton it [s threo and three-
fourth times ss much.

On the other hand It Is argued Lhat
the companies pay taxes, while the
municipalities do not. This Is the best
aniwered by the report of the electric
commsssion appointed by authority o
Congress in 1801, wherein they eay,
“I'ne United States Electric Lighting
Company pays 8225, or & trifle over the
receipts upon one and one-half arc
light,"” and at the same time there was
appropriated from the Disirict revenues
for the benefit of this same company the
sum of &59,500!"

I'hus wo see In every [nstance that
the contract or corporate system cosls
much more than the munleipal, and in
Washington It costs three and three-
fourths times more than it does In some
other clties,

[ particularly desire to call attention
to that part of the report relerring to
the amount of taxes pald by this clee
tric lighting company, &s asample of
tho manner i which these corporations
oscape taxation. Tsltany wonder these
fellows want to hold their job? lsit
any wonder the people sre complaining?
Have they not & right W protess
agalnst the vcontinuance of thls thing?
I'iese corporations nol ouly 1eceive
enormous rates for their Hghts, which
are poor and dangerous, but they fall to
pay thelr just proportion of waxes (o
support of the government which gave
thom existence and from whioh they

this corporation, which Is robblag the
taxpayers of this sountry of milllons of |
dolinrs, the power o do &0 any longer, |

Mr, Chalraan, | Ksd What this ques
ton ls arouslog a grest deal of inverosi
at the prosent Vime, and that | am not Lhe
only obe that lndorses Lhe views | have |
oupressed. Lookiog over Sennte Mis |
oollaneous Dooument ¥, of February 14
1804, 1 fnd that the Bast Wishlogion |
Cluaem' Assoulation indorses muniol: |
pal convrol and glves many valushle
facts in support of 18 Prom that n;nﬂ‘
| ¢llp the following pertineal facts po
lative o elovirio Lighia

ELECTHIC LIKNTS.

e prios pald for the aro lights on
our sbreota 1 B0 genta per alght or
180 00 per sanum,  This s more than
s pald saywhere In the Unlte ! Bintes,
eroepl ol Han Franoaco aod one place
in Moalsaa t

ruoe lve all shelr buneflia, |

| find also in the Congrossional e |
oord of the presant month o furthe. In. |
dorsument of these views In the rhape |
of & reselution
the Seanto by Mr. Manderson, a Sons |
tor feow my own Biste, sod upon It he
made some remarks, whioh | will sk
whe olork 1o resd

The clerk rend as follows,

ELECTRIC PLANT FOM WARHINGTON

M Masdarson. | subinit s rosolution
Preparstory o introduoing (v | dusire,
by e dnanlwsous coasenl of the Seaale
wsay u fuw words

i commition on rules bhae hal Ih
ativative oalied W e cosdiVon of wet
tore conneoied with the Cepital bulld.
Iag and the pabdlo grounds surrounding
It The cleotrin plant W g've light
this bulldipg b soteriously Ine Molouy
and has many shorwomiangs.  Nellled
elsvirialans oven gu W e esenl of

snylng that b e n dangereus thing In

L reliel W which they are entitled, and If|
Fihelr birthrighy, guampioed b thom |

Wwe phe,

the Congressional Library will have to
boe lighted. The committee has made
exploration with & view toseeing what it
would cost to put & properelectrie plant
to light the Capitol, the Maltby nonex,
the publlc bulldiags and greunds, and
the Library bullding. We find that at
least 8200,000 would have to be expend-
ed for that purpose.

We have very near the city of Wash-
ington & water power that its almost un-
excelled as to force by suy in the
country. Itis somewhat amazing that
capitalists and men of enterprise have
uot made use of the Great Falls of the
Potomac for some useful purposs. Be-
yond peradventure, that is the place to
eroct an aconomioal and effective plant,
There is undoubtedly power enough
there to light not only all the public
buildings of the city of Weshingtlon,
but the streets as well. Perhaps the
Little Falls of the Potomae, as suggest-
ed by the Benator from Connecticut
[Mr. Platt], that are nearer to the city,
might well be used for this purpose.

With a view to an exploration of the
matter, I submit & resolution and ask
vhat It be now considered (n the Senate,

The resolution was read as follows:

Resolved, That the SBecretary of war
be directed to investigate and report to
the Senate the feasibllity of using the
water power of the Great Falls of the
Potomac for the purpose of lighting by
alectricity the public bufldisgs, grounds
and strects of the District of Columbis.
Sald report shall suggest the m«thod by
which the right to use sald water can
acquired, and what steps should be
takon by leglslstion or otherwise to so-
quire sald water power snd the land
needed ndjacent thereto; also a general
plan of the electrie plant needed at sald
fulls, and of the wires needed between
snld plant and the different parts of sald
District, and an estimate of he cost;
uls0 whether suld power will p obably
be sufficient to furnish light to private
congvmers within said District and sug-
gestion of the terms and regulations
under which [t shall be furnished.”

