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: py the Governor.

To m or NEBrasEA:—The
President of the United States has des-
ignated Thursdiy, the 80th day of the
present month, as a day of thanksgiv-
ing and praise to Almighty God for his
countless blessings bestowed upon the
people of the American republic during
tho first centary of its existence. It
may not be out of place for the under-
signed to supplement the same to the
people of Nebraska, for both the nation
and the state have nnlimited canse for
gratitude to Him who controls the af-
fairs of men aud nations for having en-
sbled them to reach their present ex-
alted position in the career of human
progress and emlightened civilization.

The 30th day of April will be forever
memorable, for it is the rounding ount of
the first century the nation has lived.
It commemorates the year, the day and
the hour when George Washington was

inangurated as the first President of the
United States. We might almost

t
it in the language of the song, ‘“Hail
Mighty Day.” The inauguration of the
first Predident was destined to exert a
potential influence upon human affairs
whioh was beyond the power of human
foresight to measure. The infant nation
was 2amerging {rom struggling weakness
to take a place upon the map of nations,
and it has now, in the limit of one hun-
dred years, become a great power, stand-
ing in the front rank among the nations.
Burely there is the most abundant reason
for thankfulness and bhomage to Him
who doeth all things well.

The peopie of Nebraska have special
cause for gratitude to our heavenly
father for the rich blessings he has con-
ferred upon ns. Starting from the day
of small things, Nebraska, then a
feeble terntog, has grown to be a great
commonwealth, a prond member of the
American upion. On the day named
let us render our tributes of homage
and praise to the Most High. Let all
the people rejoice and be glad.

The dawn of the centenninl morn’
should be ushered in with the booming
of cannon and the ringing of bells—let
the ssth;ré snd siripes float from every

1 respectfunlly but earnestly invite the
people of all creeds and faiths, Chris-
tians and Hebrews, Protestants and
Catholies, native and foreign, white and
colored, to assemble in their accus-
tomed places of publiec worship and of-
fer up their adoration and songs of
Eaise to His holy name, and invoke

1is blessings upon this people and na-
tion during the coming century. I in-
vite the ministers of our holy religion
to discourse st that time upon matters
relating to the historic event we should
that day commemorate.

At high noon let the bells again peal
out Joym sounds, reminding all that
m t:;u:ntnry has ended and another

We believe in the supreme ruler of
the universe, and that his guiding hand
has led ue as & nation. It is, therefore
becoming in us to manifest to the world
our full recognition of this convietion.

Let the day be given to God, to
country, and public praise and re-
joicing, and let all join 1n the glad ac-
claim of ““Glory to God and the High-
est” for the triumph in this land of free-
dom, righteousness and peace.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
set my and caused to be affixed
the great of the state of Nebraska,

Jorx M, THAYERR.
By the Governor:
G. L. Laws, Becretary of State.

GENERAL STATE NOTES.

— {33 Meth>.ist people of Bidney
linve commenced the erection of a par-
sopage for their pastor.

—Grant is to have a $12,000 hotel, to
be built by an eastern man.

—Johnnie Maloney, of Omaha, a7-

year-old lad, was ron over by the cars
ttae_other day, his body being cut in
ain,

—J. C. McBride has been appointed
# member of the fish commission b
Gov. Thayer and will enter upon his
duties at once,

—The Niobraras Pioneer says thats
large number of emigrants will camp at
that town and rent farms during the
season, 8o as o be ready for the open-
ing of the Bioux reservation.

—Pat Shiel was convicied at Fairbury
+ of murder in the second decree for the
Ylling of Samuel Atkinson last Octo-
ber. e jury balloted three times
and were out but a few minutes.

—A man answering the description of
William Shiner, a horse thief, from
MecArthar Junction, O., was arrested at
Clarks last week.

—Since the publiec whipping of
tramps at Fairbury, but few of them
have put in an appearance.

