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WHAT ABOUT THE PLATFORM?

[Those who have convictions regarding whil
ghould be demanded in our staie platform are
{nvited Lo send thelr fdens for publication.—
BDITOR WEALYE MAKERS |

. H. Sornberger's Beat Judgment
Wanoo, Neg., July 23, 1804,

Editor WEALTH MAKERS:
Your request for ruggestions as to
‘y"-lmr pext plavform and what It should
contaln is imely. Princlples are of
more censequence than the nsmes of
men which stand as thelr exponent, It
{s more imporiant that we be right than
that we Immediately succeed. Buo-
cess withouts well defined and well
understood purpose of economlo pro-
gress, would be equivalent to fallure.
Hence. so cslled ''fusion” with sny
body of men not fully imbued with the

principles for which the nsme “Popu-, our next state platform should contain

list"” stands, while ivmight appear, from
the politiclan’s standpolnt, to promise
success, iasure in the end to prove a
failure. If Popullsm were vhe exponent
of no other purpose than the ''free and
unlimited colnage of silver and gold oo
s ratio to esch other of 16 to 1, regard-
less of the action of any other mation
on earth,”the party might well dis-
band, with s recommendation to its
members to join the ' free silver demo-
crate” of this state, snd so wipe the
vgold bug Democrate” out of existence,
s0t0 apesk. But this party stands for
muth beslde ‘‘free silver.,” Indeed,
free silver |s but & small frection, &
bagstelle, of the things its adherents
seek to accomplish, therefore we can-
not utilize those whose politicsl borl-
zons are circumsoribed sod limited to
the one (very desirable) lda embraced
in the term “free silver.”

Therefors let us ignore Mr. Bryan's
oriticism, vhat the Popullsis advocate

4o messures whioh seem to bim *'im-
practicable” (he will ¢hange his mind
gome day, snd it will be then time
enough to give him & good thing). and
continue the advocacy the great
economlc changes embraced in—

1. A radical incresse in the volume
of money, including the free and ub-
limited colnage of silver on & ratio of
16 $0 1, the sbolition of bunks of issue,
state or national,and the establlsghment
of & direct lesue of paper money by the
government sud without any bank ln-
tormediary.

9. Natlonallzation of rallroads, tele
graphs, aul all means of transporiation
and communication. _

3. Aholition of alien ownership of
land. [Individually [ favor the Single
Tax on land, but we have not coms 10
[t yet, probably, especia ly in the west

4. A grdusted income tax.

5. The estsblishment of the postsl
bank of deposit.

So much should be declared as our
general platform, us the decliration of
the thinge we wish necomplished by
the-nation, In addition we should, |
think, give endorsement to the mesx-
fmum frelght rate bill enseted by the
last leglsiature, saud deplore the diln
tory and unprecedented notlon of the
Federsl court of this distrlot lo Inter-
posing its Jurisdiotion 1o rastraln s

‘“"Iwﬂclli operatios We should de-
olare fur the divect e'votlon of United
Siatas seantor, fur the parsage of lawe
authorlzlug munteipal oapership of
straet  rallwaye,
and other Hghiliog

We ought o discuss the question us
to whether the tline has not gome 1o
sop the juntber
lands, wod retaln tho remsinder there

{
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well to humanity, but not to the degree
of sscrineing & pringiple to gnin ‘Jonves
and fishes.” We champlon the abollsh-
ment of greaterconomio wrongs, These
wrongs oannot be ahsted in & day nor
in & year, and perhaps not in & decade.
They were sges in growtb; they will
necds dle bard. Fuslon for temporsry
geln, to get the offices, will never des-
troy them; persistence snd & never end:
ing struggle will, Humanity pro-
gresses, geverally slowly, sometimes by
leaps and bounds. The first Is evolu-
tion, the latter ls revolution, Evolu
tion is best.
&, H BORNBORGER

A Lietter From J V., Wolfa,

LincoLn, Neb., July 21, 1864
Editor WEALTH MAKERS: v
Yours requesting my opinlon of what

