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Durdy ben him:h&,u w'ﬂ% m:
V1 M m &.‘ ; u.. ;
- lmnl:&ihn vom pwei Nohren $10.00,
& bei Worausbegohlung $2.00 das Jahr,
Telephon: TYLER 30,  Omaha, Nebrasks

~ Des Moines, la, Branch Office: 407812 Ave

# wecond-class matter March 14, 1912, at the postoffice of
iska, under the act of Congress, March 3, 1875.

L CREED OF THE TRUE AMERICAN
United States of America as a Government of thé People,
for the People; whose just powers are derived from the
governed; a Democracy in a Republic; a Severeign Nation of
m States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable; established
of Freedom, Equality, Justice and Humanity for which
ots sacrificed their Lives and Fortunes.

believe it is my Duty to my Country te Love it; to Support
to Obey its Laws; to Respect its Flag and to Defend it
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" Dimaka, %eb, Freitag, den 17, Jamnar 1919,

Uationale Probhibition
abeests fann fiir fid den fraurigen Rubm in Anfbrud nehnen, der
plette Stant, der dogu ndtig war, gewejen su fein, der dad Nationale
8 » Wimendenient angenommen bat.  Damit wurden die perionli-
268 Menidhen 1n dielem Lande ouf lange Heit binausd zu Grabe
h_.m Dereit® ein Qabr fpater, alio bodijtens am 1. Marg 1920
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3robif fiore ein Teil ded Grundgefeyes des Randed fein — wemn mdbt
@eridite nod) Gumiprudy exbheben, wofite allerdingd nur die win.
' porhanden it
M bad?
irber Fliditigleit und Wuritigleit mit der die gange JFrage 3
jand feither tn dent verfdiedenten Gefefochungen bebandelt wur.
mithte man annchmen, da3 Worlegen cined Jufoked sur
geiafiung und die Abftimmung daritber 1md Wmahme dedielben
iStnatigefetoeiengen fei cine redit nlltaglidie Sade, die nidht gar
den babe, und die boraugfiditliden Folgen der Annahme die-
i Sitfoges feten redt nebenfodilifer Natur. Jn WirllidiTeit
gon unberedenborer Sdiwere und unabiefbarer Tragioeite fein.
feit Dedentet die Ynnahme ded Probhibitiondzuiohed zu der Bews
stnendlidh piel mebr a8 die weitand . meiften Vitrger — felbit
@eaner der Probibition! — foloeit audy mur zu abnen jdeinen.
ettet nidit .nur” fonfisfation von Eigentum, Jeritorung der
Werdienitaelegenbert Sunderttoujender, und BVeidronfung dery
B Sretbeit vicler Willionen — alfo fHwerited Unredt gegen die
ng acwahrleifteten Freibeiten der Vilrgor — jondern fie be-
fitlide Bergewaltigung der BVerfoffung felbit; eine Vergewaltis
ié Dicje Werfaifung ihres uriprimglidien guten Geijtes und Jwoodgs
D fie aud dem guverlafjigen Sdugioall gegen Tovannet und ln.
(Der Bitrger) ju cinem bequemen Werlzeug der Tyrannel madi
gt Wittel sur Unterdriidung der Biirger und ur Jerjtdrung der
Bie g gewdbrleiften und ollen efvaigen UAngriffen gegeniber
@ fie ecfonnen und nicbergeidricben mwurde,
piibrung der notionalen Prolfybition durd) diefen Verfaifungs. |
: e i1t Wabhrheit gleidibedentend fein mit dem Siege einer ?Rex-r»iu-l
Pad Grundgele 1nd den Grundgedanfen Winertfad, und iwilrde,
fe ber Morgen auf die Nadit folgt, su einer Gegenrevolution fith.

Hhipm

e,

vaptd |
g

J

omerifaniifen  JFreibeitigedbantend aqud den amerifaniidien|

it idbpeibt die ,Chicago Mbendhoit”, viel Behoudten — nidt _:1:-.'

