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February 21, 1895.

THE ECONOMIO SITUATION

(Continued from lst page.)

¢y owner. How can this be? Let us see?

t that the state has sanctioned my
right to life, then, necessarily, 1 have o
right to the use of those conditions which

Jmake hie possible. Food, elothing and

shelter are essential to myflh_vsical life.
Ii 1 cannot produce these 1 die. 1 can
roduce them only by application of my

bor to the factors land and capital.
But land and eapital are private prop-
erty, Assuming that lown only my la-
bor power, if landlord and capitalist will
not employ me for a wage they separate
me from the factors land and capital,
and 1 starve,

Thus it would seem that the right to
employment is implied in the right to life,
Because society has not recognized this
right and made provisions for it, makes

, it none the less valid.

One may be deprived of the right of
marriage by force of economic conditions
arising from social injustice. It 18 oniy
of this form of deprivation that I speak.
1f we conceive of the marriage relation
and the family as an institution, the ob-
jeet of which is the development and per-
fection of the character of those who en-
ter iuto this relation, then any obstacle
to its consummation i8 a defeat of the
purpose of life,—a thwarting of the or-
gauizing idea which would resuit in mar-
riage, the family, the home—the iustitu-
tion wherein one first learns to find his
own true life in the life of others through
gell-sacrifice for the good of others,

1t is in the family—the home—that one
first comes to the consciousness of the
brotherhiood of man—the organization
of the race—the state.

The government that permits the or-
ganization of “business” enterprises, and
fosters them, whieh in their operation
produce social injustice is an anarchical
government, It destroys the state.

“The rights above enumerated are not
abaolute and uulimited; the government
fixes their limitations in the act of creat-
ing them."”

But it is “Jaw that gives private and
public control to land and eapital, and
thus gives individual owners, or 8 na-
tion of individual owners, the power to
determine the distribution of wealth.”

I have thus far presented briefly the
parts of the industrial system—mining,
manufacturing, agriculture, commerce
and the collateral industries, 1 have
shown that all productive processes are
carried on by the lunctioning of land, la-
bor and capitul; that these factors of
production are also factors of distribu-
tion, and that the sovereign power—the
state, acting through a government—or-
ganizes property and industry by law,
and that it—the law and the modes of its
interpretation and construction—be-
comes the most powerful factor of distri-
bution,

Thus we have a system in which “‘the
wants, energies aud abilities of men,” in
their strugeles to achieve the aims of life,
“igamert themselves within an econoniie
and loyal framework created by the so-
cial elass which controls the policy of the
nation.”

The functioning of the factors of pro-
duction under the institution of private
property makes necessary the legal
rights of persons already enumerated,
and alszo certain rights of property not
here enmmerated.

The lognd system is the reflex of the in-
herent inws of the economie system. Or,
atated another way, laws relating to
property and industry are effects; eco-
nomic laws of the particular system, the
causes.

The soeiul irritation and unrest foday
in all capitalistic conntries is the neces.
sary consequence of the mode of produc-
tion and distribution of wealth.

It is popular with those who know
nothing of the historical genesis of the
present system, and who stand in an ac-
cidentally secure economie position to
gay that those who suffer from their in=
dustrial condition are only receiving the
natural punishment of their economie
gins. Dot the fact is, they are suffering
from the consequences natural to this
particular system of production and dis-
tribution. The laws of the system are
“natural” to this particular syatem of
production and distribution. They are
not natural laws in the sense that grav-
ity and chemical affinity arenatural laws.

Based on this misconception that
economic laws of the existing system ure
God's laws instead of those of an indus-
trinl system which was man-made, and
slowly evolved through centuries of
tyranny and oppression—it is this mis-
conception that led the New York pluto-
crat to advise the laboring people of
that city and the country at large to
exercise Christian submission and forti-
tude to their industrial condition and to
fill metkly and patiently the place which
God had assigned them.

Such a conception of the will of God is

God ia identical with the inherent laws of
an industrial man-made system which
distributes its wealth products according
to the laws enncted by the seli-interest
and organized greed of the social class
that rules the poliey of the government
at a given time. If the plutocrat was sin-
cere, he was ignorant. If he was insiucere
he was a hypocrite,

But my task is to find the economic
condition of the farmer in this system,

This can be done beat by illustrating
the process of production and distribu-
tion in some one form of the great in-
dustries, as manufacturers; and then
comparing and contrasting this process
with that of farming when the economie
condition of the farmer, in relation to
the economic condition of the other in-
dustrial classes will become clear,

A MANUFACTURING PLANT.

First we need a “Captain of Industry"
—a Frick or a Pullman. He is a product
of modern industrial conditious.