Mr, Chalrman, I desire to call atten
tlon to the above resolution, particular-
ly the attention of my Republican
friends, 1 would slso Invoke the
prayerful attention of the Republican
press of Nebraska, which so bitterly
attacked me for advocatiog practically
the same thing. [ must Insist that they
elther glve me credit for bolng right,
or sssall Senator Manderson for belng
wrong.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I recite these
facts to prove the statement that we
huve been paylug extoriionate prices
for lightiog the public buildings and
grounds and the streets In this clry,
and to thow that this extortion ought
to cease.  Why should this company be
permitted to use one of the necessities
of the peopls a8 o menns of robbing
them? I take the ground that these
neeessities should come to the people at
cost, and that no private Individusl
should ba permitted to reap euormous
profits from them. Is it any wondor
that the wealth of the country ia belog
accumuluted and aggrogated in the
hands of & comparative fow? [4 [t any
wonder that there Is unlversal com-
plaint golug up from the four corners
of the earih Woday becawso thoe many are
noedy, while the fow are rovellog In
opulonce? The matter which | am now
discussing llustrates one of the reasons
why this is 80, We have hero simply
an [llustration of & principle which pre
vills throughout the length and broadth
of our countrey today,

In every avenus of trade and buslness
through these soulless corporations,
that which Is oroated by the wmany ls
gsthored ln by the few, who roturn
therolor no just equivalent. [V sovins
W me Lhere s o baltar place on oarsh

Lincoln, came to us lasst week with &
sew head, THr WeEALTN MAKERS,
which is caloulated to cover all classes
of wealth producers and secure to the
paper & bearing without stireing up
soy wan's prejudice se to his political
name. The nsme of (teelf {s suggestive
of the ends sought, that of uniting all
producers in one unbrokem army for
self protection and seouring the rights
given by the All Wise t0 them who sat
breasd by the sweat of thelr brow.
Brother Glbson sad Compasy have
done honor to the oause they uphold,
and may unprecedemted success be
theirs.—New Era,

THE ALLIANCE-INDEPENDENT has got
& now heading and Is now called Tar
WEALTH MAKERS., Itis u very neat
and attrective paper, well edited,
sound exponent of the people's rights
and under its reconstsmcted manage-
ment is one of the permanent fixtures
of Livcoln and the state of Nebraska
worthy of the moral and financial sup-
port of every patriotio oltizen of the
state. Getva sample copy if you are
not now a subscriber. —The Popullst,

THE ALLIANOE INDEPENDENT came
to us last week with s new name, Itls
now called Twg WERALTH MAKERS,
The paper 18 8 powerful exponeat of the
principles which affect the wealth pro-
ducers of ourcountry, and the new name
Is & very original and appropriste one,
Hore's sucoess to THE WraALTH MAK-
¥rs, and may It continue the Aght un-
Ul the great armyfor which 1t Isbors
shall have equsl rights and justice—~
Hay Springs Leader.

THE ALLIANCE- INDEPENDENT, pub
Ished In Lincoln, appears this week
under & new name, THE WEALTH MaAK-
kRS (of the World). On efther side the
pleture of & globe are the words'‘Inthe
sweat of thy fuce shalt thou eat bread"
and “If apy man will not work nelther
let hlm ent.," A startling heading and
ono worlhy of thought, The artiole on
first page "“All This In America” is
worth the price of the paper.—Inde-
pendent Pregs.

Our state paper, THE ALLIANOE-IN-
DEPENDENT, reached us In o bran new
dress and rechrisiened with the appro-
priate name, “Tug WEALTH MAKERS
of the World.” This state paper is fast
galning & firm hold, not only in Ne-
braska, but all over the Unlted States
for its advanced ldeas. It ought not
only 10 be read by every Populist, but
by every progressive eitizen.—Arapa-
hoo Ploneer,

A few days ago we received n copy
of the consolidated “ALLIANCE-INDE
PENDENT" which now salls under the
comprehensive and suggestive title of
“Tue WEALTH MAKERS."” [t 1s o fear-
loss advocate of the honest toiler and
wenlth producer. 1t costs, only a dollar
per year, and should be read by every
latoring man, every merchant, larmer
and mechanle of Nebrasks.—Grotoa
Reporter,

THE ALLIANCE-INDEPENDENT has al
st found Lis head too gumbersome for
Its body aod has teaded it off for Tus
Weantn Maxkgs. Under this new
sign it will try o keop in the middle of
the roud and thus prevent the people
from eequring the roforms sought and
bepell's W0 bo derived from noeded
ohanges (o the laws. Buch papers do
wure harm than good.—Crete Domo-
crat,

THE ALLIANCR INDEPENDENT, of
Liscaln. is no more, but & strong ro
form paper, Tun Wearrn Maxers,

than st the seat of the goveinment tn

this work of relorm
the length aad breadih o! our land, LII

the masses of our people are 1o got the

under tho Coasstitution, & W be pre
s ryvod amd porpelinled

THE  ALLIAM'E INUEPENDENT  hoas |
channged e hevding ss woli wa lis same
and bas & prettler hemding than \bhe
It s now known s “Tus
Waawes Makehn “<The Index

Dinom County Alllasos holds an open
meotiag ah Allen Maruh dlat,

L4 must be not only |
begun, bt coosummated throughous |

appenrs (o ls place. The new paper Is

It was lutreduced o Insert wn enterlog wedge and bogln | Detter In overy way than the old.— Ex.

