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Rainforth's Strange Case. o e v oo it i oms
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waking hours—something we cannot an-
alyze, yet cannot deny the truth of its
existence, ™’

He had traveled agreat deal and had
“[Copyrigbts 184, by Amecican Press Amocla-| had. some strange adveotores in the

tion.| semi onrbarous countries of the cast, of

l CHAPTER I. which bo regaled me with many an fu-

My name fs Hiram Dixon. Iam a teresting tale. But the most romantic
man past the prime of life and more of all his adventnres had its beginning
given to the pursuit of stodies that per- jn Rome. But there, I must not get
tain to my profession than dealing in ahead of wy story.
romances, yet I feel that I may be par-,  y; wagon the 10th of September, just
doned If in my declining years, when shyee suonths subsequent to my first
<ne begins to feel the languor of the a0- yyeeting with young Rainforth, that a

tumn of life, I tuarn fora brief diversion
from the dry catalogue of seience ton'
period in my existence which is marked
Yy incidenta so strange and romantic as

to challenge belief,

By profession I am a physician and
surgeon—a plain, practical man, who
has found little time to indulge in idle |
speculations over the marvelous or col-
tivate & disire to penetraté the veil be-
hind which are hiddem strange forces
which have for thousands of years pouz-
vled the learned and unlearned of every
Innd, So I shall only record the inei-
dentsof my story jost as they happened,
without any attempt to solve what may
to some soexn mysterions or reconcile
such to the messurement of the rule and
line of ordinary practical experience,

I am a childless widower, and aside
from what my professional dutied entail
i mingle but little with the ontside
world, For more than 20 yeurs I bave
followed my profession in Mayburg, and
4 may add that althovgh my income is
not what some who are more ambitions
might call lnrge I find it sufficient for
all my neade,

It was just five yeurs ago that Lfirst
met Gerald Rainforth, He was not over
2b nt that time and possessed of all the
«mthosissm of one who is ambitions and
‘has set out to sccomplish romething
dife, yet ho was moudy at thmes and
‘would act and talk in the most strange
und eccentrio manner, Being a painter
of more than ordinary skill, be had
come to Mayburg to sketch the pictur-
esque seenery to be found in that vicin-
ity, He wag rich—so ramor said—and
«<onld well afford to indulge his taste
for art or whatever struck his fancy or
trought bim amusement,

Ho was staying at the Redfield inn,
whither I bad been ealled to see a pa-
tient, and as I was about leaving be
came from the porch where he had been
sitting and touched me on the arm.

“I beg your pardon—you are Dr,
Dixon, 1 believer'" he said.

I bowed amsunt,

He banded me his card and stood
watching me in silence,

**(erald Rainforth,”’ I read aloud,
turning my eyes to the young man's face,

““You bave heard the name before?’
he queried,

““Yes, but it was many, many years
ago. While a student at the medical
«ollege in New York I met a Horace
Rainforth, We becane clwmatu and
warm friends. "’

“He was my father,'’ mpiied the
young man,

““Is it possible?'' I snid in astonish-
ment. ''You say he was your futher?
He is""——

“Dead—died in Calentta when I was
16 years of age. A week later my moth-
or followed him to the grave, leaving

| Dungerfield, a wealthy New York bro-

articles of wearing apparel, an opern

i black glass jur containing a colorless

| bills,

| A farmer of the nfme of Marks had

, most mysterions tragedy occorred in
Mayburg. It was the first incident of
| the kind that bad been known in the
| history of the town, and it at once ex-
cited a feeling of horrdr among the
peaceful inhabitants, which grew in-in-
tensity as the mystery surrounding the
incident deepened,

