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> wherever funcy led, It was jost three
= ’ yearsago lagt Jnne that the series of in-
Ralnfﬂrth s Stmnge ase_ cidents of which I shall write began to
take place. I wasin Rome at that time,

as an artist. Shortly after my arrival
in the Eternal City I accidentally stum-
bled apon Ralph Redburn, a former
schoolmate, who was an artist full of

By WILL LISENBEE.
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!‘ hmm:nn lust weok. entbusiasm, and, ! might add, alry
. CHAPTER III. reams, He had his studio near the
A thrill of horror went through the azza di Bpagoa, in what bad donbtless

room. It was a moment long to be re-

membered in Mayburg.

! The sudlence farthest away from the

Justice's desk only knew in a vague
what was taking pluco and strained |

%m to catch every sound,

» ice Dangerfield! It can’t be sol
My God, sbe could not have committed
the deed!"

It was the agonized volce of Gerald
Rainforth that broke the stillness, and
leaping forward he koelt beside the
woman's prostrate from,

*'It in Grace Dangerficld of Darkwood
Hall, 8be has confessed to committing
themurder!" From lip to )ip the words
flew through the densely packed audi.
ence till the subdued murmor of many
voices swelled into g continnous hum,

Hantening forward to where the pros-
trate woman luy, I bent over her. Hor
£aoe was ns palo as death, und she lay
&0 motionlesa that 1 fen whe was al-
coady desd. But presently tho fuint
#atter of ber pulse told that she still

dived,

*‘Bhe most bo removed from this close
«oom st once,’’ I sald, arfsing and ad-
«dressing the shoriff, *'Where shall we
dako ber?'

I The sherif consulted tho justico for
A moment and then said:

“Bring her into my house, 1'll see
that sho's well cared for till she recov-
m‘ 1]
 Qourt was immediately adjourned,
and thon strong arms lfted the uncon-
wcious woman and bore her through a
wide door from the conrthouse to the
wherifl's dwelling that stood adjoining
the jall a short distance awny, Sho was
deposited upon a lonnge in the little
back parlor, whoro the sherifl's wife—
& kind, sympathotic womun —camo for-
ward, ruxions to ndminister to the wants
of the stranger,

1 shall not go futo the dotails of what

Ammediately followed, save In a fow
lbhasty sentences, Miss Dangerfiold re-
coversl 2onscloneness in a short time
aftor being takon to the sherif's home,
‘bat she i mmodiately grew delirious with
all the symptoms.of brain fever., Asa
Jmattor of form, she was placed onder
gusrd, bot it wos plainly evident that
thore would be little need of such, for
thero ware seyeral chances to one that
#ho would never recover from tho {1lness
the groat excitoment hud thrown hor
into, The honsekeoper of Darkwood
Hall, one of the patient's most trust-
worthy servants, came to nssist in tak-
dng care of her mintress,
Thesudden turn of offalra in the mys-
terfous murder cavo was & soven days'
wonder to the inhubitants of Mayburg,
At was the all absorbing theme of every
‘tongne. Yet the whole matter was
volled In ms much mystery an it had
“hean at the very ontwet, Since ber star-
‘tling declaration that she had committed
‘the awfal deed Miss Dangerfield had
iwemained in such 4 condition as to make
-any explunation on her part impossible,
‘Bo there was nothing to be done but to
wait patiently for ber recovery,
All sorts of roports and stories were
et aflont, some of which were to the
«offeot that who who bad confessed to

M@race Dangerfield! It oan't be so®

the murder was insane. Others said
that she was evidently trying to shield |
tho young artist, who was tho real
eriminal,

Bo strongly and so inconceivably
amixed bad the alfair become that the
Justico rofosed to relonss Gerald Rain-
‘forth even on the heaviest ball till the
whols watter conld be subjectod to &
thorough fnvestigation,

And thus mntters stood.  Miss Dan.

man habitation. But Ralph Redburn
was ecoentrie and had a great passion for

ing rent, for roins rent very cheaply in

necesary to use economy.

