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CHAPTER IV,
A GUERRILLA'S HOME

*A dispatch for you, general "

An sid-de-camp entered, followed by
# tall, bronzed Confederate cavalryman
with very muddy boots and o southern
sombrero on his head. In his hand he
emrried s sealed envel on the left
band corner of which was printed,
*Official business. "

*Why not bring it yourself?'' asked
the general, evidently put out at being
fnterrupted at dinner.

“The messenger says that ho was in-
mruoted to deliver it tonoone but your-
self. It {s from general headquarters.”

The man stalked in, his accouter-
ments rattling as he did so, and remov-
ing his hat handed the general the com-
munication. He opened it, and seeing
that it was in oipher handed it toa
member of his staff who possessed the
key and directed him to unravel it It
read as follows:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TENNESSEER,
June 27, 1862, ‘

To Gencral —, Commanding Csvalry on Ex-

treme Right:

Mir rrwoo Irddrx mexrer Izl krxn m nbpy
:Ia.’ u:’ tixwrax dari mmir’\:ulnl‘:’:umm

g2 ljmsga mikkingmfy fo Ivdsvkwvge,
Egal jwpxy tx bagw.
BraxTox Brago, O m'd'g.

Bearcely had the general given the
dispatch over for interpretation when
another from the same source, which
bad come by telegraph, was handed
him also, evidently an inextricable
jumble of letters. This, too, was taken
up by the cipher officer. In the course
of half an hour he handed interpreta-
tions of both to hischief. The first read
a8 follows:

The enemy having taken the gaps, I will
sbandon my present line. Be ready to form
rear guard to troope retreating by University.
Move south at once.

Here is the second:

Enemy'a tolegram in cipher recoived. Can:
not Miss Baggs secure information of the en
emy's intentions as to following this army
aoross the Tonnessee? Buch information would
anable us to be prepared if he attacks in con:
ocentrated form or cut him up in detall if he
QAivides.

The general gave the two messages a
foew minutes’ consideration, and then,

dismissing the aid who had interpreted

““What chicken coop?’
““Th’ one on wheels "'

“‘Oh, the buggy,’ she said, smiling.
“T left that for the Yankees to pick up
when they come along. "'

“Rats’ll be ridin inter i¢, I reckon.”

“If ho can find it, he's welcome to
it,’" and with a laogh she dashed after
the rest.

Farmer Slack only sucoeeded in get-
ting a few miles on the way before
nightfall. Then, coming to a small vil-
lage, he made up his mind that it would
be better to sleep there than attempt to
go on throngh s country being abandon-
ed by one force to be immediately ocon
pled by another. He knew well the
erowded condition of the roads and the
perils of night travel. 8o singling out
| & hounse beside the road, which was the
main street of the place, and seeing a
woman standing in the door, he asked
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through himseli and dropped beside

Jukey.

““Now for the stable, my son.”

Going across some vacaut lots, they
reached the stable and took out both
the horses.

“Jake,"" said the father, "'I'm goin
to the headquarters of the Federala |1
want yer to stay 'n take keer o' yer sis-
w ”"n

**Souri don’t need no one ter take
keer o' her. "

The farmer went back into the sta-
ble, leaving Jakey to hold the horses,
and brought out a saddle and bridle.

*“Waal, Jake,' he said presently,
“ghe’s a gal 'n may need y*."’

‘“What yer goin fo'?"’

“T' tell 'em the sonthern men air
gittin outen Tullyhomy. 'T may make
a lot o' differ ter th' canse. "’

‘““Why can't I go 'n do thet?"

if she wounld give him and his party a
night's lodging. I

““Reckon I kin keep you uns, but |
hain’t got no stablin fo’ the critters.””

“Oh, I kin find a place fo'them
uns, '’ said Slack, and handing ont his
daughter she went into the house with
Jakey, while the farmer drove off to
find shelter for the horses. Jakey wish-
ed to go with him, but his father bade
bim stay with Bouri.

The woman of the house was depress-
eod. Bhe was not strong, and the contin-
ned successive occupation of the country
by Union and Confederate troops for
more than a year had completely worn
ber out.

And now another shifting was at
bhand. At first she had spoken her sen-
timents freely. They were with the
Confederacy, but lately she had come to
endeavoring to find out the sentiments of
strangers before betraying ber own.
Wondering whether shs was harboring
Unionists or secessionists, she began to
question Jakey.

“Reckon you uns live nigh ‘bout |
hyar, don’t y', boy?"” '

“Nigh onter th’,SBequach.
“Let me fill that kettle for you,”

The farmer made no reply. He went
on equipping the horsa for a ride, but
he was thinking. After all, wouldn’t a
boy have a better chance to geét through
than a man? He had great confidence
in Jakey's abilities in this direotion,

“Jakey,” whispered Farmer Slack.
for they had been tested long before
near the beginning of the war, Then he
disliked to leave his daughter without

| protection in a lawless territory.

‘‘Jake,”” he asked at last, ‘‘do y’'
think y' o'd do 't¥’

“Reckon. "

“I kin put y' on th’ road 't Manches-
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said Bouri, seeing the woman about to #%er. Thar or before y’ git thar y'll
take up a wooden bucket she was scarce- | find Yankees. But yer powerful little
ly able to lift. The woman suffered her | f0’ sich a job." And the farmer looked

and went on making inquiries of Jakey.

““Thur mixed over thar’. Some’s Un-
fon, 'n some’s secesh. Which air yer
paw?”’

**Waal, I ben tor gkule a year, 'n paw |
he mought 'a’' changed sence I went
away."'

“‘Don’t say *‘mought,’ Jakey, dear,”
said Souri.

The woman looked at Jakey inquir-
ingly.

“Y' oconldn't ’'s’ 1'arned muoh at
skule ef y' reckon a man's goin ter

at his son undecidedly.

*Do y’ think 1I'm a babby ter be rock-
ed in a oradle?"’

““No, Jakey. Yer a 'markable li
chap. Thur's not 'nother boy o'y
age livin I'd trust to carry this mess.

I reckon I'll let y’ try it.”

Black took Jakey up in his arms ard
sat him on the horse. Then he shorten-
ed the stirrups till all the holes in the
straps were oxhausted, when he out
new ones, making the length a proper
one for Jakey’s little legs.
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them, directed him to inform Miss Baggs
that he wonld like to see her.

When she entered, the general handed
her the interpreted copies of the two
dispatohes.

‘‘Here is & more important work for

but just plane onest deeds

the gud lord must be awful tired
uv awl them hims an prares
that showtin hallylujah
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i ofen think heed wash away

change sides in this hyar fight Th’ gitll *‘Now, Jake,' said his father in a
wusser 'n wusser, Stillef yo'd ben hyar tone that bespoke a desire to put resola-
ye'd l'arned thet. Reokon y’ ben no’th tiom into himself and the buy at the
to ekule?" same time, '‘tell th’ Federal general
“Wo have been north—in Ohio," | that a guertilla kem to the house whar
said Souri as she put the kettle on the We war sleepin and tole his wife thet
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