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Her answer made a great show of
frankness.

“Oh, they are mnch as usoal,™ said
she, **Miss Loreen is in the kitehen and
Miss Lucetta will soon be hore to in-
quire how you are, I hope you passed o
good night yourself, ma'nm.®*

I hadl <lept more than 1 ought to per-
haps and made  haste to reassure hor as
toy own condition, Then sceing thiat
a little talk would not e unweleoma to
this hearty woman, tired to death possi-
bly with life in this dreary houso, 1
mutde some exense for keeping her a few
minutes, saying as 1 did so:

SWhat an bmanensa dwelling this is
for four persons to Itve 1, or hnve vou
another inmate which 1 have not seen?'!

I thought her busom color showed o

mamentary sign of failing, boat it all
citne bpeck with her which was
piven in o round, hearty voice,

“Oh, I'm the only maid, madam, 1
cook and sweep and all. 1 conldn't
abide another near me. Even Mro Sins-
bury, who tends the cow and horse and
who only comes in for his @inner, wor-
rits me by spells. I like to have my
own way in the kitchen, exeept when
tho young ladies chooso to come in.  Is
there anything more you want, ma'am,
and will vou have tea or coffee for
breakfust?!

1 told her that I always drank eoffen
in the morning and would have liked
to hove added another question or two,
but she gave me no chance. As she
went out I saw her glance at my eandle-
stick. There was only a half burned end
in it. Sheis ealeulating, too, how long
I sat ap, thought L

Lucetta stood at the head of the stairs
as I went down,

INSWOT,

“Will vou excuse ma for a few mo- |

ments? sadd she, 1 am not quite
ready to follow you, but will be soon. ™

ST will tuke n look ar the grounds, "

I thought she hesitated for a mao
ment; then her face hghted ap. “*Bo
sure you don’t eneounter the dog, ' sho
ericd amd  slipped hoastily down a side
hall 1 had not noticed the night before,

AL, a good way to keep mein, "
thought L But I shall see the grounds
yer if I have to poison that dog.’" Not-
withstanding, I made no haste to leave
the house,
cettin had got the
that is not a good reason for placing
myself in nnealled for danger. I don’t
belicve in tempting Providence, espe-
cinlly where a dog is concerned.

Instend of that I stood still and look-
ed up and down the halls, endeavoring
to get gome iden of their plan and of
the loeation of my own room in refer-
ence to the rest.

I found that the main hall ran at
right ungles to the long corridor down
which I had just come, and noting that
the doors opening into it were of o size
and finish vastly superior to those 1 had
passid in the corridor just mentioned
judged that the best bedrooms all lay
front and that 1 had been quartered at
the end of what had oneo been consid-
ered s the servants' hall, At my right,
ns I looked down the stairs, ran a wall
with @ break bevond which was what
looked like nn opening into another cor-
ridor, and indeed I afterward learned
that the long series of rooms of which
mive was  the lust had its counterpart
on the other side of this enormous
dwelling, giving to the house the shape
of o long, square U,

I was looking in some wonderment at
this opening and marveling over the
extravagant hospitality of those days
which necessitated such a number of
rooms in oa private gentleman's home
when I heard o door open beyond it and
two voices spenking,  One wis rough
and careless, ummnistakably that of Wil
linm Knaollys. The other was slow and
timid and was Just as wmistakably
that of the mun who had driven me to
this houso the day before, They were
talking of somoe elderly person and 1 had
good sense enough not to allow my iu-
dignation to blind we to the fact that
by that vlderly person they meant e
This is important, for their words were
not without significance,

“How shall we keep the old girl out
of the house till it 15 all over?'' was
what 1 beard drop from William's surly
lips.

“ Lucetta has a plan,’’ was the hardly
distinguizhable auswer “]l] am to
tuke''—

That was all I could hear; o elosing
door shut off the rest, but that wus
cunough., Something, then, wus golug on
in this house of & dark i1 sot wysterious
charsoter, and the attenpts made by
these two interesting and devoted girls
to cover up this fuct by explanatious

Sonne might think that Lau- |
better of me, but |

brother's lowering  brow and telt it in- |

compntible with innocence, hut remem
bering Mr, Giryee's remarks on this sub
ject rewd an ddstunt lecture to myself
amd, putting all conclusions asido, de
voted the fow minutes in which 1 founed
myself alome in the dining room to n
carcful preparation of oy mind for its
duty,

wend 1o Le pivtedd against ming,

CHAPTER IX.
A VISITOR.