—Admirers of Buffalo Bill at North
Platte presented him with a silver bit

commence at onoe,
| —The dwelling house of Frank Cras-|

—Gresham citizens have decided to
build » $2,500 school houss, work to

til in the northern part of Schuyler was
destroyed by fire last week.

& 8son at home alone. obtain-
some matchies and set the house on
fire. A small portion of the houselhold
furniture was saved.

—The Methodist people at Rushville
gave their pastor a birthday dinner, the
main object of which was to rnise mon
to pnrchase a carringe horse for him,
Proceeds nearly $100. :

are asked to contribute $300 for ex-
m}nm of a .countf exhibit at the state

, congigting of ond carload of the
products and resources of Sheridan
county.

—A Lincoln dispatch says that the

some the epizootie, shows no signs of
letting up yet. Up to the present time
no deaths have oeenrred, but many of
the street ear Liorses have been laid off.
In the stable of the Lincoln street rail-
way company eighteen horses are down
with the disease,

—Patrick Egan, the newly appointed
minister to Chili, will soon leave for his
Est of duty. His family will remain in
ncoln.

—-The Union Pacific company dis-
charged fifty-four of their shop em-
ployes at North Platte yesterday be-
cause of Iack of work.

—Governor Thayer and his state wvis-
iting board went to Grand Island last
week to continne the investigation of
the charges against Commandant Ham-
mond, of the soldiers’ and sailors’
home.

—(George Johnston, of Grand Island,
raised a check from six to sixty dollars
and got the money at the bank, but a few
hours afterward was nabbed and now
bids fair to spend a term in the pen.

—Miss Beechler, on trial at Omaha
for the murder of Henry W, King some
months ago, was acquitted, the jury be-
ing out but ten minutes.

—Rev. Oampbell has resigned as the
pastor of the M. E. church of Milford,
zoing to Indianapolis to aceept a luora-
tive position with a publishing house,

—The net receipts for the BSouth
Omaha postofiice for the year ended
March 31, were $12,881.90.

—Fremont has anthorized the issuance
of $35,000 in bonds for a new high
school building by a big majority.

—Three men have been sent out on
the road in the interests of the West
Lincoln packers. They are after the
hogs of the south Platte county and are
bound to have them.

—The county commissinners ot Lan-
caster connty expect to have the new
court honse ready for the carpets by
SBeptember,

—The real estate of the Hebron school
district, says the Journal, has been sold.
The building of the $20,000school house
rendered the occupancy unnecessary.

—The Herald says there is but one

patriot in Juniata who does not want
the postoffice.
—A lodge of the Knights of Pythias
has been organized at Fullerton.
—Filings of entries are coming in
rapidly at the Sidney land office and
the officials have their hands full.
—Knud Nelson, a well-known citizen

of Omaha, fell into a eistern and was
drowned last week. He was 57 years
old and guite wealthy.

—A Knights of Pythias lodge has
been organized at St, Paul with twenty
charter members,

—The Edgar Building and Loan asso-
ciation of Edgar. Clay county, has filed
articles of incsy oration with the secre-
tary 3% atate. ‘Whe capital is $500, 000.

—Work on the new Christian univer-
sity is progressing rapidly and the edu-
cational board of that ehurch intend to
have the institution in running order
by next fall.

—Gen. Edward Hatch, commandant
at Fort Robinson, died on the 11th
from injuries received by him by being
thrown from a vehicle while out riding.

Y | Besides the compound fracture of the

left lez, the general received internal
injuries which, however, it was thonght,
were not of a necessarily fatal nature,
and every confidence was felt by both
himself and his physician in ultimate
recovery. He grew suddenly worse,
however, and expired very unexpect-
edly.

—In the district court et Fairbury
Patrick H. Shiel, the Dakin murderer,
was sentenced to the penitentiary for
ten years. The jury returned a verdict
against Shiel of murder in the second
degree. Joseph Smith was sent to the
penitentiary for six months for selling
mortgaged property.