An unknown man bad been murdered
and his body found lying in the road
just ontside the lmits of the village,
and within a stone's throw of Darkwood
Hall, an imposing but gloomy old boild-
ing of graystone, whose owner, lsane

ker, had never deigned to make it his
abode for even n short season,

The mordered man was abont A0
years of nge and dressed in a neatly fit-
ting suit of dark gray materinl, but the
strictest inquiry failed to disclose his
identity. Near him was found a small
leathern valise, which contained a few

glaeg, two Freach novels and o small

lquid, which proved to be alcohol,
Upon his person was found a costly gold
watch and a red morocco pocketbook
containing sowe €200, mostly in small
It ways evident that whatever the
motive of the morderer had beon it had
not been robbery. But who bad com-
mitted the deed? That was the ques-
tion thiat was in everybody’s mouth, yet
none could offer even a shadow of a su-
lation to the problem,

An ugly kuife wound in the region of
the vietini's heart told that the murder-
er had done his work quickly and well,

been the first to discover the body,
which was still warm, and believing
that life was not yet extinct bhe had
placed thé Dody in his wagon and
bronght it to my office, along with the
leathern valise which be bad found ly-
ing in the road near at hand.

Marks was summoned to appear be-
fore tho coroner at the inquest and gave
his testimony as follows:

“My pame is James Marks, Iam a
resident of the state of New York, 1
am a farmer and reside on a farm three
miles from Maybarg. I was in May-
burg on the 10th of September and re-
mained till about 8 o'clock in the even-
ing. 1 then left by the south road lead-

ing to Bartlett's Station. When abouta
half mile from town and within a short |
distance of the large stone house that '
stands near the road at that point, my
horses saddenly became frightened at
somothing lying in the road mhead. I
tried to pacify them, but rthey only
plunged the more and refused to ad-
vance a step,

I then dismonnted from the wagou,
and walking u fow steps ahead of tha
team I discovered the body of & man ly-
ing in the road, The moon was shining,
but the shadows of the trees where I
had stopped made it gquite dark., 1 did
not see or hear nny one pear the place,
I sapposed at first that the man in the
rond was drank, bnt when I took hold
of him I found his clothing was wet, '

[ and lighting a match 1 discovered that

my hands were wet with blood, I saw
the deceassd’s face by the light, I had
never sean lim before,  The body was
still warm, I thought that life imght
not bo extinet, and I placed the body
in my wagon and drove rapidly back to
town. I brought the body to the office
of Dr., Dixon: also a valise which 1
found in the road near where the de-
censedd lay. Tlat 18 all I know of the
circamstance. "’

Jack Peters, the old gardener at Dank-
wood Hall, in whose charge the place

“You are Dr. Dizon, I belicve!™
me with no pear relative upon earth, 1
have heard my father speak of you fre-
quently, and when I came to Mayburg
1 resolvid to make your acquaintance, ™

There was somwething io the manner
antl frank, open conntenance of the
voung man that impressed me in his fn-
vor on the instant, 1 held out my hand.

“1am glad to make your acquaint-
ance,”" 1 said, pressing his hand, **Not
murely becanse your father was one ol

‘ny warmest friends, but becanse I think
1 shall like yon,"

“Thank you, Then I may come and
vhat with you occasionally " ho asked
simost appealivgly. *'It is so stopid
here, "'

“Ishall be glad to bave you come
whenover you teel inelined,'" 1 repliod,
And #o 1t happened that our acqouint.
anve soon, ripensd into the warmost
friendshign  Ho cameo to my office fre.
guently, and wo passed many pleasant
hours together, | was sarprised to il
that he had read many odd works on
medicine nud sorgory while in the east,
bast what fwmpresaesd me most was his
fumilineity with cortons and nbeirus
sitbjects,  All the established thoaries

I tratscendentnlism and ovealt }‘h'-!l“

pliy sovined to bo at his tongoe's end
yot bo would often smile at the alword-
ity of them all,

“The theorios of these writers aro all
fog,”' he gpee pemarked, “'stmply tha
andd notlitng wore, They shroond 1 mys
tery what they do not understand, Tiv
|‘_‘l|!'l" Is Lt the distoried amd s
foot tefloction of a groat truth wihos
h'hl b Just begluning to cast s frst
Ml glimmer wpoa the warld, The
mysterions Telwing theosophiasts, tho
Mubmtinas, ure & wvth - oavept as they
appear i the form of the beggar jug-
glem and valgar suake charmers of the
mlwlﬂ At fnvention of those who,

uwbu glesm of the truth, sevk
rather than enlighten.
lll Wi, '’ be went on

et — )