{s before me. You say, “it has been
suggested, by our most thoughtful ocor-
respondents, that s discussion of the
piatform, on which our candldates are
to stand, Is even more important thanm
the question, whom we shall have to
stand on 1t.” 1 know that they, sad
you will exouse me if T express my ser-
fous doubts ss to the correotness, and
soundness, of this statement. [ may be
wrong, but, after years ol experlence,
and observation, [ bave coms to regard
party platforms as of very little conse-
quence ascompared to men. Plutforms
may be, sod they ought to be, all right,
but without men who are also all right,
they amount to nothing. Parties, in
their platforms only profess, while men
in their official capncity have to per-
form. Platforms cover, comparatively,
but few of the questions upon which
men, electrd upon them, will be fe-
quired to sct, and they are essily and
often Ignored. [nstangrs are numerous
where the platforms of parties were
comparatively right, while the men
wore positively sll wrong. The last
national platforms of both the old par-
ties favored bi-metallsm. but the men
voted, as a rule, for a gold standard,

The republican party of thls state bas,
for years, resolved in favor of & reduc- |
tlon of freight rates, and other needed |
reforms, but its members of the leglala
ture haye voted agalost them all. For|
these, and other reasons that [ might
give, [ have come 1o regard party plat |
forms of but little conseqieénce com-
pared tomen. In my humble opinion,
the greatest, and mostpressiog demand
| of our tige I, not for sound platforms,
but for sound men, men who are [lest
| wize anough v know thelr duly, and,
after tha', Aunest enough to do 14, elther

with, or without, & platform. [ would
.much pre'er such 4 man, without any
{ platform, 10 the wisest and best plarform
| witbout such » man on it. My ldeal
of o mun, either in or out of offfes,
|15 ome who 13 capanle of koowing what
| is rlght, between man and mso, aod
who is incapablo of koowlnglydolng his
fellow mun & wrong. Glve ma such &
man, or such men, and [ will be satlsfied
with almost avy kind of & piatform that
our people, when they go W Grand
[1sland may soe fiv to adopt.  Bub your
“most thonghtnl coreesoondents™ and

I d ¥er only ln the degree of Limportance
to be attschod respectively to our plat
form, sad the men to b pluced upos (L,

1 mpprehend but Htsle, If suy, trouble
ahout our state platforin, when we shall
Kt h-gu'”u'r at Greand lsinnd,  If thape
s wny party that ' preotiosl'y unlied,
In s demands, [t lagertainly Lha Inde:
pendent parcty Wao can all certminly
agree ia realfirming the priooiples and

domunds of the Umaha platfoom We
oas agdren 1o demanding & more eo
nomfoal adminstration of oar state
ni'wirs, and s mors striol secountabliiy
f publto vMoers for wodeys Appropeiat
vl wnd vxpe ndod 1 F the suprotae oy
shossi!d deelde the muximums rate bil
unoonstisutione), whiteh 1 s Heely W

Ber, o ean sgrees Lo s |V kg i, orope

of sl dine Lingeord We can sgree Yhnt
pur e sohod! Fundd shall be lnves
sl mocurding Y lne, gad #IVROUAR TR
eft, "ol thousands af o diars, @ par
lwos bien med bosd s posu ey \ud
to feat, | toel aore thal e 0an &l agrew
uporn wyreryililng What is stiautely
1 AFY W bhe setder et of aur von
dl bne ae s sularlng o Tha waly

davger | lmagloe bs In demanding o

mowt Lot us got semelding wlore we
domand erergfhiag. although the \hings
demnnded be, In Ahemselves, righs It
the obilel of the aposties could say \bad
Call things nre lawful lor me bul all

Ahings are ok axpediont,” Vhe ohlel of

parties can certainly sfford to adopt his
luepired words, 1, peesonaily, beliove
in many reforms, outside of those we
have alrendy demunded, but [ also be-
lieve, that if we can get those demanded,
that It will be much easler toget all the
rest than it will be o get way if we
demand them sll at once, If I had 10
suggest but a single additlon 1o our
former demands for siate legislation 1t
wou'd be in fevor of what is now known
sé the prinoiple of the ‘Initistive snd
Referendum.” [ belleve that the near-
or we can get to, and the more we rely
upon, the people themselves, the batter
it will be for us, and | have slways been
opposed to the veto power (o the hands
of sty one man.

