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THR. GREAT ORATIOY.

Professor Herron's Words at Linceln
Which Waked the World.

A NEW MORAL POLITIOAL VISION.

He Holds up Christ as the Political
Ruler and Savior of the Btate,

Tl Impending Danger
y of Individualism,

wisdom Which Wil Avert Anarchy

At the suggestion of the honored
Chancellor of the University, I am to
speak te you, today, of & new political
viglon, I come to you conscious of the
regponsibility belonging to every word
SpPken upon such & subject, on this
ion, and in these nnxlous days of
{al strain and political change. Be-
use of my knowledge of how much
ater are the hour and epportnnity
sn the thoughts and powers of the
plkeer, what I shall say to you has
n wrought out in deep trouble of
irit. Butthe sense of my own inade-
y has been lost {n the folth that
ere would be present with us the
it of" the rolgning Christ, whose
ubject ] am,in whose nsme I spesk,
“and to whose political wisdom and su-
thority I am here to bear witness, For
my political vislon i the Christian
state.

* The people are looking for a political
order that sha'l associate men In justice,
The old ways of political thinklog and
dolng have exhausted themselves, Our
present systems of human relations will
not sndure the stralo that is coming
upon them, FPolitical constitutions now
#ucred will be consumed in the fervent

heat of the eooclsl trial, and present

forms of institutions will dissppear.

Not since Augustus achleved the eulmi-

nation of the Roman empire in the

unity of & world of splendid misery, has
the race so felt the certalnty and the
dread, the sorrow and the hope, of uni-
versal change. The civillzation of to-
day |8 the camp of & vast unorganized
and undisciplived army, without lead-
rs and without method, yet profoundly
onscious of some conllict near at hand
which shall jssue in & new beginning of

Jhistory.

; I do not fear to have our elvillzation

full of trouble and complalot. I can

i eoncesive of nothing more fearful than

\' "&9 have the present order of things ex-
g withoutdiscontent. And the world-

A passion of todsy is construction, how-

=er destructlive some of 1t8 munifesta-

ons may yet prove. Unorganized and

\knharmonious us the forcea ol change

ow secm, they will be restrained by

ttheir falth in the providence and de-
| llverance of the change, and united in
the living sacrifice of their noblest sons
upon the altar of their faith. The
peoples are not angry, but rather in
sorrow and expectuncy because of thelr

isedular institutlon, with only police
'funetions to procure individual liberty

most conviction that only out of thelr
gavall and angulsh can & better order
ol toglety be boro, The world is full of
discontent, but It 1s the discontent of |
Giod with the degradation ol his utmr|
and deughters under the tyranny of
materisl dominlon, Socloty 18 moving |
quickly toward revolution, but It 1
revolution from sourchy to order; lrom
industrial slavory to soelal freedom:
from politioal sthelsm to the kingdom

| jof Giod.
The revolution comes as the soclal
eroation of the world. The race
Smaking 1ts social self-dlseovery; 1t |a

voming to 1 soclal sellconsclovsness. |
hrough cxporience and sulforing, wih |
k 8 I nowledge too deop for logle and too

h

b for the understanding of s mster
Wlistle philosophy of socloty, the race

{ la loaraing thint 1t s not an aggrogation
§oof Individuals, but one bidy, one hu-
manity, of which all lpdividuals are
oiuambers; that 14 (& not aatural, hus
¥loleny, that thess mowmbers should
rive with sach other for place and lile
the body, Men are comalug W he
ove, and Aoy can no longer be por
[ adod, that competition rather thas
soglation ls Lhe law ol Presarvatlon
fand progress. The olviiiastlon that
ouw bullds upon the assumption that

'i

ol one soclal body Is fundamenially ao

alruslale 0 tho waklog solal censclous

clsns who speculate {o human 1ife upon
the presumption that the people are as
fgnorant and without character as
themselves, will be but fuel for burning
in the day of wrath that is comlng to
consume our trade politics and false so-
cisl philosophles ss stubble. Boelety
must henceforth be the end of political
sclence and effort, Not Individual liberty
and the equillbrium of warrlng seif-ln-
terests, but the assoclation of men in &
communion of justice iy now the work
of the politics that would command the
patience and win the respect of the
people. The visionof brotherhood will
not pass awsy for it is heavenly. Poll-
tics must obey thatvislon,.or the people
will try obedience without politics, and
8 world-tragedy will have to be the
school ip which the nations shall lecrn
their law and mission.