—Mrs. John Lawson, the wife of a
farmer living near Riverton, died at the

Lincoln insane hospital last week. Two
weeks ago she was frizhtened out of her
reason by a prairie fire, and was only
brought to the institution the day be-

totall
Or-tﬁ'nnd his wife were away, leaving’

—The citizens of Sheridan county

equine epidemie in that city, called by

snicided by hanging.

mates that he will resign the viceroyship
of Treland in order to attend to his pri-

=Y

+~The day for the opening of bids for
grading and building the two lines of
the Union Pacific rond, the Cheyenne
Northern and the Carbon lines, were
opened in aha a day or twe sago.
About twenty bidders were present, but
when the Lhour came for examining the
'hi(':slit was :l;’nonlt:ﬁed that tébﬁ ]wl(;:gd
nok be opened, as the pro n
indefinitely postponed. g

—-At the recent meeling of the di-
rectory of the First Baptist church of
Beatrice Rev. T. 8, Leonard, of Hast-

8y | ings, Minn., was called to the pastorate

of that church and has accepted the eall.
He has preached twice at the church
and at once won the highest encominms
of the congregation as a clear, forecible
and able ﬂpufl . He comes to Beat-
rice highly recommended as one of the
leading ministers of the Baptist denom-
ination of Minnesota.

TENDERFEET MUST ABIDE THEIR TIME.

Feteran Boomers Feel that Thirey are Entitled
to First Chance.

A telegram from OkXklahoma City,
Oklalioma, says: The determination of
the Oklahoma boomers seems to grow
greafer as the time draws near for open-
ing the coveted lands to settlement, and
the United States troops are kept busy
patrolling the country and ejecting im-
patient squatters who are unwilling to
wait for the opening day, April 22. Men
are rushing in here with the same avid-
ity that they rush into the booming
mining eamp, and everybody seems
afraid that somebody else will get hold
of a better gnarter-section than he will
be able to get if he waits. They are
kept moving on, however, and are not
permitted to piteh their tents and camp.
But the opposition only seems to in-
crense their anxiety, and serious trouble
ie apprehended in conseqnence.

Thounsands of homesteaders ure camp-
ing along the line in Kansas, ready to
rush into Oklahoma at daylizht on the
22d, and unless there is a large force of
United States troops and deputy mar-
shals at hand to preserve order the

matter.
have been huugering for Oklahoma for
the past five years, and braved the hard-
ships of Captain Payne’s campaign, feel
that they are entitled to first choice of
lands, and many assert that they will
havo the land formerly located, atall
hazards. They have selected and watch-
ed their claims for years, and now, fear-
ing that the new comers may get the
best of them, they have become desper-
ate. They hold their meetings in the
various camps and seem to have decided
on a plan of action, but just what course
they intend to pursue is not known out-
side of their gang. It has been rumor-
ed here that these men have banded
together and intend burning the bridges
and trestles on the Santa Fe railroad on
the night before the opening day, in
order to obstruet the influx of home-
steaders, until they can make perfect
their claim to the land they desire.

A notice to this effect was sent by un-
known parties to the Santa Fe agent,
and a force of detectives are said to
have been brought here by the railroad,
and to hold themselves in readiness to
prevent damage to the company’s pro-
perty, and every possible precaution is
being taken. But the boomers say they
do mot propose to jeopardize their
chances by allowing a flood of tender-
foots to drop in on the land they have
selected.’ They look upon these lands
as their rights which they say they will
foreibly maintain.

There are already about twice as
many people on the borders as can be
accommodated with homesteadsin Okla-
homa, and more are arriving every day.
They are living in tents, dug-outs,
wagons and every kind of shelter, and
some are camping out in the open sair.
Many of these people represent colonies
from Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas, Mis-
souri, and various other states. These
colonies are said to number from twenty
to 500 persons each, and it looks like all
the world wants to settle in Oklahoma.
The Santa Fe road is preparing for the
opening day rush and every available
car on its entire system is to be put in
readiness for use on the 22d. Many
who can afford it are engaging pri®ate

up a nandsome bonus for the purpose of
binding the confract.

