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CHAPTER 1I.

Had the earth opened to swallow me
T could pot have been more surprised
than I was at the constable’s annpunce-
ent.

"“Gerald Rainforth arrested for muor-
dert" I gasped in astonishmnt, **Suare-
iy there must be some drewdfol mnis-
tuke!™

"The officer shook his head,

*1 hope the young man will be able
to prove himself clear,” he suid, **bat
the detectives clnim to have some very
strong evidence against him,"

“It is nll a terrible mistake, Hois as
junocent of any crime ms you er 1"

“*1 hope so, but we can't always judge
by appoarances,”’

* Where bave they taken him?™"

“To the Mayborg jail.""  And with
this the officer bade me good afternoon
and walked up the street,

I threw mysell into & chair and hegan
do refleet on the startling nows I had
just heard, I must go to Gorald Rain-
furth at onee. I had no doubt of his in-
wocence and felt confident of his speady
voleass, Porhaps he conld easily explain
how it had bappened that he had been
wispected of committing tho erime. 1
Ymow that the detectives, hoping 1o gain
the reward, would jomp at the most
flimry plea to urrest some one,

A half hour Iuter T enlled at the jail,
I fonnd Gerald seated by the grated
window, calmly pulfiug a cigur while ho
perused the colummus of n Jate New
Yurk paper,

He greeted me warmly ns I eame i,
then pushod me u chur apd bade me be

soated with an air s calm and onref-
fled s §f nothing had happened,

“In the vame of heaven, what docs
this mean, Gerald?" [ exclaimed,

“Only another blander of those sta-
i, Dlockhoad detectives, ' he nnswered
carelessly, I enpposs they thought it
sioossary Lo nrrest some one, and 1 hap-
pened to be the victim selocted, 1 hope
thoy won't detain me long, ' he added,
““for 1 have planned to booff for France
within a week,"'

I was surprised at his expressed in-
tention to go away 8o soon, hut | felt
«reatly relloved to know that ho regand-
«d his arrest #o lightly and had confi-
dones in speedy release.

I remained with him for nearly an
hour, but to my sarprise he gave no
hint of any circumstances regarding bis
urrest, In fact, he secmed to wish to
avoid the subject altogether, und 1 left
fiim more mystified than ever, On my
way to my office I mwet the mayor of
Mayburg, He had just had an inter-
view with the deteetive who had eansed
the arrest to be made, but that individ-
aal, like all those of his profession, was
vary reticent regarding the affair, but
veemed vory positive in ik bolief that
the right man had beon captured. He
had stated, however, that Jack Poeters,
the gardener at Darkwood Hall, had
wvecognized young Raintorth as the man
40 had seen pussing through the grounds
on the night of the murder. Ho had
«ther evidence, he asserted, which wonld
be brought forward at the proper time,

In spite of the light manner in which
young Rainforth regarded the affair I
recognized the fact that matters were
aesuming a serions complexion, He
wis a comparative stranger in the place,
¥ven 1, who was perbaps more intimate-
Iy acquainted with him than any one in
Mayburg, knew little of his pust his-

Aary, and it was plain to see how cnsily
suspicion might point to him, being the
anly stranger in the village,

Was it really he whom the gardener
“nd seen at Darkwood Haull on that fatal
might? I o, what errand conld have
token him thither? He had pever men-
fioned the matter tome, Then it was
cluimed that thero were other things
tusck of this which would be »made

She had been fearfully shocked and hor-
rified at the vvent and bhad for days been
confined to her room, and now her sy p-
toms had grown decidedly alarming.