The staté can have no other meaning
than the Interpretation and execution
of the miod of Gad toward the people.
The state {s ordained to be the visible
incarnation of the unseen government
of the world; the medium throogh
which the law and order of God are re-
ceivad and wrought outln progress. 1
there s & purpose In history the state
must be the organ for the accomplish-
iog of that purpose; the organ of the
common inspliration and collective effort
of the people towsed righteousuess,
The state must be the incsrnate con-
sclence of the people; the manifestation
of the highest right of which the people
have knowledge in common; the organ
of their common consciousness of God.
There can be mo continuous develop-
ment of & nation's lile except its 1nstitu-
tions progressively express the falth
asodrorganize the moral reason of the
common peopla, :

The misslon of the state is not ful-
filled in the liberty of the individual,
but in the assoclation of men in aright
eous unity. Liberty is but & means to
the divine socisl end. If liberty I8 not
fulfilled In unity then liberty was' the
consummation of the supreme design of
evil powers. And If liberty means no
more than to fight with each other for
material gain, il the state can do no
more than foster & clvilization founded
In such & freedom, then the evolution |
of eivilization from feudalism was the
irreparable ruin of the world. The
conoeption that freedom consists in the
proteciion o! men from one another
rather than in their sssoclation with
each olher can never bring forth any
order than that of tyranny and slavery.
The worshio of Baal and Moloch was
relatively no more degrading and de-
bhumanizing than the conception of the
state s a commercial compact and

and protect property. If the state has
fundamentally and tinally sny business
that 18 not comprehended in the study
aod organization of the highest right
kpown to man, and the redemptlon of
man from all known wrong, then the
stale is a frsud and a tyraony, and has
no right to exist and have authority
oyer man,

And thera are nottwo kisnds of right,
one lor the state &Rod another for the
Individual. A frat step toward soclal
justice snd politieal virtue must be the
emiuncipation of soclety from hondage |
to the evll imaglontion that thers are

different kinds of vight. If there is o
principle of right aoywhero in the unis
vorse v s right every where, or there
is no unlverse of God and can be no
unity of man, Too wloked fancy that

is | thore are differont standards of rlght

for diffevent spheres of life s the
sance of sxmreby; It Is the destruction
of both ethics and order. There ls not
ono kind of rlght fur God and another
for man; voe lor the ehureh sod naother |
fur the market) one for the

¢

Individus!
and anothor for the state; one for men
actiog sibngly aod another lor men actiog
oollealively ss & commonwen'th or N
inancia! corporatlon. There s not &
rollgious gunlity of right distinet from
& politioal or scosomle qua'lty of right,

Lt thore [s mny righs at all 1t must bo
both universal ln operstion and unlver
sally partloulse fa applioation. The
will of God oanuot be sny dl Teread on
sarth from tho will of God In the beav
ens, Whrever prinelple of right s |

(i the lamont conselousness of his betng, |

when he enters Lhe markel, the stook-

am equally my brother's keeper a3 an
economic or political man, bound to
make my place of businees the keeper
of my brother and the nation of which
[ am 8 member the keeper of my
brother. If there {s & moral law of
service In my consclence that compels
me to seek work for my brother that
he may ea n bread then that law is
equally authoritative when men sct
collectively as & state, and the state as
8 moral being 1s bound to procure work
by whioch its citizens may find bread.
Except the state bacome the organ of
the moral law that is written In the
common moral resson, it cannot see the
political order that is the mswociation
of men in justice. And the state has
no other mission than the realization of
the unity of human life.