By his urgent invitation I established
my#elf in his stadfo, which might easily
have accommodated a half dozen others,
and by a liboral use of rogs and dra-
peries I succeeded in making the place
quite comfortable,

I had been threo months in Rome and
was beginning to feel o desire fur a
chunge of sceno when one evening ns |
was strolling past the chorch of Trinita
del Monte I saw & young lady emerge
from the edifice and enter a carrlage
that stood in waiting. Bho was an
American, I know at the first glance,
and was possessed of such rare loyel-
neas of form and face that for a mo-
ment | stood staring after her as if
stupefled. She was of medium height,
with a complexion of the clearest olive,
end eyes lurge and lustrous, with a bue
of deep violet In their shadowy depths,
Bhe puised wo close to mo that [ canght
the fuintest odor of the strange sweot
perfume that clong to ber garmonts,
Then she ontered tho carringe und wus
driven rapidly away.

I stood there s if transfixed till the
carriage had vanished from sight; then
recovering myself, and poticiog that my
stupid slaring had excited the atten-
tion of a gronp of heggars who wera col-
lected near the charch entrunce, I hastily
drow a' few pieces of stlver from my
pocket, and tossing them to the ragged
mendicants 1 walked on.

Bat | conld not forget the face of the
slzange beunty, and in spite of my ef-

auita 0 DANIEN ber trom my mind she
would senppear belore my mentul vi-
#lon with such' frequency as to astoniuh
oven myself, For the next few days |
spent o groat deal of my time in the
vicinity of tho cburch of Trinita del
Maonte, bub my visits to that neighbor-
hood wore unproductive of any result
#uve to Incrense my desiro to again be-
hold her who hud awnkened in me an
interest [ sad never hufore felt in wom-
an,

In the next weok that followed 1
think T muost have searched for her
through every portion of the city, vot I
failed to discover tho slightest truce of
her, Une evening nearly a month Iater
something very steango happened. For
more than an hour I bad been sitting
alone in the studio, pufing uway at a
¢igar or indulging In reflections over
the past, It had grown quite dark in
the ¥oom when suddenly T seemed to be-
come nware of a presenco near me, Then
the strangest thing happencd—was 1
dreaming, or what wae it that came to
my vision? It seemod ns if a door in
the old rained wall swung open, revesl-
ing tho interior of a room beyond.
There were two persons in the ronm—
one a stoutly built man of about 50; the
other a young girl—she whom I had
seen at the church of Trinita del Monte!
Bhe was bulf reclining upon s luxurioos
couch, while one white armn, from which
the loose flowing sleove had fallen hack,
rested affectionately upon the shoulder
of the man whose easy chair was drawn
close to her side,  Presently the man
turned and laid his arm about the girl's
wilst, and although I heard ne sounds
the expression ot his face and the move-
ments of hig Hps told me that be was
speaking to her upon some subject of
grave importanoce,

Her faco was turned to his, and 1
could plainly seo teaces of sorrow and
pain dopicted opon her countenance,
Then apparently the mon eensed spenk-
ing and fixed o look of entreaty mpon
the beantiful girl, Soddenly sho lifted
ber hand above ber hoad, ber lips moved,
while a strangoe Jook of pain and deter-
mination crossed her face. Then tho
man caughther in hisarns and pressed
i kiss upon her Lrow,

A moment later the scene changed,
Thoe man was alone in bis eaxy chabe,
Suddonly the deor openwd, nnd an evil
visaged man of perhaps 23 vosrs en-
tered,  Ax he entered the other roso
from his chnir with o violent start, rage
und astonishient npon his fuce,  With
a quick gestore the older man peinted
to the door, bat was met with a smile
of scorn trom the other, The nest in-
stant ho strode forward and grasped the

igorfield lay at the polot of death ut the
eahorif s howo with Lut suall chauce of
wecovery, while Gerald Raluforth bad
Been returned tothe jail to wait further |
davolopments,

one on which occurred the dreamatio|

introder by the arm as if to eject hitn
from the howse. A ferocious light
gloamed in the sye of the young wan.
Then, diseugnging blmsell from the

once been a palaceof considerablo mag-
nificence, but which was now so tum-
bled down and given toneglect as to re-
semblo a barn more than a place for hu-

roins, especially when it camo to pay-
Rome, and the young artist found ft

whitber I had gone to pursue my studies |

been no dredin! Yel, 4s my sober sec-
ond thought came to me, I gave that as
the anly explanation,