These, Mr, Ediwr, are simply my In-
dividual views frankly and honestly ex-
pressed, snd you snd your readers can
conslder them for what they are worth,
We are about to enter upon s campalgn
the most important in the history of
our organization, or that of the state,
sod sll pet schemes, snd all pet men,
should be lost sight of, and the wisst,
sod best meu should be sent w0 Grand
Island, to make & pistform, snd place
upon it & ticket, solely in the interest
of success, and the success of our de:
maads, This done, and what little lo-
fluence | may have, or what ability I
possess, as far as I am physically snd
financially sble, shall be devoted snd
consecrsted tothe work of flosl triumpb
in November. J. V. WoLre.

A Btrong Argument for Direct Legls-
Iatlon.
Loup City, Neb,, July 186, '94.
Editor WEALTH MAKERS:

Allow me w thank you for the em-
phatic declaration in your lseue of the
12th inst, in (avor of making & demand
for the Inltistive snd Referendum fhs
Arst plank on the platform. It Is time
we make this the lssue of lssues, and [
kope the office-seeking element o our
own ranks, 10 whom exireme partisan:
ship s & veriwable elixir vitl will not
be strong enough to side track It

We can, in simost suy neigliborhood,
find ten Republicen or Denocrats who
#esent 10 many of the reforms we advo-
cate, where we cancot liod one who
wlll joln vur party.

Party organization s justitinble only
f8 b means e 6o end-—1s at bust but &
necessury evil, necessary only under
present prevailing conditions; and lo
the event of pariy success it has lovarl
ably proved an impediment 10 honest
government, sud & proilfic source of
politieal currupilon,

lo sttempilog w0 secure the onscl-
ment ol laws for the reform of present
abuses we are hindered almost us much
as we are helped by [t, becduse we offer
w0 siernative w sonest Hepublicsns
sud Demogras except w do violence W
shelr personsl preferences; or, belng @&
minority in thoar party, w cast their
ballots In the lntwrest ol mouopoly; &
fuulty arraugement which bes fure
nished our opponenid the most formid-
wble balwark on cheoklog vur advasce,

li Lhe shme wiy we are banuloappod
through belug obliged W bunscln our |
proposcd rolorms lu & parky platform |
witleh uur somiuses are piedged O sup |
Purt in 1k entirely, Liough lully sware |
what b bs repugnact W, miad will be e |
tag mised by
soovuat ol e preseioe ol ebaoxivus

Wany bLouvst Volrs un

platks, 0r Luw absonog ul vkhiers whilou |
sy lovl bound W advoeale, and winiloh
e monopolisis see o 11 are v bodied
lu Wb plasiorm of some vlier parky,

lu eurrecting shis miswwke of bunok
lug vur rolories ol us begin nt the beo
Rinnlng,

Logisiation roproseiiative
bokhies Toals sulely oo the @ rouud of oun
vonienoe! and though the sophilsim
now o8 ploded Lhat any bady ol repn

through

seflabive s, Duwover selecl, Know bei.ar
what the peup v Waks ki thay do
Mieaasiy on, 3ol Il & couRLEY s o ki
MLUE R ar ew W Lhe | s L il
Laviad W omaimg's bake, ralirosdds
b log ks words lor  ligbting snd

ol obbui, warviouses Tor Ve depoaiy

VWAL b, LRERTWT, Qe T e
wivd oshor mloerals aml late |o|-ld-l|.'\..
B a Daals 0B SHl b s (he neasied

el b ol v sebhange, the pravhioasiiing

Of ak Wit s it suoh s Lhe [ alaren
dum, under whion all et of hin hygle
leture wuuwid teed Tutmal vadurssiiani
by Ve volers « re Ahey oould beoome
mws, will Al leat e guestlosed by
many