BenE Bie Meroditiqung des @efogten nod) nidht bolli einlendiet, der
e Wafirheit nody exfenmen. Denn 2 it nody midit aller Toge

D Bie Soffnung, dag dad in Ausfidt ftchende Unheil nod) abge-
_‘“..;. mag, ift nod) nidit aufzugeben. Cin Verfafjungdzuiag, des

per Berfaifung fo widerfpridt ivie diefer Probibitionsauiag; der
fen umd der gangen Art und Weife feiner Vorlegung bvor bie

ol perfaifungdmafia gelten! Das BundeSobergeridit it nod)
¢ Stnrufung ift getoi.  1nd dad amerifanijhe Boll Hat feinen
Renihenberitand wmd fein Urteildvermagen nod) nidt ganabidy veg

oud) feine Vetreter tm Nongreh und in den Stoatdgefehgebuns
g Bebandlung der Probibitionsfrage darouf versidteten,

men” erdriert; dod Probibitionsamendeoment rourde mur bou den|
Befrofferen Sntereffent and in derem Sntereffe befdmbit und
den groben Publifum in der Haubtiade mur cine Jnterefien. |
die grofie Boifsfreibeitsfroge, die fie in Rirllidleit 1it. DTic
ge Defdrinfte und berdunfelle dem Wolfe den Porigont und|
Baf 03 die Gefalyr, die feiner Freibeit drobt, nidit recht erfannte. |
EBiete Dabon ab, in den Nampf gegen dad Probibitiondamendement
tweil fie nidt ald ,Sreunbe” ber ,Bier und SdnapSinterefien”

Ut oudy fiir dic Vollsvertreter im Nongrels und in den Ghefeae. |
e ItcBen ficdy, ivie ein guier Teil der Pirgeridaft, narren von
ver Ynriidiigfeit ded Cinfretend fitr e .Sdpaps- und Viers
bey bie Probibitiomiten aufftellten. Sie werden fidh nidit mehr

i lafjen, toenn geseiat wird, dafj ed fidy mdit ober nidit mehr mu!
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it fo tubig verloufen biirfte, wie die fidh jebt vollzichende Mnid-| s [ami

3u erbalten, bo:gﬁlbﬂ ift, die Ghan-
cen eines republifonifien Erfolges
bet der ‘Prifidenteravabl im [abhre
1920 wefentlidh und in  ernfier
Weife Eedroben wilrde.

8u Ber Qontroverfe Dot audy der
Marine-Zelretie ded  Prifidenten
Clevelond, Dilary . Perbert, der
da$ 85. Qebendjchr dermadift voll-
endet und dod ermdlhnte Wt in den
Jobren 1893 i@ 1897 Dbelleidete,
dad Wt ergriffon. Pere Hevbert
0lieh, modhdem er auf dem Sabinett
geidicden war, in Wafbington und
fepte borct die Witaltfbragis fort,
welde er feiifer in MWonigomerny,
Mo, befricben Datte, Der “greife
Stanf&mann it em eifriger Yefitrs
tworter ber Qiga der Nationen. Er

begeidmet Oeren Wilfon ald  den
Lbraftiidften Peofibenten, welden

die Vercinigten Staaten gebalbt bae
ben, feit George Wafbington die
nepe Megierung in BVetried qefept
hatte.” Ter Ctoodenbund, ivie er
diedy de Sonflifution bon 1787
aeidaffrn  foorden indre, fei oud
cin neied Erperiment gewefen, und
dodj) hate o8 fid) qlingend bemwdhtt.
Die, Stonftitution  der ' Bercinigten
Staoten fei am 4. WMarg 1789 in
getreten,  Mord-Caroling foi
dem Bunde awdlf, und NRbhode Ns.
land foger aditzebn Monate fernge.
bliclen. ®ie Xogif bder Ereigmifie
werde alle Notioren jdlickiid awins
gen, dem pon Prafident Wilfon qee
plonten  Wolferbunde  betgutreten.
Die Argqumente, tweld® Er-Marines

=)