.m-_ﬂnm “are furoes tm.

hud been for five years, was summuned
and gave his testimony,

He stated that ho lived with bis wife
at Darkwaood Hall., They ocenpied the

servants’ quarters in the north wing of |

He was at home on the
night of SBept, 10, Ho beard no nnusoul
sounds, Hawasa littlo bard of hearing.
The building he oveapied stood about
G0 yards from the rond and about 100

the building.

— e —
strict inquizy was made to asecertain
who the man was, but all efforts were AvLsx W. 0. ALLYN, GEoRGN 3. BROWN
futile, m.m-%‘—m Cattie Salesman. Hog Selesman.

The inquest consnmed a whole day,
but no light was thrown upon the wmys-
tery surrouanding the tragedy, and the
coroner’s jary brooght in a verdict that
the deceased, whose name was unknown,
had come to bis death by a wonnd in-
ficted by a knife in the hands of some
one unknown.

The peaceful and quict village of May-
burg, whose very mature was utterly
antagonistic to anything sensational,
rarely had its sober dignity disturbeq
by any nnususl occurrence, and, as may
be imagined, this startling and tragic
event occasioned the most intense ex-
citement, The whole community was
shocked and indigoant that snch n dewsd
conld be perpetrated in their very mjdst
and the criminal escape detection.

Keenly alive to the ignominy that the
daring deed reflected upon the good
name of the town, the mayor called the
conneil together and offered a reward
of $1,000 for the apprehension and con-
viction of the murderer.

This action resalted in bringing sev-
eral detectives to the pluce, who at onee
set to work to unravel the mystery.
Meantime photographs of the mardered
mun had been taken, after which his
body wae embalmed and lald to rest in
the village cemetery,

On the evening of the third day after
the morder 1 was sitting in my office,
reflecting over the incident, when my

even happened to enconnter the valise
which had been found with the mor-
dored man, It lay in the corner of the
room, where it bad been left after the
inquest, Moved by asudden impulse,
1 took up the valise, and opening it be
gan to examine the contents, with the
yvagne hope that [ might hit apon some-
thing overlooked by the coroner's jury
which might furnish a clew to the mys-
terions uffair,

I first examined the few articles of
clothing for marks, but could find none,
I then took the thres novels and tarned
the leaves carefnlly throngh each one,
hoping to find a bit of writing on gomne
of the margins, but not a mark was to
be found, Taking up the small black
glass jar previously referred to, I re-
moved the glass etopper, Apparently it
contained nothing but abount eight
onneces of aleohol. After a short exumni-
nution of the contents I was about to re-
place the stopper when on a sandden
turning of the jar a low metallic sound
came from the inside, It was evident
that there was something in the jar, but '
peering in throngh the neck I counld egee |
pothing.

I then poared the liquid into a glass,
and torning tho jar mouth downward
something fell out upon the table, I
picked it up, an exclamation of aston-
ishment escapir 3 my lips as I did so, 1t
was a human finger!

1 am not a nervons man, and being a
pliysician and surgeon it might natu-
rally be supposed that my experience in
the dissecting room and hospital had
rendered me indifferent to such sights,
yet I must confess thut the unexpected
discovery of that bit of human anatomy
gave me an unpleasant start,

The finger, which was the first of the
left hand, was emall and shapely and
was encircled by a plain gold ring set
with a ringle diamond of rare brillian-
cy. That the finger was that of a wom-
an was plainly evident by its size and

! shape as well as the character of the ring

it contained, Here indeed was another
mystery, even more perplexing than the
first, and the maore I reflected over the
matter the more pnzzled I became. It
was astrange enough proceeding that the
decensed should earty a homan finger
abont with bim in that manner, hat the
presence of the diamond ring thereon
served tointensity the mystery that sur-
rogunded the whole affair,

I removed the ring from the finger
for the purpose of discovering any in-
itials or inseription that might Dbe en

graved thereon, bat none was found, 11

had just replaced the contents of the
jur, having made no forther discoveries,
when there came a tap at my office door.
Crossing the room, I threw open the
shntter und was greeted by the consta-
ble,

**I was passing by and jost stopped t
gay thut we bave arrested the morder-
or,'" ho gaid. I supposed you had not
heard of it.”