[y might sultios for the present |l we |
sopure amendmenls W0 our Bale ognetl-

tution by which the veto power would
ba talean from the governor, and In {18
plsoe the voters be empowered, on pre-
sonting petitions slgned by forty per
cent of the aggregate number of regls-
tered electors in the state, w0 demand
that any messure, not Incompatible
with the constitution of the Unlted
Btater, whioh they shall deem neccsiary,
be rubmitted for thelr approval or re-
jectlon st a speolal election, within
thirty days from presen ation of the
petition, irrespoctive of whether the
leglslature is or is pot in sesslon, or
whether the mensure has or has not
been already passed upon by it or the
stats courts; sod if spproved by a ma-
jority of sald electors, such measure
shall become law without further legis:
Ilstive endorsement; snd, as the act of
the people, shall not be vetoed, changed,
or sct aside by thelr servants In any
department of the government, exeou-
tive, legisintive, or judicial,

Such sn smendment, by empoweriag
the people to take the initiative in in-
troducjng needed reforms, and oarry-
iog them into effeot, would remedy the
weak point In the present constitutien,
under whioh they sre debarred frow
soting for themselves {n making the
laws they desire, unless thelr servants
in the legislature by & three-Afths vote
oonclude to permit them to doso, It
would also deprive a corrupt jydiciary
of the power t0 nullify such laws as the
people might maike; snd there weuld
remain but little inducement for the

tions to spend money tocorrupt
our representatives in soy department
of the government, as the people could
st eny time constitute themselves &
oourt of Iast resort for the final adjudi-
oation of any maiter deemed by them
imporiant enough to osll for thelr in-
terferphce.

As It would be useless t0 expect
majority of the electors to vote for any
measure for which forty per ocemt of
them could not be induced to petition
the cause of reform could suffer nothing
from requiring so large a per centage,
while it would deprive its ememies of
the power to harass and weary the peo-
ple with the turmoll and expense of
elections called for undesirable er un-
NECEBRATY Purposes,

As the cost of getting up petitions,
and verifylog and forwarding them
when slgned, would be borne by the
promoters, it would not be open to the
ohjection of entalling needless expense
un the taxpayers; while it would fur-
nlsh the most effective menns of calllog
the people’s attentlon W needed reforms
und would afford the electors an oppor-
tunity to vote thelr sentiments, on ary
question unprejudiced by ether lssues.

A wide fleld would be furnished for
those who have the necessary magnet-
lsm and ability to urge the cause of re-
form before the people, without coming
uoder vhe stigma of belog office-seekers;
nod as the task of looking after datalls
and the performance of (s duty by the
executive would be regulsted to the
leglalature our representatives would
ba seleoted for the honesty snd business
sagncity oksentinl to eMelont committee-
men, rather than for shelr brillinuce s
OraLors.

It ptoperly presetted 1o the people,
and supported by the ovideaes of sine
cerity sed the courage of our convie
tlons on our part through soleoting, ns
far ua practicable, members for offiolal
positions ou the ground of personal
onharacter and oapability lrrespective of
partisanship, making the eoleatlon of
the three-fifihs of the leglsinture poces
sary o ssoure she rightof the initintive
to the prople the maln issue of the osm-
paigy, 1k does ool seom snressunable 0
hope for sucoess ln our own siate, and
it sucoesalul now, pur example would
give an lmpetos thay would go far o
wards exlendiog the roluim 'o the na
tlona! goverameul ln W

And further, Keaping (v romem by ancoe
Ahat Lhe ab orvatlon Whad man e
vealed rlghts are aftes siother mei's

"o
vestold Wionis I sn Vv remd bk
wards as Lormards; ‘hal this genaration
e fvwsonsinle, and ahou'd suffer for |te
W e tkes Lhnt ds we are responsihie
for makliog privato cwaorship ol Whe ma-
aud, la vhe
ahsenoe of any leaus by governmant of
eortibontes of value for prodooks sl
procesds dopoalied, Vhe only sale sl
reliable nvestweat for the (rulla of
hioasel Wil wo cannol be justifled U |n
easrvlang Whe right of eminent de-
winin we confllsoate honest Investment

toriml Musourere o lawlu
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J0R THE COMENTION

The Wagon Brigade aud Overland Route
to Got There.