Now the mind, the spirit, that most
enlightens and commands the moral
reason of man Is the miond of Christ.
But, in order to be honest with you to
whom [ speak, I am obliged to say that
I do not mesn by this expression what
most of you would think me to mean, or
would yourselves mesn, If I did not ex*
plain mysell. I am sure | do not mesn
what is commonly meant in the church-
es by this term. I am not speaking
theologically, metaphysically, or even
rellgiously, according to the ecclesias-
tical or theological conception of re-
{igion. 1 do not stand before you as a
religionist, or s dogmatist, or achurch-
msan. Nor do I speak as & political or
soclsl doctrinsire, I am heress & po-
itical spostle of Christ, but not for any
arbitrary purpose of inducing people to
sccopt my religion, Because I seck &
kingdom of socisl right and order
among men, and because I belleve that
asaoclation in righteonsness can come
only through politleal organization and
actlon, de I speak in the name of Jesus
a8 the only name glven among men
whereby the state can fulfill itsell in
making soclety whole. I know of no
other kind of justice that will glve
socisl peace, or truth that will give
political freedom, than the justice and
truth personslized and disclosed Ia
Jesus. Awnd when I speak of soelely, or
vhe siate, receiving the mind of Christ
a8 the mind of political action and
social unity, I meuan the common falth
and will of men tofugethelr differences,
justily their inequalities, universalize
thelr interests, and communizs their
efforts and alms, in making the quality
of right that was in Christ's mind and
actions the power und element, the
mind and spirviy, of their asscclation
and action, The mind of Jesus Is the
mind to serve; the mind to muke all life
& contribution to the common and uni-
versal life in which all are to share and
bagome perfect. The righteousness of
Christ was his perfect sscrifice for man,
not for some men but for all men: for
the world, The secrlfice of Jesus was
the perfect uttersuce of the eternal
mind of God, add the disclosure of the
whole moral nature of the unlverse, In-
finite a8 I8 the unknown in God and his
unlverse, the snknown eannot be differ-
ént in nature from the right that was
in Chrlst, Christ [s the henrt and reves
lation of all the unkvown wnd known,
His sacrifice manifests the charactor of
ull power and authority: of all govern
ment and law, Sacrifios is the wwsoo s
ting powar; the unifying foree: the one
universal law, Itls hisugh secrifice
that the unlverée Is one; by no other
power than that of sacriflee could there
bo s unlverse, Suoriliee I the soolal
law of gravity, ln all the boavens, In
tue orgenlzation of life upon the carth
socloty 1s the organlzed saorllice of the
poople, The mind of Chrlst 14 the
ope mind that bas perfectly wndersiood

sid obayed this fundamenial and unl |

vorsal luw of sesoolation NOo obhor

| law oan found the perfect state snd or
ganize the paifectsoololy

The greatest politioal work or soolal

| rélorm that onn Laday bo undortaken |a

tant of making known the mind of
Unrist 4o whe poople. Nothwithsanding
thefalse Dabits of rellglous feallng and

dootring that have boen aswolated with
the thought of the mind of Chelsg,
maklug religioss Clrlstianly almost
Ihe gujireine ohalacio (o Lie way of gel

| Ming the tenanings of Jeaua luta the

world, Vhete 12 uxerywhero n ll““i"llhlﬂ

mon aro antagoniste and nol membors | suthorliatize tv & man's wmorsl reasum, | and Intensifylng coavietlon that m.' angrown human reoo

wind s the mind that the Iastituilons

oure social justlve, The wost slgnifl

Aol conbinues 10 make the holy |exchange, or the munlolpality as an | cant facl of modern lifo Is the politios!
ehwards of Whe past Who bypoorisy [ ecenomio or soolal resldent. 11 1 am my | faith lo Josus Chrish that s vislog trom | Josus Iv e fubiliment,
§ 'rallo of \bhe presond, the poilul: | brother's kewpor s & roliglous maa | the waking soola) contolousness of he | revelndlon, of the moral potentiality of

world with & divine Instinctiveness, as
natural 8¢ the turning of the babe toits
mother, this soclal conselousness s
turning to the person of Jesus as the
social idesl that can alone perfectly
estialy man's soclal nature. The multi-
tudes bolleve, though they oannot define
their bellef, that the real Jesus Is the
oms humsn life perfectly sooislized.
With s puthetic aud almost inarticulate
expectadcy they are walting to be guid-
ed by that life Into the juster order of
the eterpsl life that men may have upon
the earth.