His qualificavions are the following,
among others. He must be & master of
the detanils of manufacturing in some
line—able to take raw material and go
through every process to the finished
product. He must have wide and exact
commercial knowledge. His kuowledge
must cover the sources of all raw mate-
rinl entering invo his product, and the
demands and consuming capacity of his
market, He must have the capacity to
organize men in an industrial society so
they shall be as perfect an industrial ma-
chine ns the German army is a military
machine.

He may or may not havemuch capital.
Let us suppose he has $100,000; a small
sum. But one captain has wealthy
friends who desire to live off the earnings
“of their capital without joining their own
labor to it, and taking the pains and
risks attending productive industry,

In fuct they have no knowledge, and
need none, of the details of the business.

They have “rconfidence’’ in the ability
of “‘capital.”’ Each of the four capitalists

)bam-d on the mistake that the will of

put up £100,000 which with that of the
captain’s makes 300,000, A small sum
now-a-days, but sufficient to illustrate,

The captain is (he manager.  He buys
twenty acres of land at a favorable loca-
tion on which to establish the plant.
Remember now, this is the factor Jand,
The firm or corporation is the landlord.
The captain then erects the shops and
factories and puts into them the most
improved tools and machines in the
world; many of them protected by pat-
ents, thus giving him an advantage over
competitive producers. He has examin-
ed the modes of production in all the
detailaat homeand abroad. He employs
one or more mechaunical engineers—men
educated at our polytechnic schools—
men who can invent and construct labor
saving tools and machines to displace
laborers and thereby save wages and
thus cheapen cost of production. He
then buys raw material out of which to
make his produet.

Buildings, tools and machines, and raw
material are capital. Now the captain
has two factors of produetion bronght
together—land and capital, Of them-
selves they produce nothing. They can-
not function. Where is the third factor
labor? The captain owns neither slave
nor serf. There are only free men to deal
with. He goes into the labor market to
purchase labor power in his line of pro-
duction. He agrees to pay one man $5.
a day; oue $4.; one $3.; one $2.; one §1.
according to skill and efficiency.

Captan and laborer conironteach other
in the labor market as free men—the one
the buyer, the other the seiler of labor
power. Each is legally free to contract
or not to contract for a wage. But it
must be noticed particularly; that the
freedom and equality of the contracting

rties is only a legal freedom and a
egal equality. It is not economic free-
dom and economic equality on the part
of the laborer. The laborer's wage is de-
termined by his skill and efficiency and
by the intensity of competition with
other laborers of equal gkill and efficiency
His wage is not determined by a tariff,
protection. Bahl Heis coerced to ac-
cept a wage thus determined from the
fact that he owns neither land norcapital
and can produce nothing to support life
except he sell his labor rowpr for a wage
so determined, His freedom consists
really in the choice between work and
atarvation. His objeet in accepting the
wage a8 determined is to support life.

The object of the captain will appear
further on.

(aptain and laborer contract. Luborers
enter the shops and factories, Now the
three factors are united and production
beging. Raw material enters the bagin-
ning of the manufacturing process. It
eomes out the finished product.

Suppose the finished produet be my
pocket knife, Land, labor and capital
have been brought togetherand organized
with much foresight and skill. They rep-
resent a vast amount of property, and
an organized industrial community, all
for the purpose of making jackknives,
Is this the finnl end of all this organiza-
tion and therefore the real cause of it?

The plant turns out millions of jack-
knives. Are they made for the consump-
tion of the laborers?

One apiece will do them. DBut what is
to be done with the rest? Why, ench
unit of the product is sold for §1.00.
That's whatis doue with them, This
answer only shifts the question. What
is to be done with the $1.007 Whose
£1.00 in it? The answer comes as quickly
as the question. Land—(landlord)—de-
mands  rent; eapital—(eapitalist)—de
mands interest; raw materinl demands
cost; wear and tear of buildings, tools,
and machines their increment of replace-
ment: insuranece its cost; taxes—the gov-
ernment’s share—their cost, and finally
labor its wage. All these demands are
inexorable. Under the system, they are
the legitimate cost of production,

We proceed to divide the dollar in
answer to these demands. There are
laws which determine these rates of dis-
tribution, but they can not be discussed
here. The parts of the $1 may not be
relatively correct, as distribauted, but
that will not destroy the value of the
illustration. We take out five cents for
rent; five cents for interest, because no
landlord or capitalist allows the use of
his private property without exacting
rent or interest, if he can enforee it; five
centa for wear and tear; five cents for in-
surance and taxes; twenty centas for cort
of raw material, and finally twenty cents
for wages. There iteins amount to
pixty cents. $1—60cts—40cts. The cap-
tain is the organizer and superintendent.
His “salery” is counted in 88 a part ol
the labor cost in the twenty cents given
to labor.