At this puint I was aroused from my
bewildering reflections by the cheery
volce of Ralph Redburn, who had just
returned from a stroll in the Villa Borg-
here gardens and had alwost stombled
over me in the darkness,

When a light had been made, 1 related
to him the strange circomstance of the
vision I bad beheld, but he only smiled
and said;

“It's Q_n'lfadrqnm, my boy. This old
ruin is baving a bad effect on yoar con-
stitution. You need something to brace
you np,"”

Nearly a week Iater, while retorning
from a drive acroms the campagna, I
came apon the ruins of an old temple
which Jooked so picturesque fn its deso-
late, decayed grandeur, that I resolved
to make a sketch of it. It stood near
the ontakirts of the city and was flanked
on one side by n deep ravine. Ou the
other and eastorn side, just at the sum-
mitof a gentle swell, gleumed the white
walls of a pictaresque villa, its vine
wroathed colomns and wide swesping
porches looking cool and inviting in the
warm glow of the Italian sun,

The vext day I returned to the roin,
where I spent the day sketching the
plctoresque pile, I bad given tho driver
of the conveyance in which I had come
instructions to retorn for me at sunset,
but owing to my Hmited knowledge of
Italiun and his ntter ignorance of Eng-
lsh he doubtiess misundorstood me, for
ho tailed to pot in an appearnnce, Tired
with my day's work, I threw mmyself
wpon the ground, my back resting

sheveled muss abont ber shoulders, aud
her lovse, flowing garments looked

* Btrangely and intensely white in the sil-
very brightness of the moon,

As she drew near the moonlight fell
full upon her face, showing her fea-
tures as distinctly almost as if it had
been day., A startled cry almost rose
to my lips, bot died away. Was I still
dreaming? Were my nenses leaving me,
or what ip tho pame of heayen did it

‘mean? The face of thﬁ?rnnué hppari-

; tion was that of the one 1 had seen in
tuy dream—the same that had Billed me

, with smnazement at its loveliness at the
church of Trinita del Mante.

I stood there as if petrifiad, powerless
to move, my whole being weighted
down by an inexplicable and sabtle {as-

ngninst a broken mukble column, to wait
the driver's return.  Thus reclining, 1
foll nslpep and stralghtway was visited |
by ono of the most strangoe and vivid
drenms of my life. Even now as it
comes back to my mind I can hardly re-
alizo that it wasonly a dream, The
dream did not begin as dremns osually
do—vagne and tancifol--seeming up-
real and absord to the waking mind, |
but It nppeared that I had barely elosed
1y eyes when, moved by some strunge
imipulye, I aroso from my reclining posi-
tion, Bubt whut seemed most strange
waa it appenred ap it 1 could ses myselt
still reclining nguiost the colnmn where
I bad fallen asleep, Yet this excited no
wonder in my second self.

Turning from tho spot, I began wan-

dering through the ruins, On, on 1
wandered, now amid gloomy corridom,
where bats and owls flow past on rapid
wingi; now in somo spacions hall whore '
the moonbeums, ereeping through lnnn-
merublo crevices o the crombling
walls, Interluced the rock strown floor
with braidings of silvery white, On,
on, with only ong aim u*® one doesire,
and that was to find tho one I Joved, It
seamod aw if 1 hoad known her ull my
life and loved her with such intenko
passion that every moment [ wan sopa-
rated from her caused me the keonost an-
guish,
Whithor she had gone 1 did not know,
I only knew that I must find her, and
with anxious heart ! wandered from
room to room in the great roin, my
mind in & wild tumwlt of hope and fear,
Huddenly 1 came towm high wall, it
seemed, and looking upward 1 behold
an open window high sbove my head,
and something secmed to tel) me that
beyond the window I wonld find her for
wham I senrched, Lileeono half erazed
I leaped up tho wall, eliaging o small
projections that scarcely afforded suffi-
clent footing for a cat, yet with desper-
ato energy I drew myself ap to the win-
dow sill and looked within the roomns,
Thero upon n conch, fast asloep, fay the
ono I loved, A moonbeams coming
through the window tonched her face,
and then | seemed to know that the onp
I had sought und loved so long was
she whom I had seen at the cbireh of
Trinita del Monte,