““No, That is indeed news to me,"’
1 w]-llml “*Who 1= it you have arrest
¥
I A voung man stopping at the Red-

field fnn—Gerald Rainforth!” was the
reply,

vards from thoe spot where the decensed |

had been fonnd, He had come from his
work nmong the shrubbery at 6 o'clock
and had remained in tho honse till
about 8; then he had crossed the lawn
to bring a seythe he had left. Heo was
retarniug with it when he saw a man
horrying across the lawn toward the
front gate, He did not recogunisze the
man, He saw his face in the moonlight,
It was not the face of the deceased, Ho
did pot speak to the etranger.  He was
surprised at sevipg bim there, bat it
wan nob vory uncommon for people to
puss throngh the gronods,  He thougbt
bo would recognize the wman if he saw
bl agaln
The theket

was neat calied

agent at Rartlott's Station
and stated that & man

answerlog the deseription of the i

coased had coane i on the 480 train
from the sast,  He had got off the teain
there, batd the agent did pol see which
wiay le bad gone when bhe left te sta
lion Pl man was o stranger 1o bim

Ho conld not state positively that the
il peets al Cho station nnd the deceanssd
wure the samu Ihore was § strong 1
st blanee between the two iF they won
net the same,

Boverml olhivid gave thedr t« stimnn?
bt no clew 1o the murdered man's
Wentily or hig moarderer was vhitin 1
Juok Puicee, the Darkwossd gardener,
wias the only cue who gave any testi
mony that was Hkely to sfford anything
Hke & clew (o the marderer, bl unless
the stranger whom boe had reon pasing
throngh the grounds shonkl prove to
bave had somo contection with the war-
der vven thiv would be worthless, A

et
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How to Make Family Sponge Cake,

Six epps, the weight of four ench in
sugar and flour. Beat white and yolks
soparately as light as possible, put the
sugar Lo the yolks and beat again, Add
hialf the floor, heated and siftod twice,
Then pat in one-hall coffee cup of strict
ly boiling water, Stir hard, add the rest
of the flour, with 2 teaspeonfuls of flavor
ingg andd o tablespooniul of whisky, Last
of all, beat in very quickly the frothed
whites, Put at ouce into pans and bake
(i ki)’.

Mow to Make Rive Visur € emaoni,

Mix the floar in cold water and lot it
clipaney uver the Hry It makes & uice
white cotaent or pasie, and mvade
thick, ke lth“'\ r. ar s can b maoxl

el ot of 1t which will retalu polish

vl are vory durabl
How ta Clwan Cupper Ware
H honsewives will rub the copiper bol
ey of thelr cuflve (L el ketide, el

f butierm

IR kel sail,
i much

With & Imisiare «
they will find W
bews off

A W

L than with galn

HOMESE:sKRR'S » XCURYIONS
! One Fare fur the Kound Teip,

Tell youp Prlends lo the cast that on |

May & wad 20, the Harlinglon route will
sl Pl e tinke ¢ AL Whe aneoway
ral W polnts in Nebaska, Kunans,
wvastorn Ul ndo Southwestory Suvth
Dukotn and northern W yoming

inkets are good for veealy days
B W stopeavers ol will be on Ml.
Al s athons et of the Missourl ﬂlnr

Allen Root & Company,

In cologne, not in rum;
i e
n not ure;
udpie emg e e @@ Roem 280, Exobaage Bullding @@
in Lmndm mﬂ‘n balt
n no cobalt:
In aloes, not in glue:
In opiam, not n buchy mth Omlhl,' N.bg
uinine, u te;
T wodiugn, not in mwriae; & Betors adk us for osedisten a8

In potasglum, not In bichromate,
My whole s an American city.