, Total cost of a unit of the product 60cts,
40cts left. What is this 40cts? Whose is
it? Two important questions.

IT 18 SURPLUB VALUE; I, E.

what is gained over and above all cost
of production. ‘This surplus value is
profit—is what the plant was organized
for—what the knives were made for—
what the knives were sold for—what the
captain and his capitalist friends put
their money into the plant for—is the
final end—the real cause of organizing
the factors of production and condueting
the process of production.

Orthodox economists eall surplus value
“reward of enterprise,” In legitimate
roductive industries wealth is piled up
yy the accumulation of surplus value.
Surpluse value is converted into capital
by investing it to increase original eap-
ital. This is what itis. But equitably
whose ia it? A laborer, educated in a
labor organization, comes forward and
says, "It belongs to us, the laborers."”

A colloguy ensues.

Captain. Why so?

Laborer., *Wealth belongs to him who
produces it, and every cent taken from
industry without an equivalent is rob-
bt'l')'."

Is that proposition true?

Captain. Abstractly, yes. But con-
eretely, it depends on the legal system
under which production is orgnnized.

Did not your laborers enter into a con-
tract to work for a wage which you have
received aceording to the contract?

Laborer. Yes,

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

Land and Money

“Moreover, the profit of the earth s for all;
the king himscltls served by the fleld *'—<Eet. 9,

Whichis the greater, the land or finance
question? Of the two problems we think
the land lies deeper in the actual needs
and independensze of mankind, for if a
willing worker could have five, ten, or as
many acres of land as he could fally de-
yelop, it wonld be to him a bank with
God a3 its president, never closed when
he wantlted to use his proeeeds. Nor would
Ullt]'nl‘u:mnt ever be evicted, We deem
it just & essential to true manhood to

unders@nd the tillage of the soil as that

every woman to be thoroughly edueated
must understand all about good house
keeping.

To establish a noble government we
must devise some plan that will break
the monopoly of men in cities, also the
monopoly of land in the country. Co-
operative corporations seem today to be
the nearest cut across the country’s mis-
rule to give mankind an object lesson of
what the earth way do for man when he
obey’s God’s command, “Go dress and
keep the earth.”

Bring our money problem to a full so-
lution by finding a factor that will save
a nation’s credit by developing its people
and resources to their highest point of
excellence.

These two questions must beanswered,
Aund what throes of mental anguish have
been and are yet to be suffered because
mankind has evaded truth's exactions,
the exact truth about all things. And
the world cannot receive the “kiss of God's
peace upon its forehead” until self dies
and God reigns instead over every heart
and home, R. Aaxes C.

The Doom of Our People.

I voice ‘the plaint of millions of my
elass who till the soil, for everywhere our
woea are one, and we bring the saame in-
dictment against the present order of
things in the great American republic.
Ourills are the same wherever you may
go, whether it be among the flelds that
abut againet an nnbroken wall of pines
far down in Maine, In mnarrow gorges
ridged in by the Alleghany or Rocky
Mountains, where the crop must be
wrenched from the soil by main strength,
Forin that vast zone of fertility, the
Misgissippi valley, which is the grandest
agricultural region of all God’s creation.
In all these localities, so diverse aud dis-
tant from each other, the farmer’s lot
remains the same, and it is a universally
unsatisfactory one. It matters not what
crop he may raise, whether ft be cotton,
corn, wheat, potatoes or rice. It does
not affect his general stute, whether rail-
ways and great marketing centers be
near or far away, for favoring environ-
ments fail torescue him from the onward
sweep of & malign current that bears him
ever nearer and nearer to bankruptey.
From the older states bordering the
Alleghanies to the new ones, at the base
of the Rockies, all are alike blanketed
with mortgages. The valuation of Olio
farms decreased an hundred million dol-
lars between 1880 and 1890. In the

great prairie state of lllinois, the most
productive region in the whole world, the
rural population is steadily diminishing,
and yet [llinois has hundreds of thous-
ands of rich acres thut have never felt
the plow.

Nine millions of mortgages, aggregut-
ing billions of dollars, on the homes of
the men who toil the hardest and most
liours of any class of workers!