Cn reachiong the hall T was met at
the door by the honsekeeper, a kindly
faced woman of aboat 40, who condnct-
ed me throngh o long wide hall and up
aflight of stairs, Then, passing throngh
nnother hall, I was ushered into a room
ocenpying the eastern wing of the build-
ing. Every articlo of farniture in the
room betokened opulence and exquisite
taste, and upon a Juxurious couch, from
a corionsly fashioned dragon shaped
chundelier overhead, a cluster of waxen
tapers shed a subdoed radiance, reveal-
ing the face and arms of a young won-
an of surpassing besuty. Her face was
of the purest typo-—olive tinted, with
tracos of suffering about the delicate
month, Her eyes were closed, and her
hair tratled in a dark wavy muss across
the snowy pillow,

The norse, who was seated by the
bedside, aross ns 1 ontered,

“*T think she is better now,"' she snid
inn low tone. *'Bhe must have fainted,
for she was upconscions for some time,
hot she revived, and now she bas fallen
usleep. "

I seated myself by the couch and laid
my hand gently on the patient's wrist,
der pulee waw n little wenk pow, bot
there was po indication of any specific
compluint aside from what might bave
heen ocessioned by undue excitement or
overtaxed strength, 1 readily percelved
that all sho peedod was rest and qoiet
nnd perfect freedom from all mental
disturbance. I propared o soothing mix-
ture, which 1 ipstructed the norse to
administer to her when she shoold
nwiake, but not to distarb her on any ac-
connt as long us she wounld sleep,

I remained nearly u half bour o see
if the patient wonld awake, but ux she
did not and seemed to be resting gnietly
1 rose to leave, As I did so my move-

ment caused bor to wove nneasily vpon
her pillow, and deawing ber left hand
from beneath the coverlet she threw it
across her broast, As my eyes rested for
one mement on the shapely hand I gave
a start of astonishment, The first finger
was minsing!

Like n tiush, the Ainding of the hnman
finger in the murdered man's valise
came to me, cansing me to stand there
for several moments as il in s dream,
The nurse must have noticed my ngita-
tion, for stepping noiselessly to my side
she threw n light covering nacross the
sleaper's breast, casting a glanes of im-
patience and displeassure at me at the
same time,

Quickly recovering mysell, I gove a
fow ordera rogarding the medicine I had
left, then gmitted the apartment und was
conducted to the ontside, where the car-
ringe was wuiting to carry me back to
the village.

On reaching my office I found other
anlls awaiting me, and it was nlmost 12
o'clock before I'wua permitted to retire
for the night, Bot it was 2 before 1
closed my eyes in sleep, for the strange
discoveries I had made duaring tho day
rendered sleep fmpossible and kept my
mind greatly disturbed,

Was it posaible that the object fouud
in the dead man's luggage conld in any
way be connected with the young mis-

I veated mysell by the coneh and lald my

%nown at the proper time, 1t did not
vequire moch reflection for me to see
that, although I felt convineed of the
young man’s innocence, thero might be |
woven about him such a network of cir-
camstantial evidenco as togive him far
snore trouble than be dreanmed to csonpe
from its meshos,

As 1 walked on toward my office the
surprigsing intelligence I had just re-
coived gave me ample food for reflec-
“ion, Then another event had oecurred,
which, had it happened at any other
time, would have caused considerable
comment, The master of Darkwood
Hlall, so the report ran, had at lust come
to muke hix bode in his long neglectal
country seal. Btrange servants had beon
soen wbout the place, and a young wom-
an of surpassing lovelines evidently
the duoghter of ol Isano Dangerfield —
tiad beon seen walking in the grounds,
When they had srrived no ono seeinvd
o know, fur thy recent morder had o
absorbed the attention of the inhaldt-
anks of Mayburg that they gave Hittle
hood to events of & sovinl character,

Iy was ahmost sanset when | resched
wy office, To wmy sorprise, 1 foand o
snrvant Tron Darkeosd Mall walting

or me with a carvisge,  He informed
i that my services wore reguired at
the bodl wt omee.  Miss Dangeriiold was
vory Mlo«in tnct, she was lvipg In an
ARV O bk o R b @t Al s nt
ol Bhe bous e per had dispatebed him
for & physicion with isstractions e
wwake all posaille haste,