And %o whom shall the multitudes go
for social right and political truth but
Jesus? They are as sheep without
politiosl shepherds, devoured by raven-
ous political wolves, They aresick and
outraged with the weak soclal maxims
snd rollglous respectabliitles of the
churches. They know perfectly well
that, siscerely as itis Intended, much
of whal ls taught in pulpits ss Christi-
anity could as certalnly be uffirmed to
be the political economy of the moon
83 the teachings of Jesus regarding
himan life and soclety., ‘The church,
related as it is to industrisl unrighteons-
ness, 1s afraid to reveal the true Jesus
whom the unchurched and unsoclalized
peoples are asking to ses. Ecolesiasti-
cal Christlanity hasin {ts inmost con-
sclous the shame and soger of a
conviction Itcannot escape,that nothliog
would be so disastrous to itself as &
vision sod understandiog of the actual
Christ on the psrt of the multitudes
who are crylng for social justice. Both
within gnd without the church there fs
a deepeping soclal feeling that Jesus s
nowhere 80 wickedly misrepresented as
in the commanding institutions that
besr Wi nime. These Institutions
stand for religion, but not for the praoc-
tice of Christ's kind of righteousness;
they stand for respectability and prop-
erty, but not for sacrifice and associa-
tion; they stand for benevolence, but
not for the justice of the klogdom of
God. Auwnd it would be strange, yet no,
nol strange, but the perfect continulty
of all the divine ways of the past, if the
soclal revolution should first of all
organize itself int? & new crusade, so
morally glorious and trlumphsnt as
ssarcely to bear comparison with the
old crusades, to rescus the living Lord
Carist from his splendid tomb of organ-
ized Christianlty. It would besiranger
sull If the crusaders did notv find that
themselves rather than the Carlst need-
ed deliverance, and that ke bad only
been walting within the temple for the
gatherings of the people, that he might
come forth and show them the opening
heavens of purer truth, into which they
were af last abls to look with & vision
unclouded by political or social athelsm.

There 1s not a school of religlon, phi-
logophy, or politics, that will not today
sgree that the mind of Jesus Is the
right mind to have, Brakminsand Jew,
amostic and theologian, Christlan and
Mohammedan, will confess that the
spirit of Christ Is the best and most
ualfying spiritthe world knows. Many
will scorn his right a8 lmpraciicable.
Some will asy that Gautama snd others
taught the ethics of the Sermon on the
Mount before Jesus' time. Bysomethe
authentlelty of the records ol his llle
will be denled. The theologisa will
stornly direot us to the way of salvation
through metapbysios rather than right,
Yet if we could get men to forget
awh'l: the things upon which they dis
agreo, I wo would put away our parti-
ennsbilps and rid our minds of the pon-
derous Irrolovancles of theology, wo
would fod universal agresm*nt that the
miod of Chrlst, If sotually recelved aod
| praotisod ws the splieit of human sotlons

and iostitutions. would procurs that
| perfost justice whieh wuould seoure per
feas ponce, | belluve that she common
oons lovanes of the world, yot slumbur-

Hlag and undaveioped, Is the consclous
polential Chrlstiiness, Il we
{enid plorce the hate and strile, the
| vive ged shame, the selllshness and in-
stitutlonal power, tha sell-degelt and

I,lrlw.h. ent sincerity, the theology wnd

saptiolsms of the world wmind of this
women! we would fad 14 1o b s Christ
mind, The mind ol Christ 13 the dls-
[ oloaurs o the hiddon mind of bumanliy,
[ and his person the revolation ol our yet
o waklog
soulal sunsolousness of the world s the

problonl.  The politics shat romalns 'n- | s unmodified and no Jess commuanding | of the world must have 1o order 1o pro- | avolution of the Corlst mind) 1t 1s the

o goming W0 & consclousnoss of s
Chrlst satise and Chrlst  dosting.
the objeciive

_

the world; hls person Interprets and
satisfles the world's common moral
sense. ‘Theone universal (act of human
history is that bumanity s consclous of
& quality of righs potential within
which finds its perfect development
sod {ncarnstion in the moral nature
and person ot Jesus.