No, 138, —Quotation From Longfellow,

Now 188, Numerieal Enlgmn,

Ay whole, composed of B0 letters, is o
quotrtion from Lady Mary Wortley Mon-
tagu.

My 12, 90, 48, 18, 43, 20, 21, 45, 12,
% 18 one of the United States,

My 42, 38, 23, 22, 1, 30, 6, 40 is to produce,

My 4, 40, 14, 87, 56, 19, 11 {4 & geometrical
figure.

My 24,7, 51, 54,27, 81, 28 is n grassy plain

My 40, 16, ¢4, 53, 85, 50, 13 is & Spanish
coin,

My 9, 41, 20, 5, 47 1= baviog wings.

My 32, 10, 84, 55, 30 is a simpleton.

My 17, 2, 25, 30 is to rise,

No, 140, Donble Damond Square,

Upper Left Dinmond—A letter; the pre-
terit of eat; to remusin at rest in an erec
porition; to finish o letter,

Upper Right Diamond—A letter; the
goddess of revenge; motionless; s diminu-
tive person; a letter,

Lower Left Diamond—The same as upper
right diamonul,

Lower Right Diamond—A letter; a genus
of serpents; a dwelling place; a small hood-
ed and polsonons serpent of Egypt and Lib-
ya, whose bite is futal; a letter,

Upper Central Cross—A standing with.
out moving forwaml.

Lower Central Cross—A house in which
distillation Is carried on.

3,8, 15,

No, lll.—-—l Riddle.

I am highly prized by my lady, and she
allows me frepedom which none of her most
intimate friends dare take, I am always on
the lookout for faults in her complexion,
the arrangement of her halr, ete., and when
any are discovered I immedinately acquaint
her of the fuct, Such faith bas she in my
judgment that she always eonsults me in
matters of dress, Strange as it may seem,
shie thinks the most of me when I cast re-
flections behind ber back. The plainer she
is the oftener she consults me, ns if hoping
I wonld repent of my harsh judgment and
tell her she was growing more beantiful,
but I always tell her the plain truth and
will not be bribed to a falsehood,

No. 144,--Missing Words,

1. "We bhave met the enemy, and — —

Part of the message sent after n famous
American naval victory in 1813,

4 “loterwoven as is the love of liberty
with every lignment of our hearts, no ——
- |8 necessary o fortify gr confirm
the attachment,"

]’ml of o famous farewell address

“We hold these truths to |u self evi
dl ﬂi that all men are — -—

Part of o document that every American
boy and girl should know by heart.

Give (1) the name of the historical doen
ment from which tha selection is taken,
() the date and ocension and (8) supply the
missing words,

No, 114 Words Within Words,

An animal within a eharm.

A portion of a bean within the last part
of an ode.

An organ within a jewel.

An Old Testament character within o
Now Testament character.

A girl's nume within a flag.

The Poetry of the Law,

The following story s told of a hench of
Seotch magistrates who tried to compose a
poctic epltaph: Provost Anderson having
died, the magistrates determined that the
bench alone should supply the poetry for
the stonemnson’s chilsel. The seplor mag
Istrnte wrote:

Here Hes Anderson, provost of Dundes

After much effort the next officlal in sen
fority wrote his line:

Here ho les-- hore Les he

The third magistrate walted some time

until, insplred with poetie frensy, he mdded:
Hallelujah! Hallalujee!

The fourth Hoo was Blled in by o ballie of

few ldleas Lluln
D E,F, G,

I'rulwrl ¥ Equipped,

‘l"']‘l.'
make love to that Boston giel!

Johus—0h, | wore my leavy overcont
and car muffs sll the thme

Rey to the Pusaler,
No, 190 —Numerieal Enigma
i baste, bt they detest el Ivistine
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How dlkd you ever manage to |

J. W. Caston, Pres,

B.Livcu, See.  J, P. Rouse, Vice-Pres
O, L. Linom, Btate Ageut.