CONDENSED NEWS BY THE WIRE.
Chevreul, the distinguished French
chemist, died in Paris on the 9th.

Lord Cecil, son of the Marquis of
Exeter, has been declared bankrupt.

Dr. Von Lau, physician to the late
Emperor William of Germany, is dead.
Wm Krulisch, aged 16, being tried
for murder in New York, was acquitted.

The Louisville Bridge and Iron com-
ny’s machine shops were Dburned.
ss, $91,000.

R. F. Scher, bookkeeper of the First
National bank of Evanswille, Indians,

The Marqguis of Londonderry inti-

vate affairs.

Senator Farwell has recommended
Colonel James J. Sexton to the presi-

. L : - s I.. I-- m‘ | :

AN EXCITING SCENE IN A COURT ROOM.

A Jury of Tweloa Good Ben and True De-
olare Miss Rlechler not Guilty.

Omaha dispsteh: The trial of Eliza-

this city to-day by the acquittal of the
defendant, the jury being out not over
ten minutes. When the jury filed into
the court room the olerk said: ‘““Gentle-
men, have you agreed upon a verdict?”
““We have,” responded the foréman.
The doeument was handed fo the

| elerk, who read it aloud. It was of the
! formmlary order for such cases provided

and concluded with the words, ‘“we
find the defendant not guilty.” These
words were shot forth with emphasis,
and in an instant, like the firing of a
mine, the court room was in a confu-
sion. The pent-up feeling of a thon-
sand sympathizers broke forth in one
long, loud scream and cheer. Men and
women sprang fo their feet. Handker-
chiefs were waved. Hats were thrown
in the air. Strong men threw them-
selves into each other's arms and hun-
dreds of women shed tears of joy.
Radiant ecountences everywhere bespoke
the feeling of satisfaction which the ver-
dict oceasioned.

Neither Judze Groff nor the officers
of the court aitempted to restrain the
demonstration of approval. At length,
however, it subdued, and Clerk Moores
polled the jury, and the verdict be-
came a solid fact. Just as the clerk be-
gan to read the finding, General Cowin
extended his left arm around the shoul-
ders of the prisoner. The latter’s face
was partially obsenred by her handker-
chief but the part disclosed was more than
usnally pale. When the last cheering
words were read, the prisoner's head
fell upon the general’s shoulder, as if
overcome by the announcement. The
face turned ghasily pale, but the in-
stant beeame suffused with a deep red
glow, as if the blood of her body were
seeking lodgment there. And then the
tears began to fall. They fell fast and
copionely. General owin smiled,
looked happy, whispered a few words to

the prisoner, shook hands and congrat-
ulated her: Judge Baldwin emmulated

fizht for spoils may Lecome a serious|the example of the leading counecil.
Many veteran boomers who .

“Will yon please make a formal order
of dismissal?” asked the general of the
conrt.

The judze complied with the request
and Lizzie Biechler passed out of the
hands of the authorities into the free-
dom of every day life.

The court expressed himself as pleased
with the verdict. The defendant was
overwhelmed with congratulations, and
was again escorted to the judge’s room,
where she remained closeted some time
with her eounsel.

““T'his is the greatest siece that 1 have
ever undergone,” said Jadge Groff,
privately, after he had given his in-
sttuctions to the jury, and had emerged
from the seat of justice, which he has
constantly oeenpied during the seven
days’ trial of Miss Biechler.
have been on the judicial bench for this

of eurious people as on this oceasion.

poor woman who had shot a man, and
to hear what the attorneys would say
for and against her. I am nearly worn
out, and trnst I will never have a simi-
lar case. 'The prosecution has done

conducted.” After acqnittal the accused
held a short levee receiving the con-
eratulations of friends. The men shook
hands with her and the women kissed
her. An aged ecolored lady fairly lifted
her from the floor, and shonted, *““God
bless you, my child.” Miss Biechler
will return at onee to her home in
Cleveland.