The state, then, must beocome Chris-
tian if it is to be the organ of the socisl
unity which Is the present search snd
determination of the peoples, and which
It Is the true mission of the state to
socomplish. .The state must have in it
the mind of Christ, in order to associate
men in justice. Except the state be
born again, except it be dellvered from
pagan doctrines of law and government,
from commereial and police theories of
its functions, it cannot sce that social
order so just as to be defined as the king-
dom of God. [Tnless the state belleve
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and become
the organ of the Christ spirit In human
relations, it caonot be saved from the
wrath of the rising socisl passion.

I see nothing strange or unreasonsble
sbout the proposal to make the wmind
of Ckrist the miod of our legislation.
It such a mind as Christ's can {nspire
sod direct the whole action of one msn,
it 18 not im0ssible or incomprehensible
that such & mind should i{nspire men
collectively and politicslly, Itdoesnot
seem mystical to me to belleve that the
mind of Christ shall become the cres-
tive spirit of political sctions aod ex-

I believe thas the kingdom of God 1s to
be realized in the stete rather than in
the church, sod thas it will be politi-
cally rather than eoclesiastically organ-
fzed. I look for s movement that shall
be & grest politioal revival of theright
eouiness of Christ; & movement that
shall bave no other purpose than the
translation of the mind of Christ into
the constitution and legislation of the
nation, and the making of bls mind the
national political eense. Buch s move-
ment would mot bagin with a declsra
tlon of independence, and would ralse
no ory for rights, It would begin with
a confesslon of the mutual dependence
of all man; and lesve & sacred call for
the fellowship of sacrifice. Assoclstion,

not Individual Iiberty, would be the
movement's watchword and hope of
glory. It might be among the desplsed
things of the world ln Its beglionings,

but it would fulfill the apostle's vision
of the mighty Michael and his hosts of
warrior angels casting out the great
dragon which symbolizes the worship

of material forces. And with the in-
spired leadership ol men who love not
their life unto death, it would conquer
the nation, sod begin the Christian
state which would be the political real-
ization upon the earth of the divine
government of the world which Jesus
disclosed. For Jesus Is the real kiog of
Amerlca, though the religlous Phuri-
sees and the politleal Sudducees say
that they have no kiog but the msjorivy.

[. The Christisn state will be the
organized democracy of the people.
Democracy 18 the polltiesl realization
of Chrlstianity. It ls the order through
which falth in right manifests Itself in
the freedom of man. The old Hebrew
ldea of God dwelling In the midst of
the people us constituled in a free com-
mounwes'lh expresses the fucts and
foroes of domoorscy. The true demoe-
racy s silll boiter deflned by the apos
wile term, “'the communioc of the
Holy Ghosy," by which term s meant
the vonvord of the people lu rlighteons
nos; the goverament of the people by
aapirit of unily withio rather thaa by
& dominlon over them. History ls the
progressive dlsvlosure of the selfl gov-
wrument of the peoplo a3 the providen:
tial design, Chrletinalvy In e fulfiils
mool ls she sell-goverumont of the peo-
ple through communion with Godg
throvgh the surrendor of the comwon
will w the rightecus will expressed In
Christ, The hisweleal and providon-
vl Iden bs thnt God shall lead the peo:
jbo by the splelt of right s his sods,
governing thema lospiiationally rather
tann lustitutionally. lestituilons the
wre domoorable o faot will be thie organs
of loapiratiog and the servants of the
peaplo, rather than the organs of demi-
nation with e people foe Uielr ser
vants, The end of demoorasy Is the

political redemption wad portection ol |

numanity 1o & government and unliy o
e sous of God

Nothiog can be more presumpiucus
Vhan the Litarature which treats of the

press itself in the statutes of the state.

telumph or fallure of demotraey. As| ™

——
yet democracy can searcely be consid-
ered to have been an experiment. It
has not been tried. A goversment of
the people 1s & dream yet 10 be realized.
There do not exlet any truly democratie
Institutions. Whereln democracy has
been thovght triumphant it has beem
the triumph of expediencles substituted
for demecracy, Whereln it has falled,
something less then democracy has
been the experiment.