With n cry of joy I tried to.draw my-
gelf up to tho opening, bat scmething
scemned o weigh heavily upow me, pro-
venting wmy nscent. I ealled Joadly to
ber within the room, but she did not
awnke., Apganin and agoin I ealled to
her, beseeching her to come te me, but
sho only moved uneasily npon Ler pil-
low us if ber sloep had boen distorbed
by my ery. Then 1 felt my hold wpon
the wall slowly giviog way, and with |
un agonized cry npon my lips I oll Laek
and down, down into the diarkoess, aul'
with this [ awoke, ,

I sprang to my foet, ptartled and be-
wildered at the vividness of the dren .
I drew out my wateh and glaneed ot 1t
by the moonlight, It was 12 o'eloe!
Was it possible that & had slept #odon g
I must find somo vonveyance ab ouce
and return to the afty,

The night had grown ehill, and Lshiv
eredl im 1 pleked up wy sketehboo’ and
walked from the gloomy shadpwsof 10
rudn.  How vivid my dream cad be o!
Was it o dremw? 1t hardly seotned pow-
uible, Asl reflectd over the sioan e
inchdent 1t all como to we ko o ish

I know then that I was msdly in Jove

with the stravge womnsn L bad seen at
the Trinita del Monte charek, Ty had

Krusp upon bis wrmm, ho dealt hisadver- | 81 boen revealed to we in my drean,
B was vot until the day following the | wiry o blow in the temphe,  The old wian [ and 3t seomied Lo mo that 1wast el

reolosd backward, theh sank down o

her now at any cst, | wonll never

#ound 10 the conrtrooun Chat T fonud an | beap apon tho oor, The othor stood aver | BIVe over the seurch, Ewvery alm ard
Aapportupity toread the wannseript giv- | i for several woments as i stupetied; evary minbibon of wy Mo shonl! Lo sene

o0 o by Gerald Rainforth,
tained A strange, rowmantic story amd |
was Full of Jutercst, 1 give it i tull
boluw

GERALD RAINFORTI A STURY,

1 bardly know why | wiite this, for
nothing seomn less Hkely at this mo-
ment than | shull ever find it necomary
to give to the world the partientams of
the incidents | am about to reconl, yet
something sooms 1o Wil me that | am
weriting this tor @ purposs, bat iF 1t s
wver given to another it will Lo wuu‘l
who s my dearest rieed and to whow
e saplanation of my past conduet is

Aty the death of wy parents L apent | tng, or had 1 in some wysterions way

r in college, and then, baving

|

peguived dnstructions from the best  Had | snddonly been endowod with the *

over the victin's beart, For 10 secomls
he svmalued wiotionlss, bemling over
the prostrate wan | ten be srose, o look
of borror upon his countenance, which

It eon: | thon bending down be Jakd his hand | 190 10 an object-<to od her aud ta

toll her of wmy love,

Ungovermable aud intaxicativg pule
Ings of passion Hred my wonl tow e s
never bofore dvemed of s 1 ot Wl

gradually gave place 1o one of abgect | S0P the buvel court that buy vt f

twrior, Ulanetng qoickly aboat the the ruin

routn as il to assure hisoself that ho had
ot boon dbseovered, he tarped and fed,

With a vielent start | leapesd frowm wy
ehutr and glanesd guickly about me,
The sceno had vanlahed, aud the room
wank A0 tokal darkness, save where o dim

L was Just tarning o o raeg
of the broken wal)l when | hewpd o
rostle of & gavoent wnd & light step
uear me, Thon there was & yiviw o
Whitte alraperion am Wb form of o w
ghided futo view,