[This way of putting It e & lile
wisloadiog. 14 ls the same paper with
& new namo slmply, We eapeot 0 ge
W maklog lmprovements, however -
Edbor Weaton Makeus )

Tus ALLaNor- INDEPENBENT AL Lin
ool I 0o moere, bub ‘i soul goes
marching vn" Last woak the paper
ehanged i same W T Waawrn
Maw eus, uader which same (v will sal)
inthe future. The paper uniler 1w
preveat  managumont s greadly lm-
proved, sl should bo glven 8 wide

eliouintion. Custer Cously |ndepon-
dent P
Tur  ALLANOS LNDNrS OENT  has

Maiczns of the World. The name s
more than the average newspaper mas
can support, butadvocating the cause it
does It sounds quite eppropriste.
Messrs. Gilbson, Grifin avd Hyats still
romaln at {ts head. —Oaxland Indepead-
ent.

THE ALLIANCE-INDEPENDENNT hae
changed its name to “THm WHALTH
MAkzRS'' and has one of the neatest
beads you ever saw, with the fellowing
auotations in & prominent place la the
scroll work: “'In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread. If any will sot
work pelther lot him eat.—Hamilton

County Reglster.

THE ALLIANCE INDEPRNDENT of
Lincoln, the state Popullst paper, has
chaoged s name to0 THE WaALTH
Maxkers. It Is 8 name we do not lsnoy
but the paper Is just as’good as ever,
sod should be read by all Populists,
No other paper in the state flls ite
place. Coms In sod subsoribe.—Loup
Valley Alllance,

THE ALLIANOE-INDEPENDENT of
Lincoln is no more. Im its place ap-
pears THE WeALTH Makems, bright
sud true, It Is better, if aaytbing:
than Tux ALLIANCRE-INDEPENDENT,
and that was the best paper in the state
We wish the paper, under the new
osme, unbounded success.—Alllance
Tribune,

“Tae WeaLTH MaxeRs (of the
World,”) with the metto: “'In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou ent ," “It sny
will not work neither let him eat,”
with & fine displsy of head type, now
heads the People's party stste psper,
hitherto known as “THE ALLIANOE-IN-
DEPENDENT.”--Tndependent Cltisen.

Henry Stamm of Halgler, Dundy Co.,
living just over the Kansas line writes,
""Please send mo your valuable paper.
[ have the promise of four subscribers
a8 soon s they get the dollar. I can’t
do without your paper. [ read It
through the first night I get It, and
then walt for the next one.”

THE ALLIANCE-INDEPENDENT of
Lincoln has changed its name to THE
WEALTH MAKERS, with a fle, large
a'tructive head. It fs the same old
paper with the same orew of editors
advoenting the same Populist prinel-
ples a8 dld THE ALLIANOS- INDEPEND-
ENT. —Verdon Vedotts,

THR ALLIANCE INOEPENDENT has
doffed the old name, and in the ‘uture
will ba koowa by the name, “Tne
WeALTH MAKERS.” This is & very
appropriste name for a paper that s
doing sn untold amount of good in our
state.—Teoumsah Republie,

THE ALLIARCE [SLEPENDENT comes
out with s gorgeously gorgeous new
heading, TRE WrALTR MAKERS. We
ure confidentinlly informed that it has
no reference whatever to the proprie-
tors of the paper.—Lincoln Bvening
Nows,

A. Arthur Gritles of Hastlogs, Neb,
writes: “You are making a splendid
paper. Your double lesded editorial
this week Is romarkably fine and p ao
teal.  All wo need now is to get the
paper Into the hands of the people, ”

“WeALTH MAKERS" |5 the new name
for THE ALLIANCE INDEFENDENT,"
and adds groatly to the appearance of
that paper, bosides I8 |s broader snd
much more comprobensive in Its sig-
nificance.—Shelby Sua.

THE ALLIANCE-INDEPENDENT has
bheenn changed In name W “Tun
WearTH MAkERS, " but ln abliity, uses
fullness and seal |4 I8 the same &8 ustial,
exgept that s improves every lssue.
teople's Bannor

The same of Tus ALLIANOR-INDER
PRNDEST, published at Lincals, has
boen changed and It LW vow Tue
WeALTH Maxkeus. The managemeut,
howover, romalas ischasged. - Quisva
Domuoral. -

THE ALLIANCE- INDEPFRNDENY onms
out lant week under Lis oew name, ' Tis
Waanra Maxksese © That paper s
doing mueh good for the enuse of re
foris - The Hoesdlight

J.W. Dovlasd of Quanell Blalts lowa,
willes  “The sew aame of W paper la
ihe sy of all seggested. You we
bowid W sueveed

-