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATIONS.

Awthori'y of Gov. Rusk.

bulletin No. 1, abont the asrienltural
experiment stations of the department
of agriculture,
copies of which were furnished to the
press to-night, contains a great deal of

cars for their colonies and are putting

information relating to the history and
prospects of the agricultural experiment

(stations, wlieh are now condneting

scientific and practical experiments
on soils, manures, toillnge, erops, stoak
feeding, dairying hortienlture, ete., in
the different states. Such institutions
for scientific investization in behalf of
agriculture have been long in opera-
tion in Enrope. The first one in this
country was bezun in Conneecticut,

Wesleyan university, fourteen years
8go. Other states followed the ex-
ample and, in 1887, eongress espoused
the enterprise and appropriated 815,000
per annum for each state and territory
for the purpose. T'he enterprise has en-
listed in its support the Dbest univer-
sities and colleges and the ablest inves-
tigators of the country, as well as a
great army of practical farmers, to
whom it has already bronght substan-
tial benefits. All the states and one
territory (Dakota) now have agricul-
tural experiment stations. Several
states have two. Louisiana las three.
The total number now in operation is
forty-six, or counting branch stations,
nearly sixty. They employ more than
870 secientists and agriculturisis and re-

beth Biechler for the murder of Harry,
W. King, lasting seven days, ended in’

“Since I
district I have never seen such crowds

They were eager and anxious to see a

eredit to itself, and the defense was ably

The First Document Published Under the

Washington dispatch: 'The first docu-
ment published under the anthority of
Gov. Rusk, secretary of agriculture, is

This pamphlet, advanee

¢ ) | & reckless,
in the echemical Iaboratory of the |

THE OKLAHOMA LANDS.

Some Letters of Tntevest to Persons Contem-
plating Settlement.
Washington dispateh: The commis-

sioner general of the land office made

public to-day several letters as being of
general interest to persons econtem-
plating settlement in Oklahoma. Com-
missioner Stockslager, in replying to a
letter from O. M. Wilson, at Arkansas
City, Kan., says in part:

“Ihave to state that the lands in
question are to be disposed of to actual
settlers under the homestead laws only.
A party desiring to become an sctual
settler nuder the homestead laws, may
initiate his claim by entry at a district
land office after properly examining and
selecting the land desired, in which case
he is allowed six months from date of
entry in which to establish his actual
residence on the land; or, if he so eleet,
he may initiate his claim by actnal set-
tlement on the land, which must consisé
of some act or ncts connecting himself
with the parsienlar tract elaimed, said
act or acts to be equivalent to announce-
ment of such intention and from whieh
the public generally may haye notice of
his eclaims. Therefore he is allowed
three months within which to make his
claim of record by entry in the district
Innd office.

Another letter to Senator Ingalls from
Fommiss_' ner. Stockslagzer, is fal-
ows: *“I havéshad the honor to Pecei
by reference from you, and herewith
return a letter addressed to yom by G.
T. Sommers, dated Oklahoma Station,
Indian Territory, on the 20th ultimo.
In reply I have to state that the act of
Mareh 2, 1889, to whichh Sommers refers
provides, as he states, that no one shall
be permitted to enter or aequire any
right to any of the Oklahoma lands,
to be disposed of thereunder, who
violates its provisions by entering
upon and ocenpying the same prior
to 12 o'clock, noon, April 22, the date
fixed in the president’s proclamation of
March 23 for said lands to become open
for settlement. The statute makes no
exception to this provision. I am in-
clined to think, however, that when a
person was already within these lands
at the date of approval of the aet by
anthority, his presence there should not
be regarded as a violation of this pro-
vision of act. The primary jurisdietion
to act upon application to enter rests
with distriet land offices, and Sommers
may present his application for entry to
them, with proper proof of hLis allega-
tion. Should they refuse to permit
entry, he may appeal from this action.”