An soon 54 ) could enter my offlve and
gt wny vane | clhmbed tnto the carvinge
and wies driven vapldly wway,  From
the snrvanl, who wad very talkative wmd
volunteersd to bmpart a groat doal of
information, | learned that Luae Dans
gorfeld had died & year tefore, il that
dile dungbler Grace, Bow the w le s

of the ball, had anived there with
on the Uil inst, and wonkil
the plave bher permanent

lous tragedy which had
noar the hall, the sery-
we, had completely ua-
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hond gently on the patient's wrist,
tresa of Darkwood Hall? The finger
missing from her hand corresponded in
every way with the one found in the
murdered man's effects, yet it sevmed
absurd to look upon the matter save in
the light of a coincidence, Bt in spite
of my efforts to dismiss the matter from
my wind it kept coming up, like Ban-
quo's ghost, and wonldn't be downed,
At lusb a conviction began to take
possession of me that there waa some-
thing more than a mere concidence in
the ulfair and ought to bo Investigated,
Should I communionte my discoverios
to the detectivos and have the matter
lovestignted? This seomed the only
course left for me to parsue, yot T hosi-

strang the nerves of the yonng lady. |

impossible for me to bepeve she had
been guilty of any crime,

But as a doty I owed nof only to
justice, but to une who was my triend,
[ was resolved to make an investigation
of the matter,

Early on the following muorning I
called on Gerald Rainforth, who was
still confined in the jail awaiting pre-
liminary examination, 1foond him still
cheerful regarding the prospect of his
release, yet 1 could notice a gloomy cast
upon his conntenance at times, which
plainly told of some decp mental tron-
ble,

“Do you know," I said after we
had exchanged triendly greotings, ** that
the gardenor at Darkwood Hall claims
to identify you as the man be saw pass-
ing throogh the gronnds at the hall on
the night of the marder?"'

I saw him start visibly as I made the
anncuncernent, and for a moment he re-
mained silent, Then he said;

"*Of course that proves nothing.'*

“Certainly not,"" I went on, Lot it
I8 & very nufortonnte circnmstance that
the old gardencr should make soch o
stopid mistake, '’

“Bat it isn't nmnistake, " he answered,

“What! Then it was really you
whom he saw on the grannds that
pight?"

“You,"'

I looked at bim in astonishinent, He
noticed my look and added ;

HOf conrse you are sorprised at my
being there st that thne?”!

I nodded pseent,

He arose and paced the yoom for sev-
erul moments, hi# head bent as if in
deop thought. Thgn he walked to a ta-
ble by the window, and picking up &
roll of manuseript came and laid it in
my hand.

“This will eaplain matters fo you,"’
he said, ' Yon are the only friend 1
have on earth in whom I ean contide,
When yon bave vend this, come to me,
and I will tell you of my plans, I have

telographed to New York for my attor.
ney und a detective, They nrrived eaxly
thix morning, and I nm pow expecting
them every moment,"’

1 thank yon for your confidence,'" 1
said, *'and Iet me assure yon that what-
aver cirenmstances may point to the con-
trary I shall never guestion yonr inno-
cence, "'

He prossod my band warmly,

I um more than grateful for yonr
fricndship wnd the nssorance of yoor
confidence in my innocence,'' he re-
plied. “'1 trost soom to prove to you
that it has not been misplaced, ™
“Gerald,"" I sald, I bavo made some
jmportant discoveries in this case, and
it was to acquaint you with these that 1
cama this morning. "'

I then related the eirenmstance of
my discovering the human fnger con-
taining the dimmond riog in the mui-
dered man's loggage; then of my visit
to Darkwood Hall, of Miss Dangerfield's
sndden illness and the discovery that
one of her fingers was missing,

A look of utter astonishment and per-
plexity crossed his face at my revelation,
“It’s something that I can't under-
stand,’’ be remarked nfter a ong puose,
*It is very strangoe-—very strange,'’

It is fndeed,” [ answered, “‘and I
think the facts onght to be given to the
detectives at onee, '’

**No, no,"" he said, with sodden en-
ergy. ''Koep vour discoveries a secrot
for the prescnt, *1 have good reasons for
anking this—reasons which you shall
know in dne time, "'

*But surely this matter onght to be
investigated at once,”" 1 replied, not a
little puzzled ot his straoge reguest,
“Yon are necosed of a great erime, and
it is my daty nx well a8 yours to see that
everything relating to the watter should
be bronght to light,”

“Iknow it,'* be repled, ** bat [ shonld
prefer that yon keep your discoveries a
gecret for o short time at least, Ro-
member that 1 ask this thinking it is
for the best,”’

“*Bot the preliminary examination is
#et for this evening, and thero is no
time for delay."’