When my mind is set free from donbt
and fully settlidd upon any course, 1 am
capalile of much gond natara amld seem
ing simplicity.
mwadntain my own ot the breakdfast table
with s0 that the

1 was therefore able to

O SOCCHSS, el

| passed off without any of  the disagres

able expericneos of the might hefore
Porhaps the fact that Loveen presided
at the eoffee urn instead o! Luoeetta had
somoething to do with this. Her ealm,
even looks seemed to put some restraint
upon tho boisterons outhursts to which
Willinm was only too linble, while her
less excitable natare suffered less if by
any chunca he did brenk ont and startlo
the decorous silence by one of his rudo
guffaws.

I am s slow eater, but I felt foreed
to hurry through that meal or be left
enting alone ut the end., This did not
put me in the best of humaor toward its
for I hated to risk an indigestion
just when my facultivs needed to be nun-
usually alert. I compromiscd by leav
ing the board hungry, but Idid iv with
such o #midle that I do not thinke Miss
Kunollys ever knew that I hod not risen
from any table so 11 satistied in yiars,

ST will Teave you toomy brother for a
fow miinutes, " said she, hastily trapping
from the room. T pray that you will
not think of going to your room w@ll we
huve lid an opportunity of armranging
it

I instautly made np my mind I wonlid
oo there, and that, too, before the ar
ranging  process was over.  DBut L inst
see what Teould make of Willinm fivst,

I thought that bhe wias nota very
promising subject as 1 turned back to
him and followed his huge but ungain-
1y figure toward the frout of the house,

**1 thought you might like to ses the
grounds, "’ he growled, evidently not
enjoying the role assigned him, **They
are 8o attractive,'’ he sueerad. *Chil-
dren hereabout call them the jungle "

“'Who's to blame for that?'"' 1 asked,
with only o partial homoring of his i1l
nature.  “*Youn have a sturdy pair of
arms of your own, nnd a little trimming
here and a little trimming there would
have given quite o different appearance
to this undergrowth, A gentloman usa-
ally takes pride in his place. "'

“*Yes, when it's all his. This belongs
to my sisters ns much as tome. What's
the uso of wmy bothering mysclf about
ity

Tho man was so sclfish he did not
even seem to realize the extent of the
exhibition ho made of it Indeed ho
seemed to tuke pride in what ho proh-
ably called his independence, T began
to feel the most intenso aversion for
him, and only with the greatest diffieul-
ty could prolong this conversation un-
movid.

1 should think," ssid I, **that it
would be o plensare for you to give
thut much pssistance to your sisters,
They do not secis to by spuring in their
attempts to please you, "

Ho snapped his fingers, and I was
afraid o dog or two would come leaping
arvund the corner of the house,  Bur i
was only his way of expressing disdain

**(ih, the girls are well enoogh, ' ho
growbled, “'but they will stick o the
place,  Lauecotta might have married o
half dozen times, and one time 1
thought she was going to, but she turn-
ed straight around and sent him of,
and  that made we wad - beyond every -
thing,. Why should ghe hang herself on
to e like n bur when there are other
folks willing to take on the burden?'’

It was the most pulpable display of
egotisin I had ever seon and one of the
most revolting. 1 was so disgusted by
it that I spoke up without any too much
caution

“Porhaps ghe thioks she can be ases
ful to yvou," 1 said. "I have known sis
ters give up thelr own l.hllilll!].\'hh UL F
bettier grounds '

“*Useful?'" he sneered. **It's a useful
ness 4 man liko moe can dispense with
Do yon know what I wouald like?

Weo were standing in one of the tan.
¢led vathwavs with our faces turued to-

close,

which was not likely to be of the |
siimplest charactor if Locetta's Kocn wits |

| was oven of

born, That was why 1 spalie of her, and
I think it very nuturnl myself, "’

Ho soomod to foel ashomeds e ermme
Bledd omt somme sort of apology and ookl
about quite helplessly, possibly for the
doge he manifestly was in the habit of
having forover at his hoels. T tonke add
vantage of this look to sinooth my own
ruflied features

Sl was @
miarked om the

bemntiful givl,” 1 1o
prineiple that, the e
onee biroken, it is ot best too Nesitata
about Jumping ine U Was yonr tather
e by handsorne for o man?"’