Commissioner Stockslager fo-day ex-
pressed the opinion that 100,000 per-
sons wonld enter Oklahoma within a
month after April 22. For these 100,-
000 people there are only abont 10,-
000 homesteads. The inevitable re-
sult of this tremendous influx, the com-
missioner thought, would be a great
mary contests and personal conflicts.
A further result, he feared, would be
the spreading of this immense surplus
over the adjoining Indian lands, from
which it wonld be diffienlt to dislodge
them withont much trouble and possibly
some bloodshed. If the commission
appointed to treat with the Cherokees
for n cession of the Cherokee outlet
could complete their labors within the
next few months, so that the new tract
might be open to settlement before
congress again meets, this might, and
vrobably wonld, relieve the pressure.
Otherwise he feared that matters wonld
become complieated and equilibrinm be
restored with difficulty.

THE LATE PHILIP H. SHERIDAN.

Memorial Exercises by the New ¥ork Legis-
lature,

Albany (N. Y.) dispateh: Memorial
exercises were held by the legislature
for the late General Phillip H. Sheri-
dan at the academy of music to-night.
General Martin McMahon presided.
Bishop MeNiery opened the excrcises
with prayer, and then followed an ad-
dress by General Wagner Swayne, ora-
tor of the evening.

General Swayne reviewed Sheridan’s
eareer from the time he enlisted as first
lientenant of infantry at Yamhill, Ore.,
until the war. His condnet as a soldier
was brave, gallant and skillful, and pro-
mofions eame rapidly. Natnre had
given Lim the qualities essential to a
selfish excellence. He added to them
such as to win affection and command
respect. The personal ascendancy re-
sulting, made his whole command only
himself enlarged, and where he willed
it went with all his will and did what in
their place he would have done.
The impression that he was simply
impetuous soldier was
a  mistake. As  General Pope
said of him, “In all his life he did not
do any important act withont earefnl
consideration beforehand. Neither in
civil administration, in time of profound
pence, nor in the roar and fury of hattle
did he ever nct except on well defined
lines and eclearly conceived purposes.
The voice of the people is, Grant, Sher-
man. Sheridan. It is the voice of the
people, and it is enongh.”

At the conclusion of General Swayne'’s
address there were calls for General
Sherman, who rose to respond. Gen-
eral Curtis introdueed him with the re-
mark, ‘“T'he greatest living general of
the world stands before you.” General
Sherman spoke feelingly of his associa-
tions with General Sheridan,savine that
only a few of his comrades were left to

LOST IS LIFE FOR A GOOSE.

How Postmaster Henry Herwig Met Dealh
in the Missouri River Waves.

Bioux City (Ta.) special: The death
City, Neb., who was drowned in the

place, night before last, brief mention
of which was telegraphed the Herald at
that fime, was a particularly sad one.
The deceased came to Dakota county

ago, and for four years has been a mem-

Stinson & Herweg, and was widely
known and genernlly respected. He

wife's grief being heightened by the
fact that the body of her loved one is

still in the cold embrace of the treach-
erous river with little prospeet of find-
ing it, at least until it lhas been by the
action of the water transformed into a
hideous mass which loving eyes cannot
be permitted to look upon. The story
of his death is told as follows by M. O,
Ayres, who was with the unfortunate
man.