Sefretir Herbert fitr die [Qiga dex
Nationen '8 [eld fitbet, find nae

mentlich dedbolb interefjant, tweil fie
auf die Grinhrungen unjered Stoa-
ten-Bunbe? suchdoreifen- Sber je-
bor Mergleid Dndt. Dic Verid)®don.
heit der Maffen, der Sprade und
ber Sutereffen, jocldye in
der Qiza der Nottonen ihren Aus.
gleidy 1n Juterefic bed Weltfricdens
finden foll, ficht 1 jdrofiem Gegen:
jage au der Gemeinjamfeit der Jiele
und Bejtrebungen, der Gleidarhine
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Ghrentifte

der Tiigliden Omaha Tribiine

Cicben weitere Banfteine Tinnen Ywir Hente anmelden, deven e
fa anf S97 geftiegen ift. Wir follten morgen bas 9. Hunbdert
siberjleigen und dann wit newer Gergic die lehten witigen 100 jn

fudien, damit wir, wemn miglid, die Ehrenlijte nody
bicjen WMomat gum ALidluf bringen Founen, 1nter den nencingelanfer
nen Daufleinen befinden fid die ans von freiwilligen Nrbeitern
veridiafft wurben. Dicfe ter find bie Perren Jofhn Wattes
in Nebrasta Gity und Corl Rohde in Columbus. Beide Herven Huben
perfprodien, weitere Anjivesgungen im Interefie der Ehrenlifte maden
su wollen, jodaf lit nod) in bicjem Monag 1,000 Mitglicder erreidien
und dann abgejdlofien werden fann, -

Hujere jehige Anfgube ijt e8 aljo, mit newer Sraft anf unjer Jiel
vou 1,000 Banjicinen juzuftveben. Diefes Jiel werden wir fider in
ber fejtgefetten Seit erveidien, wenn uns unjere gejdatten Lejer in ot
wa# liberalorer Weife als bisher entgegenfommen und unfere freiwilli-
geren Witarbeiter jidy nod) etwod mehr betatigen. Tafi fie daé fun
werden, bavom find wir iberzeugt und fagen ihmen bereitd im Vorans
nnfern Danf,

Wiz haben bei Grhdhung des Abonnementspreijes onf $6 bad
Johe angeliindigt, dafi wir die Jeiturg nod) ju $10 bei Voranszoh-
lung vou gwer Jahren licfern twiirden, bis wir 1,000 Banfteine beis
jammen haben. Tas follte dod) ein Hinldnglifer Grund fiir viele
fein, gleidy swei Jahre im Borvans su johlen. @8 bedentet ecine Gr-
{parnis von $2. Gigentlidy rnen wir dicje gwei Dollars nar jdiver
entbehren, wir brandien aber die Paujicine viel ndtiger und deshalb
find wir bereif, cin Opjer gm brimgen. Dies folite aber von Seiten
unferer Sefer andy Anflang finden nnd fie anfpornen, nns zu Helfen,
bas uné gefegte Riel von 1,000 Banficiuen u erveidien. Wir hoffen
deshalb, dafk, anf dicjen erncmten ¥nfruf Hin, die Ehrenlifte in den
nadyjten Tagew wicher rajdier wadiien wird.

' Tribune’s English Section |

(Devoled to the interpretation and furtherance of real Americanism and

true democracy; supplementing and re-enforcing our general editorial pol- |

icy of expounding and defending the ideals and institutions of the American
people; printed in English for the benefit of all classes; and designed to
spread a knowledge of the English language among out foreign-born eitizens.)

A Fair Sample Of “Catholic War
News Service.”

fert ber (efinming. weldye der Frete
fertéfampf in den Soloniften er-|
seugt Dotte, und ber Ginheit. der|
@prodie, toclde fiie ben  meyen
Staatenbund. majgebend ivar.
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@8 it cin Degeidnender Sug ded
ameviantiden Su nd  Mufit-

lebend gowejen, Dol crit die ners

niits

formung - @uropa’s  amerifonijden
. e und  Stiinjtlerinnen  Biee-
atlombe  au Unichen und Beoun-
derung verbalf, Tas wicderholt fid),

e andy auf anderem @ebiete bem|

Lrafidenten Wilion gegemitber, bder|
bet feinen Sondsleuten eine bebeu-|
tend boGere Ginjdagung gefindon |
bat. feitbem feiver Stoatdfunjt in
Guropa ecin fo glimendes Jeugnis|
AT AL
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Maternify Aid Urged By Children’s Bureau.