Farmers Mutual

OF NEBRASKA,
Organized In 1891,

A.GREXNAMTER, TTeAs.

Insurance Co.

182,000,000 ¢+ INsurance + Now + In ¢+ Effect.»

DIRSOTONS:

Ron-c, ‘Alvn, Neb.
 Hermane

N. . Hyatt, 17

WEBER

Weber 6as & Gasollne Engine Co., Kansas

econnmical ;
ruoning Is one
power per ho

GASOLINE ENGINKS

The best becausa the most simple. A

few minutes' attention & duy
will keep it running. Most
; Ruaranteed cost ol

ur,
No. 44 8outhwest Boulevard

PRINCIPAL OFFICE:
258 South [[th Street,
LINCOLN, NEB,

cnrratpondm solloited tmm all persons
interested in mutual insursnce,

cont per horse

CHy. Missour,

L

FOR SALE | ™™, * 4o

m. o] “?mlm““‘ £oa rﬂl’l.l lhw
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ﬂl
ULLIVAN,

ThhwﬁuM!-'O—ul%n

L. BANKS WILSON, Creston, lowa,

~—IMNPFORTER OF—

Percheron, Baglish Shire, Belglan asd Coah Hera.

M ol

ron stallion, Jmot.
potakes

mils distant. New

W.e J.e WR

e T Acoin, s the Kakors OIYY PaIT 4
e e b

OUGHTON,

Hastings Neb.

IMPORTER AND DEALER

sollcited. Biables im town. Address,

LADIES

Do not trifle with stopped
meastruation, but sond §1.00

for box Turkish Tansy aml
Pennyroyal Fills, sureto the
day, Ho Ianly iy HANN'S

PHARMACY
A, mn.m.n'l-b

Faronam
By mall

In Clydesdale, English Shire, Percheron, Belglan,
German Coach, Yorkshire, Coach and
Cleveland Bay Stallions.

Long time given to responsible pariies. Corretpondense
W. J. WROUCHTON, Hastings, Neb.

Huondrods of remodiesare put upguarantesd Lo
oare lont manhood, but they don's do it Tark.
{uhi Lost Munihood Capsules are warranted and

money returned forovery case it POEEROTCURE
of Weak Memory, Lost Brain Power, Lost Man-
hooil, Night Emisiions, Weaknes of oproiue
tive Urgans eausad by youthful errors, (irves
youNew Lire Soldonly by Hams's Fuaneaor,
018 Furnam St Omaha, Neb 81 00 box by mail,

FURNAS COUNTY HERD

BIG BERK HOGS
—AND—
Holstein Cattle.

Thirty-five sows bred for spring farrow, four
| males of June farrow ana a few fall piz-i uk
prices to suit the times,

H.S8 WILLIAMSON,
Beaver City, Neb

For Sale.
———EER

A FIVE HORSE POWER

@ Electric Motor

Wil be sold

condition.
sold soon. .

| M. O REJLLY,
 Corper 11th & M Sts,, LiNCOLN, NEB

ESPAN

| whdd on
nin As NOTHMING BLAW WELL
certain, Tested for B years, i 14 falls m ll?l

In
CHEAP

CIPILI.AIJIA arer vl
make balr grow on dald heads

M faces, 1L sthinulates sud Invivor
It Is safe. surw,

- ____ __ _ _ E——

F. Ml WOODS!
Fine Stock Auctioneer.

1203 © Bt.,

kincoin; Meb

To Make a Trip to the
Best Alvantage It Is Es-
nmhl to

+ START RIGHT, : :

If Going to Ihnul Don't Call On Us,
BUT IF COINC TO

CHICAGD, MILWAUKEE, OSKOSH,

SI0UX CITY 8T. PAUL, DULUTH,
L% FREMOKNT, NORFOLK CHADRON,

HOTSPRINGS,RAPID CITY, DEADWOOD,

Any point in the lwn Dakotas or Central Wyoming,

call on uy, B withe Only i |n.muruug
irect ot wu.- wm Intermediate” ponls on it
N 700 miles of road, (L s the Boat.
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