My futher—yes, Tets talle
Howasa gudge ot horses,
Lo dbdend, tharo were
stablo nat to he boat this sidood
Dt thoso devils of exoeators s

S Y RITE Y
b wins, When
thred apdeees in tha

A bany,
il thiean,

and I—well, you ol acchones o test
thi -|||-Hl of olil Dess I\n-l-l'du\'. Yion
woren't afradd of being thrown out, 1

take it Cireat Seott, to think of o man
of my tastes owning no other borse than
that!

“You have not answored my
tion,"" I sogeosted, tarnming hime aboot
and moving toward e gate

SOh, abont the way my father looked!
What does that matter?  Ho was haned-
some though. Folkssay that L get what-
ever good looks T have from him. Hao
wis big—Dbiceer than I am, and while
he hat did you make o fellow
talk for?"”

Idon't know why 1 did, but I was
certainly nstonished at the result. This
great, inge lump of solfish clay had ae-
tunlly shown feeling and was ashamdd
of it, like the lout he was.

“Yoestorday, " eaid I,
change the subject,
goetting in through that  gate we are
pointing  for.  Counldn’t you Lift i
steaight with just o little offort?"”

e paused, looked at me to soo 4F 1
waore in carnest, then took o dogged step
toward the gate I was still ancieating
with iy resolute right hand, but before

Ques

anxious tn

L could ronel it e saw somethiing an |

that deserted and ominous highway

which wde lome staet an sudden sar
prise,
“Why, Trohm,' he eried, *fis that

you? Well, at's nn age sinee I have soon
you turn that corner on a visit to us "’

YSome time, cortadnly, ' answoered @
hearty anid pleasant voiee, and hoefore 1
could guite drop tho look of minglod
severity with which I was endenvoring
to shame this young man into some de
cent show of interest in this place and
assmine the more becoming aspect of o
lady canght unawares at un early morn-
ing hour plucking flowers from s stunt-
od syringn s gentleman stepped into
sight on the other gide of the fencs with
8 look and a bow 80 genial and  devaoid
of mystery that I experienced for the
first time since entering the gloomy pre-
cinets of this town ncomplete sonsation
of pleasure,

**Miss Butterworth,'' explained Mr
Knollys with a somewhat foreed gesturo
in my direction. A guest of my sis-
ter's,"" ho woent on and  looked as if he
hoped T wonld retire, though he made
no motion to weleome Mr, Trohm in,
but rather leaned @ livtle conspicususly
on the gate as if anxious to show that he
had no idea that the other’s intention
woent any further than the passing of o
few neighborly comments at the gate

I like to plesse the young even when
they are no more agrecable than tis
host of mine, anpd if the gentleman who
had just shown himself bad been equal-
Iy immature I wonld certuinly have left
them to have their talk out undisturb
ed, but he was not. He was older; ho
sufliciemt years for the
judgment to have been tharoughly ma-
turcd and  his every faculty developeed.
I thercfore could not sce why my so
clety would be eonsidersd nn invrasion
by bim, so I waited and was tho recipn
ent of s nexr sentence,

“1 am happy. " said he, ““to have the
pleasure of o personal introdoetion to
Miss Butterworth, I did not expect it
The surprise 15 all the more agreoable
I ouly wnticipated being  allowed 1o
lenve this puckage and  letter with the
maid, They are addressed to you, mud
g, and wore lefr at my boose by s
Cinkoe,

I conld not hide my astonishment

“1 live dn the next bouse below, '
gaid he, “"The boy who bronghit these
from the postotice—you  se they are

repisteridd madl wetter, ads—was o
stupid lad, and 1 eopuld not induce him
L0 Cotne uny farther up the road, | h'!lu-
you will excuss the prosent messenger
and believe there has been no delay, '

I bowed with what mast bave seem
ed an abstracted politeness. The letter
was fromm New York, and, as I strongly

“1 had difficulty in

Deome in time?