GRAND ISLAND I8 THE MEOOA.

A Planto Bring In Ten Thousand Peo.
pie and Sp ead Enthusiasm in Radi-
ating Lings Everwbere,

The Time to Plan Is Now,

EraiN, Neb., Jaly 15, 1804,
J A, Edgerton, Sec’y State Com.,
The People's Independent purty olub
of Elglo, Actelope county, Neo, W
submit & plsn to represent ves
at the coming state convention. Thelr
ides s to extend an invitation, through
THr WEALTH MAKERS to wsections
norvh, enst and west to lloe In with us
sod to Grand Island in & body.
It mﬁ I.I‘hloulhlo. A opt :un
wonld form the procession at Eigin se
start on Mondsy, August 20, snd all
other places represented to the north of
us should line In with us st that place
sod time, sud drive the first day to Al-
blon, hold & banquet on the evening of
the iow; then the second d
to Fullerton; the shird day to Central
City, sod on the 4sh day resch Grand
Island. All te alopg our line mre
invited to join us. If you spprove of
our idea have the publirhed
through WEALTE MAKERS 80 It
will come into the minds of mzroplo
olavar{ direction to make the 24th of
August the greatestday of this year. 1
would say that Antelope county will not
confine herself tothede'egates only,bus
included to shelrfriends, wives,sons, snd
dsughters Inclosed plense find dis-
gram of our proposed route, 1f you ap-
of this p'sn I would urge that it

published this week ye:;so thatother
sections may p the ldes and pre-
pare for it, Please mention how we
sropuulol vel, 80 that in our

irection will watch for us.
Yours for victory,
Sec'y of Elgin Pa :?ia“llgu'
'y 's People's [ndepen-
dent Party Club,

P. 8 —Please inform us when would
be the earliest date that we could ob-
tain either Mr. Devine, Green or Wea-
ver, to come And apeak to us snd we
will arraoge for a crowd, with a Ela’l;ta.

The above snd accompaoylog diagram
did not reach us till after we had gone
to press last week. Weare very glad
to give it space In THE WEALTH
MAKERS now, and thls paper strongly
endorses the plan, Our readers re-
member that we were lhe first to advo-
cate it months ago. We want numbers,
voloes, noise, enthusiasm—as well as
the truth, Multitudes draw multitudes.
Numbers create enthusissm. Momen-
tum gathers power.

Now, then, we will give the substance
of Mr. Bender's dlagram and plan,
Let the teams which ure to form the
convention caravans understand what
principle routes are to be followed, and
places and dutes where nnd when they
are to come ‘together. Convention
wams from Orchard, Savage, Welgan,
Bazlile, Brunswick, Plainview, Nellgh,
Clearwater, Oakdale, Ploree, sod other
polats ~hould meet &t Elgin, August
20; and from there the route would be
through Alblon, Fullerton und Central
City o Grand Island. Another llue
muy be chosen for the Pones, Waynoe
Norfolk, Madlson and selghboriog
luwnas.

Another company should draw o
gether and cowe down on Grand Isinnd
vis 3¢ Paul.  Avotsbier route should run
in from Opd. Another from Broken
Bow and beyond. Awother from Red
| Cioud and osber polats branchiog from
and concenirating in Hastlogs., | Chere
o nlrendy & plan woll staried, in vharge
of John E. Masers ol Hastings, o belug
togelhor the coaventlon Semms [rom
Nuckolls, Clay, Webster and olher
countles, and hold & measing at Has
tlngs. Aug. 2L & barbeous and grost
mate ineowiblog
| pocied 10 b one of Whe spoakers of \hal
[oconslon )  Andol course the Hastings
loompany of wans, greally sugmenied
ab that polos, will move on W the Pop

her rovies Irvin Lhe widihoass and
cast and Along the lise o e |
ratleoad should be ot onow agresd on
wed caravans planned for. Wha will
voluntear W work up and oo mand
ihese waguan Drigades’ Lot ua belng
in & hoot ol peopie aid sead up & shoub
that will shaks the Hepublionn walls,