**Naver fear abont that, T will con-

gnlt with my attormey and then decide
on some conrse of action,. We can in-
troduce you as o witness if we think
proper to doso, "’
“*Just a8 yon please,'’ I replied, *‘1
am willing to do whatever yon advise. "’
At this instant the jaller eame to the
door und smnounced that a gentleman
was walting to seo the prisoner,

“It’'s my attorney,” said Gerald,
Then to the jailer, "Show him in im-
mediately, "

Throsting the mannsceript which the
young man had given me into my poek-
ot, 1 withdrow from the room, promis-
ing to be present at the preliminary ex-
awination,

| the moonlight,

formeu v, 5EVe 48 TAr 88 16 wan ucCes-
sury fo enable him to be released on
bail. He wonld shortly be in possession
of evidence, be confidently asserteg),
which wonld not only resnlt in estab-
lishing his own innocence, but would se-
cure the conviction of the real criminal.
How this evidence was to be obtained
or what was its charncter he guve no
hint. He would introduce no evidence
at the preliminary examination—in
fact, he bad none to offer at present, he
said-—buat he felt confident that no evi-
dence conld be offered against him of
sufficient importance to prevent his be-
ing admitted to bail,

The first witness ealled for the prose-
cution was Jumes Marks, who had dis-
covered the hody of the mordered man,
His testimony was snbstantially the
smme as that given at the inquest, The
noxt witness was Jack Peters, the gar-
dener at Darkwood Hall,

He stated that ho saw the prisoner
paesing thrangh the grounds at the hall
uhout S o'clock on the night of the mur-
der. Ho had scen his face distinetly in
He was coming from
tha direction of the bouse and going to-
wiard the spot where the murder had
taken place, He did not know the man
at the time, bot had seen and recog-
nized him while in Mayburg a few duys
luter, He was positive that the prisoner
wis the same 1wan he had seen in the
Darkwood Hall gronnds,

The next witness to take the stand
was Webh Davis, a laborer.  The sub-
#tapce of his testimony wae ns follows:

“My pae s Wobb Davis, I wma
laborer and reside on the Bentley farm,
threo mwiles sonthwest of Maybarg, in
the state of Now York, I am employed
ns u farm Iaborer by Mr. Bentley., 1
was in Moy burg on Sept. 10, I cameon
foot, [ left for home abont 8 o'clock,
I did not go by the yoad, bint to shorten
my journey I took a near cut throogh
the Darkwood pirk. When sbout mid-
way of the park and about an eighth of
n mile from the rond, I #=aw a man com-
ing ut & rapid walk from the direction
of the hull and traveling toward May-
burg, I stopped in theshadow of & tree,
He passed withina rod of whero I stood,
I saw his face in the moonlight. He
did not sea we, to my knowledge, I ree-
ognize the prisoner hove as the man seen
in the park."’

John Judd, the porter at the Redfield
inn, was the next witness, I will only
give the leading points of nis testimony,
which were as follows:

I wm emiployed as porter at the Red-
field inn. 1 have known the prisoner
gince the 1st of last July, when he camo
to the jun to stay, Hoe is a painter and
has two of the best rooms in the honse,
He has always paid liberally for every-
thing he received. He spent n good deal
of bhis time sketching scenes in the vicin-
ity of Muyburg, He was at the inn on
Sept, 10, About half pust 6 on the even.
ing of the 10th he left the inn. He did
not return 111l between 8 and # o'clock,
1 was ou the porch as he'enme in. He
seemed greatly distnrbed, for he paced
restlessly np and down the porch for
some time, Then he went to his room.
1 don’t think he retired. 1 went to bed
at abont 10, I think it was almost mid-
night when I was awakened by hearing
voices in the office below. I got np and
dressed apd went down stairs, As |
passed the room ceenpied by the pris-
oner 1 gaw that & Mght was still born-
ing. He was not in the habit of leav-
fng his Hght boining after retiring,
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*1 found the constable in the office
talking with the proprietor. He (the
officer) informed me that & warder had
been commitied and wanted to know il
there were any strangers staying at the |
place. 1 went down to Dr, Dixon’s of-
fice and saw the mardered man, 1
didn't gee the prisoner sinong the crowd
there, [ ithink he remmned at the inn,
He seemidd ont of sorts for days after
the morder and spoks of going abroad
soon and got me to assist him in pack-
ing some of his things, Un the second
day after the murder 1 was cutting some
weeds in the vard when 1 found this
knife nuder the prisoner’s window, ™

Here the witness produced a large
pocketknife, with a blade aboot 6 inches
long, which opened and fastened with a |
eatel,  The blade was almost covered
with blood. The knife was pussed to
the justice, and a great sensation ran
through the conrtroom.

But at that instant there was a little
stir noar the door, Those who were
packed in the aisle began to mwove ade
to allow somo one 1o pasd who was ap
proaching throngh thecrowd,  Present
Iy a woman richly dressed came throngh
the aisle, She wore a thick verl over
her fuee,  Approaching the sherill, she
subd something in o Jow tone, Instantly
the ofMicer conduocted ber furward to the
justice’s desk.

If your honor pleases, ' the oflicer

It is hardly necessary to state that 1

tated to use evidence that had come into
ln);l possession through s prolessional
canll.

Bo the thoughts over the affair kept
my mind agitated till late in the might,
and then 1 Boally decided to lay all the
facts before young Rainfurth and con-

sult with bim a8 to how 1 shonld pro- |

conil

From what | had learned from the
garralons servant it appeared that the
mbsbross of Darkwood Hall bad aerived
o the Wb of the wenth,  On the night
of the 10th the wurder had boen viun
wittel, From this ot was plain that she
was ol the hall wihwn the Lrmgedy bl
taken plivw, yol | wan coufdent st
this fuet bad nod boen kpown ot the Hine
tha inggnest bad beon beld, I w5, why
had wol sane wember of the bhonse hold
bentdon Jaok Peters beon smmmoned 1o
Pestily before the cofvner's Jury?

The marderad wan was & sLiaBger,
Mo bad ariived at the plaee oo the day
felluwing the prvival of the covnpanls
of Darkwosd Hall,  He had beon touml
within & stone's theow of the honse,
mnrderad, and sdded to thess Tuols was
the discovory | had made regansding the
milawing Nuger, ALl thewe lncts taken
togvther forved the conyiethon upon
sl that the misteess of Ihl‘..lﬁ
Hall was 10 sowne siange and 1neaplica:
Ble way missl ap in the terrible alluir,
yet from what | had seen of her it was

was considerably mystified at young
Rainforth's strange conduet, yet | saw
no conme loft bot 1o tollow his mdvies,
He wan ovituinly the most interested
party in the affair and wonld donbitless
dowhat was most to his own advantage.

My calls kept we busy till near the
middle of the afternoon, Then eating
a burried lunch 1 stavted for the eonrt-
house, ot yet huving found thime o
read the wanuscript Gerald had given
me, What strauge story the wanuscript
hadd to wll 1 was very snslouns To asoer
tadn, bud 48 was (ar wore bnportant that
I be prosent ut the prellminary,

When | rosched the hittle evarthoose
I fonmd B0 wleendy well Blled with an
vager, expectant rowd, pll ausious 1o
eateh every detall of the terribide ouee
Edging my way through the was ol
hamanity, | managed 10 obtaln a seat
nside the reiling near the priscuer
wheio | was wirrodoced to Glorslil's st
Torney, Who was one of the great orbmi
nul bawywrs of Yhe wvtropolis

The sttoruey fur the slulv was A
shrowd man il pussossed gread wbility
an & eriminal lawyer, and | knew that
ho would make a strong flghl, What
evbdence ho was (o present againet the
PRReE Wil Bot Buowh,