was woell acqguaimted wath the teadition
of the hivwe
el whot had happenod hore

cothat s o adonie show

This beaving shoswesd an instant relief

e ghd, M sad hey ot yon s
well intorped, 1 owns afvid ' here hoe
eart oot ber vory soemngze glonee nl €Wl
Phan—""fhat vonur young fricaeds huire
bl Beves shironde, fevmn some sonsie of
e bieaey, frome telling you wleie wight
Fraghiten tost gaeses Tronn o lone v rood
Pl thos b oconmplingent yon wpon theie
tlionghiniulness '

Willien boowed s i the worils of tla
other  eonrtaitteel e ot hier sugegcositioon |
than that  swhich was oponly e mt
Was | valull, v was o I Lok vt
titnee b Thooedi BN can et (R L A T
My ot for o at this toment o

el ory o Dbl s,

ligghit fignre appeeard
us with pvery oidientom of exeitopnnt

AT e Ma el
e appedrainny oF vt respeat, T voure
sistor, Mro Knollys L bl begrer Tu
mnking en, Coood vormange, Mis= Bt
worth, 1o sorey thid ciredistanes
s to b 1t imgpossiblo Tor e 1o
offir you civilitios which vy
mieht rensom I.! Iy expesct from &0 near
neiphbor. Miss Loectta el
swaords' points over o ter apeon which
I still ihsist shaeis to bloane. See how
shocked sheo1s to seo e oven standang
at her pate, ™

s et 'S

runnng towatl

with

Showked! 1 should rather have h-‘lit|1

terrifhinl, Nothing but fear—her ald
fear nggravated to n point that made all
attempt at conecealment  dmpossilile—
could nocount for her whinte, drawn fon
turcs and trembling forme She Tooked
us if her whols thought was, ** Have 1

S Whir—what
homor of this virit?"* she askod, moving
up hoside Willtan as if she would add
hor glight frameto his bulloy one to keep
this introder out,

d that apeod ] adornn yon, B End
the other with o =hght tone of dntontion
i his Jeind ared mellonw v 1 was
ruther unex pected by intrusted this morn
g with o Iotter for yvour
pucst here, and I hoave merely come to
deliver it "'

Hor look of astonishmaoent passing from
him to me, 1 thrust my bamwd inta oy
pocket and drew the letter out which 1
T Just rocedved,

“From home, " gad Twithout proper
Iy considering that this was in some
niensure an untruth

“OL ! she murmuored as if bot half
comvineed, **Willinm could have gone
forit, " shoadded, still eying Mr. Trohm
with a pitiful anxiety.

“1was only too happy, ' said the
other with a low and roassuring bow,
Then, as if he saw that her distress
woulil only be relioved by his depar
ture, he raised his hat and stepped back
inta the open highway. I will not in-
trudo again, Miss Knollys, "' were his
parting words,  “If you want anything
of Obadiah Trobim, you know whers to
find hime  His doors will always be
open to you. '

Lueettn, with o start, laid
on her brother's arm as if to restrain
the words she saw slowly luboring to
his lips, and leaning  breathlessly for
wird watched the tine figure of ths per
foct country gentleman till it had with
drawn quite out of sight, Then she tarn
vid, and with o quick sbandonment of
ull self control, erivd out with » pitiful
gosture toward her brother, 1 thought
all was over; 1 feared he mneant to cone
into the houso, 7 and £o1l stark aud soctn-
ingly lifeless at our foot

Tir 1 L Gutinuul Noxt Wenk
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HEAD-END COLLISION.

Pussouger and Freight Collide in Arling-

tou Yards Yesterday Alleraoon,

From Moniday's Dally

A head-and collision oceursd on the
Elkhorn yvesterday afternoon ut about
o'clock in the switehing yards ut Ar
lington, between ths onst bound  pas-
senges, No. 10, and a train of
empty stock

Fpeciid
OIS

The collision tovk place sbout half
mile wist of the depot where the

mukes n sharp curve,  The freight  was
mostly on the siding. but the engine and
one car remaiped on the wain track

When the

the aupinesr

passcuger rounded the curve
aught outo the situation
and put on the wir and reversed the en
gine, but the velocity wias 59 great  that
the train didu't stop uptil it struck
the freight

Both engine crows jumped and es

ment sk
niw foord drinlk.