“Mr. Herwez, Will Dibble and my-
self went over to the sandbar, two miles
sonth of Dakota City, and about three
miles south of Sergeant Bluffs, on the
Ig)wn shore, to have a hunt, taking my
I'oat, which 1s a copper one, with an air
chamber in it. We got safely to the
bar, which is entirely surrounded by
water, late in the afternoon and pre-
pared for the evening’s sport. About
6 o'clock Herwez shot a goose, which
fell into the water, and wanted to go
and et it, bnt ns the water was rouch I
told him it wonld not pay for his trouble
he Leing inexperienced in handling the
boat and unable to swim. He again ex-
pressed a desire to secare the bLird, but
I insisted on his not going and left him,
supposing that he would not undertake
it. My attention was next ealled to the
place where I had left him by Dibble
calling to “come anick,” and looking
around I saw Herwer about fonr rods
from the shore with the boat bettom
side up. ‘I'he water all alonz the bar
wag very deep. On rnnningz to the
bank Herweg said: “‘Min, help me.”
I told him to get on the outside of the
boat and kick to the shore, and finally
persnaded him to do so. At this time
he was abont 200 yards from the bank,
and I asked him if he conld swim, and
lie answered in the negative, and asked
me to come ont and get lim. I took
off my elothes and jumped into the
water, but after going about twenty
vards found myself almost powerless
from the intense eoldness of the wind
nn'l water and was hardly able to return
to the shore. He was still elinging to
the boat, and I continually kept talking
to him and advising. him what to do, but
he, losing all self-control, could not fol-
low my adviee. I followed Lhim and the
boat down the river about a mile, until
the sand bar came to an end. When he
was about 300 yards from the point of
the bar he seemed to either lose his
hold or from sheer exhaustion let go
and was te:n no more. We then re-
turned to where our clothes were and,
dressing, songht assistance from the
residents of the bar, who took us to Ser-
ceant Blufls, where we immediately
sent ont conriers and men with boats to
search for the body. but to no avail.”

Herwiz was 31 y:ars of age, 5 feet 8
inches tall and weigned 150 pounds. At
the time of his death he had on dark
pants, brown felt shirt, brown vest, light
sgersucker coat and hip boots.

THE LOS3 OF LIFE IS NOT GREAT,

But Territle Destruction Has Been Wronght
in the Matter of Property.

Sioux City Special: Reports from the
great fire that swept over Sonth Dakota
during the past week continue to come
in, and it is not likely that all the losses
will be known for several days yet.
While the loss of life is not one-tenth
what it was in the great blizzard of Jan-
uary 12, 1888, the damage to property
will be very much greater, and from
late reports it is thoueht the first esti.
mate of $2,000,000 will not cover the
loss. Families lost barns, stock and
seed grain while saving their homes,
better protection having been provided
for houses than for barns and sheds,
whizh were usually some distance away
and mostly of long prairie hay, with
which sides and roof were thatched.
Sparks earried by the enle hundreds of
yards eaught in the hay and the whole
mass wonld be ablaze in an instant, with
no possibility of staying the flames,
fanned by the wind that amounted to a
hurricane. While the loss of stoeck and
farm buildings is great, the zreatest loss
at this time comes from the loss of seed
grain, which had been ecarefully saved
up from last year's erop, and which it is
next to impossible to replace in time for
spring planting, there being a general
shortage all over the territorv. Hun-
dreds of farms must go untilled because
of loss of seed. :

Some narrow and tragie escapes are
reported. On the Milwaukee rond, near
the village of Mt. Vernon, that was
wiped ont almost entirely, a train ran
into a place where fire had swept across
the track and left ties all ablaze. The

night, and the engineer conld not see

of Postmaster Henry Herweg,of Dakota

Missouri, about six miles south of this

from Dansville, N. Y., about six years

ber of the general merchandise firm of

leaves a4 wife and two children, who
are griel-stricken, the poignacy of the

And in Turm Nearly Wrocked the Bank of
Which He WWas Casiler,

St. Panl (Minn,) specisi: The
pame of Cashier B. F. Pntt.o!thl_
Fizst National bank of Anoks, will go®
down to history as that of the dnpolb
dyed villian who ever did business in
Minnesota. He not only stole every
penny of the bank’s funds he could lay
his hands on and became the hero of &
social seandal of the first maguitude,
but Lie made a settlement with his wife
and then deliberately beat her out of
the property lie had made over to her.