1 stoand stock still with astontahinent

ray of woslight stole threugh the bigh Woas (0w ghont of tho raine? Toes ianga

winduw I the i wall,
happonast ) Hud | really beon divam:

Whut had | Sppasition, the place and the howr an

| cunspirod 1o Wil e with a mosek

tary fesling of superstitbon and oo o

been permiited o withess an actual SOWI O alist wolmloly (i 8 o

& inte for patating, 1 took up acenm that had tramspiicd ot that very SPProsehed. Letood stbll, apeechion
study, and for three years  mosment i scme distant part of the city?  Dresthloss The waboblvss geooo of foow

ik movement told we (hat Vs woan

potuters of Burope, Then I began trar- | sabtle power of scoond sight, or by what  Deatifel woiman cven before Taw b

A '
iatk

no noar relatives with whom |

b Make iy o, §drifted abost! beture my
- . -

and possossod of an swple fortune, - tnesplionble troak of Whe ocoult had | ooe A lght shaw!of ereamy wh'tor =
beais able to discorn what had appearesd
vislon? Sarely It could have

- — o —

wus wimpped sbout her form, B hood

™ bare, hor dark bair fell ol

- - p—

Il noticed these focts when the truoth

toobth oL mhioawsy, Perbaps I saight

I stood there as 1f petrificd, powerless to
maonr,

eination, No, it conld not be real, I
wis still dreaming, 1 shonld soon
awako to the sharp disappointiment of
the reality, The thoughts torced them-
selves npon my wmind, causing mo to
feel the keenest angoish,

The white draped figure of the wom-
an puswed 8o close to me that 1 conld
have tonched her with my hand, and
evory feature had been plainly rovesloed,
Her wyen, lurge and lustrous, wers stur-
Ing an if at vacancy, ond every moye-
ment wos as if she were uttorly obliv-
fous to her surroundings, Scarcely hod

eime to me like a flash, breaking the
gpell that had fallen over me. Bhe was
n soninnmbolist!  The thonght quickly
grow iuto a convietion,

I turned quickly and followed her, &
wild tomult of passion pulsing throough
my belng, It was no dream then, 1
bad found ber wt Jast! Was it fate that
had directed her steps to that place, o
had my spirit ealled her thither while
I thought I hnd ooly beon dreaming?
Heaven only konows, Yet till my dying
day I shall never evaws to billeve that it
was my spirit that ealled her to the
ruin that night,

Liko one entruneed, ¥ followed her,
kooping close behind,  Bhe crossed the
open court. Then through s broken
archway sho glided ko aspirit. Then,
torning, sho was shont' to make her way
along the very verge of & deep pitfull
when with a cry of horrvor Esprang for-
ward and cuught her by the arm, 1 had
heard that those who walle in slecp are
never harmed by walking in perilous
places, yet the thonght that she was in
danger mado e forgot evesything else
for & moment,

As my band tounched her arm she
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stopped abruptly, Then I saw that gho
bud awnkened, For & moment thumJ
was un astonished, bewildered look in
her oyes. Then sho uttered » low ory of
terror, and turning yuoickly fled across
the open court, The next instant 1 saw
herstagger, then reel downward and fall
in a heap upon the reck strewn ground, |
Leaping forward, I soon reached heor
sido and was bending over her prostrato
form, Bhe lay Hmp and Wolass, her
head resting against o shmap stone,
aguwinst which iv hod strock us she fell,
As 1 lifted her beud T saw a stain of
blood upon her temple. Had the blow
killed her? My God! The vory thonght
drove me to the vergoof insanity, Hard- ]
ly knowisg what [ did, I lifted her from
the groond and deposited her upon a
little strip of grass thatgrew near where
sho had fallen. Then remevissg my coat
I pluced 30 bepeath her bead.  Still she
luy motfonless, as it death bad already
¢ldmes ber. What must [ do? Where
conld ! ge tor helpt | glaneed abont me,
bt v nearoot sign of homan habita-
ties wesd oo vidle open ¥he slope an

fl il ® vooun thero whe eould assist
v et o " oarod to ave ber alono for &
Al TS L T ] '“'.