We Americans are not & demooratis
people. We do not select the repre-
sectatives we eleot; we do not make our
own Isws; we do not govern ourselves.
Qur political parties are controlled by
private, closs political corporstions
that exist se parasites upon the body
politic, snd give us the most bumilist-
log aad degrading despotism in politieal
history. Our legislation is determined
by a vastsystem cf Jobby. The people

our legislative methods have become
the organization of indirect bribery aod
corruption, from one end of the lsed to
theother. It ls hardly an exaggeration
10 say thai the chief work of our stete
snd nstiosal legislatures fu recent
yeoars has boon to obstruct, defest, or
cheat the will of the people. We are
saythidg but demoeratically governed,
but sre under the government of polit-
leal and legislative buresucracies that
domivate, plunder and oppress by sa
Indication toat conceals both the reality
and the nature of the dominlon, oer
ruption and oppression. Our American
senate is seriously reminding us of the
court of Touls XVI, The people

America today do not know how o
utter thelr true politicsl word, and are

tions, The politiclans who ocontrol
these {nstitutions sre ignorant of what
the people really think and belisve.
They are largely insensible to the rising
tide of social feeling and purpose that
will yet sweep away the foundations of
political faith and order, unless récog-
nized and received as a national regen-
ersation.

We can no more stop tho progress of
democracy where it now ls, barely in
{ts beginnings, than we can take the
race back to the Garden of Eden. From
the ldea of the absoluts monarch we have

institutional government. But we have
only resched the half way house of po-
litieal progress. We shall have to move
on to the goul, whick {8 the fulfillment of
democracy in the direct self-goyernment
of the people, with onlysuch institutional
orguos a8 shall execute, and be responsi
ble 1o thelr will. In a pure democracy
the people will be their own laglelators
aud make their own laws divectly, with-
out any Intermodiary leglslative institu-
tions. There will be lustitutions to re-
relve and enforce the legisiation of the
people. But representative legislation
and represantative government are as
distinetly two forms of government ss the
absolute and the limited monarchy.
There cun be no true democrsoy with
representative legislation. And repre-
sentative leglslntion bas accomplished the
beglnnings of Its own doom, Thers have
been few important mensures befors our
state or national legislatures during the
last decade which could have been de-
cided with lutelligence and character,
with thoroughness and prompioess,
wholly beyond the moral or Intelle stual
eomprehension of the representutives
chosen to legialate on the people's behalf.
The johbers In politled who make the
alfulrs of the public well belug thelr
polites] stock exchaoge strive to creats
the impression that they represent the
nctunl polltieal mora's of the peaple, and
decelve the people Into n distrust of thems
selves and n ceutrallzation of power,
Hat unboblef In God 1s no mors fatal
freadom and progress, 10 justics and
right, than uabellof Inthe people, And
| mod the contralization but the diffusioa
|of power 1 the lessoe of history and the
sfoty of the present. Ouly thronel be-
coming the orguan of the common faith
and ssplration, the commwon lfe, the
holy Hke, the moral well bolug, the som-
mon wholeness of the whole poople van
the state endure the soclal straln and
ehange, aad prove 18 right w be. Such
|1t oan become ouly through the orgaut:
| xatlon of the demooracy that will pathil
onlly (ulfl) the ender of 1ife bogun with
| tie Blrth of the Christ man,

[ HL 'Phe Chielatian siate will be the
'. otgaaloed sconomy of the people o
[iiial fresaom cen reallea (taslf oaly

know, though they csnnot prove, that .

e ek e e

progaessed to the Idea ot representative .

1 Somiinuad ul Sih page)