C. W. Camplell, Mrs. Pratt's father,
said to-day she received $5,000 in OIIh_
from Pratt at the time of the separation
and the homestead on which there was
a mortrare of $1,500. Mrs. Pratt put
this money in First National bank stock,
which is not only rendered worthless
by the raseality of her hnsband, but she
is linble to an nssessment for as muph
more. Another note for $5,000, in-
dorsed by Mrs. Nell, of Dayton, turned
up to-day, making the amonnt of her
money he appropristed $35,000. She
is nearly 80 years old, and wept
piteously when she learned how bad
sl:_a‘ bad been daped. Of Pratt she

4 11
lm“[ have trusted him as I wonld a son.
The trouble all comes of that bad
woman. I know Mr. Pratt meant to
do what was right, and it cannot be that
he has gone and left me in so a

plicht. I would spend my last cent to
save him. It was all she fault of that
woman."'

The separation, which ocenrred last
fall, was by mutnal agreement, Mrs.
Pratt going to Boston to live with her
brother, Cyrns Newton Campbell
About a month after Mrs. Pratt's de-
parture Mrs. Jacobson left the ecity

for Minneapolis, where she gave
birth to an illegitimate child in
one of the hospitals. Since then
gshe has returned for & short
time under the name of Mrs. F.

P. Platt, which bears a singular similar-
ity to Mrs. P. F. Pratt. Mrs. Jacobson,
or Mrs. Platt, in addition to being pos-
i sessed of unusual personal charms, is
| eaid to have been in the habit of taking
an oceasional deal in wheat and stocks,
and for some time it has been
the belief that it was her inflnence
that first lead Pratt into spevl‘lll_k-
tive ventores in Minneapols. This
further supports the theory that un-
successful specnlations have eaused his
rnin. Pratt lost $12,000 on one deal in
wheat last fall, and has not been, as a
rule, very successful among the baulls
and benrs. Pratt has been ignored in
social circles since his nllinnce with Mrs.
Jacobson. His name was dropped from
the rolls of the First Baptist church, of
which he was a leading member.
Speakineg of the affair to-day, Mrs.
Pratt’s father, C. W. Campbell, said:

“I had expeeted it all along. The
only thing that has surprised me is that
men continned to trust him with their
money and business after he became a
wreck morally. I withdrew my money
from the bank bLecause I did not be-
lieve that it was safe to trust a man who
hnd lost all sense of honor and right.™

United States Bank Examiner Me-
Gregor said to-night: ““The loss to the
stockholders will be very large, prob-
ably about $100,000, and,-{‘ratt may have
involved it deeper yet, by endorsing pa-
per which has not turned up. The de-
positors will lose nothinz, as the hank
securities aro excellent.”

The Lale Disaster at Samoa.
Chicago dispatch: B. W. Wells of
this city, whose son, a naval cadet, was
on board one of the wrecked men-of-
war at Apia, Samoa, and who was among
the saved, has received a communica-
tion from the navy department under

date of the 9th inst., in which he is in-
formed that up to date the department
has received mo news from Admiral
Kimberly since his dispateh announeing
the disuster at Apia. It was thought a

vessel eould be ehiavtered nt Auckland
for the transportation of the officers and
men to San Franciseco, bnt since Lieu-
| tenant Wilson, Kimberlv's representa-
| tive at that place, liad zone to Sydney,
il it is possible that a snituble vessel conld
not be obtained =2t Anckland. It is
therefore impossible to tell when they
may be expeeted to arrive at San Fran-
| eisco. The naval eadets of the class of
| 1887, who were upon the wrecked ships,
had been ordered to report for final ex-
amination at the naval academy be-

tween May 1 and 10, Shonld they
reach the United States in time to viait
their homes before the expiration of the
period allowed for reporting, thev will
be at lil)t‘l'f}' to do so.

No Reinforcements for Samon,

New York dispateh: The Washing-
ton correspondent of the Mail and Ex-
press telegraphs that lLe has the very
highest anthority for the statement that
an arrangzement has been reached by the
state department and the German for-
eign office, that there shall be no re-
inforcement of vessels or troops belong-
ing to the two governments now on
duty at Samoa., This agreement will
be in force until after the Samoan com-
mission have finished their labors. It

is understood that the proposition for
shis agreement eame direet from Prince
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