Inflaenza Has Reached Samoa And Claimed 6,000
Victims,

As a sample of the irresponsible news items sent to the Catholic
papers of the United States and Canada by the socalled “Catholic War
News Service” we reprint the following item, which had its ongin in
the fertile imagination of some equally irresponsible scribe :

PREMIER CLEMENCEAU IN THE PULPIT,

The “Gaulois” is responsible for the statement that at a thanks-
giving service held in Lille, after its restoration to freedom, the French
Premier, M. Clemenceau made an appearance in a Catholic church,
On the previous day the Premier had personally thanked the priest

en der Stoaten die BVerfaffung felbit jo groblid) bcrgrmaltint.?

ausgeiielt worden ijt, Wud) unleT| of the town for his heroic conduct, and the latter had sought, as his
den repmblifanijden Mitgliedern des| “only reward,” that the Premier should attend the “Te Deum” of
Storgreifes mebren fidy die Stinumen, | thanksgiving. M. Clemenceau apparently not only did this, but at the
welde don BVerehrung und ‘B-.‘-wun-| end of the E't Deum he mounted the pulpit and addressed a few words
derimg fiir dod Dbiplomofifde ®e| to the congregation, who startled themselves and their curé by breaking
jdid des Lrajibenten  mwiderhollen| out into cheers.

b8, itaf” ober ,froden”, bonbdelt, jondern um bie Lerfaf.|™

und den Trbut eflidor ‘a'[lwtfcn-'
ming dem Planne nidt verjogen,

Trabition s Dreden und  aufer|
Lanbed au geben. um feinen Jbeen
md Jbeolen @Geltung zu veridafs!
for, €3 iit die bejtdndige Junahme |
der Yopularitat Serrm  Wiljon's, |
weldie femen Yarteigegnern  trithe |
Stunden Dbereitet. Die Brafidents
jdoitaSandidaten erden im nad. |
jten Jabre nopmnicrt mwerden, wnd|
auf rgublifanider Seite feblt frog

Z : nody der|

ire, als e
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geciainet
aenfandidat gegen den Yannertrager
ber bemofratijhen Farter oufutve.
te loied  wicherum
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3 das Qand qrof, fart und reid) wurde; um die Fyreibeiten, | PO odrow Wiljon, Man 1t
amerifaniide ‘Jjn%f feine @rafe verdantt, und um die Grhaltung | titer ie je davon diberseugt, dafs
fratie in ifrer Heimat — bdie Erhalhmga der amerifaniidien Temo. | OeT Trajident abe Eili'-'!‘lﬂ fandidieren |
Ber fibrigen Belt au fidern Ymerifa Gut und Blut tn Strimen | und jid) wm die Lrodition, welde
[gegen  emen _r-t'.tI-::-‘ Frandeuts |
a8 1ird geidiehen. — y i ihafteTerntin fidy ausfpridy, eben.
- - lin wenig Bununeryy fuird, wie wnt die,

- ®lmurde eld’ einon Ein o ':."“?_’:f"'hb‘_ 1:.'.':!I'II‘T.‘-IILI.: q'=j_'t‘t-.’zl|.".-_;=. m:i:‘r-.:r
ARtCS @S 8¢t (1o G Brafiventen anj die red PN GUOHD A BT
yeshauptitadt publifonijde Parter haben RO I der Sefonitrudtions-Probleme, e

(8 wird angenonunen, baf die .;'.:!‘.|
fden ben Mrtglivhern der alten .re-
publifamifhen Glarde” und den YPro-|
areifiibes  tmmer  nod i\uftcin'nhﬂ:‘
Tﬁl;l‘rl".:_-.".i

Sarmonic  unter dem '.'lnlnin-armj
der Gieand £ Portp” und bden!
Berfeditern  Tortidiritthider Mefore
mwn aed  Hnidanmgen  jtattfinden
witd: L6 bad wirllid aeideben
wied, erideint sveifelboft, denn bie
Meinmqzreridisdenbheiten galien
widht ollcin ber Perfon ded Prafis
dentidafts flandibaten, fondern
mehr nedy den Primgibien, Iwelde
mohgebend fiir die Politifde Dol
fung ber Dbeiben @lemenmte ber re
publifaniid®en Partei warven und
nody find. Diefe Gogentige laffen fid

bigkmeht. Hur

d¢r RNonffift inncrbald bder Porin
um Me Guibeifung ober Berwer.
fing der ,Liga der Nationen”, fiir
welde Prafident Willon die Stoatd.
mamner ber Cnienfe gu gowinnen
fudt. Cp-Prifident Taft Hat jeine
Bordeigenofjen 1m Senot daver ge-
wornt, baf ein Berfudy ihrerieils,
ben Frichendvertrag ju  berwerfon

e

_..m - Rrafidenten
% Blan fiir Yiga der Nn-
Hnterjtithnng.