Ac b nguin turned my attention to her
Lease w thon CantlY wf Soy thut life was
o exbinet,  Bho ottored o fnint moan,

ind Cere wis woshight futteriog of the

s AL was o1 'y o sowon, atter all, und
goowoakd scon peosver,  The thonght
fh e e e fey thau ! bad over before
eanor eromd, b lontdown aud began e
eoamine the wou sl upon hor temple,
Tomy inheite peltef, 1 foand that 1t was
et verkoon Yok mnks bave reivlered
b TTosr wis, Mot 1 pow believed

tial boreveor bed beon caomsl more
by terror thas Ly the blow she had re

vilv

I wat thvrs by "wr aldo chafing her
han b win Foweteh o' the Iiw slowly
ot i back Yo b, The shawl ahe had
W p b etinge Vi her shoulders,

gl vow for the Lrsi e | disouverml

(TN T ER elo e enly hor night
" W bh's lef) ) (bt in my il
thiatl he war o sotanuh Dalsy

Noow thas | bl dibswovered that ehe
o oA AY Dot @ greal tuy eame
te v 4 sosig 0 s M L conkd have
sat oo forover, Folling ber hand 'm
i, Pongeting ail vles save that | wes
WLk W omo 1 loged, T vory touch of
her barad Phyidol e with & sliaige
Ay A wild bwuit of  pasion
s trone oy somi.  Mwd with tae
pedns catoom off bere oo, The turtur
ing b at vhat 1 showhi soon bmﬂ‘ﬂl
frvam b posieond b Bar oue batel s
et e wet o bops  that  conselous
ol ke ol votuas o hee Just yol, I
wnh o Wbl emus | hape whiteh | urashed
Dok vl & Doollug of Wtter sall e

Wes i
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o money returned for ow eane |l DOES SOTCFNE
o of Woak Memary, Loss Fower, Lost Man-
hood, Night Emisone, Wealness of Reprodop-
ive i mlmumbvm ful errors, UIVES
You Mgy Lire Kold only by Hann's Fuansacy,
8012 Farnam 8t . (ven e, Neb 8 00 box b

 F.M. WOODS,
Fine Stock Auctioneer.

{203 © &t.,

Lineoin, Meb

O T
(T b eomlawd)

——

BEST LINE

ST. LOUIS
CHICAGO

—————
To Make &« Trip te the
Best Advantage X: Is Ee-
sential to

¢ ¢ START RIGHT, : :
If Going to Kansas Don't Call On Us,
BUT IF CGOING TO
CRICAGD,  MILWAUKEE, OSKOSH,
MHOUX CITY ST, PAUL, DULUTH,

FREMONT, NORFOLK UHADRON,
HOTBPRINGR,RAFID CITY, DEALWOOD,
‘1:'\ poing |al'hﬂ two ]lnhut;.n or Contral “"l‘l'lll‘llﬂ..
| el on us, { |
! l'.noa [ Iln-u ) I':l:‘ . I:l‘ul, Ilmlunl!’":t:lm?l
| Own 700 miles of read, L Ls the Boat.
W. M. SHIPMAN, A. 8, FieLDiNG,
| Gen'l Agv. City T'kt. Agt.

117 8o, 10th Bt , Lincoin, Neb.

RUPTURE
| CURED 24

NO PAY UNTIL CURED

wEnLiEm oy 1o 8 000 ravgan
Writefer Bank Refsrenoes
ERAMINATION FARY

Y0 Operation. No Detention (rom Bustmess,

SEND FOR CIRCGULAR

THE O, E. MILLER CO,,
207334 N Y Life Bldg.. OMANA, WER,

[ Anyons oan obtsin free stiver s
I ture by uldn:l‘: The Pan-Amerioan
| W Mowailio A allon, Donver, Colo,,
and anvloalng postage for same.

ge— 2

The Wealth Makers

AFVe=—""81 PER YEAR.

/

|