Whils the proseculing atterney wis
getting ready to open the case Hadnforth
called we to bis side, and we conversed
b8 oW tone lor sume tline,  He was
Bl going o make sy fght, he In:

suid, *here ds o lady that wants to be
put on the withess stand,  She states
that she bas n confession (o mwake (hal
will elear up the whole mystery sur-
rounding this case, '’

A biza of exeltement ran Hike an oloc.
trie theill throngh the audience,

“Let ber come forward and
sworn, ' suld the jastion,

The proscouting attoruey nrose quick
Iy, evidently belioving that this was
sotiie sibitle manvaver of the defoms

YU plesse your honor, | olgeot to
thits witness taking the stamd, " e snid
i be an punsnsl procesding, aml |
nak that Mr. Judd e sllowed 0 von
Phane Bde Best omony

Rutnforth s nttormey eame
i) was sbont o wddivss the o«
the Justive sall

1 overrale the gentlvman
tlon, The lidy will plodes
stapmd and be s worn "'

The Indy wldvanced minl threw back
her vell, rovenling the fuce of Chiues
Dangertiobd of Darkwood Hall,  As sbe|
reached the slapd shiv staggo 1ol likoom
groping in the darkoess, her face o
white an death.  She stretebed oud bor
hands as if goasping sowe Tavisibie sup
pert, Thon she spake, deepair and ngony
in her Bave mml voioe)

Chteit was | owhe eonmltted the
wardes! Amd with the wonds W
her lips slie sank down th b apparently

forward
urt wheh

i
luka th

liteloss heap upon the Hoor,
(Tu be continued,)

mmm«;tmn lnmuf'hhmullnc w:
M'luu fm. Des Iﬁlu“ :ul'um.l {u;:: Fal I:.’lmu;n and m“ "
1888, Perc on, Jesn

7] uu"rltl?r!nlm url?l' I."ul'm.lk‘l over all, mﬂw e

8
prices tarest and long | 1e visit the Cress Clty Farm, Towa.
008 nhlo":uh:nl. Now ffaportation juss received.

W. e J.co WROUGHTON.
Hastings Neb.

IMPORTER AND DEALER

In Clydesdale, English Shire, Percheron. Belglan,
German Coach, Yorkshire, Coach and
Cleveland Bay Stallions.

Long time given to responsible parties. Correspondense
siloited. Btabies in town. Address,

W. J. WROUCHTON, Hastings, Neb.
T —————————————— — ——

HELLO

Turkish Gonarvhoss Cure, the only
intarnnl medicine made Lial will cure
I from b b 10 daye wibhou! sansl g
mllll.ll “}i’o wire i fer gleat

E‘ul."". i Il“’ Y, 3 °|\ ,II
Omaha, Neb

To Make a Trip 10 the
Best Aldvantage It s Es-
sential W

¢ START NIGHT, : ;
i Going ‘0 Karsss Don't Cail On \W,
BUT IF GOINQ TO
MILWAUKER, OSKOSM,
SOUX CITY ST PAUL, PULUTH,
FREMONT, 8 HFOLK CHADRON,
HOTHPRINGARAMD CITY,  DEADWOOD,

Any point in (e twn Nakotas or Deatol Wysasng, |
onll i s, aung e the Oty Ineriening '\
Blm 1o s il intormedidie © pouita an 08
W 0 medes of rosld, 1L s the Bast
W. M SuirMan A8 Fisuoiwe,
Hn'l Agt Clay Tkt AL o'
! 117 %0 10th "t , Lincoln, Neb,

CURED PRy

NO PAY UNTIL GURED

LTI ; §.000 rarguin
WritalorFank Releranses
N MINATION FRES.

Yo Overation. Ko Detention from Business,

BEND FON CIRCULAR

THE O, E. MILLER CO,
ST M0E N Y Life Midg,, OMAMA, NEB.

F. M. WOODS,
Fine Stock Auctioneer.

Lincoin, Neb
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