m 16 Qan. (Gigenbe.

erften drel rheifd.
fland der Stongrel
jag- der Trouer, welidpe
. #bleben bed fritheren
: ‘Roofevelt nidt allein

enofjen, fondern
idhen Gegnern ber-
dfe, bie in ibm den
rifoner fahen, einen
ger Emnergie und ge-
daeifor, eirien grofien
) gine treibende Siraft
$ Wolfes, Die polis
§ toar bergefien.
tbiirgess, Der eine
Der peitgendifio
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t peridioinden und vollige| '

oder feine Matifizterung 3o vergo-
‘ m‘\kil ong Rigs dex Hoe
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mentfidh aber der Wiusbau der RBiga

der Mationen wmadt, wie behouptet
wird, eine langere Ymtedauer Pré-
fent & dringend  aeboten.

¢ Uebergengung verjdbiefen fid)
audy foldie Denmofraten widyt, weldye
als Prafidentidattz-Slandibaten ge
nannt worden find,

13 militariide  republifonijde
Brifidentidiafts-Standivaten find bie
Benerdle Perfbing, Preflon BVroton,
ber WMilitar-Gouverneur in den Yon
amerifoniiden  Truppen  beiegten
Teilen von Dedidiond, und Leo-
nard Tood ~vorgeidilogen. Hegterer
foll momentlidh n Sanfas, Nebraéfa
und onbderen Stoaten bed Witfel.
Weftend und in folden der Rodo
Mountain-Begend . zablreide An.
Binger 1nd Beapundberer baben und
al8 der logilde Erbe der Roofevelt
jhen Wipirationen und Trabitionen
gelten.

— Yediemen Sie fid der RNlalfi-
€riola it {iberraidend—>bdic Nne

erten Anaeigen der Tribline! Der
folten nur @ingig.
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M. Clemenceau asked the congregation.to transier their tribute
to “that great citizeh (Marshal Foch) who had never lost faith in the

Bg urde die Hrage gumeift nur vom Standpunfte der ,MNaffen®(der den Wut gedebt baf, mit der| country,” which the London Universe thinks he might have amplified

by adding “nor in his God.” The French Premier continued his short
discourse Ly saying “I know it is not customary for a member of the
congregation to speak in church, and I have never done so before,
but | could not restrain my emotion,” It is said that this is M. Clemen-
ceans's first appearance in any chureh, which would account for part of
his concluding remarks. There are many in France who hope that ghus
may not be s last appearance in a Christian church,
L . -

It would seem gvell-nigh incredible that Cathglic papers should re-
print such fantastic reports. Still items sent out by the “Catholic War
News Service” have been given space in Catholic papers, and it is from
one of these, the “Northwest Review” of Winnipeg, Canada, that we
have culled the item reprinted above, It is almost needless to say that it
has no foundation in fact and that the report has been flatly denied
by responsible persons,

The War Against Peace.

Writing on the same subject, the “New Republic," in its issue of
December 28th, s this to say;

If the real issues at stake in the peace congress remain obscure,
it will not be the fault of the Senators Lodge and Knox, They do not
say, i1 so many words, that the conception of the great struggle in
Europe as ar to end war was just a delusion employed by crafty
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of a stable peace, founded upon mternational co-operation and good
will, is repulsive to them, They do not say that their hopes for the
future involve a renewal of the struggle for power in which America
will occupy a larger and larger part in the affairs of the world, utilizing
occasions of strife between other nations to advance her own imperial
power. Yet such are the plain implications of the policies proposed by
Senators Lodge and Knox,

Senator Lodge's argument looks innocent. Will not the peace con-
gress have 15 hands {ull enough with the concrete problems, territonal,
nnancial, commercial, arising out of the war just ended? Must it
scatter itz energies by embracing the complicited task of omanizing
a League of Nations? The obvious reply 15 that the most vital
problems of the peace demand one solution if the epoch of wars is
to be wound up and arether solution if we are to look forward to an
unending seriés of new wars. If we premise the peace upan new wars,
we shall have them. If we premise it upon a stable international order,
we have at least a working chance of expelling war from the conven-
tional scheme of political affairs.