There has been a shrinkage in the price
of farm products in the past twenty-two
years aggregating more than fifty per
cent. The loss by reason of this shrink-
age to the farmers of the West and South

THE WEALTH MAKERS.
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ita dark vortex. Shall we be equal to
the pmergency? Will we meet the perils
of the situation like brave men, or will
we sknlk like cowards? Men with the bal.
lot should never thiuk of bullets, But
with the one or the other theseconditions
will be met. 1f done with the ballot there
i# no time to be frittered away upon
bhobbies and isms, Once we are in the
enmbrace of the serpent coils of the gold
basis, gold standard, gold bond, green-
back-destroying oligarchy; once the
poisonons fangs of this devil-fish are
thoroughly embedded in the vitals of the
republic; once our national currency is
cremated at a cost to posterity of $1,-
250,000,000 as per President Cleveland's
lan, and the ballot will avail little. Rev-
ution or perpetnal servitude is our cer-
taindoom. Lengnes and clubs—not Pop-
ulist party—but non-partisan, patriotic
leaguen, shonld be organized’ in every

upon wheat and cotton ulone har been
more than three billions of dollars,
although the change in the per capita
production during that time has not
been of itsell sufficient to makeany mate-
rinl difference in values. The conditions
of the wage earning clars are still more
appalling. Look where we may, we find
wunt and destitution increasing in an
alarming ratio. All this, too, in a
conntry unequaled by none in fertility,
mineral resources and manufacturing
and commercial advantages by any
conntry in all the world. d

There must be something sadly out of
joint, somewhere, or theseevil conditions
could not be. Thereis a great and sub-
tle enemy somewhere. An enemy that is
not only bringing temporary hardships
and privations upon us as a people; but
our liberties are jeopardized, and the life
of the republic is hanging in the balance,
These are facts that no one whose God
is not gold, and whose patriotism rises
higher than his partisanship can doubt,
after digesting President Clevelaud’s
late message. That message was de-
gigned to be the climax—the consumma~
tion of all the conspiracies of the past
thirty years—the last link in the letters
of American industrial slavery.

My brothers, what is to be done? Are
we 80 blinded by partisanship that we
cannot learn wisdom from the cold and
and sordid acts of our enslavers? When
we see them break away from all party
affiliations and make common cause
with the enemiee of our race, can we not
then, I nsk, see the great demand of the
hour? see that that demand is to get to-
gether? which can be accomplished only
by every American citizen laying Lis
partizanship upon the altar of his coun-
try. While there are millions of our peo-
ple who already wee this imperative ne-
cessity, there are other millions who have
not awakened to the perils of the situa-
tion, but are still trusting to those who
brought the present scourge upon the
country. These people will, when divest-
ed of their partisan blindness, be found
in the front ranks fighting for our com-
mon rights,

The present is the most dangerons or-
deal which our country has ever been
called upon to pass through, Our iree
institutions are in the throes of dissolu-
tion. The immortal Lincaln once said:
“We cannot long exist hall slave and
hali free.” Neither can we long exist hall
industrial slave and hall monied pluto-
erat. Slavery and freedom are not more
antagonistic than that of & monied plu-
toeracy and free institutions. Neither of
the two conditions have ever long existed
in any country side by side.

My countrymen, we are fast approach-
ing & climnx! We, usn republic, arextund-
ing upon the brink of anawiul abyss that
no man ecan fathom. Our free institu-
tions are suspended us by a thread above

city, village and township, irom Maine
to California and from the lakes to the
to the guli. The deserving doom of re-
creant senators and congressmen should
be sounded in tones of thunder, and the
vivid lightning of the wrath of an out-
raged people should strike terror to their
bribery-debauched souls.
Jonataan Wigains.
Cambridge, Neb.

The Work of Reform

It will not be accomplished in a day,
but by years of carnest patient labor.

“The summer goldiers and the sun-
shine patriot” will grow faint-hearted
and lay down their weapons in despair
beiore they bave passed the borders of
the skirmish line,

The work the Populist party has un-
dertaken transcends all former efforts to
wards the amelioration of mankind.

The foe they have to contend with s
the most formidable enemy of public
peace and prosperity; its name is Ignor
ance, ita leaders, Avarice and Sell-aggran-
dizement.

Education is the only weapon that can
reach the foe and subdue it, Patience is
the good right bhand that must wield
it.

The sum of human misery is contained
and perpetuated within its ranks, each
individual is a martyr to false convie-
tions, and while correclion is imperative,
it should be tempered with charitable
forbearance from the fact that “‘they
know not what they do.”

Labor, the mighty force that has trans-
formed the crude materials of nature in-
to the perfected instruments required for
the comforts of the race, lies prone in
dust, struggling for existence, consciouns
of wrong, but ignorant of the way of de-
liverance, Here is your fleld of labor
and mfne, fellow-worker, a labor of love
and mercy with this eaptive host of false
system ol government, Not the work of

a day or year, but the work of a lifetime
il need be,

If repulsed try again, and yet again,
and keep trying. All education is the
fruit of repeated lessons, the product of
persevering instruction. Therefore let us
speak often to our neighbor, spare not
the truth, but temper it with charity and
kindnesa, C. H. Kixa.
Bhermaun Co., Neb.

Ayer’s Hair Vigor is the beat prepara-
tion which can be obtained for removing

dandruff and curing humors of the scalp,
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