T NEws' Jun
pliste i overy partiealar

vour procer fon

AT

Cirnmin G,
oyl 250 et s
trial. A

wotderful amount of yood
drgensts
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For a summer cough,

Or a winter cough;
For a night cough,
Or a slight cough,

Or a cough which

“hangs on,”

Cherry Pecloral

The Br .ldl’]Ll'l Iﬂgul itar Co.

field's Pemale Requlator, cvery

wotnan otight to pive it a
Lg% bottle will do a
f\-l!\i !)\'

sttt i

MITEE ¥ Wiy aret Feee bk on 4

, Atlanta, Ga.

Frazer Axle Grease

I][mﬂ THE OLD RE[IA[][[

e 4;,..-

G
o etV g

Not aﬂcctud by Heat or Cold.
ilighest Awards at Centennlal
Paris and World's Fair.

Manubictured ERAZER LUBRICATOR (0.,

Factorion: Choiago, SL Louls, New York

WIS e lisine

ALWAYS USE

has procurcid us the

PURE !

COCOA

A full line
Fruit Trees

TREES AND PLANTS!

nf Best Varleties n1 Hard Times Prices. Small
frodt in bargo supply . Millloos of Strmwhorry
platite, vory thrifty nod well rooted, ot tie

and wave froight or sxpros,

e For g Lt Lo

North Bend Nurseries,

North Bend, ¥ wdge County , Neh

HEALTHFUL !!

0. B,
CURES

t'vum

cum

Free Reclining Chair Cars on all Trains
QUICK SERVICE.
CLOSE CONNECTIONS.

v ’ |
HUMPHREYS WO DAILY FAST THAINS EACIHT WAY

VETERINARY SPECIFICS

t.:lu.u»:’;lpgvgns, Lung Fever, Milk Fever,
}BPRAING, Lamences, Hbounsties,
. C, ; EPI1ZO0TIC, Distemper.
}:Lul;,l WORMH, Bots, Grubs,
E‘;&[cm‘mm. Colds, snfluepza.

gﬁul;}uol.ur. Hellyache, Diarrbea,

G.G. Prevents MIRCARHIAGE,
II H.

I MANGE, Bkin Discases.

.Ih«!l- tne Co., Caor. Willlam

{n,\ D CONDITION, Riaring Coat,

@i eanh; Brablo Case, Ton Bpecifies, Book, &o., §7,
At drugict e or sont prepadil on reol L Of price,
llumphru)-
Bta,, Now York

VETERINALY MaNUAL Hewr F

her hand |

and Prostration
work or other causes
Humphﬂ-yu Home npml.m “:‘.pm--rlq
No. £H, in usa over 40 yeum, tho anly
suscessful romody.
$1 per vial,or 8 vials and largevial powder for §5
Hald by Drogetste, or ssul post-pald oo recelps of gl

BUMFUKEYS MED, COyy Cary Willlams b Jokss B, Sow York

VITAL WEAKNESS

from Ovcn——

phumphilats, ete

Jo O PHILLIPPIL,

HETWEKN

...OMAHA....

AND

Atchison, Kansas City
and St. Louis,

| With direct conneections to all ."':llulh]
l HKIDNEY & BLADDER MBORDERS, |

ero and Eastern points

Unexecollod time anid snecommodations

wo the

| Famous Hot Saorines of Arkansas.
NERVOUS DEBILITY,

BE SURE TO SECURE TICKETS VIA
THIS LINE,

For more complots information, deseriptive

ndd ross
W. . BARNES,
A G, Foand AL, T.P.A
Houthoset Cor. 14th and Dougles Sts.

OMAHA, NEHHASKA

FALL TERM tipnns Mion

students with places Lo

reqalred 1o

wiy mlsowhers

Iny morning
work fot bowrd !

mept. 3

Work for Board—We furnish all

van sitend this college for half the money

sond us 25 nuwes and addrossos of young people inte r- ~stedd in

1WA

business education and et aur Colleg vrkly oue yenr fros ur pew eatalog free 1o
Boy v Address, HOHRBOLGH BROS,, Omaha, Neb,
%2 % 2 % % %Y V9999 % HH LR TVVVYS

H. C. TRUMAN,

LL PAPER!

From 1oc a Double Roll up.
Window Shades Room Mouldines! Paints: Oils Glass

104 N. 4th 5t

Brushes, Etc., Etc.

Painting, Paper Hanging, and Decorative Work at Falr Prices.
mmmmmﬁt‘