If the peace congress were to disband with the League of Nations
merely a pious hope, what ought France to do about the boundary
gt:rstion? Holding Alssce-Lorrgine, she would incur some risk of a

srman war of revenge, It would be the business of the French
statesmen to see that in such a war Germany would have an initial
handicap to overcome. The annexation of all German territory west
of the Rhine would weakén German military power. The splitting up
of Germany into a number of antagonistic states would still furiher
increase the chances that France would come off victorious in any
future war. That means a reversion to the policy of Louis XIV, All
these dispositions for the strengthening of France and the weakening
of Germany would necessarily excite in Germany & desire for a war
for liberation and unity. Possibly the German power to win would
be weakened in greater measure than the German will to win was

Beruft Cud bei Gurer Ehnliufen
ouj dieje Heitung,

strengthened. That is the object of the politics of power. But such a
sondition would bode ill for the peace of Europe.

gtatesmen to suffen demecratic morsle, They do not say that the idea |
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“Economic Aspects Of The ¥

Organ Of Protective Tarifi League Applies
Economic Interpretation To Recent Struggle.

The economic factors involved in the world-war and the influence
they had in bringing it on must not be minimized. Yet few will tgﬁ:.
the extreme of assigning the principal role to these factors. Yet this is =
done by the American Economist, in its issue of Dec, 27, in an article,
entitled: “Economic Aspects of the War.” It is worthy of note that theé'
“Economist” is published weekly at New York by “The American Pro~ =
tective Tariff League” It is interesting to see the exponents of the pro~ )
tective tariff placing themselves in the same class with those who I
the economic interpretation'to all historical occurrences, and with w
they usually so utterly disagree, Says the “Economist”;

In 1915 Professor Edwin J. Clapp of the New York University
published a book entitled “The Economic Aspects of the War.” In view
of the criticism of the statement of the “American Economist” several
weeks ago, that the war was “af economic war,” it is interesting to
briefly review this volume, and especially to compare its conclusions with
the present contraoversy between Great Britain. and the United States,
on the question of “freedom of the seas.” ‘

At the outset Professor Clapp says: “From the very beginning the
war went beyond the limit of military and nawval actions. It became
an ‘economic war’. namely, a process of interrupting the flow of com-
merce between neutrals themselves. The purpose was to deprive the
interrupted belligrent of necessities of military, industrial and civil life, »
and so bring upon the enemy nation ‘pressure’ sufficient to end the war,

But an econoniic war of this sort is also an economic war against neus
trals. ... The economic war began in 1914."

Up to that time there were three landmarks of agreements presume
ably governing the rights of neutrals on the high seas:

First—The Declaration of Paris at the close of the Crimean war,

Second—The Hague Convention.

Third—The Declaration of London.

THE LONDON CONFERENCE AND WHAT HAPPENED

AFTER, .

In 1909 the British Government called together what was called the

London Conference to codify the laws of the sea. All the leading
nations took part.- The result was the Declaration of London., signed by
zll the great powers whose representatives attended. The London Con-
ference fixed the rights of neutrals on the seas, which rights included
ireedom of trade and “treedom from interruption in trade between
| meutral countnies.
] The provisions of the London Conference were speedily disre-
garded by both England and Germany. England attempted to maintain
a blockade against Germany, and Germany retaliated by planting float-
ing mines in the North Sea and employing submarines, The result was
i great loss of neutral ships and cargoes.

Great Britain then gradually disregarded entirely the provisions
of the London Conference by what was called “Orders in Council.” As
a result a practical abolition of the rights of neutrals followed. Neutrals
could not only not trade with Germany, but could not trade with each
other — a manifest violation of the terms of the London Conference
and the long-standing “{reedom of the seas” for neutrals, The situation
became a struggle between British cruisers and German submarines, in
which peutrals, including at that time the United States, were the
Lieaviest sufferers. )
| Further “Orders in Council” by Great Britain and what was con-

ceded to be, in the light of the London Declaration, an illegal blockade,
practically subverted the solemn international agreement, and extended
the contraband list, until a heavy economic burden was laid upon all
neutrals, especially upon the United States. It was impossible for Ame-
rican shippers to ship goods to any point in the world without the con- |
sent to Great Britain. Almost everything was declared contraband by
Great Britain and subject to seizure. The cffect was eomplete paralysis
of American foreign trade, except with the consent of Great Britain
through British consuls in America. Every American shipper to Cuba
or South America, for instance, was compelled to get the consent of the
British Consul and sign a lot of papers to insure the safety of his goods
from seizure. This was not “freedom of the seas.” "
RESULTS OF BRITISH BLOCKADE