The entbhustasin ol 199 repoated this
your will bury vhe Hepunlivan party o

deep for resurieoMlon. N1y \biag
now lavors mAking eonvers W e

Populist faith. Now then for astrong
pall all togathar (op tha redamation of
Nebraskn. Tnree cheers for our state
convention, Let everybody go by wag-
on who can taka the time, The ex-
pense will be much less than by rall,
Lot us make v s time of needed recre-

the state of Nebraska has ever known.

Burely, Uomrades. the Column Shietl
bs Given,

OGALALLA, Neb,, July 23, 1504,
Editor WEALTE MAKERS: :
Having justfinished reading Comrade
Mart Howe's open lotter in lnst week's
issue of THE WEALTH MAKARS, sod as
Comrade Howe volces the sentiment

by old party fealty, the thought ocourred
to me that it would be & good plaa if
you could devote & special column for
the old soldiers to express their politd-

proficient writers—as our younger

no doubs In the minde of any how we
stand on the great questions of theday.

who stood up for “Old Glory" from
t0 '65. Glva the old boys » ohanoe

“fall n.” JORN W. WILSON,

Letter From V. O. Strickier.
Editor WEALTH MAKERS;

I have just learned that Hon, W, H,
Denson, st present & member of Uon-
gress from Alabams, kas come over to
the Peopie’s Party. He was elected s
& Democrat but when thet party sold
fwself to Wall sireet, and jolned hands
with the Republicans In an eftort to
fasten the chains of industrial slavery
upon the people of thisland he declined
longer to fight under {ts banner, and
after bidding it & farewall returned to
Alabama where on last Monday he took
the stump for the People's Parsy ticket,
All praise to this man who after becom-
ing convinced that his party no longer
stood for what he believed to be right,
had the oeurage to leave I, ank to cast
his lot In with the only party that be-
lleves {n equal rights to all snd special
privileges to none. If sll men had this
courage we should see such an exodus
from both the old partles as would
make the Populist csuse triumphant
from one end of the country to the
other. They cannot remain in the old
organizations and at the same time be
in favor of principleson which the new
i organiged, The time has come when
every volwr must take & stand In favor
of the system which has brought the
country lnto such » dreadful condition,
or by his ballot he must register his
opposition w It A vole for elther of
the old parties means & vote o consinue
present condivlons, and while » rabld
partisan may oot agree with all of the
minor wralte of the People's party, yet
voting for that party he registers s pro-
tost agalost oxisting conditions and de:
clares himself in favor of & change. 1
am lnelined o bellove that the worst
suemy \he new parly has |s the man

sonater Allen s ox |

whoolalms 1o be o favor of all [ peins
olpal lesues, and ab the same Wine &l
[lows his parthsanship W keep blm (a
hls old organlzation. | am glad w0 be
whle Lo sy that the present Indleations
are that threo other mombers of Cons
groes will soon follow e example of
Mr Donson sod before the presend

uilst eonvontlos Meoow, Umod Islaed { campaign I ovor will reles thelr vob

Lo \helr own states In beball of the peo-
plowpariy. Lot ue hope WAl swong
[ tho shoasands of god people who live
Cupon the sillowy prairies of Nobraska
[ Whers may be many who sl the
Celvation will follow the tanmple

Aheee nuble men. and seerifioe pariisan:

ablp lnorder \hat renson aid conselenos

way direot Wielr volwe.

ation and have the biggest time that

of all old soldiers who are not blinded

loal views in. While moss of usare ot

were spent in the manual of srms In-
stead of going to school—yet we can
give axpression to our sentiments in &
short, precise manner, that can lesve

mouth—through the
best paper in Nebrasks. Now boys,

- i.';‘go “'
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