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RAYMOND ROBINS' VISIT.

Thz Eloguent Advocate of Organized
Lakor Wins Lincoln Workers,

Ravmond Robins of Chicago has
come and gone—but the influence for
good he leaves behind will go right
on working.

The Wageworker is not going to “ ,’
undertake the task of making even a
brief svnopsis of his three addresses

in this city. The union man who
neglected the opportunity to hear this
cloguent champion of labor's cause
has reason to be ashamed of him- - !
=ell The cause of organized labor
wns never better presented, and a
more eloquent plea for the oppressed
was never made. Mr. Robins spoke
lasi Sunday morning at Trinity Meth-
odist church, and the audirorium of |
that commodions building was filled
to overflowing.

1 want to thunk vou,” sald Rev. Mr,
Balch, pastor, to the editor of The
Wageworker, "for huving sent Ray-
mond Robins to us. He came with |
a message that appealed to every
hearer. We need an army of men
ke Raymond Rnb:w."

At the Sunday morning service Mr.
Robins spoke m the subject, "Ex-
cept the Lord ild"the House.!' His
address was a plfa for an opportunity
to build the three-fold man—physi
conlly. mentally and spiritvally. “And
this,” said he, “cannot be done as
long as little children are enslaved in
the mills and mines and factories;
as long as gray-blooded women work
outl their starved lives In tenements
and sweat shops, and as loug as men
are forced Into the bread line and
every hope and aspiration deadened
with them.” For an hour and ten
minutes Mre, Robing held the undi-
vided nattention of the big congrega-
tion, and at the close he was over-
whelmed with congratulations.

Sunday evening Mr. Robins spoke

nt the Auditorium, where the First 4
Christian church congregation wor- 4
ships pending the erection of the new
church home, Upwards of 2,000 peo-

ple were present and listened with
deepest interest to a masterly plea
for the tollers of earth. Mr. Robins
was introduced by Mr. Bryan, who
spoke of the visitor In the highest
terms of approval. “The Soclal Con-
sclongness of Christ’” was Mr. Robins’
subject at this meeting. Step by step
he led his hearers through the sim-
ple yet wonderful story of the three
years’ work of the Carpenter of
Nazareth, and as In his Sunday morn-
ing address he pointed out that
Christ's work was among the poor,
the Jlowly and the oppressed—nol
among the rich and the powerful. His
explanation of conditions during the
packing house strike in Chicago made
his hearers shudder with terror. His
pMea for brotherhood was a master-
plece,

At University Temple Monday even-
ing Mr. Robins spoke to an audience
of 500, mostly trades unionists, and
for nearly two hours he held them
by the spell of his eloquence. He told
what trades unionism stands for, what
it purposes, by the providence of God
to do, what it has doune and how it
has done it. He had that audience
with bhim from the start, and ap-
plause was so frequent that it seemed
almost continuous. If you want to
know what an able champion this man .
iz of lzbor's cause, ask any union man
who was present at the meecting Mon-
day night. Every one of them will
tell you that he will gladly rest the
cuse of unionism before the bar of
public opinion upon the presentation
made by Raymond Robins.

He pointed out the dangers of the
future of unlonism by reason of the
decision In the Danbury hatters' case,
and he plead with union men to think
» for themselves, act Intelligently and
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THE REPUBLICAN LABOR PLANK.

Louis F. Post Dissects That Remark-
able Campaign Utterance.

One of the planks of the republican-
platform, the plank on labor injunc-
tions, is denounced by many as decep-
tive. We do not read it so. It is one
of the falrest declarations in the
whole document. It could not possi-
bly have been any more frank without
disregarding every principle of diplo-
macy in the formulation of public dee-
larations.

What the convention meant, and
what Mr. Taft stands for on this
subject, is the utilization of the auto-
cratic process of injunction for the -
protection of employers in the hiring
of workmen in the cheapest market.
Labor injunctions are utilized for the
purpose of defining offenses against
property in particular cases, without
the intervention of the Ilegislature;
they are utilized for the purpose of
defining as property the right to make
any kind of contracts of hire that a
glutted Iabor marked affords; their
violation is tested by mere affldavits,
and without living witnesses or the
benefits of cross-examination, and be-
fore the injunction-issuing judge and
without the intervention of a jury; the
punishment is as absolutely in the dis-
cretion of the judge as is the finding
of fact. The writ itself is a survival
of the autocratic power of the king,
acting through his chancellor. It was
manifestly intended by the republican
leaders to preserve this autocratic
power in cases of labor strikes, and
that is precisely what the republican
platform, with almost brutal frank-
negs, demands,

1t declares against any modification
of the process of injunction; and
while it expresses belief in the desira-
bility of a notice before the process
issueés, except In emergent cases, it
thereby merely re-declares the law as
it exists, The evil of injunction in
labor cases is not that they are is-
sued without notice., Neither is it
that prompt hearings are denied. The
substantial evil is that they create
judge-made law; that under them con-
victions of ¢rime are secured indirect-
Iy without a jury; that the testimony
is by afiidavit, and that there is mno
opportunity to cross-examine wit-
nesges. The innovation of labor In-
junctions—for these fnjunctions were
legal noveltles only a few years ago—
was a distinet stride in the direction
of creailng a new species of property
for business men. They created prop-
erty for employers in the labor of
workingmen. And for the preserva-
tion of this new kind of property they
subject strikers to a summary and ir-
responsible trial, by a judge Wwithout
a jury, for alleged crime. This is the
evil which the republican convention
was called upon by labor organiza-
tions to declare against. It is the
evil which empolyers’ organizations
asked it to perpetuate. The refusal’
of the convention to declare against
this judicial innovation was frank
enough; its deelaration In favor of it
.was equally frank. Whatever else
may be said of the labor-injunction
plank of the republican platform, it
cannot be denounced as deficlent in
candor.—Louis ¥F. Post, in Chicago
Public,

MITCHELL OUT OF POLITICS.

Former President of Miners Will Work
for Clvic Federation.

John Mitchell, former president of
the Mine Workers' Union of America,
has refused to run for governor of
Hlinols on the democratic ticket. This
carries with it a refusal to be a eandi-
date for the viece-presldency, Mr.
Mitchell's position is that he is not
much of a politician anyhow, and does
not care to mix up in polities in any
form.

Instead, he will take charge of the
trade agreement department of the
National Civic Federation. This posi-
tion carries with it a salary of $6,000
a wvear, and Mr, Mitchell's work will
be to try to settle disputes between
employer and employes without resort
to strikes and lockouts. In other
words, he will try as far as he can to
secure industrial peace.

In this work, Mr. Mitchell says, he
feels he can be of more service to so-
ciety and organized labor than  he
could If elected governor of Illinois.
For the latter work he has had no
training, while with the former he is
familiar.

His refusal to run will have marked
results on Illinois politics, both at the
August primaries and the November
election. Many politiclans have been
anxlously awaiting his decision for
some time.—Washington Trades
Unionist. f