All this stopped trade not only with Germany but with all neutrals,
The extencion of contraband was protested by the United States, but;
without avail. The Wilhelmina's cargo of foodstufis bound for a neutral
port was seized by Great Brifain. There was no law permitting this, but
Great Britain made a new "“Order in Council” to cover the case, per-
mitting England to requisition, without trial, the cargo of any ship
brought into a British port.

In retaliation, Germany, claiming starvation, declared the waters
around Great Britain a war zone, and claimed the right to search and
destroy neutral as well as enemy ships without warning, Even the safety
of the passengers and crews was not guaranteed. The United States
protested against both Great Britain and Germany., Germany agreed
to desist, but Great Britain refused The controversy culminated in a
blockade and starvation of Germany, and the sinking of the Lusitania,
Both nations resorted to illegal acts,

The United States was [aced with a great loss of trade and a loss
c.f millions in import duties. Great Britain’s arbitrary extension of the
contraband list aroused the indignation of farmers, north and south.
Even food for civilizns in nemtral countries was placed on the contras
band list and seized by England. Finally the Secretary of State dared
10 tell Great Britain that she was violating the law, and Balfour con-
ceded it. But this concession was not made unti! Southern Demoerats in
Congress, notably Hoke Smith, kicked up a row and secured the active
support and even threat of the President in their behalf. “Buy a Bale™
campaigns were started throughout the South and portions of the
North, The President himself joined the crusade against the contraband
of cotton. Only then did Balfour yicld. This was in October, 1915, be-
fore the United States entered the war. Up to that time Great Britain's
“black Hist” included wool, copper, rubber, cotton, foodstuffs and almost
everrthing needed in the world’s industries,

The foreipn trade of the U. S. was thus practically under the con-
trol of Great Britain, In this way Great Britain ruled the economic
destiny of the United States, as a result of the war.

BRITAIN'S RULE OF THE SEAS.

Thus Great Britain absolutely ruled the seas and wholly abrogated
| the “rights of neutrals on the high seas as agreed to in the London Cons
ference of 1909.” Great Britain justifies such action on the grognd of
war necessities ; but that does not obviate the fact that the ecopomic
aspects of the war were gradually destroying the foreign trade of the
United States, except in so far as Great Britain gave her consent.

Great Britain sought to starve Germany, and undertook to stop the
Upited States from trading with Germany or even sending food 0 ¥he
civilian inhabitants. This was a violation of precedent as well as modern |
agreement ; for in 1793, Presiden® Jefferson wrote to Thomas Pinckney,
our Minister to Esgland, regarding England’s stoppage of our food
shipments to France, when England and France were at war;

“Were we to withhold from her (France) supplies of provisions, we
should in like manner be bound to withhold them from her enemies also,
and thus shut 1o ourselves all the ports of Europe where corn is m i
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mand, or make ourselves parties in the war, This is a dilemma
Great Britain has no right to force upon us, and for which no
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can be found in any part of our conduct. She may, indeed, feel
sire of starving an enemy nation, but she can have no right of doing'it
at our loss nor of making us the instrument of it."”

While the United States later entered the war and fought with
Great Britain against a common enemy, it is perfectly clear that Great
Britain violated all agreements and all precedent relative to the “free
dom of the seas,” and the rights of neutrals.

THE “FREEDOM OF THE. SEAS”

This “ireedom of the seas” is a pArt of the great policy of Protee-
tion to the United States and her national interests, Great Britain must
concede this, Until spe does, her right to “rule the seas” and control the ™
commerce of all nations for her own ends, must act as an excuse for thd
United States to have 2 navy as great as England’s, to Protect our own
trade and conunerce. In this way (by Protection) ean the United : ¥
States have control of her economic future ' ' '




